7.1 The Americanization Movement


7.2 The Americanization Movement—(Do Now Reading)
Many New Immigrants obviously had to struggle with adapting to—and learning—the English language. Some of them never mastered it, which confined them to immigrant ghettos with their fellow countrymen, their fellow first-generation immigrants. But their children nearly always went to the public schools, where in those days the curriculum was strictly in English only. This meant that very often, inside immigrant families, a strange reversal would take place. Instead of the parents introducing the children to the world and its ways, the children, who were quick to learn English, became the people who introduced their parents to the world, and it is an inversion that is quite common among immigrants right up to the present, sometimes with upsetting consequences for the family hierarchy.
Do Now Question: Have you ever experienced an “inversion” of the family hierarchy? That is, have you ever had to teach your parents about the “world” or “American culture?” Write about the experience and the consequences that it had on your family relationships. 
7.1 The Americanization Movement—( Do Now)

Year: __________________

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


7.1 The Americanization Movement—(Lesson)

The Americanization movement
 greeted immigrants between 1895 and 1924. Few people nowadays know about the Americanization movement, but it swept the nation at a level comparable to that of the abolition movement, prohibition, women's suffrage and the Great Awakenings. In 1918 two branches of the Federal government ran Americanization programs. One had over 100 employees, surveyed the activities of 50,000 local organizations working with foreign populations, and coordinated tactics with at least 15,000. Industries and Presidents participated in this effort.
The goal of the Americanization movement was to help foreign immigrants assimilate
 into American society by teaching them how to fit into the dominant American culture. Public schools taught millions of immigrant children how to speak English, while their parents attended English classes at the factories where they worked. Other classes taught immigrants how Americans lived and dressed. All these programs promoted a very positive view of America. For example, children were taught to idolize heroes such as George Washington.
The following passage is from the autobiography of an immigrant named Mary Antin:

When we began to study the life of George Washington, it seemed to me that all my reading and study had been idle until then. When the class read aloud and it came to my turn, my voice shook and the book trembled in my hands. I could not pronounce the name of George Washington without pause. Never had I prayed in such utter reverence and worship as I repeated the simple sentences of my child’s story of the patriot. As I read about the noble boy who would not tell a lie to save himself from punishment, I was for the first time truly repentant of my sins, but the twin of my newborn humility was a sense of dignity I had never known before, for if I found that I was a person of small consequence, I discovered at the same time that I was more nobly related than I had ever supposed. This George Washington, he and I were fellow citizens.

The main target of the Americanization movement was the “New Immigrants.” New Immigrants tended to come from the countries of Southern and Eastern Europe (Russia, Italy, Slavic areas) as opposed to the Northern European origins of the “Old Wave” (England, Germany, Scandinavia). Culturally, Old Immigrants resembled the majority of Americans more than New Immigrants (more English speakers, more Protestants). As a result, New Immigrants faced more resentment from native-born Americans who feared the cultural changes that the newcomers might bring. A major goal of the movement was to minimize the friction between the New Immigrants and native-born Americans.
In those days, it was common to refer to America as a “melting pot
.” According to this metaphor, America is a pot into which people from all different nationalities can come, and they’ll all be cooked up together and they will come out as this sort of tasty blend of all the different ethnic groups. The phrase comes from a play written by Israel Zanguel, and was first produced in 1908. He was an immigrant himself, an English Jew who came to America, and the play The Melting Pot was a smash hit on Broadway in 1908 and 1909.

Although the Americanization movement was successful in many ways, there was an “ugly” side to it too: Immigrants were often pressured into giving up the languages and traditions of their homeland. This was especially true during World War I, when many people questioned the loyalty of German-American immigrants. Any immigrant who persisted in speaking German, or in using German expressions, or in listening to German music might well be accused of being a disloyal American. 
Today, many academics hold the Americanization movement in low regard. They believe that the United States should celebrate cultural differences, instead of trying to force everyone into the same “American” mold. People who believe that ethnic groups should remain distinct and take pride in their own cultural heritage are called multiculturalists
. Multiculturalists have abandoned the melting pot metaphor, arguing instead that America should be a “tossed salad
.” 

While some people have a negative view of the Americanization movement, it easy to find evidence to support the idea that the Americanization programs that immigrants were subjected to did accelerate the rate of their assimilation. Thanks in large part to these programs, America has welcomed and assimilated more varied immigrant groups than any other nation in the world’s history. It is easy to forget what a great achievement that is. The world is full of harsh ethnic rivalries that sometimes become genocidal. Even America’s northern neighbor, Canada, has been far less successful in it assimilation policies than the United States, so that the French-speaking Quebec population is still unassimilated 250 years after the French and Indian wars that brought them into British Canada. 

European, African, and Asian immigrants have come to America throughout its history, some of them voluntarily, some by coercion, and some under pressure from circumstances at home, but they have all adapted a single language and a single culture, a culture rich with accretions from them all. And while assimilation was sometimes heavy-handed, as during World War I, more often it has been voluntary, because of the obvious advantage of belonging to the English-speaking group. Most citizens, and particularly most immigrants’ children, have wanted to be good English speakers, because the advantages are so great. If you stay in an ethnic subculture, such as has always existed in America, you are far more constrained in the kinds of things you can choose to do, and most immigrants appreciate and love the choices that America gives them. 

7.2 Urban Political Machines—(Do Now Reading)
During the Gilded Age, city governments were often dominated by political machines
, organizations that traded basic services in return for immigrant votes. Political machines were usually headed by a “boss” who dispensed various favors and controlled city politics, while enriching himself in the process. The most famous of these bosses was William Marcy Tweed, better known as “Boss Tweed
.” Tweed was the kingpin of the Democratic Party’s political machine in New York City. The organization was nicknamed Tammany Hall, after the building where the party held its meetings.

Tweed and his counterparts in other big cities built their power mainly on the votes of poor immigrants who needed the small favors the party organization provided.  For the party members, the payoff of their efforts came in the control of City Hall money and contracts.  This control was used in various crooked ways to generate millions of dollars for insiders. 
Corruption of this kind is called graft
 (fraud). This term encompasses many crooked money-making schemes, and it is often associated with big city politics, where opportunities for graft are endless. A typical scheme might involve rigged bids for road or construction work.  In exchange for a hidden payment or kickback, the politicians throw the work—often at an inflated price—to a company run by friends. In some cases, the line between graft and a legitimate political "donation" can be hard to draw.

Political machines could be highly organized and effective organizations. Local functionaries, called “ward-heelers,” got to know every inhabitant of a locality. Sometimes each tenement building would have its own machine representative, a person who would know exactly what was going on in the building. The ward-heeler would know who was in need, who had a crisis, who had just had a baby, who was sick, who was out of work, and so on.

In the words of one ward-heeler: 

“If ever there’s a fire in my neighborhood, I’m always the first one on the scene day or night, and the people who’ve been burned out of their apartment, I don’t ask them whether they’re deserving. I simply give them some money, and I give them a place to stay, and I give them some food to help them get back on their feet, and of course my expectation is that they’ll repay my help with loyalty to the Democratic Party machine on Election Day, which ensures that our people will stay in power.”

7.2 Urban Political Machines—( Do Now)

Year: __________________

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


7.2 Urban Political Machines—(Lesson)


Trading favors in exchange for votes is not necessarily un-American. Isn’t that what democracy is all about? We vote for politicians who help us or promise to help us. But the political machines in the late 19th century were notoriously corrupt. The leaders of these machines gave government jobs (including police jobs) to friends and relatives, regardless of whether they were honest or qualified. And if anyone wanted to do business with the city, a bribe would first have to be paid to the city boss or one of his subordinates.  

Political machines were notorious for stuffing ballot boxes, paying people for their votes, or contriving to get people to vote more than once. An example of this can be found in The Jungle, the famous novel by Upton Sinclair. In the novel, Boss Scully, who was the local boss, takes Jurgis Rudkus, the hero of the book, to become a citizen, and then on election day: 

“The watchman took Jurgis and the rest of his flock into the back room of a salon and showed each of them where and how to mark the ballot, and then gave each of them two dollars, and took them to the polling place, where there was a policeman on duty especially to see that they got through all right, also paid off by the machine.”

Jurgis felt quite proud of this good luck, until he got home and met Jona, a man who had managed to vote three times, earning himself four dollars. It was then that Jurgis realized that he could have gotten a better deal, if only he had known. 
This kind of conduct enraged reformers, “good government” people who believed that bribery and corruption ought to be eliminated from city government. They wanted city contracts to be awarded more fairly, the work done more efficiently, so that tax money would not be wasted. They also believed that government jobs should not go to “cronies” (friends of the boss) but instead to the people who were most qualified. Regularly, from 1870 until 1915, there were periodic “Good Government” campaigns in the cities, where usually Anglo-Saxon Progressive reformers tried to displace these very corrupt ethnic political machines. 

The “Good Government” campaigns had a difficult task. Many European immigrants came from places where they previously had no political rights—no right to vote all—and now, not only could they vote, but somebody was willing to pay them for their vote. It was a highly attractive proposition, especially since the machine’s representative could be so helpful to them in their everyday life. 

So it was very difficult for the Good Government people to say to the voters, “You mustn’t accept bribes. Don’t let them pay you for your vote. No, we’re not going to give you something special in return for your vote, because we’re standing for principle.” It takes a while to become sufficiently high-minded, especially if you are right on the brink of subsistence, as most of these working-class immigrants were. 

Bit by bit, however, reforms did begin to catch on. Once successful reform was the introduction of civil service exams, whereby any candidate for a city government job had to show that he was capable of doing the job. People who hadn’t been to school or who weren’t sufficiently literate could not pass the exams, and thereby were excluded from city jobs.

In New York City, the Tweed Ring was finally broken by newspaper stories about graft and corruption in city politics. In 1871, Tweed himself landed in jail.  But the general pattern of politics he represented survived well into the 20th century in many big cities. 

Key Point:
During the Gilded Age, big-city “political machines” gave some small help to the poor in return for their votes at election time. But those who ran the political machines often grew wealthy through various forms of graft and even outright theft. New York City’s Boss Tweed is often ranked as the best example of such crooks.

7.3 Social Darwinism and the Social Gospel—(Do Now Reading)
America in the “Gilded Age” of the late 1800s was a very competitive place.  The Nation’s booming industries attracted millions of immigrants to the United States, but those who came found themselves fighting with Native Americans, African Americans, Latino Americans and European Americans for the same dirty jobs.  

At the time, there were few laws to protect workers’ safety and hardly any laws to guarantee laborers a minimum wage.  As a result, business owners often took advantage of their employees and violently prevented them from starting labor unions to fight back. Millions of working-class people lived in desperate poverty, while “robber barons” enjoyed phenomenal wealth. 

How can a society justify such a large gap between rich and poor? One way the robber barons justified their wealth was with a new theory called “Social Darwinism
. According to this theory, rich people deserve their wealth because they have “won” the struggle to succeed in life.  Poor people, on the other hand, deserve no special consideration, because, simply put, they are “losers.” 

In other words, according to Social Darwinism, people who are smart and hardworking will “naturally” rise to the top and become rich, while people who are stupid and lazy will “naturally” become poor. Therefore, if you are rich, it is proof that you are smart and hard-working. And if you are poor—well, it’s your own fault. 
What do you think of this theory?

Is it true that all rich people are smart and hardworking? Is it true that all poor people are stupid and lazy? Is it partly true?

7.3 Social Darwinism and the Social Gospel—( Do Now)

Year: __________________

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


7.3 Social Darwinism and the Social Gospel—(Lesson)

Darwin and the Theory of Evolution

In 1859, a British naturalist called Charles Darwin published a seminal book called the Origin of the Species. In this book he laid out his ideas about the Theory of Evolution—the idea that plants and animals (including humans) have evolved over time from simpler life forms. Central to this concept is the idea of “natural selection”—the idea that different species (as well as individuals within a species) are constantly competing against each other for food and other resources, and only the “fittest” (best adapted to their environment) survive to pass on their genes. Darwin’s theory had a huge impact on our scientific understanding of biology. 

Social Darwinism

It didn’t take long for Darwin’s ideas to spread beyond the field of biology. Soon, the ideas that “life is a competition” and “competition makes you stronger” were popular and widely accepted. These ideas, when applied to race, resulted in some ugly forms of “scientific” racism. White people wanted to believe that it was a good thing for different races to compete against each other, and if one race were to come out on top—oh well, that was only “natural.” 

Individual humans also compete against each other in order to survive, and if this is “natural,” can it possibly be bad? Perhaps rich people deserve to be rich, because they have “won” the struggle to succeed in life. The poor have simply “lost” in this natural process, and deserve no special concern for their condition. These ideas came to be known as “Social Darwinism.”  
In short, rich people are rich because they are smart and hardworking, and so they deserve to be rich, while poor people are poor because they are stupid and lazy. Or, in the words of one American preacher:  “Looking comprehensively through city and town, village and country, the general truth will stand that no man in this land suffers from poverty unless it be more than his fault, unless it be his sin.”

The “Father of Social Darwinism” was an English philosopher named Herbert Spencer
. Spencer argued that wealth and power were signs of fitness and that mankind benefited from intense competition and removal of the weak and unfit. Indeed, some people who accepted his ideas argued that trying to help the poor was wasted effort that would only hamper the “natural” processes of society that permitted the stronger, smarter, and more capable to rise.

Another leading proponent of Social Darwinism was William Graham Sumner
, a professor at Yale University. Sumner applied these new ideas to the field of economics. In a free market economy, he said, only the strongest companies survive—and again, this was “good” and “natural.” Sumner espoused (supported) an extreme laissez faire
 position, arguing that the government had absolutely no role in the economy's functions. Not only did he argue against antitrust legislation, but also against protective tariffs and government intervention on behalf of management in labor strike situations. To Sumner, the economy was a natural event and needed no guidance in its evolution.

Darwin himself had never applied his theory of natural selection to human social life and the question of wealth and poverty. But the “robber barons” of the Gilded Age were happy to have a scientific-sounding name to justify their old-fashioned greed. 

The Problem with Social Darwinism

The problem with Social Darwinism is that it conflates (combines and confuses) some very different ideas. First, “natural” and “good” are entirely different concepts, and just because something takes place in nature does not mean that it is a moral principle that humans should try to follow. For example, cannibalism occurs in nature, but few people would argue that cannibalism is “good.”

Similarly, the fact that you stubbed your toe this morning does not logically imply that you “ought” to have stubbed your toe. And the fact that some people are richer than others does not imply that this is how it “ought” to be. Lastly, it is easy to find evidence which contradicts the idea that rich people are all smart and hard-working, while poor people are all stupid and lazy. 

While some of the attitudes of Social Darwinism can occasionally be found even today, it is considered a discredited theory, and the term is only used in its historical context.
Social Gospel

By 1880, some people were starting to push back against the self-satisfied ideas of Social Darwinism. Urban reformers rejected the notion that poor people deserve to be poor. In northern churches, a new movement was born, called the Social Gospel
 movement.

Social Gospel activists sought to apply Christ's teaching of love and charity (helping the poor) to urban, industrial conditions. Instead of condemning the poor as unfit, Social Gospel reformers sought to provide them with an opportunity to ameliorate (improve) their condition. 

The most famous of these Social Gospel reformers was a Chicago woman named Jane Adams
. Adams is famous for establishing Hull House
 in 1889 as a kind of community center in a slum section of Chicago.  It offered advice and classes for immigrants trying to adjust to American life, and its success led to the creation of settlement houses in other cities. 

In the following passage, Adams describes some of her work at Hull House: 

For six weeks after an operation we kept in one of our three bedrooms a forlorn little baby who, because he was born with a cleft palette, was most unwelcome to his mother, and we were horrified when he died of neglect a week after he was returned to his home. A little Italian bride of fifteen sought shelter with us one November evening to escape her husband, who’d beaten her every night for a week when he returned from work because she’d lost her wedding ring. Two of us officiated quite alone at the birth of an illegitimate child, because the doctor was late in arriving, and none of the honest Irish matrons in the neighborhood would touch the likes of her. Women stood at the deathbed of a young man who, during a long illness of tuberculosis had received so many bottles of whiskey through the mistaken kindness of his friends that the cumulative effect produced wild periods of exultation, in one of which he died.

The settlement house movement drew in and gave a cause to many educated American women, and helped create a broader consciousness of social issues.  The movement is an important sign of a shift in ideas about class and poverty away from Social Darwinism.  Now, the idea was growing that poverty had social causes that could be studied and solved.  Addams is often considered "the mother of social work" in the U.S. 

Today, we rarely hear the phrase “Social Gospel,” but the influence of the Social Gospel movement can still be widely seen. For example, most churches today engage in some kind of charity work, and some churches, like the Salvation Army, place a very heavy emphasis on helping the urban poor. 

8.1 Religion in the Gilded Age—(Do Now Reading)
Darwin’s ideas about evolution soon gained wide acceptance within the scientific community, and thus posed a direct challenge to traditional beliefs about the origins of human beings. If humans evolved from simpler life forms, then the biblical story of Adam and Eve must be . . . false? Symbolic? A metaphor?
Darwin’s theory was not the first to challenge the biblical story of Creation. During the Age of Reason (the Enlightenment) new evidence about the age of the earth had also caused some people to question the accuracy of the bible. Another problem was the development of historical, critical Bible study. As scholars began to study scripture more intensively, they began to notice that different parts of the Bible were full of contradictions, that they were written in very, very different styles, and that they showed plentiful evidence of having been written in different times and places. Comparative literature also showed that there were striking similarities between, for example, the story of the flood in Genesis and flood myths in many of the other civilizations of the ancient Near East. Thus, some scholars began to say, “Maybe what we’ve got here is a compilation of documents from many different times and places in Jewish history, rather than God’s word laid down once and for all.” 

Of course, this had the effect of undermining the idea that the Bible was absolutely reliable information about God’s truth. Confronted with mounting evidence that the bible was not word-for-word true, Christians were faced with a difficult choice: Should they re-interpret the bible in order to reconcile their beliefs with science? Or should they reject scientific theories in favor of old-fashioned faith? 

Liberal Christians
 were the ones who said, “There’s no need to take the bible literally; let’s just take it metaphorically. For example, the story of Adam and Eve might be a mythical or symbolic rendering of the origins of the Earth. It is possible to still believe that the bible is “true” without necessarily believing that the story of Adam and Eve is a factual description of the creation of humankind. The evidence for Darwin’s theory of evolution is so compelling, how can we possibly doubt it? Surely, God wouldn’t send us some sort of weird puzzle or trick. What we’ve got to do is to find a way of adapting our faith to these new realities.” 
But not everyone agreed with this kind of thinking. Fundamentalist Christians
 said: “We can’t go along with that. If you reinterpret the bible, you are setting yourself up as the judge of which parts of the Bible are true, and which are not. Even if we are tempted by the scientific evidence, to accept the new evidence would be to turn against God himself, and we won’t do it. We are going to continue to insist that the Bible is God’s absolutely infallible word in all things, so that if we have conflict between the Darwinian account on the one hand, and the biblical account on the other, we’ll take the Bible, because the Bible isn’t merely the work of man, it’s the wok of God.” 

What do you think? Is the bible literally (word-for-word) true? Or is the bible a historical document, full of errors and contradictions? Or could it be that the the bible be “true” in a symbolic sort of way? Should we interpret the bible in such a way as to make it “agree” with scientific discoveries?  
8.1 Religion in the Gilded Age—(Do Now)

Year: __________________

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


8.2 Religion in the Gilded Age—(Lesson)

As the 19th century came to close, the split between liberal Christians and fundamentalist Christians became wider and wider. 

Liberal Christianity

Those who sought to re-interpret the bible were called liberal Christians, and their attitude toward Christianity is called Christian Liberal Theology
. Liberal Christians look upon the bible as a collection of narratives which symbolize or explain the essence of Christianity. The story of Adam and Eve, for example, might symbolize many different things about God’s relationship to humans. Perhaps it was never intended to be a historically accurate document. Indeed, many liberal Christians have no problem at all with the theory of evolution, and they are perfectly willing to adapt their beliefs to new scientific discoveries. 

An important figure in this movement was Horace Bushnell
 (d. 1876), a minister and writer who is sometimes called “the father of Liberal Theology.” Bushnell did not believe there was a conflict between science and religion—yet oddly, he was never able to accept Darwin’s theory of evolution.
Christian Fundamentalism

While liberal Christians were busy re-interpreting the bible, other Christians clung to their traditional beliefs. The bible, they said, did not need any fancy explanations. It was simply the true and inerrant (without mistakes) word of God. 

At a bible conference, some Christian scholars came up with a list of five fundamental beliefs which they claimed define Christianity. Included in these beliefs are the virgin birth of Christ and the historical reality of Christ’s miracles. In effect, they were saying, “You cannot be a Christian unless you believe in miracles.” In the battle between science and faith, these bible scholars were coming down squarely on the side of faith. 

Christian fundamentalism
 turned into a movement which has shaped America just as much as liberal theology. Christians may disagree over what exactly makes someone a “fundamentalist,” but the term is generally used to mean someone who stubbornly clings to old-fashioned beliefs. This could be a good or bad, depending on your point of view.

Christian fundamentalism was clearly a reaction against liberal theology. Interestingly, it was also a reaction against the Social Gospel movement. Fundamentalists thought that churches were putting too much emphasis on feeding the poor and not enough emphasis on saving the poor. In the words Dwight Moody, a famous fundamentalist preacher: “When I first went down into the slums of Chicago, I used to take the Bible in one hand and a loaf of bread in the other to feed the poor, but it wasn’t long before I started leaving the bread behind, because I found that people were too interested in the food, and after all I’m not doing them any service at all if I feed them for one day, but leave their souls in eternal danger.” 

A number of fundamentalist preachers have become quite famous. Two of them, Dwight Moody
 (mentioned above) and Billy Sunday
, are specifically mentioned in the California Standards, and that is a good reason to study them.

Both Moody and Sunday attracted huge crowds, but perhaps the most interesting thing about them is that both of them were part of a movement called “Muscular Christianity
.” This movement grew out of a concern that churches were becoming too “feminine.” Certainly it was true that women were more attentive churchgoers than men. To counter this trend, preachers started to emphasize that Jesus was a “tough guy,” a sun-bronzed hero who was fit and muscular and not afraid to fight for what was right. 

Muscular Christianity led to the idea of Christian athletics and the founding of the YMCA (Young Men’s Christian Association), an organization which invites young men to play sports in a Christian environment. The YMCA also encouraged sports stars to speak up for Christianity. Billy Sunday was one of these great Christian athletes. He was a professional baseball player who later became a very popular preacher. 

Sunday was known for his vigorous style of preaching; he often smashed chairs during his sermons in order to emphasize his points. These theatrical performances attracted enormous crowds in the early 1900s.

Like Moody, Sunday was largely indifferent to the sufferings of the poor. This led a young poet called Carl Sandberg to criticize Moody in one of his poems: 

When are you going to quit making the carpenters 
build emergency hospitals for women and girls 
driven crazy with wrecked nerves from your
goddam gibberish about Jesus — I put it to you 
again: What the hell do you know about Jesus?

Go ahead and bust all the chairs you want to. 
Smash a whole wagon load of furniture at every performance. 
Turn sixty somersaults and stand on your nutty head. 
If it wasn't for the way you scare women and kids, 
I'd feel sorry for you and pass the hat.

You tell people living in shanties Jesus is going to 
fix it up all right with them by giving them 
mansions in the skies after they're dead and the 
worms have eaten 'em.

You tell $6 a week department store girls all they 
need is Jesus; you take a steel trust wop, dead 
without having lived, gray and shrunken at 
forty years of age, and you tell him to look at 
Jesus on the cross and he'll be all right.

You tell poor people they don't need any more 
money on pay day and even if it's fierce to be 
out of a job, Jesus'll fix that all right, all right — 
all they gotta do is take Jesus the way you say.

Sandberg’s poem suggests that fundamentalism and Social Darwinism had at least one thing in common: Both philosophies could be used by capitalists seeking to exploit
 the poor.

8.2 The Populist Movement—(Do Now Reading)
Imagine that you are a farmer in the Midwest during the Gilded Age. After every harvest, you must transport your crop to the big city in order to sell it. But you have a problem. There’s only one way to get your crop to the city—by railroad. And, unfortunately, the owner of the railroad is a greedy robber baron who charges outrageous fees. If you ship your crop by railroad, you won’t be able to make a profit. On the other hand, if you don’t ship your crop to the city, you won’t be able to see your crop, and you will certainly go bankrupt and lose your farm. What can you do?

It would be nice if there were several railroad lines in your area. That way, the different railroad companies would compete against each other, and that would bring prices down. But that is not the case. There is only one railroad line that passes through your town. The railroad baron who owns the line has a complete monopoly—and he doesn’t care a bit about poor farmers like you. You either have to pay his rate, or let your crop rot in the field. The more you think about this problem, the angrier you get.

Farm life is tough and lonely. However, you do belong to an organization called the Grange which organizes barn dance and other social events every few weeks. Most of the members are farmers just like you. You really look forward to meetings of the Grange, because it’s your only chance to socialize with your friends. Naturally, at these meetings, the talk often turns to politics. 

At one meeting of the Grange, you hear the following conversation:
“The railroad is killing us. It’s impossible to make a profit anymore.”
“Yes, but what can we do? The greedy bastard who owns the railroad has a complete monopoly. Nothing gets in or out of this town unless it comes on his train.”
“It’s not fair, but what can we do? Big-city folks are the ones who have all the power. Nobody cares about poor farmers like us.”
A new man joins the conversation. “We can change that. Farmers all over the country are starting to organize. In fact, we’re forming a new political party. It’s called the People’s Party, or the Populist Party. In fact, we’ve got a candidate running here, in the next election. If you vote for him, he’ll make sure that things change. He’ll make sure that farmers get a fair break. He’ll make sure the railroad doesn’t overcharge you for transporting your crop.”

When you get home, you decide to write a letter to a friend, telling him about the new Populist Party.

8.2 The Populist Movement—( Do Now)

Year: __________________

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


8.2 The Populist Movement—(Lesson)

By now you should have a pretty good mental picture of the “Gilded Age.” Let’s test it: If I say “The Gilded Age,” what images come to your mind?

Hopefully, your list looks something like this:

· robber barons (rich industrialists)

· millions of new immigrants arriving at Ellis Island

· slums in big cities and big-city corruption (urban political machines) 

· horrible working conditions in the factories

· In southern states—the Ku Klux Klan, sharecropping, and Jim Crow

Of course, there is more to the Gilded Ages, such as

· the Wild West (the cowboy era)

· the last of the Indian Wars (the massacre of Native Americans)

Unfortunately, these last two points didn’t make it onto the Standards. That might have been exciting! Instead, the state of California wants you to understand 

· the financial hardships faced by farmers in the West

It’s not a thrilling topic, but here goes:

Following the Civil War, land which had been stolen from the Indians was offered free to anyone who wanted to be a farmer. Thousands of people moved westward, to the Great Plains region of the United States. (The Great Plains are in the middle part of the continent, an area excellent for farming). 

During this period, farming was becoming mechanized
. (New machines made it possible to grow more food with fewer people).  Production (the amount of food) increased. Most people wouldn’t think that “more food” could be a problem, but it was. The reason can be found in a principle called “supply and demand
.”

Supply and Demand

The law of supply and demand influences the price of everything, from gasoline to real estate to corn planted in Nebraska. Supply is the amount of a product that is available for sale. When supply is high, prices are low (e.g., corn is less expensive in the summer, because supply is high after the harvest). If supply is small, prices are high (e.g., diamonds are expensive because they are rare). High demand raises prices (e.g., if everyone wants tickets to the Superbowl, the tickets will be expensive). Low demand makes prices go down (i.e., snow shovels are inexpensive in the summer because not many people want them at that time).

If farmers wanted to make a profit, they needed prices to be high, or at least stable and not in a state of decline. Only with prices high enough could farmers take in enough money to prosper. According to the Theory of Supply and Demand, prices would be high if there was a strong demand from crops or if there was a limited supply of farm goods. For farm families, supply was the crucial factor.

When farmers need to make more money they did the logical thing: they bought more fancy farm equipment in order to increase their production, and they worked harder. The result was that more crops were brought to market, increasing the supply. The greater supply brought down prices, but farmers did not understand that their actions had made conditions worse. The harder they worked the less they earned. Because so many farmers responded to declining prices by working even harder, prices spiraled downward. The self-destructive cycle of harder work, larger supply, and lower prices was responsible for the ruin of thousands of farm families. 

The cost of loans was another problem too. When a person borrows money from a band they have to pay back the loan plus an additional fee called the interest rate, a percentage of the money borrowed. If someone borrows $1,000 from a bank at 10% interest, they have to pay back $1,100, the $1,000 borrowed plus 10% interest (10% of $1,000 = 100 + 1,000 = $1,000. Due to the cyclical nature of farming, loans were needed regularly. Farmers harvested and sold their crops once or twice a year but they had expenses year round, feeding and clothing their families, for example. Furthermore, they needed to borrow money for all that fancy new mechanized farm equipment, (so that they could produce more food and earn more money).

When interest rates were high, it hurt farmers because they were so dependent upon borrowed money. Interest rates of 10-20% were common in the 1870’s and 1880’s. These are extremely high rates compared to interest rates today, currently about 5%. Thousands of farmers lost their homes (foreclosure) when they could not repay the money that they borrowed. 

The cost of transporting their goods to market was yet another problem. Because building a railroad is so expensive, and because usually there was just enough business in each area to support one rail line, railroads had monopoly control of the transportation of farm crops. (There was no competition between railway companies). Thus, farmers had to either pay high rates or leave their harvest unsold. This created great bitterness toward the railroads throughout the West.

In short, farming was not much fun. Farmers were at the mercy of the banks and the railroads, as well as invisible “laws” like Supply and Demand (not to mention the weather).

In response to these problems, farmers formed secret societies (clubs) called the Granges. Later, these granges became politically active—and that was the birth of the Populist Movement.

Note: “Populism” usually means “people power,” but in this historical context, we are really talking about “farmer power.” The Populist Movement
 was a political movement which fought for the needs of farmers. 

What farmers wanted most was to get out of debt. How might this be accomplished? They wanted the federal government to print more money! 

Again, we are talking about some tricky economic concepts. If the government prints a lot of money, then the value of the money decreases, and prices tend to go up. This is called inflation
, and it occurs any time there is too much money chasing too few goods. Normally, people don’t like inflation because it means that they can’t buy as much with their money. But if you are a farmer who is deep in debt, then inflation can work to your advantage. For example, if you owe $3,000 and can earn $1 for every bushel of wheat you sell at harvest, you need to sell 3,000 bushels to pay off your debt. If inflation could push the price of a bushel of wheat up to $3, you only need to sell 1,000 bushels. 

The main point is this: Inflation is good for famers who are in debt, so the farmers asked the government to increase the money supply. 

Can the government just print more money? These days, it seems like it can, but in those days the rules were stricter. The government could only print money that was “backed” by gold reserves. In other words, for every dollar of paper money, there was a set amount of gold at the Federal Depository at Fort Knox, Kentucky. In theory, you could go to Fort Knox and trade your paper money for gold. This system prevented inflation, since there is only a limited amount of gold in the world. 

The farmers suggested that instead of having money backed by gold, U.S. dollars should be backed by gold and silver. This would create more money, which in turn would create inflation, which in turn would help the farmers pay off their debt. Bankers opposed the idea. 

The stage was set for a showdown. On one side were the Populists (poor farmers) who wanted the “free coinage of silver
.” On the other side were rich bankers who wanted to keep the “gold standard.” The election of 1896 was going to decide the winner.

The farmers lost. Their favorite candidate, William Jennings Bryan, was defeated by the William McKinley and McKinley’s big-money supporters. The Populist Movement never recovered, and soon disappeared. 

The Legacy of the Populists

While the “free coinage of silver” issue died, many of the Populists’ other ideas endured (and would later be achieved by their successors, the Progressives). These ideas include:

· women’s suffrage (allowing women to vote) 

· stricter control of Big Business and an end to trusts and monopolies

· Prohibition (the outlawing of alcoholic beverages)

· a progressive income tax (a reform which benefits poor people)

· direct election of senators (fairer elections)

· initiative, referendum, and recall (tools which can be used against corrupt politicians) 

· secret ballot (to prevent bribery and voter intimidation)

· an eight-hour workday.

What do these ideas have in common? They are all an attempt to give power back to the people. And that is the real significance of the Populists. The Populist Movement was a reform movement that marks an important turning point in American history. Americans were sick of laissez-faire attitudes which allowed Big Business to run wild. Poor, working-class people wanted their government to work for them—instead of only working for the rich and powerful. People wanted a return to real democracy. The era of the robber barons was coming to a close. The Gilded Age was over.

Final Note: The Populists had many admirable goals—but they weren’t perfect. They were suspicious of foreigners and blacks and mainly wanted democracy for white, Protestant, native-born Americans. 

8.3 Religion and American Society—(Do Now Reading)
By the early 20th century, a backlash against the corruption and excesses of the Gilded Age took hold in Washington and across the nation. Congress launched a series of economic, social, and environmental reforms in what is now known as the Progressive Era.

The Progressive movement
 was not a unified movement with one leader and a clear focus. Rather, it was a collection of many organizations and smaller movements that pursued similar goals during the same time period. The Progressives included political reformers fighting against corruption, public health officials working to establish health and safety standards, women fighting for the vote, and many others. What unified these groups was the belief that government should act to help solve problems in American Society. 

Roots of the Progressive Movement

Progressivism might be thought of as many streams running in the same direction rather than one great river. Some of these streams include, or grew out of, the following reform movements:  

1. Social Gospel
. This movement grew in the decades before 1900, and spread the belief that saving souls had to involve not just Sunday preaching but also the solving of problems that dragged people into poverty and despair. The most famous Social Gospel reformer is Jane Addams
.
2. Temperance movement
. Since the early 1800s, reformers had been preaching against the evils of alcohol. By 1900, the movement had grown strong enough to seek a Constitutional amendment banning all alcoholic beverages. 
3. The Populist Movement
. Although the Populist Party fell apart before it achieved the reforms it was seeking, the spirit of reform that it represented was picked up and carried by Progressives.  
4. Women’s Suffrage Movement. Women, led by Susan B. Anthony
, were pushing hard for the right to vote.
Today, the word “Progressive” is used in various ways, and the meaning sometimes depends upon on the context. Most often, the term “Progressive Movement” means the historical movement of the early 1900s. But sometimes, even today, liberal politicians and reform-minded people call themselves “progressives.” Calling oneself a “progressive” is kind of a cool way of saying, “I stand for social justice, and I believe that the government should do more to help solve the problems of society—problems such as poverty, pollution, and the power of big corporations.” 

Are you a Progressive? Do you think the government should do more to help solve society’s problems? Or do you think the government should leave us alone? 

8.2 Religion and American Society—( Do Now)

Year: __________________

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


8.3 Religion and American Society—(Lesson)


Today’s worksheet, Religion and American Society, is mostly a review of things you have already learned, including:

· Puritans

· Quakers

· First Great Awakening

· Second Great Awakening

· Civil War Revivals

It also asks you some questions about the Progressive Movement, which you learned about in today’s Do Now Reading. Review all these terms by studying the definitions below, then complete the worksheet.

9.1 The Spanish American War—(Do Now Reading)
As one of the few sources of public information in the late 1800s, newspapers wielded a lot of power and influence. That is not to say that they were always reliable. On the contrary, newspapers during that era often made stories up. Journalistic giants, such as William Randolph Hearst
, the owner of New York Journal, and Joseph Pulitzer
, the owner of New York World, viciously competed for the reader’s attention. They were determined to reach a daily circulation of a million people, and they didn’t mind fabricating stories in order to reach their goal.  

Both Hearst and Pulitzer practiced what we now call “yellow journalism”
. Yellow journalism refers to reporting that sensational, biased, and often false, for the sake of attracting readers. The term originated in New York, where New York World was the first newspaper to introduce colored comics, and the New York Journal immediately copied it. The two papers often printed the same comics under different titles. One of these involved the adventures of “The Yellow Kid,” a little boy who always wore a yellow gown. Since color presses were new in the 1890s, the finished product was not always perfect. The colors, especially the Yellow Kid’s costume, often smeared. Soon people were calling the World, the Journal, and other papers like them “the yellow press.” “They colored the funnies,” some said, “but they colored the news as well.” 

A favorite topic of the yellow press was the ongoing violence in Cuba. (Cuba is an island off the coast of Florida). At that time, Cuba was a colony of Spain. But its rulers were corrupt and uprisings against the government were common. These uprisings provided a good topic for sensational newspaper stories. For months, both the World and the Journal painted in lurid detail the horrors of Cuban life under oppressive Spanish rule. The Spanish had confined many Cubans to concentration camps; the press called them “death camps.” Wild stories with screaming headlines—Spanish Cannibalism, Inhuman Torture, Amazon Warriors Fight For Rebels—flooded the newsstands. Newspapers sent hundreds of reporters, artists, and photographers south to recount Spanish atrocities. Most of them found little to report on once they arrived.  

According to one famous story, Randolph Hearst, owner of the New York Journal, sent a newspaper artist called Frederick Remington to Cuba to draw pictures of the “war.” But when Remington arrived, he found the island quiet, so he sent a cable back to New York requesting permission to return home. Hearst sent a cable in reply: “Please remain. You furnish the pictures, I’ll furnish the war.” 

Today, few newspapers would “fake” a photograph or “make up” a war for the purpose of increasing sales. But papers do continue to shape the news by putting certain topics on the front page and burying others on the inside. Television news is often dominated by sex scandals, celebrities, and violence, because news stations know that these are the things which keep viewers from turning the channel. 
Can you think of any problems which you believe should get more news coverage, but don’t? Or, conversely, can you think of any stories which get a lot of attention, even though they are not really important? For today’s Do Now, give examples of “unbalanced” or “fake” news and write about the effect this has on public opinion. 

9.1 The Spanish American War—( Do Now)

Year: __________________

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


9.1 The Spanish-American War—(Lesson)
11.4.2 Describe the Spanish-American War and U.S. expansion in the South Pacific.

In 1898, Cuba (an island off the coast of Florida) was a colony of Spain. But its rulers were corrupt and uprisings against the government were common. Concerned by the ongoing violence, U.S. President William McKinley
 sent a warship, the Maine, to Havana harbor to protect American citizens and their property. Its presence in the harbor reassured the Americans living on the island.

Everything on the island seemed under control, so there was little for the Maine to do. Then one night, as the ship drifted lazily on its mooring, a mysterious explosion tore the ship apart, killing 260 American sailors. 

A U.S. Navy investigation determined that the ship’s powder magazine (storeroom for explosives) had been ignited by an explosion underneath the ship’s hull. In other words, an undersea mine (bomb) had caused the explosion. A Spanish investigation concluded the opposite: that the explosion had originated from within the ship. In other words, according to the Spanish, the explosion had been an accident, perhaps caused by an exploding boiler. (Modern historians think that the Spanish version was probably correct). 

The American press, however, had no doubts about who was responsible for the explosion. An unprovoked “attack” against an American ship made a much better story than an “accident.” The New York Journal even published pictures. They showed how Spanish saboteurs had fastened an underwater mine to the Maine and had detonated it from shore.

Randolph Hearst had once told a reporter: “You furnish the pictures, I’ll furnish the war.” Now, Hearst was true to his word. For weeks after the Maine disaster, the Journal devoted more than eight pages a day to the story. Not to be outdone, other papers followed Hearst’s lead. Hundreds of editorials demanded that the Maine and American honor be avenged. Many Americans agreed. Soon a rallying cry could be heard everywhere—in the papers, on the streets, and in in the halls of Congress: “Remember the Maine!
 To hell with Spain.” 
President William McKinley did not want war. But with newspapers screaming for war, it was hard to avoid. Giving in to public opinion, President McKinley declared war with Spain in April of 1898. Ostensibly, the purpose of the war was to help Cubans win their independence, but for some Americans, the war was simply a good excuse to gain control of the island and protect U.S. business interests there.
The war was over in less than four months. The Americans lost only 460 soldiers in battle. Compared to the Civil War, in which tens of thousands were often killed in a single day, these casualties seemed insignificant. “It’s been a splendid little war,” the ambassador to England wrote to his friend, Teddy Roosevelt. 
Theodore “Teddy” Roosevelt 
	The Spanish-American War made a hero out of future vice president and president Theodore Roosevelt. When the war broke out in 1898, Roosevelt was the assistant secretary of the navy, but he was so eager to get into the action that he resigned his position and organized a volunteer unit of cavalrymen who called themselves “Rough Riders
.” After a few weeks of training, the Rough Riders boarded their ship for Cuba. When they found there wasn’t enough room on board for their horses, they renamed themselves the “Weary Walkers” and marched into battle. 

Although the “Rough Riders” had only a minor role in the fighting in Cuba, Roosevelt’s style of flamboyant leadership made him something of a legend. His most famous exploit was at the Battle of San Juan Hill, where he led his Rough Riders on a charge that contributed to the American victory there. The press called him a hero. Two days later, the Americans crushed the Spanish fleet and brought an end to the war.
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Back in New York, Roosevelt was elected Governor. He soon made a name for himself as a reformer who opposed the corrupt “political machines” that dominated politics in that era. In 1900, Roosevelt was selected to be President McKinley’s vice President. When McKinley was assassinated by an anarchist in 1901, Roosevelt became the youngest president in the American history. We will learn more about Theodore Roosevelt in future lessons. 
American Imperialism

The United States had started life as a colony of Great Britain. Then, in 1776, we rebelled against our mother country and proclaimed to the world that the United States stood for freedom. Back then, few would have guessed that one day the situation would be reversed—that the United States would be the big superpower with colonies of its own, and American soldiers would be killing rebels in order to prevent them from gaining independence. 

It is hard to say precisely when the U.S. became an empire
. (An empire is a country that rules over other countries). Certainly, we behaved in an imperial way when we slaughtered the Native American Indians and stole the western territories from Mexico. But even more than these other things, historians point to the Spanish-American War.

The war started out with the best of intentions. Cuban rebels were fighting for independence from Spain, and the U.S. decided to help them out. However, “help Cuba” soon turned into “attack Spain,” which the U.S. did. The fighting took place on four islands which belonged to Spain: Cuba, Puerto Rico, Guam, and the Philippines. It did not take long for the United States to overwhelm the Spanish forces stationed on these islands. 

For Spain, that was enough. Spain asked for a peace deal. The United States demanded that Spain surrender—not only Cuba—but also its other colonies:  Puerto Rico, Guam, and the Philippines. Spain was forced to agree. In all these far-flung islands, Spanish soldiers packed up their gear and sailed home. 

American troops could have done the same thing—but they didn’t. The temptation to stay was too great. The U.S. decided to keep the spoils of war, and Cuba, Puerto Rico, Guam, and the Philippines became colonies of the United States. America had become an empire, the thing that we once hated.

Of course, the truth is a bit more complicated.  How much autonomy (self-rule) must you grant a place before you can stop calling it a colony and call it something else (such as a protectorate, territory, or commonwealth)? How much approval must your actions have before you can claim that you are following “the will of the people”? These kinds of questions are always tricky and the answers depend on whom you ask. 

For now, let’s keep it simple: The Philippines remained a U.S. colony until after World War II (1946). Cuba finally gained independence when Fidel Castro led a communist revolution in 1959. As for Guam and Puerto Rico, both these islands remain U.S. “colonies” to this day, albeit fairly happy ones. 

In any case, most historians agree: The Spanish-American War of 1898 marks a significant turning point in U.S. History, for in that year, America truly became an empire—a nation that rules over other nations.   

9.2 The White Man’s Burden—(Do Now Reading)
After taking the Philippines from Spain, President McKinley was faced with a dilemma: Should America keep the Philippine Islands, or give them back to the new Philippine government? According to McKinley, he prayed about the problem, and God told him to keep the Philippines so that America could “Christianize” the Filipinos. Apparently, it did not occur to McKinley (or to God) that the Philippines had already been a Christian nation for some 300 years. 
McKinley was not alone in his arrogance or stupidity. There is a famous poem by Rudyard Kipling called The White Man’s Burden
, in which Kipling expresses the belief—common at that time—that white men have an obligation to help the darker-skinned races. Kipling concedes that helping them isn’t easy; in fact, it feels like a “burden” (a heavy weight on the white man’s shoulders), but he urges young men to become soldiers anyway, in order to help the less civilized people of the world.

Take up the White Man's burden—
Send forth the best ye breed—
Go bind your sons to exile
To serve your captives’ need;
To wait in heavy harness,
On fluttered folk and wild—
Your new-caught, sullen peoples,
Half-devil and half-child.

Kipling wrote this poem about America’s colonization of the Philippines. He is saying that the Filipinos are “half-devil” and “half-child.” In other words, according to Kipling (or the voice of the poet), Filipinos are savages who will certainly resent being colonized—but he urges America to colonize them anyway, for their own good. 

This is an interesting twist on the ideas of Social Darwinism. According to Social Darwinists, conquering and keeping the Philippines was simply “survival of the fittest.” According to The White Man’s Burden, however, keeping the Philippines is a moral obligation—a superior race doing its duty to forcibly “educate” and “civilize” an inferior race. 
While the racist tone of The White Man’s Burden is no longer acceptable, the ideas in the poem have not gone away. For example, in 2001 the U.S. invaded Afghanistan, and in 2003 the U.S. invaded Iraq. Some Americans said that these wars were “good” because our intentions were noble: We were trying to spread American values such as equality and democracy.  

What do you think? Does America have an obligation to bring “Western civilization” to people who live in other countries? Should we try to educate them or civilize them or bring them our “Christian values”? Is it ever okay to force another country to be democratic? Would the world be a better place if people everywhere were more like Americans?  
9.2 The White Man’s Burden—( Do Now)

Year: __________________

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


9.2 The White Man’s Burden—(Lesson)

11.4.2 Describe the Spanish-American War and U.S. expansion in the South Pacific.

In today’s lesson, we take a closer look at the aftermath of the Spanish-American War, and we examine what happened in each of America’s new colonies. After finishing the lesson, you will complete today’s worksheet: The Spanish American War.

The Monroe Doctrine

The first sentence of your worksheet mentions the “Monroe Doctrine.” The Monroe Doctrine
 is a policy that was first articulated by President Monroe in 1823. At that time, in a famous speech, Monroe made three main points:   

1. The United States was morally opposed to colonialism, and therefore we would defend the freedom of any independent country in Central and South America.

2. The United States pledged not to interfere in any European wars, nor would we interfere in any existing colonial relationships. 

3. The Americas were “our” part of the world. As long as European Powers did not meddle in the “New World,” we would not interfere with what they did in the “Old World.” 
Are you confused? You should be. As a policy, the Monroe doctrine is hopelessly flawed, because it can mean whatever you want it to mean. Do you want to intervene? Then the Monroe Doctrine says that we have to “defend someone’s freedom.”  Do you want to stay out of a war? Then the Monroe Doctrine can also be used to justify non-intervention. Ever since 1823, U.S. politicians have used the “Monroe Doctrine” as a good excuse to do pretty much anything they want.

The Spanish-American War is a good example. Some politicians said that we were “obligated” to help Cuba fight for independence from Spain. Others felt that the war was a violation of the Monroe Doctrine, since it interfered with a pre-existing colonial relationship. 

On the back of the worksheet is a cartoon which shows Uncle Sam on a bicycle, straddling both the eastern and western Hemispheres. He has left his old horse, “the Monroe Doctrine” behind. From behind a fence, foreign countries are watching angrily. This cartoon shows that some people were critical of America’s decision to intervene in the internal disputes between Spain and her colonies. It seemed especially egregious (bad) that we were taking the Philippines away from Spain—since the Philippine Islands are not in “our part of the world” (the western hemisphere).  

U.S. Imperialism
Today’s worksheet also contains the following sentence: “In the late 1800s, the United States decided to become an imperialist power like European countries.” This sentence puts the Spanish-American War in its worldwide context. During the late 1800s, many European countries were greedily gobbling up colonies in every part of the world. In fact, the competition for colonies in Africa and Asia had become so fierce that people had to come up with a whole new name for it—instead of calling it “colonialism,” people started calling it imperialism
. Imperialism and colonialism are basically the same thing:  imperialism simply refers to the type of colonization that was going on in the late 1800s. With rapid-fire weapons such as Gatling guns, the European powers had taken colonization to a whole new level, and thus it seemed to merit a new name. 

The United States stayed out of the “Scramble for Africa,” but it was definitely interested in expanding its influence in the Caribbean, Central America, Asia, and the Pacific. Many Americans were openly calling on the United States to become an imperial power. Among these Americans was Teddy Roosevelt, who would soon become the president of the United Sates. 
With its victory in the Spanish-American war, the United States became an empire (or, if you prefer, an “imperialist power”). In its peace treaty with Spain, the United States gained the formerly Spanish territories of Cuba, Guam, Puerto Rico, and the Philippines.  The term “imperialism” describes the relationship that followed. We kept control of these islands partly to help them, but also to benefit ourselves. Some Americans were happy, but critics called it “un-American.” 

Keep in mind: The last few decades of the 1800s are often called the “Gilded Age” in America. Worldwide, this same time period is often called the “Age of Imperialism.” 

Cuba

For Cuba, the Spanish-American War proved to be a disappointment. Cuba did win independence from Spain, but the Platt Amendment
 effectively made it a protectorate of the United States. The amendment limited Cuba's independence and gave the United States the right to intervene to ensure stable government. Under pressure by the United States, the Cubans incorporated the amendment's provisions in their constitution of 1901. Cubans resented the amendment, however, and it was withdrawn in 1934. 

Continued resentment against the United States eventually led to Cuba’s communist revolution of 1959. Following the revolution, rebel leader Fidel Castro confiscated the property of many wealthy Cubans and Americans, and thousands of Americans were expelled from the island. But Castro was never strong enough to force the U.S. military out of its base at Guantanamo Bay. To this day, the United States continues to operate a military base at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba—against the wishes of Cuba’s communist government. 
The Philippines

Filipinos were also led to believe that the Spanish-American War would bring them independence. But when it became clear that the United States intended to keep the islands, the new Philippine Republic declared war on the United States. President McKinley sent U.S. soldiers 7,000 miles to kill people fighting for freedom. Many in the U.S. saw the war as a “monstrous pervasion of American ideals.” After four years of heavy resistance from Filipino guerillas, the United States “pacified” the “insurgents” and forced them to surrender. 

In the 1930s, tensions increased between the United States and Japan, as each of these countries strove to become the dominant power in the Pacific region. When war broke out in 1941, Japan succeeded in taking away the Philippines away from United States. 

Believing that the Japanese would grant them independence, some Filipinos welcomed them as “liberators.” But soon enough the Filipinos realized that their “new masters” (the Japanese) were even worse than their “old masters” (the Americans). Choosing the lesser of two evils, most Filipinos supported the United States in its fight against Japan. Following World War II, the United States granted the Philippines independence. It has maintained a friendly relationship with the Philippines ever since.

Puerto Rico and Guam
Both Puerto Rico and Guam remain “territories” of the United States. Native-born inhabitants are considered U.S. citizens and are entitled to most of the rights granted by the U.S. Constitution. While both these islands have “independence movements,” most inhabitants are fairly happy, and independence for either island seems extremely unlikely.

Reasons for U.S. Imperialism

Today’s worksheet, The Spanish American War, mentions three reasons for U.S. Imperialism:
1. To establish military strength, especially naval power. 

2. To open new markets.

3. To spread its “superior” culture.

The first point is easy to understand. If you want warships, you need safe harbors at various convenient locations. Cuba, Puerto Rico, Guam, and the Philippines all served as convenient sites for U.S. naval bases. (The U.S. continues to have military bases in Cuba, Puerto Rico, and Guam. Its military bases in the Philippines were closed in 1992).

The third point—(that is, “to spread its ‘superior’ culture)—is also fairly easy to understand. The poem The White Man’s Burden is an easy way to remember American attitudes at the time. 

The second point, however, merits a bit of explanation. What exactly does it mean when a textbook says that the U.S. became an imperialist power in order “to open new markets”?

Opening Markets

There are two things that factory owners always want: First, they want cheaper “raw materials” (Raw materials are things like steel, wood, rubber, cotton, etc. which can be turned into manufactured products like railways, cars, tables, tires, clothes, etc.). Second, factory owners want “new markets,” meaning they want more people to whom they can sell their manufactured products. Colonies can provide both these things. Hence, industrial leaders (factory owners) have often encouraged the U.S. government to colonize (or control) other nations.
Cuba is a good example. As your worksheet points out, before 1998, “American businesses invested heavily in Cuba.” In other words, wealthy American families bought large plantations on Cuba and got into the sugar business. In Cuba, you can grow sugar cheaply. Then you take that sugar and ship it back to the United States, where consumers love to eat sugar. A lot of families got rich this way. Some of them became very powerful. Naturally, such families would not have wanted Cuba to become independent, because who knows what might have happened to their sugar plantations if the people of Cuba ever decided that it didn’t seem right for rich Americans to be making fortunes from the sweat and labor of poor Cuban laborers.  

In fact, when Castro took control of the island in 1959—he nationalized (took away) the sugar plantations, and a lot of Americans lost a lot of money—exactly what they were afraid of. Whenever an American business person “invests” overseas, it usually means that the American has bought property in that country, or built a business in that country, and now that American is going to try very hard to get the U.S. government to protect that investment by suppressing any rebels who threaten the status quo (the current situation). 

Likewise, as long as Cuba was a colony of the U.S., its markets remained “open,” meaning that it was easy for U.S. companies to own property in Cuba, do business in Cuba, and sell manufactured products to Cubans. As soon as Castro took over, however, he “closed” Cuba to foreigners. Not only did Americans lose their right to own property in Cuba, they also lost their Cuban customers. 

American businesspeople who make money overseas have often pushed the United States into foreign wars. Some wars are fought to “open” new markets; others are fought to prevent markets from closing. Either way, people get killed.

A recent example is the recent war in Iraq. While President Bush claimed that the war was to overthrow an evil dictator, Saddam Hussein, many people believe that the real reason was to enable U.S. oil companies to drill for Iraqi oil. 

Hawaii

Hawaii is another good example of how U.S. businessmen have often nudged the United States toward imperialism. The Hawaiian Islands were never ruled by Spain, but in 1998—(the same year as the Spanish-American War)—they also became a territory of the United States. The annexation
 of Hawaii is a story of money, power and betrayal. 

Hawaii was a proud and independent nation when Capt. James Cook waded ashore in 1778. Hawaiians had run their own affairs for some 2,000 years. The kingdom signed trade and peace treaties with the United States, England and other foreign nations, each recognizing Hawaii's independence. 

Flocks of American missionaries began arriving from Boston in 1820 and were welcomed warmly; many decided to stay on the islands rather than return to the frigid Northeast. Their new roots in paradise went deep: The missionaries became powerful sugar planters and politicians, often serving as advisers to the king. 

The monarchy was weakened. The planters’ powers were strengthened. 

The United States was the biggest market for Hawaii’s sugar. The transplanted planters longed for Hawaii to become part of the United States so they wouldn’t have to worry about tariffs. The U.S. minister to Hawaii, John L. Stevens, was anxious to annex the islands as well. 

Sensing this, Queen Liliuokalani
 was on the verge of imposing a new Constitution shifting power back to the monarchy—but she never got the chance. In 1893, U.S. Marines landed in Honolulu armed with Howitzer cannons and carbines. A group of 18 men—mostly American sugar farmers—staged a coup, proclaiming themselves the “provisional government” of Hawaii. Stevens gave immediate recognition to them as Hawaii's true government. 

Imprisoned in Iolani Palace, Queen Liliuokalani issued a statement: “I yield to the superior force of the United States of America, whose minister, his Excellency John L. Stevens, has caused United States troops to be landed at Honolulu. . . . Now, to avoid any collision of armed forces and perhaps the loss of life, I do, under this protest, and impelled by said force, yield my authority until such time as the government of the United States shall undo the action of its representative and reinstate me.” 

President Grover Cleveland investigated the coup and fired Stevens. He apologized to the queen. And on Dec. 18, 1893, he briefed Congress on his findings: 

“By an act of war, committed with the participation of a diplomatic representative of the United States and without authority of Congress, the government of a feeble but friendly and confiding people has been overthrown,” Cleveland said. “A substantial wrong has thus been done, which a due regard for our national character, as well as the rights of the injured people, requires we should endeavor to repair.”

Cleveland refused to approve the annexation of Hawaii, which the provisional government, run by the planters, wanted.  Soon, however, he was out of office, and President William McKinley gave it his blessing. In 1898, the U.S. government annexed Hawaii as a territory, and 60 years later, Hawaii became the 49th state.

In 1993, Congress issued a formal apology for overthrowing the Hawaiian Kingdom. It was the first time in American history that the United States government has apologized for overthrowing the government of a sovereign nation.
Today, some “native” Hawaiians continue to dream of independence, but the relationship between the U.S. and Hawaii has grown so close that such a prospect is very hard to imagine. 

9.3 Open Door Policy—(Do Now Reading)
Imagine that you are a Chinese person living in China in 1998. While sipping tea at a tea shop one day, you hear the following conversation:
“Did you hear the news? The Americans have seized the Philippines from Spain. They are planning to keep it and make it an American colony.”

“That’s bad news for China. That puts the Americans too close to our borders. They may decide to take over China next.”  
“If there is anything left to take over!” says another man harshly. “Already, China is controlled by foreigners. British, French, Russians, Germans, and Japanese control everything! They treat us as if we were women! The trade agreements they force us to sign are ruining our country, and yet we can do nothing, because the emperor is weak. 
Another man growls. “The ones I hate are the Christian missionaries. It drives me mad how they incessantly cram their religion down our throats!” 
The first man sighs wearily. “Yes, but what can we do? China is weak.”   
“We should rebel against foreign control! If the emperor is too weak to kick the foreigners out, then we should mount a rebellion ourselves.”

A hush falls over the group. “That would be dangerous. We have no weapons which can match those possessed by the foreigners. They have steam-ships and cannon and firearms. All we have is our hands and feet.”

A man who has been listening from a corner table joins the conversation. He has a confident air, and by his clothes and his athletic physique me you can tell he is a Kung Fu master. He says, “That is all we need—our hands and feet. If you train in Kung Fu, even bullets won’t be able to stop you.”

One of the men snorts skeptically. “Kung Fu against bullets? With all due respect, master, you are crazy.”

The Kung Fu master shakes his head. “No, listen to me. I belong to a secret society called the Fists of Righteous Harmony. We have perfected our Kung Fu skills, and now, even bullets cannot harm us. Would you like to join? I will teach you the ancient art of Kung Fu. We will train together, and then we will teach these foreign bastards a lesson!”

Excitedly, you all decided to join this secret Kung Fu society. And for many months you train hard. As your skills improve, you gain confidence. Finally, you get word from your leader: The Fists of Righteous Harmony are ready to spring into action. In an angry gang, you take to the streets, beating up foreigners and burning foreign-owned businesses.  The “Boxer Rebellion” has begun.
9.3 Open Door Policy—(Do Now)

Year: __________________

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


9.3 Open Door Policy—(Lesson)

Having taken possession of the Philippines after the Spanish-American War, the United States took Far Eastern matters more seriously. In this lesson, we take a look at America’s relationship with China.

By 1900, China was in political and economic disarray. China still had an emperor and system of government, but foreign powers were truly in control. Although the Chinese Empire was not carved into colonies such as Africa, foreign powers did establish quasi-colonial entities called spheres of influence
.  Those enjoying special privileges in this fashion included Great Britain, France, Russia, Germany, and Japan. The United States feared that if these other nations established trade practices that excluded other nations, American trade would suffer. 

In the fall of 1898, President McKinley stated his desire for the creation of an "open door" that would allow all trading nations access to the Chinese market. The following year, Secretary of State John Hay circulated letters among all the powers called Open Door Notes, requesting that all nations agree to free trade in China. Hay’s proposal called for the establishment of equal trading rights to all nations in all parts of China and for recognition of Chinese territorial integrity (meaning that the country should not be carved up). The impact of such a policy would be to put all of the imperial nations on an equal footing and minimize the power of those nations with existing spheres of influence.

 While Britain agreed, all the other powers declined in private responses. Hay, however, lied to the world and declared that all had accepted. The imperial powers, faced with having to admit publicly to greedy designs in China, remained silent and the Open Door Policy
 went into effect. Only Russia and Japan voiced displeasure.

On the surface, it appeared that the United States had advanced a reform viewpoint, but the truth was otherwise. The U.S. had no sphere of influence in China, but had long maintained an active trade there. If other nations were to partition China, the United States would likely be excluded from future commercial activities. In short, Hay was simply trying to protect the prospects of American businessmen and investors.

Not everyone cooperated with the Open Door Policy. For one, China had never agreed to such a policy—no one had even bothered to ask it how it felt. Tired of being pushed around by foreign powers, in 1900 a group of Chinese nationalists known as “Boxers” led an uprising against foreigners. The Boxers belonged to a secret society called the Fists Of Righteous Harmony, and they believed that their Kung Fu training made them impervious to Western bullets. Needless to say, they were wrong. The boxers did do a lot of damage to foreign-owned property, but in the end they were no match for a multinational force which was sent to China to put down the uprising. The Boxer Rebellion
 marked the first time that the United States invaded another continent. The rebels were subdued, and China was forced to pay $330 million to the United States.

Another serious challenge to the Open Door Policy came in 1904, when Japan started to colonize parts of Manchuria
 (the northeast part of China). In the 1930s, Japan’s expansion into China became more aggressive, and the United States became even more alarmed. Friction between the United States and Japan finally led to all-out war in 1941 (after the bombing of Pearl Harbor). Thus, it can be said that Japan’s violation of the Open Door Policy was at least one contributing factor to World War II. 

The open door agreement remained the basis of U.S. policy toward China until the establishment of the Communist regime there in 1949. 

10.1 Panama Canal—(Do Now Reading)
Since the earliest days of European exploration, ships in the “New World” faced a distressing reality: There was no easy way to sail from the Atlantic coast to the Pacific coast, or vice versa. The only way to make the journey was by “rounding the Horn,” that is, by going around Cape Horn, which is the southernmost tip of South America. But Cape Horn is notorious for its gale-force winds and rough seas and many ships that tried the journey ended up on the rocks or the bottom of the sea.  

The French were the first to pursue the idea of digging a canal across Central America. In 1878, a French company started digging a canal across the Isthmus of Panama. (An isthmus is a skinny neck of land that connects two larger land masses). But the hot climate, swamps, snakes, and mosquitoes proved too much. Disheartened, the French offered to sell the unfinished project to the United States. 

In 1902, the United States agreed to take over the project—provided it could reach an agreement with Colombia. (At that time, the Isthmus of Panama was part of Colombia). U.S. President Theodore Roosevelt offered Colombia 10 million dollars for a fifty-mile strip across the isthmus. Holding out for more money, Colombia refused.

Roosevelt was furious. “We were dealing with a government of irresponsible bandits,” Roosevelt stormed. “I was prepared to . . . at once occupy the Isthmus anyhow, and proceed to dig the canal. But I deemed it likely that there would be a revolution in Panama soon.” 

Teddy was right. In 1903, the chief engineer of the partly-built canal organized a local revolt. This rag-tag group of “revolutionaries” declared independence from Colombia, and Roosevelt immediately sent a battleship and a detachment of marines to Panama to support the new government. Colombia was powerless to stop the uprising. Within days, the United States recognized the new country of Panama. 

However, the US still did not have permission to build a canal in Panama. This was solved two weeks later, with the signing of the signing of the Hay-Bunau-Varilla Treaty. The treaty gave the United States rights to a canal zone 20 miles wide, for which the United States would pay $10 million up front and $250,000 yearly in rental payments. The U.S. could lease the land “in perpetuity” (forever). The treaty also stated that the French would be paid $40 million for their company assets in Panama.

The problem with the treaty was that it was not signed by anyone of Panamanian citizenship. Phillipe Bunau-Varilla, the man who brokered the treaty in Washington, was French and was only connected with Panama in that he was a shareholder in the French canal company. 
In any case, in 1904, Roosevelt ordered army engineers to start digging. Thousands of workers sweated in the malarial heat. They tore up jungles and cut down mountains. Insects thrived in muddy, stagnant pools. “Mosquitoes get so thick you get a mouthful with every breath,” a worker complained. The mosquitoes also carried yellow fever, and many fell victim to the deadly disease. Six thousand workers died over the next ten years, bringing the total death toll for the construction of the canal to 27,500.

Some Americans did not approve of Roosevelt's behavior. "There was much accusation about my having acted in an ‘unconstitutional’ manner,” Teddy shrugged. “I took the isthmus, started the canal, and then left Congress—not to debate the canal, but to debate me. . . . While the debate goes on, the canal does too; and they are welcome to debate me as long as they wish, provided that we can go on with the canal.” 

Work did go on. Despite lethal landslides, workers with dynamite and clumsy steam shovels cut their way across a continent. They built a railroad, three sets of concrete locks, and a huge artificial lake. Nine years later the freighter Ancon entered the new channel. Hundreds of construction workers hopped aboard for the historic ride. A shiny towing locomotive pulled the Ancon into the first lock. Bands played and crowds cheered as the ship slipped into the Pacific. 
America’s new canal was the greatly strengthened its place in the world. The U.S. could now move its navy quickly from one ocean to another. The canal completely eliminated the 7,800 mile journey around South America. A trip that once two four months now took about forty-seven days. The canal was the greatest engineering feat in history at the time.
But not everyone was happy. Many Latin American countries thought America had “bullied” Colombia by supporting the revolt in Panama. And although the Panamanian government eventually accepted the Hay-Bunau-Varilla Treaty, it remained resentful about the terms, which stated that the U.S. could lease the land “in perpetuity” (forever). The canal continued to be a bitter dividing point between Panama and the United States for nearly a century.
As a show of friendship toward Latin America, the U.S. agreed in the 1970s to transfer ownership of the canal back to Panama at the end of the century. Panama took control of the land and canal in 2000.
10.1 The Panama Canal—( Do Now)
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10.1 The Panama Canal—(Lesson)

Theodore Roosevelt’s “Big Stick”

Theodore Roosevelt was fond of quoting an African proverb: “Speak softly and carry a big stick—you will go far.” This proverb suggests an image of a man who never needs to raise his voice—because everyone knows that this guy can really “kick ass.” Have you ever noticed that? People who are truly powerful don’t need to yell and scream. 

Roosevelt felt that America needed a “big stick” (a strong weapon with which to intimidate its enemies). For Roosevelt, this meant building up the strength of the U.S. Navy. During his term as president, he built 11 new battleships, and in 1907, he sent the entire American battle fleet on a round-the-world cruise. There was really no military reason to do this—it was just a publicity stunt, like a military parade. In fact, critics pointed out that the cruise left America dangerously unprotected. Nonetheless, sixteen U.S. battle ships—their hulls painted white—departed Virginia in 1907 and returned 14 months later. Along the way they stopped at dozens of ports around the world, and in every port, the ships were greeted by wildly cheering crowds. 

The voyage of the Great White Fleet
 made headlines around the world. Ostensibly (on the surface), the purpose of the trip was to pay some ceremonial visits to some of America’s friends. But the underlying message was clear: The United States now had a very big stick. 

Big Stick Diplomacy

Roosevelt was not afraid to use his “big stick.” He had proven this in 1903, when Colombia had refused to give the U.S. permission to build a canal across Panama. Determined to build his canal, Roosevelt encouraged Panamanian rebels to declare independence, and sent a battleship to the region to support them. This is an example of “gunboat  diplomacy.”  This tough approach to international relations is sometimes called “big stick diplomacy
.” 
The following year, the U.S. invaded the Dominican Republic, an island nation in the Caribbean. Roosevelt said that this was “for their own good.” Not everyone agreed. What right did the U.S. have to invade another country? What Roosevelt needed was a good excuse to justify the invasion—so he cited the Monroe Doctrine.  

Do you remember the Monroe Doctrine
? (We studied it in the lesson on the Spanish-American War). The Monroe Doctrine dates back to the 1820s (75 years before Roosevelt became president). At that time, many Latin American countries were declaring independence from Spain, but these infant countries were vulnerable, and there were rumors that some kings in Europe were plotting to re-colonize Latin America. In response, President Monroe made a speech: “Europe—stay out of the Americas!” This idea came to be known as the Monroe Doctrine. The Monroe Doctrine is a formal expression of America’s commitment to defend the freedom of the countries of Latin America. 

In 1823, when President Monroe made his famous pronouncement, the “Monroe Doctrine” was nothing but words on paper. The truth was that the United States was far too weak to defend anyone except itself. 
Jump forward 75 years, and America is no longer a weakling. It has just won a war against Spain—the Spanish American War—and Theodore Roosevelt, a tough-talking war hero, is president of the United States. Anything that Roosevelt says must be taken seriously.

And what Roosevelt said is this: “The Monroe Doctrine gives me the right to invade the Dominican Republic.” His logic went like this:  
1. The Dominican Republic cannot pay its debt to European bankers.

2. Because of this, some European countries may be plotting a takeover of the island and its resources. 

3. In order to protect the Dominican Republic, we need to take it over first.

And just in case anyone still had doubts about America’s “right” to invade an island in the Caribbean, Roosevelt added his own corollary to the Monroe Doctrine. (A corollary is a second statement which is closely related to the first). According to the Roosevelt Corollary
:
Chronic wrong doing, or an impotence which results in a general loosening of the ties of civilized society, may in America, as elsewhere, ultimately require intervention by some civilized nation, and in the Western Hemisphere the adherence of the United States to the Monroe Doctrine may force the United States, however reluctantly, in flagrant cases of such wrongdoing or impotence, to the exercise of an international police power.
In effect, Roosevelt was saying two things:

1. In disputes that may arise in Latin America, the U.S. may sometimes be forced to intervene, in order to prevent some European Power from intervening.

2. The U.S. may occasionally be forced to act as an “international policeman” in order to keep the peace in Latin America.

The Roosevelt Corollary to the Monroe Doctrine clearly shifted the balance of power between the contradictory clauses of the Monroe Doctrine. Originally, the Monroe Doctrine had contained the idea that the United States would not interfere in the politics of Latin America. Now, according to Roosevelt, the U.S. reserved the right to act as an “international policeman” whenever some problem threatened the peace or stability of the region.   

In the decades that followed, American politicians often cited the Monroe Doctrine and the Roosevelt Corollary whenever they wanted an excuse to invade a Latin American country. In fact, by the end of the 20th century, the United States had “fixed problems” in Latin America more than 40 different times, each time by sending military troops. Not surprisingly, Latin American countries came to resent these interventions. When the Monroe Doctrine was first announced, Latin American countries loved the idea that the United States would come to their defense. Now, in many Latin American countries, “Yankee go home!” is a popular political slogan. (Yankee is a slang word for the United States).

Key Points:
· Although the Panama Canal was built over three different presidencies (Theodore Roosevelt, William Taft, and Woodrow Wilson), it is Roosevelt who usually gets most of the credit. 

· Roosevelt supported a revolution in Panama in order to acquire the right to build the canal. 

· Theodore Roosevelt’s “Big Stick” most often refers to the U.S. Navy. 
· “Big Stick Diplomacy” refers to Roosevelt’s approach to international relations. More specifically, it refers to his willingness to use military force to intimidate or invade other countries—especially the countries of Central America and the Caribbean. The Panama Revolution and the voyage of the Great White Fleet are common examples.

· The Monroe Doctrine is a formal expression of America’s commitment to defend the countries of Latin America.

· The Roosevelt Corollary to the Monroe Doctrine asserts that the United States is an “international policeman.” According to this view, the U.S. has the right to invade any country in Latin America which might be “behaving badly.”
· America’s numerous interventions in Latin America have caused many Latin American countries to resent us.

10.2 Effects of Industrialization—(Do Now Reading)
Imagine that the year is 1906. You are sitting at breakfast, eating your eggs and sausage, while reading a best-selling novel by Upton Sinclair. The novel is called The Jungle, and it is about an immigrant family from Lithuania that finds work in Chicago’s slaughterhouses. Most importantly, you have heard from a friend that the novel accurately portrays the conditions in the meatpacking factories of Chicago. As you chew on gristly pieces of meat, you read passages like this: 

Later came midsummer, with a stifling heat, when the dingy killing beds became a very purgatory. One time in a single day, three men fell dead from sunstroke. All day long the rivers of hot blood poured forth, until with the sun beating down and the air motionless, the stench was enough to knock a man over. All the old smells of a generation would be drawn out by this heat, for there was never any washing of the walls or rafters and pillars, and they were caked with filth of a lifetime. Those who worked on the killing beds would come to reek with foulness too, so that you could smell one of them 50 feet away. There descended on the Packingtown a veritable Egyptian plague of flies. There could be no describing it. The house would be black with them. Whenever you opened the door, they’d rush in as if storm of wind was driving them. 

A man could run his hands over the piles of meat and swap off handfuls of dry dung of rats (rat shit). These rats were nuisances, and the packers could put out poisoned bread for them; they would die; and the rats, bread, and meat would go in the hoppers together. This is no fairy story and no joke; the meat would be shoveled into carts, and the man who did the shoveling did not trouble to lift out a rat, even when he saw one.

And as for the other men who worked in tank rooms full of steam, and in some of which there were open vats near the level of the floor, their peculiar trouble was that they fell into the vats, and when they were fished out there was never enough for them left to be worth exhibiting. Sometimes they would be overlooked for days, until all but the bones of them had gone out to the world as Durham’s pure leaf lard.

You pause, thinking about what you have just read. Could this really be true? Did workers sometimes fall into big tanks of boiling fat and disappear—until they eventually showed up in a tin of Durham’s “pure leaf” lard (fat used for frying). Perturbed, you call out to the servant in the kitchen: “Wanda, what brand of lard did you use to fry up these eggs?  



“Durham’s,” comes the reply. “It’s the only brand we ever buy.”  

Feeling a bit queasy, you decide to write President Theodore Roosevelt a letter. 

10.2 Effects of Industrialization—(Do Now)
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10.2 Effects of Industrialization—(Lesson)

Today’s worksheet is called Effects of Industrialization. The following material should help you to understand the key points.

Cities

Cities at the turn of the century were dirty, crowded, and full of animals. A city like Chicago, a big slaughterhouse center, had tens of thousands of farm animals coming into town, and every other city did as well. Farm animals were sometimes kept in urban conditions, and horses were used for transportation. 

The streets were deep with manure. Sometimes horses died in the streets, and they are very heavy. In fact, the only way you could get rid of a dead horse was to get a team of two other horses to come to drag it away. Urban reformers like Jacob Riis took photographs of kids playing in the gutters with the corpses of dead horses there, which had sometimes been there for a day or two. In 1873, there was an epidemic among the horses in Philadelphia, which killed 2,500 of them in the space of three weeks. Here is a quote from Jacob Riis: “They’ll tell you with a laugh at the Elizabeth Street police station that only a few days ago when a dead goat had been reported lying in Pell Street, it was mysteriously missing by the time the offal cart came to take it away. It turned out that an Italian had carried it off in his sack to a wake or a feast of some sort in one of the back alleys.” Thus, Riis paints this horrifying picture of diseased animals dying and then being eaten. 

A lot of food on sale in the cities was impure, and people died of food poisoning at a very, very high rate. The impure food scandal came to a crisis in 1906, when an urban reformer named Upton Sinclair
, a Socialist novelist, published a book called The Jungle
. This book is one of the most famous novels in the early 20th century, and it prompted a round of legislation in favor of reforming food practices. 

Upton Sinclair himself intended his book to be a socialist tract—a book that would persuade working-class people to become socialists
. Sinclair prepared for writing the novel by investigation the Chicago slaughterhouses, and he gave lurid but very accurate descriptions of what they were like, alive with rats and flies, and stinking of blood and decay. When The Jungle was released it became a great bestseller, but to the indignation of Upton Sinclair, the author, it did not convert a generation of people into socialists. Instead it converted a generation into food reform activists. 

One of the people who read it was the president, Theodore Roosevelt. Roosevelt was an avid reader as well as a sausage-lover. Apparently, after reading The Jungle, he completely lost his appetite. With the support of thousands of outraged citizens, Roosevelt took the initiative to say to Congress, “We’ve got to start enforcing some regulations
 on the way in which mass produced food is prepared.” 

Within months Congress had passed the Pure Food and Drug Act 
and the Meat Inspection Act. These laws have greatly increased the safety of our foods. Nonetheless, you still might not want to look too closely at what is inside a hot dog. 

Muckrakers

Upton Sinclair is a good example of a “muckraker
.” Muckrakers were reporters and writers in the late 1800s and early 1900s who exposed problems in American society like child labor, sweatshops, corruption in politics, and dangerous food. The term literally means “someone who rakes muck.” Muck is the nasty combination of manure, straw, mud, and filth that is left on the floor of a barn by all the farm animals. If you are raking muck, you are probably cleaning out the barn—or digging up dirt in search of corruption. It’s dirty work, but someone has to do it.  

Other famous muckrakers include Jacob Riis (How the Other Half Lives) and Ida Tarbell (The History of the Standard Oil Company). These people “raked through the muck” in order to uncover problems caused by poverty and corruption. Today they would be called investigative reporters.
Social Reformers

A number of social reformers, many of them women, also worked to improve conditions in American society. One of them, Jane Addams
, has already been mentioned. (Addams was a proponent of the Social Gospel—the idea that Christians should try to help the poor).  Addams is most famous for establishing Hull House
 in 1889 as a kind of community center in a slum section of Chicago.  It offered advice and classes for immigrants trying to adjust to American life, and its success led to the creation of settlement houses in other cities.
Another famous reformer is Margaret Sanger
. Sanger was a nurse and social worker who fought for the right to distribute information about birth control in the 1910s and 1920s. 

At that time, it was not uncommon for some women to have more than 10 children. Such high rates of birth tend to increase poverty, as well as the chance that the mother might die during childbirth. Sanger took up the cause of birth control after working as a nurse in poor neighborhoods in New York City.  She found that many women were eager for information on how to limit the size of their families, but at the time, a national anti-pornography law was often interpreted as prohibiting contraception publications.  Thus, Sanger sometimes found herself in jail, accused of distributing pornography. (A federal court struck down that interpretation in the 1930s.) 

Undaunted by anti-pornography laws, Sanger continued her crusade, starting the organization that is now called Planned Parenthood
. Today, Planned Parenthood is the leading provider of birth control services in America. Sanger also expanded her efforts to the international level, and worked to bring birth control information to India and other countries.

Summary:

The Progressive movement was not a unified movement with one leader and a clear focus. Rather, it was a collection of many organizations and smaller movements that pursued similar goals during the same time period. Muckrakers, social reformers, and union leaders kept pressure on the government to solve problems created by industrialization. The Progressives included political reformers fighting against corruption, public health officials working to establish health and safety standards, women fighting for the vote, and many others. What unified these groups was the belief that government should act to help solve problems in American society. Progressivism
 might be thought of as many streams running in the same direction rather than one great river.

Today’s Worksheet: Effects of Industrialization
10.3 Technology Changes America—(Do Now Reading)
The Gilded Age was a time of great technological advancements. Thomas Edison
 developed the electric light bulb in 1879, and within a few decades, many cities enjoyed electric lighting. No longer dependent on the rising and setting of the sun, city dwellers could now enjoy a night life that candles simply could not provide. 

Alexander Graham Bell
 added a new dimension to communications with his telephone in 1876. The implications for the business world were staggering, as the volume of trade skyrocketed with faster communications. In addition to the telephone, many urban residents enjoyed electric fans, electric sewing machines, and electric irons by 1900.

The last few decades of the 1800s were also the great heyday of the bicycle. New designs made a bicycle a practical investment for the working man as transportation, and gave him a much greater flexibility. The new designs also allowed ladies to ride bicycles and still keep their legs covered with long skirts. The bicycle craze killed the bustle and the corset, instituted "common-sense dressing" for women and increased their mobility considerably. In 1896 Susan B. Anthony said that "the bicycle has done more for the emancipation of women than anything else in the world."

As America moved into the 20th century, cities continued to grow rapidly. By 1900, many had electric trolley systems and large downtown department stores. The first steel framed “skyscrapers” were built in Chicago. 
In 1913, mass produced automobiles started rolling off assembly lines
 developed by Henry Ford
. His Model T
 changed the look of America. Paved roads spread between major cities. America’s great love affair with the automobile had begun. 

Meanwhile, aviation technology was also advancing rapidly. The first successful airplane was developed by Wilbur and Orville Wright
.  The brothers were bicycle mechanics who had spent years working with kites and wing shapes to understand the physics of flight. The first powered airplane took off from the windy sand dunes at Kitty Hawk, North Carolina, in 1903. A decade later, Americans were already starting to fly commercially between cities.
10.3 Technology Changes America—(Do Now)
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10.3 Technology Changes America—(Lesson)

11.5.7 Discuss the rise of mass production techniques, the growth of cities, the impact of new technologies (e.g. the automobile, electricity), and the resulting prosperity and effect on the American landscape.

Today’s worksheet is called Technology Changes America. 
Mass Production Techniques 

The very earliest cars were individually built, and they were luxury items that were far too expensive for the ordinary citizen to be able to buy. Then Henry Ford came along.  Ford had studied the meatpacking industry, and he noticed that butchers stood in place, making various cuts, as the carcasses of pigs and cows moved passed them on hooks. So Ford thought, “It they can kill pigs and cows that way, we can build cars that way.” Thus, he developed the moving assembly line based on the model of the meatpackers’ disassembly line.

In the early Ford factories, various components were put together at workbenches. In 1913, though, the Ford factory switched over to the moving assembly line, where each worker stood still and the line gradually moved past him, and he’d just do one job on the car as it was being assembled, right from the beginning all the way through to its end. That had the effect of enormously increasing the rate at which the vehicles could be produced.

Already by 1913, the first year of the assembly line, Ford’s factories were finishing one car on average every 40 seconds. By the end of that year, Ford was producing 200,000 cars per year. As production increased, the price went down. One of Ford’s biggest successes was his Model T, manufactured between 1909 and 1927. By the 1920s, the price of a Model T had fallen to $290 (equivalent to $3,258 today). In all, Ford built 15 million Model T’s, and this car is generally considered to be the first affordable automobile—the car that made automobile ownership possible for common, middle-class Americans. 

Manufacturers immediately realized the importance of the moveable assembly line, and they copied Ford’s methods. Even in his own lifetime, Ford became a hero of the Industrial Revolution.  

One of the great problems that Ford and many other manufacturers suffered from was that the work was becoming more and more boring.  In the 19th century, workers were skilled craftsmen, because they had to learn how to put together a device from beginning to end. Now, however, each workman tended to do just one tiny little part of the work, sometimes just adding one component or tightening up a pair of screws—a very, very simple monotonous and repetitive job. 

Ford discovered that boredom let to a massive turnover in his factories. For example, 300 percent of his workforce turned over in 1913. In other words, the entire workforce left three times over in the space of one calendar year. Although working on a Ford assembly line was reliable work, people just couldn’t bear the boredom of it. The massive turnover was causing huge problems and decreasing the quality of the work. 

So Ford decided to pay his workers a great deal more. This was a time when the average industrial wage was something like $1.50 per day. Ford raised it to $5 a day, making Ford by far the most high-paying manufacturer in Detroit. How would you like your income to be raised by 250 percent? It would make it far more likely that you would in fact stay at the job, whatever your discontents were with that work. 

The work didn’t become any less boring. It remained as monotonous as before, but now the high wage maintained employees’ loyalty, so that people leaving the factory became far less common. A further benefit was that now Ford workers could afford to buy the cars that they were making, thus increasing sales.

Growth of Advertising

Advertising developed along with mass production of consumer goods, because it wasn’t enough to make these things; you had to make sure that you could then sell them. Nearly all the classic devices of advertising that we still see today were formed in the 1910s and 1920s. One of the classic devices that is still often used is this: You convince the customer that in some way, his or her life is impoverished, that they’ve got a problem—that their life isn’t really quite adequate in some way, but then you say, “Here’s the product that’ll solve that problem.” In other words, you create the need and then you provide the solution. 

Growth of Consumer Credit

Buying on credit spread along with advertising. Business leaders realized: “If we charge relatively high prices for these things we’re making, and demand that the customer pay all of it, most customers simply aren’t going to be able to, and that’s going to create a crisis in production for us, so we must enable customers to buy these things before they can really quite afford it.” The rapid rise of consumer indebtedness and installment payments, which again is so much part of the world today, was begun then, back in the 1910s and 1920s.

Streetcars
The invention of streetcars made it possible for cities to spread out, because now you could live further away from your place of work, and commute there rapidly by the streetcar, and then commute out again into the neighborhoods in the evening. At first, street cars were drawn by horses; then, after 1890, they started to be electrified. Streetcars made it possible for cities to begin to diminish their very, very high population density. 
In most of America, the prevailing wind blows from the west to the east, which meant that the most attractive neighborhood to live in was west of downtown, because that way, instead of having clouds of smoke and fumes blowing from the city over your residence, you would be west of the source of the smoke in the first place. The people who popularized suburbs—these little areas away from the downtown—said that this was a way of living and working in town but because you could have, like a little garden attached to your suburban house, you had a glimpse, a little reminiscence of the old rural life that you had left behind. After all, a very large quantity of the new American middle class and working classes were Americans who had moved out of farming into the city. Now, they could have a little fragment of the countryside in their suburban garden.

After 1900, streetcars began to be complemented by bicycles, and then eventually by cars as well. 
Skyscrapers

Another new technology in the American cities was steel-girder-framed skyscrapers. These enabled the cities to grow upward.

Skyscrapers depended on a series of inventions. One of the most crucial was the safety elevator. Primitive elevators have been in existence for as long as we’ve got records. The medieval cathedrals were built with them, just a simple winch over a pulley. The great thing about the Elisha Otis safety elevator, which was first publicly tested in 1853 and patented a few years later, was this: If the cables holding the elevator broke, the elevator itself would not crash down the shaft and kill its occupants. It had a safety braking system, so it became much more reasonable to put your faith in the elevator once the Elisha safety methods had been developed. 

The other great technological advances that made skyscraper building possible were steel girder frames, the basic way in which skyscrapers have been built ever since. They were much lighter. A 10-story building made of steel and plate glass to fill in the spaces is incomparably lighter than a masonry (brick) building of the same height. In fact, as masonry building get higher, the walls in the lower areas have to become thicker and thicker, simply to hold the massive weight of everything just pressing down on them from above. Of course, if you haven’t got an elevator, you can’t really make a building higher than about five or six floors, because of the sheer difficulty of getting up and down in it. Thus steel girders and elevators together were the preconditions for the skyscraper design.
	William Taft

William Howard Taft is the president who succeeded Teddy Roosevelt. Taft was a gigantic man. He weighed over 300 pounds. He was the first of many presidents to play golf regularly, and he originated the Presidential custom of throwing out the first ball of the baseball season. Unfortunately, he is probably most famous for getting stuck in the Whitehouse bathtub. His obvious obesity helped change American attitudes toward fitness.

By the way, who was the first American president to own an automobile?

Taft, of course! 
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This fact provides us with a convenient way to remember him. Think of him as the “technology” president. Think of him as the man who led American into the “automobile revolution.” 
	William Taft
1909 – 1913 
Republican




11.1 Eugene Debs and the Election of 1912—(Do Now Reading)
By the mid-1800s, it was obvious to everyone that industrial nations all over the world had a problem. The problem was that factory workers were angry. The Industrial Revolution had not been good for them. The owners of factories—the robber barons of the world—were getting incredibly wealthy, but factory workers felt left out. The benefits of the Industrial Revolution were not being distributed fairly.

Understandably, many factory workers turned to the ideas of socialism
. Socialism is an economic system in which factories, farms, and mines are owned by the government, rather than by individuals.  Prices and wages are typically controlled by the government, which also makes decisions about what should be produced. Socialists argued that low pay and shocking working conditions common at the time were a result of the system of capitalism, which they said encouraged a heartless competition for wealth.  They wanted to replace capitalism with a more cooperative system that removed the incentive for individuals to pile up vast wealth at the expense of others.

A leading figure in America’s socialist movement was a man named Eugene Debs. In 1904, Debs helped organize the International Workers of the World (IWW)
. Members of the IWW are called “Wobblies
.” The Wobblies wanted all workers to join “one big union” and seize control of the factories. 

The IWW was violently suppressed by both the government and factory owners. Dozens of Wobblies were beaten or killed. Nonetheless, the IWW continued to organize strikes, boycotts, and acts of sabotage. Alarmed by the growing popularity of the Wobblies, some states passed laws making membership in the union a crime. Debs himself was imprisoned for failing to obey an injunction against a strike.

In prison, Debs educated himself about Socialism, and when he emerged he entered national politics.  As the candidate for various Socialist parties, Debs ran for president of the United States in 1900, 1904, 1908, and 1912. Although he never won a presidential election, his increasing popularity alarmed both Democrats and Republicans, forcing them to adopt many aspects of the Socialist agenda. 

Debs was an outspoken critic of World War I, and his many speeches against the war and the military draft led President Wilson to accuse Debs of being a “traitor to his country.” In 1919, Debs was imprisoned for “sedition” (trying to overthrow the government), and a year later, in 1920, Debs ran for president one last time—this time from his prison cell. When Debs was released from prison, the other prisoners sent him off with "a roar of cheers" and a crowd of 50,000 greeted his return to his home town in Indiana. Even the new president—Warren Harding—invited him to the White House and greeted him warmly, saying, “"Well, I've heard so damned much about you, Mr. Debs, that I am now glad to meet you personally." 

Debs died four years later, and the influence of socialism in American politics began to gradually diminish. 
11.1 Eugene Debs and the Election of 1912—(Do Now)

Year: __________________

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


11.1 Eugene Debs and the Election of 1912—(Lesson)
The election of 1912 is considered a “watershed” election in American history. (A watershed event is one which changes everything. For example, the 9-11 attacks on the U.S. are considered a watershed event in recent U.S. history). 

Study the chart below: 

The Election of 1912
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	Theodore Roosevelt

Progressive Party
	William Taft

Republican
	Woodrow Wilson

Democrat
	Eugene Debs

Socialist

	· Has already served two terms as president. 

· Formerly a Republican, now he has formed his own political party, the Progressive Party (nicknamed the “Bull Moose Party”).
	· Has already served one term as President


	· wins the election and goes on to lead America through World War I
	· founding member of the IWW, a socialist labor union

· received nearly a million votes in the election of 1912


All four of the candidates above claimed to be “progressive” candidates, because by 1912 you pretty much had to call yourself a progressive if you wanted to get elected. The real contest in 1912 was between the first three candidates: 

· Woodrow Wilson, the Democratic Candidate. 

· Howard Taft, the Republican candidate.
 
· Teddy Roosevelt, candidate of the newly formed “Progressive Party,” also known as the “Bull Moose Party.”
 

However, the real significance of this watershed election is the fourth man—Eugene Debs. Debs had already run for president several times in the early 1900s, each time gaining more votes. In this election, he managed to win nearly one million votes, as a socialist.

The impact on Politics


Wow! To everyone’s surprise, Eugene Debs manages to get nearly one million votes! It shows how fed up Americans truly were with laissez-faire capitalism
. They wanted the government to protect average, working-class people from the greed and power of the big corporations.  

The surprising popularity of Eugene Debs forced the main political parties to re-examine their positions. They thought, “We need to start incorporating some elements of the Socialists’ program, because if we don’t, they are going to be able to rise and turn into a major political party. After all, there are far more working-class people in America than members of any other class, so we—the Democrats and Republicans—have to find ways to keep hold of them.”

Today’s Worksheet:
There is no standards worksheet today. However, many parts of today’s lesson will show up on future worksheets.
11.2 Progressivism—(Do Now Reading)
On a day in 1903, two women, Miss Wald and Miss Kelly, were having their morning coffee at a settlement house in New York. The postman knocked on the door and delivered two letters.

"Why is it so many children die like flies in the summer time?" one of these letters asked. "Is there something I can do to help matters?" The other letter was from a mother whose husband had died. She was troubled because now that she would have to go out to earn support for her children, she would have to place them in an institution.

Putting down her coffee cup, Miss Wald said, “There must be thousands of mothers all over the United States in just such situations. I wish there were some agency that would tell us what can be done about these problems."

Miss Wald and Mrs. Kelley turned to the morning newspaper. The Secretary of Agriculture, the paper reported, was going south that day to find out how much damage the boll weevil was doing to the crops.

That gave Miss Wald an idea. "If the Government can have a department to take such an interest in what is happening to the nation's cotton crop, why can't it have a bureau to look after the nation's crop of children?" she asked.

A friend of Miss Wald's, impressed with the idea, wired President Theodore Roosevelt. "Bully!" the President wired back. "Come down and tell me about it." (“Bully” is an old-fashioned expression which means “Great!”)
 Nine years later, the Children’s Bureau was born. It was the first time that the national government had gotten involved in the area of social welfare (helping poor people). A woman, Julia Lathrop, was named the bureau’s chief, and thereby became the first woman to head a federal agency. 
Appalled at the nation’s high rate of infant mortality, Lathrop first concentrated on saving babies’ lives.  At that time, in some cities, up to 30% of infants died before their first birthday—a rate about 30 times higher than the infant mortality rate today! By teaching young mothers about proper hygiene and nutrition, Lathrop was able to save many babies’ lives. 
Later, the Children’s Bureau crafted the nation’s first child labor laws. The struggle to end child labor took many decades, but finally, in 1938, Congress passed the Fair Labor Standards Act which placed limits on many forms of child labor. 
The creation of the Children’s Bureau
 in 1912 is a good example of how some progressive reforms originated with ordinary citizens.
Do Now: Write the president and tell him about a progressive reform that you would like to see.
11.2 Progressivism—(Do Now)

Year: __________________

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


11.2 Progressivism—(Lesson)

11.2.9. Examine the effect of political programs and activities of the Progressives (e.g., federal regulations of railroad transport, Children’s Bureau, the Sixteenth Amendment, Theodore Roosevelt, Hiram Johnson).

The first three presidents of the twentieth century—Theodore Roosevelt, William Taft, and Woodrow Wilson—are known as the “Progressive Presidents.” All three of them pushed Congress to pass new laws to improve people’s lives, regulate business, protect the environment, defend workers, and inspect food and drugs to keep the public safe.  
The Progressive Presidents
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	Theodore Roosevelt

(Teddy Roosevelt)

1901 – 1909

Republican
	William Taft

1909 – 1913

Republican
	Woodrow Wilson

1913 – 1921

Democrat

	· earned the nickname the “trust buster.”

· regulated the railroads.

· pushed Congress to pass the Pure Food and Drug Act and the Meat Inspection Act.
· promoted conservation of America’s natural resources.
	· Children’s Bureau

· 16th Amendment (Federal Income Tax)


	· Federal Trade Commission

· Clayton Act

· Federal Reserve System


Progressive Reforms under Theodore Roosevelt
1. Trust Busting. The term “trust busting” refers to the breaking up of companies that organize into near-monopolies called trusts.  President Theodore Roosevelt was known as the “trust buster” for leading the effort to break up and regulate trusts in the early 1900s.  Typically, a trust would be sued in court for violation of one or more antitrust laws.  If the case was successful, the company would be ordered by the court to break apart into two or more independent companies that would have to compete with each other.  This, for example, was the fate of the Standard Oil trust of John D. Rockefeller.
2. Regulation of the Railroads. Railroads had long enjoyed complete monopolies in various parts of the country. Railway companies could charge high fees because they had no competition. Furthermore, they often abused their power by bribing judges and politicians. A lot of public indignation was focused on the railroads.

In 1887, Congress created the Interstate Commerce Commission
 to try to stop price-fixing on the railroads, but the agency was too weak to be effective. A few years later, in 1890, Congress made another feeble attempt to reign in the railroad barons. This time it passed the Sherman Anti-Trust Act
, a law which outlawed trusts (monopolies). But few politicians (or judges) were willing to enforce this new law against the industrial giants. In fact, ironically, the law was sometimes used to break up union activity. (The robber barons accused the unions of “acting in restraint of free trade”). Thus, during the Gilded Age, little was done to control the Big Businesses that controlled the United States.
Then Teddy Roosevelt came along. Within months of becoming President, Roosevelt used the Sherman Antitrust Act to sue the biggest of the railroad monopolies—and a friendly Supreme Court agreed with him. The Court forced the railroad to break up into smaller companies which would have to compete against each other. Roosevelt also strengthened the Interstate Commerce Commission.  

Test Hint: Under President Theodore Roosevelt’s administration, Congress gave the Interstate Commerce Commission the power to enforce legislation regulating railroad rates.

Roosevelt’s administration went on the bust up 44 more trusts—giant companies controlling oil, beef, sugar, steel, and other products. His efforts earned him the nickname the “trust buster,” and his popularity grew and grew. 

3. Pure Food and Drug Act and Meat Inspection Act. The Pure Food and Drug Act is a law passed by Congress in 1906 that placed regulations on the manufacturing of prepared foods and some medicines.  The law, along with the Meat Inspection Act, was passed as writers and scientists exposed shocking facts about the way food and drugs were prepared and sold.  It ranks among the most important of the laws associated with the Progressive movement.  It has been greatly strengthened in the decades since.
4. Conservation. “Conservation” refers to the effort to preserve and protect wildlife and natural resources from destruction or erosion.  The movement dates back at least to 1872, when the nation’s first national park, Yellowstone, was created.  Theodore Roosevelt is famous for promoting public interest in conservation, and tripled the number of acres of land set aside for national forests.  In modern times, the term “environmental” has almost replaced “conservation” in the language.
Progressive Reforms under William Taft

1. Children’s Bureau. Today you read about the Children’s Bureau in the Do Now Reading. The Children’s Bureau was established in 1912 to promote the welfare of children. 
2. 16th Amendment (Federal Income Tax). As you already know, during the Gilded Age (late 1800s), wealthy American capitalists known as robber barons grew insanely rich, while most working-class people lived in poverty. This seemed terribly unfair, so some progressive reformers looked for ways to redistribute America’s wealth more evenly. Their solution? A federal income tax that was progressive.
Note: In the term “progressive tax,” the word “progressive” is being used in a different sense than in the term “Progressive movement.” A progressive tax is the same as a graduated income tax.  In our system of graduated taxes, wealthy people not only pay more taxes, they pay a greater percentage of their income in taxes.
Progressive reformers who pushed for a federal income tax ran into a little problem: the Supreme Court ruled that a federal tax on income was unconstitutional. Thus, it took a new amendment to the Constitution—the 16th amendment—to finally make such a tax legal.

In 1913, Taft supported the 16th Amendment
 (authorizing the federal government to collect taxes on individual income) and that same year, President Wilson signed into law the first progressive (graduated) income tax
.
The progressive income tax—which asserts that the more you earn, the larger the percentage of tax you must pay—was a progressive era reform aimed at shifting more of the tax burden to wealthier Americans.  Although it was a small tax on the wealthy at the time (not more than 6%), it has since grown to be a fairly hefty tax paid by most working Americans.  It is still a “progressive tax,” which means that the tax rate goes up on higher incomes.  Most middle-class Americans today pay at a rate of about 15 percent of their total income. 
Compare the following:

	Flat Tax
	Progressive (graduated) Tax

	Poor person earns $10,000 per year, taxed at 15%, means the poor person pays $1,500 to the federal government.
	Rich person earns $100,000 per year, taxed at 15%, means the rich person pays $15,000 to the federal government.
	Poor person earns $10,000 per year, taxed at 15%, means the poor person pays $1,500 to the federal government.
	Rich person earns $100,000 per year, taxed at 22%, means the rich person pays $22,000 to the federal government.


Which system do you think is fairer? A flat tax or a progressive tax?

Progressive Reforms under Woodrow Wilson
1. Federal Trade Commission. The Federal Trade Commission is a federal agency established by Congress in 1914 with the power to investigate and stop unfair business practices.  The law is a good example of the Progressive movement’s efforts to expand the power of the federal government to regulate private business.  The commission did not take very strong action at the time against business problems, however, in part because people appointed to the commission often shared the views of big business themselves.  The commission still exists today, and deals with various business and consumer issues.

2. Clayton Act. The Clayton Act, passed in 1914, helped establish a solid legal basis for labor unions, and outlawed business practices that often led to the creation of monopolies.  The law was among the most important of the Progressive movement.  It said labor unions were not subject to antitrust laws aimed at big business, and said federal courts could not issue injunctions (orders) against peaceful strikes, picketing, or union meetings.

3. Federal Reserve System. The Federal Reserve System is the national banking system set up by Woodrow Wilson in 1913 to improve the government’s ability to maintain a stable money supply.  The system was a key Progressive movement achievement because it took control of the nation’s banking system away from private individuals and put it under a mixture of government and private control. 
Among other measures, the new system set up a network of “banks for bankers” that could support a bank that got into temporary financial trouble.  It also provided a way of easily getting more money into circulation to meet the borrowing needs of businesses and farms.  The system still exists today, as anyone can see by examining a “Federal Reserve Note” in his or her wallet.
Progressive Reforms at the State and Local level

Some of the most successful actions by Progressives were at the state, country, and city level rather than the result of federal (national) legislation. Many state governments were passing laws to restrict child labor, and many set up workmen’s compensation systems to support people injured on the job. At the local level, reform-minded mayors in many cities worked to improve schools, parks, and water systems. 

One of the most famous progressive politicians at the state level was Hiram Johnson. He is specifically mentioned by the California Content Standards, so it is important that you know who he is. Hiram Johnson
 was the governor of California between 1911 and 1917. A progressive reformer, Johnson challenged the power of the Southern Pacific Railroad Company, a giant monopoly that owned most of California’s railways (and effectively “owned” most of the state’s judges and politicians too). For his crusade against the railroad, Johnson became a California hero.

Johnson succeeded in large part because he gave more power to the voters of California. Specifically, he gave the people of California three new ways that they could take control away from professional (and often corrupt) politicians.  

1. initiative: the power to draft new laws

2. referendum: the power to vote on laws passed by the legislature

3. recall: the power to remove elected officials from office

Now, if any politician appeared to be placing the interests of Big Business above the interests of the people—he might well find himself “recalled” (fired) by the people of California. 

These tools of direct democracy continue to be used by Californians today. For example, in 2003, voters recalled (fired) Governor Gray Davis and elected Arnold Schwarzenegger to replace him.

Progressivism come to an end
Progressivism came to an end with World War I, as the focus of public attention turned toward international affairs. Following the war, Progressivism influenced Franklin Roosevelt’s New Deal of the 1930s. The effects of Progressive reforms can still be felt today.  

Summary:
Under our three “Progressive Presidents,” government got less corrupt, began regulating business, protecting the environment, defending workers, and inspecting food and drugs to keep the public safe.
Today’s Worksheet: Progressivism
Today’s worksheet offers us a good chance to review the goals and reforms of the Progressive movement. Remember:

Progressivism was the movement around 1890 – 1914 that tried to solve the problems caused by the industrial revolution, using government at all levels to serve the public interest.

11.3 Black Leaders in the Progressive Era—(Do Now Reading)
The Amazon River, in South America, pours a huge amount of fresh (drinkable) water into the Atlantic Ocean. In fact, the outflow from the Amazon is greater than the other ten largest rivers in the world combined. Because of this fact, a sailor whose ship is near the mouth of the Amazon could literally haul up a bucket of seawater and drink it! This might be possible even if his ship is out of sight of land! 

In 1895, a noted black educator called Booker T. Washington
 made a famous speech which has since become known as the “Atlanta Compromise
.” In this speech, he tells the following story:

Booker T. Washington then told the blacks in the audience that they should “cast down their buckets where they are.” What did he mean by this analogy? He meant that blacks should stop complaining about Jim Crow (segregation) and should focus instead on improving their own lives through education. He was telling blacks that they already had everything they needed to get ahead in life, so there wasn’t any need to keep begging the white man for help. 

Do you agree?

Write a letter to Booker T. Washington and tell him how you feel.

11.3 Black Leaders in the Progressive Era—(Do Now)

Year: __________________

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


11.3 Black Leaders in the Progressive Era—(Lesson)

While the Progressive movement had many admirable goals, many Progressives had a blind spot when it came to racial equality. In fact, many Progressives were openly racist. President Wilson himself approved of segregation and helped entrench the Jim Crow system in southern states. 
Without much help from white Progressives, blacks continued their struggle for dignity and respect. In this lesson, we learn about some of the most influential black leaders of the late 1800s and early 1900s. 
Booker T. Washington

Born into slavery in 1856, Booker T. Washington had experienced racism his entire life. When emancipated after the Civil War, he became one of the few African Americans to complete school, whereupon he became a teacher.

Washington established the Tuskegee Institute
 in Alabama at the age of twenty-five. The Tuskegee Institute taught academic subjects but emphasized a practical education. This included farming, carpentry, brickmaking, shoemaking, printing and cabinetmaking. Classes such as Greek and Latin were left out of the curriculum, since they served no purpose in the day-to-day realities of Southern Life. Students at the Tuskegee Institute worked long hours, arising at five in the morning and finishing at nine-thirty at night. 

The most famous professor at the Tuskegee Institute was George Washington Carver
, a brilliant black scientist who discovered new ways to make agricultural lands more productive by diversifying crops. Carver also discovered hundreds of new uses for sweet potatoes, pecans, and peanuts. (Many people mistakenly believe that Carver was the first person to “invent” peanut butter). Thanks to Carver, the Tuskegee Institute became a center for agricultural research. In 1985, the Tuskegee Institute became Tuskegee University, and it remains one of the most prestigious black colleges in America today. 
In addition to his fame as an educator, Booker T. Washington was a commanding public speaker. In 1895, he delivered his most famous speech at the Atlanta Exposition. In this speech, he said that blacks should “cast down their buckets where they are.” By using this analogy, he meant to say that blacks should stop asking for social and political equality, and instead focus on getting ahead by working hard and getting an education. He believed that if blacks could gain economic equality, then other forms of equality would naturally follow. 
Many whites approved of this moderate stance, while African Americans were split. Critics called his speech the Atlanta Compromise and accused Washington of coddling (gently tolerating) Southern racism.

By 1900, Washington was seen as the leader of the African American community. In 1901, he published his autobiography, Up from Slavery. He was a self-made man and a role model to thousands. In 1906, he was summoned to the White House by President Theodore Roosevelt. This marked the first time in American history that an African American leader received such a prestigious invitation.

Many Americans admired and respected Booker T. Washington. But others thought he accepted Jim Crow laws too easily. Despite his accomplishments, he was challenged within the black community until his death in 1915. His most outspoken critic was W. E. B. DuBois.

W.E.B. DuBois

W.E.B. DuBois
 was the first black man to earn a doctoral degree from Harvard University. He was an agitator, not a compromiser. DuBois wanted nothing less than full equality for blacks. He was very angry with Booker T. Washington. Although he admired Washington's intellect and accomplishments, he strongly opposed the position set forth by Washington in his “Atlanta Compromise.” DuBois felt that renouncing the goal of complete integration and social equality, even in the short run, was counterproductive and exactly the opposite strategy from what best suited African Americans.

In 1909, DuBois cofounded the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP)
. This organization is devoted to fighting racism and discrimination against African-Americans. Today, the NAACP remains the best known civil rights organization in the United States.

Note: Words are curious things, and their nuances (meanings) change over time. For example, if today I say: “I have many colored friends,” it sounds racist. Back in the early 1900s, however, “colored” was a very respectful way to refer to black people. If DuBois were naming his organization today, he probably would have called it something else. 

Ida B. Wells

Ida B. Wells
 was a black woman who became famous for leading the fight against racism and the lynching of blacks in the South. She began a newspaper in Memphis, Tennessee, where she was a school teacher, to champion the cause.  After a mob there killed three black friends of hers, she moved to Chicago to organize an anti-lynching society.  Her work helped publicize such crimes, and led to tougher laws against lynching. 

During this period, many people believed that blacks who were lynched were most often guilty of some crime. Commonly, black men were lynched after being accused of raping a white woman. With her research, Wells refuted this claim. According to Wells, most black men were lynched because they posed an economic threat to whites. For example, her own friends who had been lynched in Memphis had owned a grocery store that was taking business away from a white-owned grocery store across the street. 

Because of her investigative journalism, Wells is rightly known as a muckraker
. She actively supported women’s suffrage, and was also a founding member of the NAACP. Like DuBois, she was a critic of Booker T. Washington.
Plessy v. Ferguson
The most famous civil rights court case of this era was Plessy v. Ferguson
 (1896). Homer Plessy, who was only one-eighth black and therefore looked white, wanted to show how foolish racial categories were. To challenge the idea of racial segregation, Plessy sat in the white section of a railroad car. He was promptly arrested and jailed. 
His case went all the way to the Supreme Court, and in 1896 the Court issued its verdict: Homer Plessy was guilty. To support its opinion, the Supreme Court said that there is nothing unconstitutional about segregation as long as facilities for whites and blacks are “equal.” This idea is known as the “separate but equal doctrine
”. In theory, “separate but equal” might sound okay, but in reality facilities for whites and blacks were very rarely equal. Nonetheless, the Plessy v Ferguson case and the “separate but equal” doctrine firmly established the legality of segregation. In other words, the fact that Plessy lost his Supreme Court case made it very hard for other blacks to challenge segregation laws.

Some sixty years later, in 1954, another famous court case, Brown v. Board of Education
, would overturn
 Plessy v. Ferguson. (To overturn a case means to admit that the original judges’ decision was wrong). In Brown v. Board, the Supreme Court stated for the first time that “separate is not equal” (and therefore segregation is illegal). The Brown case made it much easier for blacks to challenge segregation in the courts.  
Marcus Garvey and the “Back to Africa” movement
The most colorful black leader of the early 20th century was undoubtedly Marcus Garvey
. Garvey was born in Jamaica, and in his youth he travelled throughout Central America. His travels convinced him that blacks would never get ahead unless blacks from every country came together. This idea is called “Pan-Africanism.” In Garvey’s words: “White people are taking advantage of black men today because black men all over the world are disunited.”

Back in Jamaica, Garvey started the Universal Negro Improvement Association (UNIA)
. After corresponding with Booker T. Washington, he came to America in 1916 to open some branches in the United States. With 35 cents, a photograph, and a pledge to support Garvey’s nation-building program, any person of African descent could join the UNIA. 

Garvey made fiery speeches and created uniforms and flags to symbolize a new black pride. Garvey’s genius was to transform cooks, maids, and workmen with the pride that comes with a military title and a uniform. A member recalled: “You could almost see them metamorph into something else. You would see it. They’d suddenly get very tall because the smallest man in the uniform still looked like a giant. I can tell you that from experience. They were gorgeous. The black men were gorgeous.” 

Garvey believed in racial purity and separatism. (“Separatism” means essentially the same thing as segregation, but it sounds a lot nicer).  He even approved of the KKK because it, too, sought to separate the races. This attitude angered black leaders like W.E.B. DuBois. In fact, DuBois once said: “Marcus Garvey is, without doubt, the most dangerous enemy of the Negro race in America and in the world. He is either a lunatic or a traitor.” 

Garvey responded: “W.E.B. Dubois is pure and simply a white man’s nigger.”

By 1914 (the start of World War I), Africa had been almost entirely colonized by white Europeans. Indignant at this injustice, Garvey led a “back to Africa” campaign. Enthusiastic African Americans loved his vision of returning to Africa, and they packed large theaters to hear him speak. Here is a passage from one of Garvey’s speeches: 

The Negroes of the world say we are striking homewards towards Africa to make her the big black republic and in the making of Africa a big black republic what is the barrier? The barrier is the white man, and we say to the white man, who now dominates Africa, that it is to his interest to clear out of Africa now, because we are coming, not as in the time of Father Abraham, 200,000 strong, but we are coming 400 million strong, and we mean to retake every square inch of the 12 million square miles of African territory which belonged to us by right divine.”

Garvey reached the height of his power in 1920, when he presided at an international convention in Liberty Hall, New York, with delegates present from 25 countries. At the convention, Garvey named himself “President of Africa.” The climax of the month-long convention was a parade of 50,000 through the streets of Harlem, led by Garvey in his flamboyant array. 

Garvey was a charismatic figure, but unfortunately, a highly impractical businessman. He attempted to buy a series of steamships to create what he called the Black Star Line, on whose ships people could literally sail back to Africa. Unfortunately, the black captain of his first ship cheated him out of a lot of money, and he himself engaged in some shady business practices. In 1923, Garvey was convicted of fraud and sent to jail. After serving two years in prison, he was deported back Jamaica. He died in virtual obscurity.

Garvey’s movement has been called the “Back to Africa movement
.” The term is perhaps misleading. While it is true that Garvey believed that blacks should have a permanent homeland in Africa, when he was asked if he wanted to take all African Americans to Africa, he replied: “We do not want all Negroes in Africa. Some are no good here, and naturally will be no good there.”

12.1 Presidential Diplomacy—(Do Now Reading)
Imagine that you are a wealthy banker and a personal friend of U.S. President Taft. One day, you get an invitation to the White House. Taft pours you a glass of whiskey and offers you a Cuban cigar. Then he gets right down to business. 

“I have a proposition for you,” he begins. “How about loaning a few million dollars to Adolfo Diaz?”

“You mean the President of Nicaragua?” you ask.

“Yes. He needs some money to pay off his debts, and he wants to build a railroad.”

“Gosh, Mr. President. It sounds risky.” You exhale a cloud of cigar smoke. “I’ve heard that rebels are about to overthrow his government.” 

Taft shakes his head. “Don’t worry. The U.S. military will make sure the rebels don’t succeed.”

You nod slowly. You are not surprised that the United States is planning to take sides in Nicaragua’s civil war. But you are a businessman, not a diplomat, and you can’t afford to lose several millions dollars. “That’s a lot of money. I’d want some guarantees . . . . “

“Of course,” answers Taft. “Diaz has said that you can have a half-share of the railroad he’s planning to build with the loan. But here’s the sweet part. You don’t even have to worry about collecting the payments. The U.S. government will collect the payments for you. Diaz has agreed to let us be in charge of the custom house.”

Now this bit of news is surprising. Nicaragua’s custom house is its main source of income, and you can hardly believe that the government of Nicaragua would willingly turn it over to the United States. “Do you mean to say that the United States will be collecting the duties (taxes)”?

“Yes. Your share will go directly to you, and what is left will go to him. Of course, we’ll be giving his government advice on how to spend it.” 

You take a sip of whisky. “What’s in it for you? I mean, why is the U.S. government getting involved?”

Taft answers frankly: “We want stability in the region. We’re building the biggest canal in the world right next door, in Panama, and we can’t afford to have rebels running around in the jungle. We want a stable government in Nicaragua, and Dias is the man to do it. But he needs our help. And I’d rather have us down there, running things, than having the French or British get involved. Diaz is okay. He’ll be our man. He’s already said we can station troops there—we might even build a military base or two.”

“I know the planters will be happy,” you say. You are thinking of the large U.S. companies which own huge plantations on the east side of the Nicaragua. They will certainly benefit from stability too, and from the investment in railroads and ports. It seems like this deal might benefit everyone.  

President Taft gives you an earnest look. “You’d be helping out the U.S. government, and helping out the people of Nicaragua. And—I don’t think I need to mention the obvious—this deal could put a lot of money in your pocket.” 

Again, you nod. “Well, it sounds a bit risky, but if it’s good for the United States, then you can count me in.” Already you are thinking of all the money you are going to make on the deal . . . 
12.1 Presidential Diplomacy—( Do Now)

Year: __________________

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


12.1 Presidential Diplomacy—(Lesson)
We have already studied the three “Progressive Presidents,” Teddy Roosevelt, William Taft, and Woodrow Wilson. In this lesson we take a look at their approach to foreign affairs; that is, how they viewed America’s place in the world, and how they handled America’s relationship to other countries.  The art of negotiating with other countries is called diplomacy.

First, note that each of these presidents is associated with a phrase that describes his particular approach to diplomacy.

The Progressive Presidents
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	Theodore Roosevelt

(Teddy Roosevelt)

1901 – 1909

Republican
	William Taft

1909 – 1913

Republican
	Woodrow Wilson

1913 – 1921

Democrat

	“Big Stick diplomacy”
	“Dollar Diplomacy”
	“Moral Diplomacy”


The next point to keep in mind is that all three of these presidents were primarily preoccupied with events in Central America and the Caribbean. The reason is the Panama Canal. This was a hugely expensive project, in a very unstable part of the world. The countries of “Middle America” were in a constant state of revolution and civil war. The United States wanted stability in the region. It wanted its “baby,” the Panama Canal, to grow up in a safe neighborhood.

Teddy Roosevelt’s Big Stick Diplomacy

We have already studied Roosevelt’s “Big Stick Diplomacy.” When you hear that phrase, you should think of the following things:

1. The U.S. Navy was America’s “Big Stick.”

2. Teddy Roosevelt used this big stick to intimidate other countries.

3. The most famous example of “big stick diplomacy” is how Roosevelt sent a warship to the coast of Colombia to support the Panama revolution. 

4. In short, Roosevelt believed in using military force to get what he wanted. He wanted land for the Panama Canal, so he used military force to get it. 

5. To justify his use of force, Roosevelt claimed that the United States must sometimes act as the “policeman” of Latin America. This idea is known as the Roosevelt Corollary to the Monroe Doctrine.

William Taft’s Dollar Diplomacy
William Taft took a softer approach to diplomacy. In a famous speech, he said that the United States should “substitute dollars for bullets.” In other words, instead of using our “big stick” to get what we want, we should lend money to foreign countries. This, in theory, would bring prosperity, stability, and friendship.

The most famous example of “Dollar Diplomacy” is the deal we made with Nicaragua in 1911. In exchange for U.S. loans, Nicaragua agreed to let the U.S. take complete control of its finances.

The idea for the agreement started when Taft received a letter from the President Adolfo Diaz of Nicaragua. The letter said, in effect: “Please send help. Rebels are threatening my government. And, by the way, I could sure use a loan of several million dollars.” Some presidents might have scoffed at such a request. Not Taft. He saw this as an opportunity.  So he contacted his banker friends and arranged for private loans.

But Taft didn’t trust the Nicaraguans to manage the money by themselves. He felt they needed supervision. He believed that part of the reason that Nicaragua was so unstable was that the Nicaraguans did not know how to manage their own money. They earned most of their income by collecting custom duties (taxes on imports and exports), but corruption and mismanagement were so rampant that they were constantly deep in debt. Taft was sure that the U.S. government could manage their finances better than they could. 

And Alfonso Diaz, the president of Nicaragua, was desperate enough for American loans that he agreed to let the U.S. take control of Nicaragua’s custom house (the main source of Nicaragua’s income).

“Dollar Diplomacy” has been compared to an upper-class Victorian marriage. In those days, the man was the “boss” of the money. He earned all the money, paid all the bills, and gave his wife a weekly allowance to spend. In return, he expected his wife to be grateful and obedient. This was considered necessary and good, because women were thought to be too irrational to spend money wisely. They needed supervision. Women accepted their subservient position, in return for a promise of financial support and protection. 

Likewise, in Nicaragua, the new government agreed to let the U.S. control the country’s “checkbook,” in exchange for American loans and a promise of protection. The U.S. hoped that the loans would bring political stability to Nicaragua. (Again, the U.S. wanted stability in Central America, because it was building an expensive canal in Panama).

The problem with “dollar diplomacy” is the same as the problem with lending money to a friend. It hardly ever works. Your friend is never as grateful as you expect him or her to be. On the contrary, your friend will probably grow to resent you. Likewise, Nicaragua was not nearly as grateful and “obedient” as the United States expected it to be. And the Nicaraguans soon resented the control that we had over their economy. 
To make matters worse, with so much U.S. money invested in Nicaragua, the U.S. now had a stake in making sure the government survived. We couldn’t just walk away. Any time rebels threatened the government, we were forced to send in the military. If we hadn’t, all those wealthy bankers would have lost all their money. Between 1909 and 1933, the U.S. sent troops to Nicaragua three times.

Today, “dollar diplomacy” is generally seen as a failure. It did not stabilize Central America, and it failed even worse in China. Taft’s attempt to “buy influence” in China ended up weakening the Qing empire, and the last emperor was overthrown in 1911.

In addition, many Americans were angered by Taft’s dollar diplomacy. They could not understand why the U.S. military was being sent overseas to “collect loans” made by private bankers. It sounded like a scheme that only benefited rich bankers. Taft’s intentions may have been good, but his policy was hard to justify. Critics also called dollar diplomacy “economic imperialism.”
Key Points for Taft’s Dollar Diplomacy: 

When you think of “dollar diplomacy,” you should think of the following things:

1. Taft wanted to “substitute dollars for bullets.”

2. He encouraged private bankers to make loans to foreign countries. The way he encouraged these loans is by “backing” them. In other words, the U.S. government guaranteed private loans. If the debtor nation could not pay up, the U.S. government would pay the money back. Loaning money to foreign countries did not have the positive results that Taft expected.

3. The most famous example of “dollar diplomacy” is Nicaragua.
4. Critics called dollar diplomacy the same as “economic imperialism.”
Woodrow Wilson’s “Moral Diplomacy.”

Woodrow Wilson was the son of a Presbyterian minister, and showed though his life and presidency a strong sense of justice and duty to humanity. When he became president, he was determined to “do the right thing.” 
Wilson's predecessors, including McKinley, Theodore Roosevelt, and Taft, had viewed the United States as an emerging power that needed to extend its influence throughout the world in order to serve national interests. This imperialist policy was justified by the commonly held belief that it was America's duty as a Christian republic to spread democracy throughout the world. These three Presidents significantly expanded America's influence abroad with the annexation of colonies throughout the world, such as the Philippines and Cuba.

Wilson, however, abandoned this imperialist policy and brought to the White House a new way of looking at America's relations with the outside world. Even though he too believed that the United States was the most politically enlightened nation under God, he felt that all peoples throughout the world had the right to self-determination—that the people in every country should have the right to choose their own governments. Wilson felt that it was America's duty to protect democracy and free peoples in other countries rather than to spread it throughout the globe.

Prior to the outbreak of World War I, protecting democracy throughout the world primarily meant protecting the fledgling republics in Latin America that had struggled in decades past with corrupt governments, pressures from European powers, and even American imperialism under President Roosevelt. To atone for these mistakes, and to demonstrate that the United States did indeed intend to uphold the Monroe Doctrine, Wilson spent several of his first years dealing with Latin American issues. He persuaded Congress to repeal the 1912 Panama Canal Act which exempted many American ships from paying the required toll for passage through the canal. He signed a treaty with the South American country of Colombia to apologize for Roosevelt’s acts of aggression during the American—driven Panama Revolution in 1903. (Roosevelt was furious, because he did not believe that a “superpower” like the United States should ever apologize for anything—especially not the things that he had done).
These were Wilson's only successes in Latin American relations, however. The rest of his dealings with South, Central, and Caribbean American countries largely failed, and many of them even resulted in bloodshed. Wilson's attempt to help Nicaraguan rebels eventually required him to occupy the country by force in 1914. The same blunder occurred in Haiti in 1915 and the Dominican Republic in 1916, when Wilson eventually sent in American troops to occupy the islands. During Wilson's Presidency, the United States also purchased the Virgin Islands from Denmark. It is ironic that despite his loathing of imperialism and his deep belief in self-determination, Wilson resorted to military action in Latin America just as his predecessors had.

Although Wilson had problems in the Caribbean, his greatest challenge came from Mexico. In 1913, Mexico fell into a bloody revolution when Mexican general Victoriano Huerta overthrew the nation's government and declared himself its military dictator. Wilson immediately denounced Huerta, declaring that the United States could not and should not recognize violent dictators who seized government in pursuit of their own agendas. The President attempted to initiate peaceful negotiations between Huerta and the usurped government, but both sides refused to submit to his proposal. Unsure how to proceed, Wilson permitted Huerta's enemies, the Constitutionalists, to purchase military equipment and arms in the U.S. in order to stage a counterrevolution.

When the dictator's army seized a small group of American sailors on shore leave in Mexico, Wilson demanded an apology. He also demanded that Huerta publicly salute the American flag in Mexico, which Huerta naturally refused to do. Wilson responded with force: in April 1914, he sent American Marines to take and occupy Veracruz, Mexico's primary seaport. Veracruz was taken, but eighteen Americans were killed in the battle. Not wanting to commit the U.S. to war, Wilson also requested the ABC powers—the Argentina, Brazil, and Chile—to mediate the dispute. With their arbitration, the conflict was eventually resolved. Huerta fled the country, and a new government was established in 1915 under the leadership of Constitutionalist President Venustiano Carranza.

  Despite the settlement, Wilson's Mexican troubles were not yet over. Soon after Carranza was instated as Mexico's new president, one of his chief generals, Pancho Villa, led a second revolution to depose Carranza. A second bloody civil war erupted in Mexico barely after the first had ended. To encourage the American military to enter the conflict, Villa sent his forces into the U.S., where they destroyed the town of Columbus, New Mexico, and killed nineteen Americans. This produced the reaction Villa sought: within days of the raid on Columbus, Wilson sent the Punitive Expedition of 5,000 U.S. Army regulars, led by General John J. Pershing, into Mexico to find Villa.

Within a month, Pershing and his men had traveled over 300 miles south into the heart of Mexico in an unsuccessful pursuit of Villa. Wilson ignored President Carranza's threats of war, and the two armies eventually clashed on April 12, 1916, and again on June 21, 1916. Both countries prepared for war; Wilson mustered 100,000 troops on the border in Texas. Fortunately, however, war was averted when Carranza petitioned for mediation. An agreement was reached in early January 1917 when Wilson recalled Pershing and officially recognized Carranza's government.

Wilson’s Mexican policy damaged U.S. foreign relations abroad. The British ridiculed the president’s actions, calling it an attemp6t to shoot the Mexicans into self-government. Latin Americans regarded his “moral imperialism” as no improvement on Theodore Roosevelt’s “big stick” diplomacy. In fact, Wilson followed Roosevelt’s example with his actions in the Caribbean. During his first term Wilson sent Marines into Nicaragua, Haiti, and the Dominican Republic to preserve order and to set up governments that he hoped would be more stable and democratic than the current regimes.

Yet, despite his troubles in the Caribbean and with Mexico, President Wilson did not fail entirely. Prior to World War I, he did have a few minor foreign policy successes besides those in Panama. Though he was forced to abandon his belief in self determination in Nicaragua, Haiti, and the Dominican Republic, Wilson was successful in persuading Congress to pass the Jones Act in 1916, which gave the American-occupied Philippines Islands significantly more political autonomy. He also encouraged Chinese independence—unlike McKinley, Roosevelt, and Taft, who had all sought to increase American influence in East Asia at China's expense—and supported China in a territorial dispute with Japan.

These early exercises in foreign policy, although they appeared dire at the time, proved to be mere tests for Wilson compared to problems he faced in his second term. Within a year of Wilson's second inauguration, Europe collapsed into the deadliest war conceivable, and the rest of the world soon followed. It eventually fell on Wilson to determine America's course of action, the outcome of the Great War, and the new world order that would emerge. 
Key Points for Wilson’s Moral Diplomacy

1. Wilson was a “moral” and religious man.

2. He opposed American imperialism.

3. He believed that America should not do business with undemocratic dictators.

4. The idea that the U.S. should only do business with good, democratically-elected governments is called “moral diplomacy.”
5. Wilson tried to apply the principle of moral diplomacy to Mexico. His attempt was a failure, and he ended up sending the U.S. military.

Final Note:

Roosevelt, Taft, and Wilson each took a different approach to stabilizing the countries of Middle America. All three approaches created much resentment. In the end, all three presidents resorted to “big stick diplomacy” (the American military) to achieve U.S. goals in the region. 

Today, it seems that not much has changed. For the last 100 years, U.S. presidents have continued to attempt to create stable (and friendly) democracies in other parts of the world, but their efforts have very often resulted in increased anger and resentment at the United States. 
Summary:
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	Theodore Roosevelt

(Teddy Roosevelt)

1901 – 1909

Republican
	William Taft

1909 – 1913

Republican
	Woodrow Wilson

1913 – 1921

Democrat

	“Big Stick diplomacy”
	“Dollar Diplomacy”
	“Moral Diplomacy”

	1. The U.S. Navy was America’s “Big Stick.”

2. Teddy Roosevelt used this big stick to intimidate other countries.

3. The most famous example of “big stick diplomacy” is how Roosevelt sent a warship to the coast of Colombia to support the Panama revolution. 

4. To justify his use of force, Roosevelt claimed that the United States must sometimes act as the “policeman” of Latin America. This idea is known as the Roosevelt Corollary to the Monroe Doctrine.


	1. Taft wanted to “substitute dollars for bullets.”

2. He encouraged private bankers to make loans to foreign countries. The way he encouraged these loans is by “backing” them. In other words, the U.S. government guaranteed private loans. If the debtor nation could not pay up, the U.S. government would pay the money back. 
3. Loaning money to foreign countries did not have the positive results that Taft expected.

4. The most famous example of “dollar diplomacy” is Nicaragua.


	1. Wilson was a “moral” and religious man.

2. He opposed American imperialism.

3. He refused to recognize or do business with undemocratic dictators.

4. The idea that the U.S. should only do business with democratically elected governments is called “moral diplomacy.”

5. Wilson tried to apply the principle of moral diplomacy to Mexico. His attempt was a failure, and he ended up sending in the military. 


12.2 World War I in Europe—(Do Now Reading)

Last year, in World History, we spent more than a week studying World War I.
For today’s Do Now, refresh your memory of the “Great War” by looking over the following terms. See how many of these terms you can use in a personal letter or journal entry.
trench warfare
Christmas truce

Central Powers

Allied Powers

machine guns 

poison gas

Treaty of Versailles

League of Nations

entangling alliances

“no man’s land”

Woodrow Wilson

reparations

isolationism

Bolshevik Revolution (Russian Revolution)

Vladimir Lenin

Tsar Nicholas II

12.2 World War I in Europe—(Do Now)
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12.2. World War I in Europe—(Lesson)
The California standards for U.S. History skip over “World War I in Europe,” presumably because you studied this topic last year in World History. Nonetheless, in this course we will take one day to review the war “in Europe” before we go on to focus on “World War I at Home.”

Today’s Work:

Review, as necessary, the material on the following pages. All of it comes from your World History textbook or handouts that we did in class last year.

1. Introduction to the World Wars

2. World War I – Basics

3. World War I: Who’s Who

a. On the first page, fill in the blanks using the words at the bottom of the page.

b. Color the map. Use one color for the Central Powers and another color for the Allied Powers. 

4. Readings: 
a. The Twentieth Century

b. World War I

c. Trench Warfare

d. Russian Revolution
e. The Lusitania

f. Treaty of Versailles

g. Crisis of Meaning

5. The MAIN Causes of World War I

6. World War I—Key Points

7. Rough Map of Europe. As per the instructions, practice drawing a rough map of Europe (using rectangles, ovals, etc. to represent the countries or regions). You are expected to be able to draw such a map from memory.

Note:

Everything in today’s lesson is fair game for the test, including definitions, dates, alliances, all the countries on the maps, geographical features, and major cities!
Introduction to World Wars
tc \l2 "
Memorize Everything! 
	ally (spelled with a small a)
	friend, partner, especially in a conflict

Example:

She was my ally at work; she often lied for me when I was late.

	(to) ally
	when ally is used as a verb, it means to form a partnership
Example:

Germany allied itself with Japan during WWII.

	alliance
	a group of people (or countries) who form a partnership for a common purpose

Example:

The alliance between Italy and France started to weaken after the two countries started arguing.

	coalition
	a group of people ( or countries) who form a partnership for a common purpose

	Allies (spelled with a capital A)
	the “friendly” countries; the countries who fought on “our side” in WWI and WWII

In WWI, the Allies fought against the Central Powers.

In WWII, the Allies fought against the Axis Powers.



	Central Powers
	the “enemy” countries during WWI

	axis (spelled with a small a)
	various meanings, most of them related to “middle” or “center”



	Axis (spelled with a capital A)
	the “enemy” countries in WWII; the “center” of the enemy side



Introduction to the World Wars
tc \l2 "
Memorize Everything! 
	ally (spelled with a small a)
	

	(to) ally
	

	alliance
	

	coalition
	

	Allies (spelled with a capital A)
	

	Central Powers
	

	axis (spelled with a small a)
	

	Axis (spelled with a capital A)
	


World War I -- Basics

1. What was WWI about?
· Germany tried to expand, and the surrounding countries pushed back.

2. Who fought in WWI? (Name the coalitions).

· In WWI, the Allies fought against the Central Powers.

· In some textbooks, it says that the Triple Entente fought against the Central Powers. The “Triple Entente” is just another name for the Allies (but the “Triple Entente” does not include the United States).  

3. Why did the U.S. join World War I against Germany? 

· Although the United States claimed to be neutral at the start of the war, it soon began sending supplies and weapons to the Allies (Triple Entente). Germany responded by sinking U.S. ships.

· Eventually, both sides declared war.

4. What countries comprised the Allies in WW I? (Also name the leaders of these countries).
1. England (Prime Minister Lloyd George)

2. France (Prime Minister Clemenceau)

3. Russia (Tsar Nicholas II). 

· In 1917, a communist revolution overthrew the tsar; Russia became the Soviet Union, and Lenin, the new leader of the U.S.S.R., made a peace deal with Germany and dropped out of the war.

4. United States (President Wilson)

· The U.S. joined the war late, in 1917, after Germany started sinking U.S. ships.

5. What countries comprised the Central Powers in WWI? (Also name the leaders of these countries).
5. Germany (Kaiser Wilhelm II)

6. Austria-Hungary (Emperor Joseph I)

7. The Ottoman Empire (Sultan Mehmed V)

World War I -- Basics

1. What was WWI about?
2. Who fought in WWI? (Name the coalitions).

3. Why did the U.S. join World War I against Germany? 

4. What countries comprised the Allies in WW I? (Also name the leaders of these countries).
5. What countries comprised the Central Powers in WWI? (Also name the leaders of these countries).

The MAIN Causes of World War I

Describe how each of the following things contributed to World War I.

Militarism

Alliances

Imperialism (or Industrialization)

Nationalism

Readings
The 20th Century

At the beginning of the 20th century, Europe was at the height of its power, controlling most of the land surface of the earth.  The French had built the Suez Canal in Egypt linking Europe to Asia, and Europe’s powerful navies patrolled the oceans.  Europeans believed in social Darwinism and the superiority of the “white race.”  They considered their society to be the greatest achievement of civilization and a model for all other peoples to follow.  A major chapter in the story of the 20th century is how Europe destroyed its own dominance of the modern world.  This gloomy tale begins with World War I.

World War I

At the dawn of the 20th century, Europe’s competing nations were as quarrelsome as ever.  Nationalism and imperialism increased tensions and conflict among the Great Powers of Europe as they competed for military power and colonial possessions.  European countries strengthened their armies and navies and formed alliances so they would have friends in case of war.  These entangling alliances meant that a quarrel between any two nations could drag more countries into the conflict. 
The spark that ignited World War I came from the Balkans, a region of many cultures and ethnic groups north of Greece that included the nation of Serbia.  In August 1914, a young Serbian nationalist, hoping to trigger an uprising of Serbs living in Austria, assassinated Archduke Francis Ferdinand, the heir to the throne of Austria-Hungary.  Blaming Serbia for the attack, Austria declared war on Serbia.  
Serbia’s friend, Russia, declared war on Austria, and the system of entangling alliances kicked in trapping Europe in an unstoppable chain of events.  Six weeks after the assassination, much of Europe was at war.  The alliance led by Russia, France, and Britain, was known as the Allies
; the alliance of Austria-Hungary, Germany and the Turkish Ottoman Empire was called the Central Powers
.  With enemies on both sides, the Central Powers had to fight a war on two fronts.  The fighting in Belgium and France was the Western Front; the war in Russia was the Eastern Front.  Patriotic young men from both sides eagerly enlisted for the fight.  They expected it to be all over by Christmas. 

Trench warfare

War had always been a battle of men.  The Industrial Revolution turned war into a battle of machines.  Five new technologies changed the nature of warfare: the airplane, the tank, the submarine, poison gas, and the machine gun.  Of these, the machine gun was the most devastating.  At the beginning of the war, generals familiar with an earlier style of combat hurled heroic cavalry and infantry charges against the enemy, but horses and human flesh offered little resistance to machine gun bullets.  
As the first winter of the war approached, soldiers on the Western Front began digging hundreds of miles of muddy, rat-infested trenches where they tried to hide from machine guns and exploding artillery shells.  Between the trenches lay a “no man’s land” of barbed wire, shattered trees, shell craters, and rotting corpses.  When ordered to attack, soldiers climbed out of their trenches, ran across no man’s land toward the enemy trenches, and were mowed down like fields of wheat by machine gun, rifle, and artillery fire.  In just one engagement, the Battle of the Somme in northern France, 1,100,000 soldiers died.  Young men were being killed by the hundreds of thousands, and neither side was gaining ground.  

The Russian Revolution
The German philosopher Karl Marx
 invented modern socialism in the 1800s as a reaction to the working-class poverty of the Industrial Revolution.  His slogan was, “Workers of the world unite!”  Marx predicted that workers in the industrialized nations would one day rise up and overthrow capitalism.    
In the early 1900s, Russia was not yet an industrial nation; most of its people were poor peasants working the land.  Nonetheless, a group of Russian socialists led by Vladimir Lenin
 thought Russia was ready for a socialist revolution.  Their chance came with World War I.  The war didn’t go well for Russia.  The army was poorly led, poorly fed, and poorly equipped, and eventually it fell apart.  When soldiers were ordered to shoot women textile workers rioting for food, the soldiers opened fire on their own officers instead.  As rioting spread in Russia, Nicholas II was forced to step down as tsar in 1917.  
Into this power vacuum stepped Lenin’s well-organized political party, the Bolsheviks.  Promising peace for soldiers, land for peasants, and better conditions for workers, the Bolsheviks took control of Russia in October 1917 and removed Russia from the war.  The term “communism” has come to mean an extreme form of socialism that blends Marx’s economic philosophy with Lenin’s ideas about socialist revolution.
Struggling to hold the Bolshevik (or Russian) Revolution together, Lenin executed thousands of Russians suspected of opposing communism.  Among those killed were the tsar and his family.  The communists banned other political parties, took over banks and industries, and set up a secret police.  The Russian Empire was renamed the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, or the Soviet Union for short. 

The Lusitania

President Woodrow Wilson tried to keep the United States out of the war, but it became increasingly difficult.  In 1915, a German submarine sank the British passenger liner Lusitania, which was carrying weapons, as well as passengers, from the United States to England.  Of the 1200 people killed in the attack, 128 were Americans, mostly women and children.  The sinking turned American public opinion against Germany.  Economic interests also pushed America toward war.  American banks had made large loans to the Allies, and if the Allies lost the war, these loans might never be repaid.  When it looked like the Allies might be defeated, President Wilson took the United States to war.


The U.S. declared war in 1917 “to make the world safe for democracy” in the words of President Wilson.  With a million fresh American troops arriving in France, the Allies soon defeated the Central Powers.  When the fighting stopped at 11:00 o’clock on the 11th day of the 11th month, soldiers from both sides came out of their trenches and cheered.  Nov. 11 is now observed as Veteran’s Day in the U.S.
Treaty of Versailles

The Great War, as it was called, changed the political landscape of Europe.  Gone were the Austro-Hungarian Empire and the long-decaying Turkish Ottoman Empire.  Their lands were broken up into smaller nations.  Russia lost its tsar, and Germany’s Kaiser was replaced by a new German republic.  The war nearly wiped-out an entire generation of young men in Europe.  Almost 30 million people were killed or wounded during the Great War, and over a million civilians died as a result of the fighting.  

The peace treaty ending the war between the Allies and Germany was signed at the palace of Versailles in June of 1919.  Against the wishes of President Wilson, the treaty punished Germany for the war by taking away its overseas possessions and strictly limiting Germany’s army and navy.  Worse for the Germans, they were forced to make large payments, or reparations, to the Allies for war damages.
The treaty also established the League of Nations
, an assembly of sixty countries that agreed to work together for world peace.  The League was the idea of President Wilson who hoped the Great War would be “the war to end all wars.”  The United States Senate, however, refused to approve the treaty because many in America wanted no more foreign entanglements, an attitude called isolationism. 

Crisis of Meaning (The Lost Generation)
The huge numbers of both military and civilian casualties made World War I a total war.  When it was over, people had difficulty making sense of the war.  What was the point when the results were weak economies, unemployment, and the destruction of a generation?  Historian Pamela Radcliff calls this a “crisis of meaning.”  How could Europeans continue to consider themselves the smartest, most advanced culture in the world when Europe had nearly committed suicide?  Colonial peoples wondered what gave Europeans the right to control others if they couldn’t control themselves.
World War I—Key Points

Dates: 

	1914 – 1918
	World War I in Europe

	1914 
	World War I breaks out in Europe

	1917
	United States joins the war on the side of the Allies

	1917
	Vladimir Lenin leads a communist revolution in Russia. Lenin makes a peace deal with Germany and Russia drops out of the war.

	1918
	Germany surrenders, bringing an end to the fighting.


Alliances (You should be able to identify all these countries on a map!)
	Allied Powers
	· Britain

· France

· Russia

· Italy

· United States

	Central Powers
	· Germany

· Austro-Hungarian Empire

· Ottoman Empire


Outcome

· The Allied Powers won World War I

· The final peace deal was called the Treaty of Versailles.

· The Treaty of Versailles was supposed to be based on Wilson’s “14 points,” including his proposal for a League of Nations and “self-determination” for all nations.

· While Wilson hoped that the Treaty of Versailles would be a “fair” peace deal for everyone, the final treaty ended up punishing Germany heavily.

· Many historians blame the Treaty of Versailles for creating the conditions which led to World War II. In other words, German anger about this “unfair” treaty helped Hitler rise to power a decade later.

· Wilson was unable to convince his own country to join the League of Nations. 
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Draw a rough map of Europe below:
12.3 World War I at Home—(Do Now Reading)
Imagine that the year is 1917. In Europe, Germany is fighting England, France, and Russia in the “Great War” (World War I). Thus far, the United States has stayed out of the fight. 

However, the United States has not been entirely neutral. U.S. ships have been regularly sailing to Europe carrying supplies for the Allies. This has angered Germany, and Germany has threatened to sink, without warning, any ship that approaches the British coast. (This is called unrestricted submarine warfare). 

One morning you open the newspaper and learn that British intelligence has intercepted a secret telegram from Germany’s Foreign Minister Arthur Zimmerman. The telegram was sent to Germany’s ambassador to Mexico. However, having intercepted this secret memo, the British have released it to the press. 

Below is the actual text of the memo:

On the first of February we intend to begin submarine warfare unrestricted. In spite of this, it is our intention to endeavor to keep neutral the United States of America. 
If this attempt is not successful, we propose an alliance on the following basis with Mexico: That we shall make war together and together make peace. We shall give general financial support, and it is understood that Mexico is to reconquer the lost territory in New Mexico, Texas, and Arizona. The details are left to you for settlement. 

You are instructed to inform the President of Mexico of the above in the greatest confidence as soon as it is certain that there will be an outbreak of war with the United States and suggest that the President of Mexico, on his own initiative, should communicate with Japan suggesting adherence at once to this plan; at the same time, offer to mediate between Germany and Japan. 

Please call to the attention of the President of Mexico that the employment of ruthless submarine warfare now promises to compel England to make peace in a few months. 

Zimmerman
(Sent January 19, 1917)
What is your reaction to this memo?

Write a letter to President Wilson and tell him how you feel.

12.3 World War I at Home—(Do Now)

Year: __________________

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


12.3 World War I at Home—(Lesson)


The standard above makes it clear that our study of World War I needs to stay focused on the “home front” (that is, the activities of civilians who remain at home, as opposed to the events on the “battle front”). 
Study the reading below, then complete today’s worksheet: World War I at Home.

World War I: The Home Front
World War One in Europe broke out in 1914. It was caused by a number of factors. Most of the countries of Europe were competing with each other for power. They had entered into various alliances with each other for self-protection. The big nations were all armed to the teeth. Many military leaders, especially in Germany, were eager for any kind of a fight that might help them expand their territory. 

The spark to ignite the war flashed when a Serbian assassinated the heir to the throne of Austria-Hungary. The complicated web of treaties and alliances in Europe led one country after another to gear up for war. Germany moved first, marching across Belgium to attack France. Germany became head of the Central Powers
. This group also included Austria-Hungary, Bulgaria, and Turkey (at that time, part of the Ottoman Empire). On the other side were the Allied Powers
: England, France, Russia, and Italy. 
Most Americans wanted to stay out of the fight, and Wilson promised to keep America out of the “Great War.” This attitude is called isolationism
. But eventually national sentiment changed. In 1915, German submarines sank a British passenger ship called the Lusitania. 1,200 people went down with the ship, including 128 Americans. There was a brief clamor for war right after the incident, but most Americans President Wilson’s neutrality. 

Then, in 1917, American newspapers published a secret telegram which had been intercepted by the British. Known as the Zimmermann telegram
, it revealed that Germany was trying to get Mexico to join World War I on the side of the Central Powers. In return for an alliance, Germany promised to help Mexico reclaim the territories it has had lost seventy years earlier in the Mexican-American War. The publication of the telegram prompted a flood of anger against Germany and left President Wilson with little choice but to ask Congress to declare war.

Suddenly, anti-German feelings exploded across the country. As war fever grew, Wilson created the Committee on Public Information
, a government agency that created propaganda
 to recruit soldiers and rally public support. The committee organized rallies and parades, commissioned patriotic songs and plays, and sent thousands of men across the nation to deliver short patriotic speeches at social events. Some of the material was emotional and manipulative, such as posters that showed Germans as evil monsters. One famous poster shows Uncle Sam pointing his finger at the viewer and declaring, “I want you for the U.S. Army.” Such powerful images were hard to resist, and millions of men and women volunteered for the war. 
Still, the required number of soldiers could not be reached simply with volunteers. Conscription was unavoidable, and Congress passed the Selective Service Act
 in May 1917. All males between the ages of 21 and 30 were required to register for military service. The last time a draft
 had been used resulted in great rioting because of the ability of the wealthy to purchase exemptions. This time, the draft was conducted by random lottery.

While most Americans got swept up in the war fever, there were some who opposed the war. Irish-Americans often displayed contempt for the British ally. (Ireland has long been a traditional enemy of Britain). Millions of immigrants from Germany and Austria-Hungary were forced to support a war that might destroy their homelands. But this dissent was rather small. Nevertheless, the government stifled wartime opposition by passing the Espionage and Sedition Acts
. Anyone found guilty of criticizing American involvement in the war could be sent to jail. There were objections that the laws violated the right of free speech guaranteed by the Constitution, but hundreds of Americans were arrested and jailed nonetheless. Socialists and radical labor leaders were often singled out as targets, since many of them criticized the war as a creation of big businesses interested only in profits. 

There were other sinister aspects of the war hysteria. German-Americans became targets for countless hate crimes. On a local level, schoolchildren were pummeled on schoolyards, and yellow paint was splashed on front doors. One German-American was lynched by a mob in Collinsville, Illinois. These crimes against innocent German-Americans went completely unpunished. Meanwhile, colleges and high schools stopped teaching the German language. The city of Cincinnati banned pretzels, and city orchestras refused to play music by German composers. Hamburgers, sauerkraut, and frankfurters became known as liberty meat, liberty cabbage, and hot dogs. 

Once support for the war was in full swing, the population was mobilized to produce war materiel. Women shifted jobs from domestic service to heavy industry to compensate for the labor shortage owing to military service. African Americans flocked northward in greater and greater numbers in the hope of winning industry jobs. This movement of thousands of blacks from the South to northern cities is called the Great Migration
. To help ease food shortages caused by the war, Americans were encouraged to participate in “Meatless Mondays” and to plant “victory gardens” in small backyard patches or even in window boxes on fire escapes. 

Overseas, the war raged. Submarines, machine guns, tanks, poison gas, trench warfare, and airplanes made this war especially brutal. The incredible death and destruction shook the traditional social order of Europe. It also broke the confidence that reason and technology would bring only progress for mankind. People later said this was “the end of innocence” for the human race.

The most extreme example of the breakup of the old order came in Russia. The Bolsheviks, a communist group, seized power in the chaotic conditions there during the war. The communists killed the Tsar and his family, and ended the absolute rule of the old aristocratic class. Socialists everywhere cheered the Revolution and its leader Vladimir Lenin
. They hoped communism
 (a form of socialism) would point the way to a great future for mankind without impoverished working classes and warfare. Few guessed how quickly the new Communist Party government would become an oppressive and brutal dictatorship.

America sent about two million troops to the war. (A total of nearly 5 million men and women served in the armed forces). The fresh troops, known as “doughboys
” turned the tide for the Allies and helped defeat Germany on the battlefields of northern France. By the end of 1918, Germany asked for an armistice (a cease-fire) to end the fighting. The peace treaty was negotiated at Versailles, outside Paris, (and hence is called the Treaty of Versailles
. President Wilson came with his Fourteen Points
 plan, which he felt would create a stable peace. It was designed to settle boundary disputes and eliminate some of the problems that had led to the war in the3 first place. For example it called for an end to secret treaties. It also called for a general reduction in each nation’s armaments.

The 14th Point in the plan called for creation of a League of Nations
 to settle future international disputes before they became wars. But Americans, by now sick of the troubles of Europe, would not support the idea. The U.S. Senate voted to reject the treaty and prevented America from joining the League of Nations.

In a move that proved a big mistake, the Allies demanded that Germany accept total responsibility for causing the war, and make a ‘pay back” through reparations
 payments. The payments and debt made it difficult for Germany to get back to a normal economy after the war. The poverty that resulted and resentment over the peace treaty, helped thugs like Nazi leader Adolf Hitler rise to power. The stage was set for another World War just twenty years later. 
Today’s Worksheet: World War I at Home
11.2.3 Trace the effect of the Americanization movement. 





11.2.4 Analyze the effect of urban political machines and responses to them by immigrants and middle-class reformers. 





11.2.7 Analyze the similarities and differences between the ideologies of Social Darwinism and Social Gospel (e.g., using biographies of William Graham Sumner, Billy Sunday, Dwight L. Moody).


11.3.2 Analyze the great religious revivals and the leaders involved in them, including the First Great Awakening, the Second Great Awakening, the Civil War revivals, the Social Gospel Movement, the rise of Christian liberal theology in the nineteenth century, the impact of the Second Vatican Council, and the rise of Christian fundamentalism in current times. 





11.3.2 Analyze the great religious revivals and the leaders involved in them, including the First Great Awakening, the Second Great Awakening, the Civil War revivals, the Social Gospel Movement, the rise of Christian liberal theology in the nineteenth century, the impact of the Second Vatican Council, and the rise of Christian fundamentalism in current times. 


11.2.7 Analyze the similarities and differences between the ideologies of Social Darwinism and Social Gospel (e.g., using biographies of William Graham Sumner, Billy Sunday, Dwight L. Moody).





Standard 11.2.8 	    Examine the effect of the political programs and activities of the Populists.








Progressivism was the movement around 1890-1914 that tried to solve the problems caused by the industrial revolution, using government at all levels to serve the public interest.








11.3.1 Describe the contributions of various religious groups to American civic principles and social reform movements (e.g., civil and human rights, individual responsibility and the work ethic, antimonarchy and self-rule, worker protection, family-centered communities). 





11.4.1     List the purpose and the effects of the Open Door policy. 





11.4.3    Discuss America's role in the Panama Revolution and the building of the Panama Canal. 


11.4.4    Explain Theodore Roosevelt's Big Stick diplomacy, William Taft's Dollar Diplomacy, and Woodrow Wilson's Moral Diplomacy, drawing on relevant speeches. 





11.2.1 Know the effects of industrialization on living and working conditions, including the portrayal of working conditions and food safety in Upton Sinclair’s The Jungle.





A ship had been lost at sea for many days. Suddenly, sighting a friendly vessel, they sent from their mast a signal: “Water, water. We die of thirst.”





The friendly vessel replied at once: “Cast down your bucket where you are.”





The ship once again sent the signal. “Water, send us water!”





Again the answer was: “Cast down your bucket where you are.”





This occurred a third and fourth time, yielding the same response: “Cast down your bucket where you are.”





Finally, the captain of the distressed vessel did as suggested, casting down his bucket and drawing it back up. It came up full of fresh, sparkling water from mouth of the Amazon River.





11.5.2 Analyze the international and domestic events, interests, and philosophies that prompted attacks on civil liberties, including the Palmer Raids, Marcus Garvey's "back-to-Africa" movement, the Ku Klux Klan, and immigration quotas and the responses of organizations such as the American Civil Liberties Union, the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People, and the Anti-Defamation League to those attacks. 


11.10.2 Examine and analyze the key events, policies, and court cases in the evolution of civil rights, including Dred Scott v. Sandford, Plessy v. Ferguson, Brown v. Board of Education, Regents of the University of California v. Bakke, and California Proposition 209. 





11.4.4 Explain Theodore Roosevelt's Big Stick diplomacy, William Taft's Dollar Diplomacy, and Woodrow Wilson's Moral Diplomacy, drawing on relevant speeches. 





11.4.5 Analyze the political, economic, and social ramifications of World War I on the home front. 








� Americanization Movement – movement to “Americanize” immigrants by teaching them English and promoting a very positive view of America. Americanization programs were run by the government, schools, industries (factories), and charitable organization. The Americanization Movement was especially strong between 1893 and 1924. Few people nowadays know about the Americanization movement, but it swept the nation at a level comparable to that of abolition movement, prohibition, women's suffrage and the Great Awakenings. In 1918 two branches of the Federal government ran Americanization programs. One had over 100 employees, surveyed the activities of 50,000 local organizations working with foreign populations, and coordinated tactics with at least 15,000. Industries and Presidents participated in this effort.





� assimilate - to bring into conformity with the customs, attitudes, etc., of a group, nation, or the like; adapt or adjust: to assimilate the new immigrants. 





� melting pot - the view that all ethnic groups should blend into a common American culture.





� multiculturalism - a view that America should embrace and celebrate the many different cultures of its immigrants and citizens.  This view contrasts with the “melting pot” view which encourages all ethnic groups to blend into a common American culture.





� tossed salad – a metaphor for the multiculturalist view—the view that immigrants should not have to become “Americanized” in order to be good Americans.





� political machine - a local or state political organization that is so successful at winning elections that its candidates almost always win.  In some cases, this success is due to unfair use of the political process to win influence for party insiders.  Political machines are often headed by a "boss" who dispenses favors of various kinds to keep the party's members in line and motivated to "get out the vote" at election time.





� Boss Tweed - the nickname of William Marcy Tweed, the most famous of the political bosses who controlled many large American cities in the Gilded Age.  Tweed was the kingpin of the Democratic Party's "political machine" in New York City.  The organization was nicknamed Tammany Hall, after the building where the party held its meetings. �    Tweed and his counterparts in other big cities built their power mainly on the votes of poor immigrants who needed the small favors the party organization provided.  If necessary, ballot-box stuffing produced more votes to elect the party's candidates.  For the party members, the pay off of their efforts came in the control of City Hall money and contracts.  This control was used in various crooked ways to generate millions of dollars for insiders. 


�    The Tweed ring was broken by newspaper stories about graft [fraud] and corruption in city politics in 1871, and Tweed himself landed in jail.  But the general pattern of politics he represented survived well into the 20th century in many big cities.





� graft - the term for corruption in politics that involves crooked money making schemes.  Often the term is associated with big city politics, where opportunities for graft are endless for a well-entrenched political group or "machine." A typical scheme might involve rigged bids for road or construction work.  In exchange for a hidden payment or kickback, the politicians throw the work - often at an inflated price - to a company run by friends.  In some cases, the line between graft and a legitimate political "donation" can be hard to draw.


� Social Darwinism - a belief common in the decades before 1900 which held that the rich deserved their wealth, because they had “won” the struggle to succeed in life.  The theory held that the poor had simply “lost” in this natural process, and deserved no special concern for their condition. Indeed, some people who accepted the idea of Social Darwinism argued that trying to help the poor was wasted effort that would only hamper the “natural” processes of society that permitted the stronger, smarter, and more capable to rise. The theory was inspired by the theory of evolution developed by the British scientist Charles Darwin in the 1850s.  Darwin himself, however, did not apply his theory of natural selection to human social life and the question of wealth and poverty. �    Certainly the rich of the Gilded Age were happy to have a scientific sounding name to justify what was often just old fashioned greed.  But by 1900, efforts to help the poor, such as the settlement house movement, were showing that poverty often has causes that can be solved.  While some of the attitudes of Social Darwinism can occasionally be found even today, it is considered a discredited theory, and the term is only used in its historical context.





� Herbert Spencer - an English philosopher who is considered the “father of Social Darwinism.”





� William Graham Sumner – a Yale University professor who is sometimes called the “father of sociology.” He was a leading proponent of Social Darwinism. 





� laissez-faire policy - the belief that the government should generally not interfere with the economic activity of businesses or individuals.  The term comes from French words meaning “allow to do.” This theory holds that everyone will prosper best if each person and firm simply pursues their own best interest.  Interference by the government, the theory holds, will only damage the prosperity of all. �    This vision of economic freedom spread from England to its colonies around the time of the American Revolution.  It continued growing through the 1800s.  But by the late 1880s,  many people were questioning whether it was a realistic policy in the age of giant industry. �    Today, of course, the government has considerable power to regulate many aspects of business, and laws designed to protect workers’ interests are common.  But many people believe that the basic idea of laissez-faire still has some validity even today, and argue that government interference in the nation’s economic life should be held to a minimum.





� Social Gospel – a Protestant Christian movement that was most prominent in the late 19th century and early 20th century. Believers in the “social gospel” believed that it was the duty of Christians to help the poor and to try to solve social problems such as inequality, liquor, crime, racial tensions, slums, bad hygiene, child labor, weak labor unions, poor schools, and the danger of war.





� Jane Addams - a Chicago woman whose work in the neighborhoods of that city led to important reforms nationwide in efforts to help the poor.  She is famous for establishing Hull House in 1889 as a kind of community center in a slum section of Chicago.  It offered advice and classes for immigrants trying to adjust to American life, and its success led to the creation of settlement houses in other cities. �    The settlement house movement drew in and gave a cause to many educated American women, and helped create a broader consciousness of social issues.  The movement is an important sign of a shift in ideas about class and poverty away from Social Darwinism.  Now, the idea was growing that poverty had social causes that could be studied and solved.  Addams is often considered "the mother of social work" in the U.S.





� Hull House – a community center established by Jane Addams in the slums of Chicago in 1889. It offered advice and classes for immigrants trying to adjust to American life, and its success led to the creation of settlement houses in other cities. �


� liberal Christians – Christians who believe that scientific discoveries sometime make it necessary to “reinterpret” the bible, perhaps interpreting certain passages symbolically instead of literally.





� fundamentalist Christians – Christians who believe that the bible must be interpreted literally, even if certain biblical passages are contradicted by modern science.





� Christian Liberal Theology – the movement to reconcile Christian beliefs with modern science.  Liberal Christians often interpret the bible symbolically or allegorically, instead of insisting that the entire bible is word-for-word true. 





� Horace Bushnell – an important figure in the Christian liberal Theology movement. While most liberal Christians generally saw no contradiction between Christianity and modern science, Bushnell was never quite able to accept the Theory of Evolution.





� Christian Fundamentalism – a religious movement which rejects Darwin’s theory of evolution because it does not agree with a literal interpretation of the biblical story of Creation.  





� Dwight Moody – famous fundamentalist preacher of the Gilded Age, organizer of the YMCA and a believer in “Muscular Christianity.”





� Billy Sunday – a famous baseball player who later became a famous fundamentalist preacher. Sunday drew huge crowds in the early 1900s. He is a good example of the movement called “Muscular Christianity. He was also a strong supporter of Prohibition (the prohibition of alcohol). 





� Muscular Christianity – the movement in the late 1800s to early 1900s that tried to attract more men to churches by promoting sports and emphasizing a very “masculine” version of Jesus and Christianity. 





� exploit – to take unfair advantage of someone.


� mechanize – to acquire machines or other equipment that make your work easier. 





� supply and demand – the economic principle that states that when there is a lot of a product available, the cost will be low, but when there is a not much of a product available, the price will be high.





� Populist Movement – a political movement in the late 1800s which fought for the needs of farmers and factory workers. The Populist Party didn’t last long, but it promoted many reforms which later became law, such as the eight hour work day and the secret ballot. 





� inflation – the loss of value of money.





� free coinage of silver – the idea that the government should print more money, thus creating inflation, and thereby helping out farmers who were deeply in debt. 


� Progressive movement - a political movement that crossed party lines which believed that industrialism and urbanization had created many social problems and that government should take a more active role in dealing with these problems.





� Social Gospel - movement that attempted to improve conditions in cities according to biblical ideals of charity and justice; lasted from 1870 to 1920.





� Jane Addams - a Chicago woman whose work in the neighborhoods of that city led to important reforms nationwide in efforts to help the poor.  She is famous for establishing Hull House in 1889 as a kind of community center in a slum section of Chicago.  It offered advice and classes for immigrants trying to adjust to American life, and its success led to the creation of settlement houses in other cities. �    The settlement house movement drew in and gave a cause to many educated American women, and helped create a broader consciousness of social issues.  The movement is an important sign of a shift in ideas about class and poverty away from Social Darwinism.  Now, the idea was growing that poverty had social causes that could be studied and solved.  Addams is often considered "the mother of social work" in the U.S.





� temperance - the moderate use of, or abstinence from, alcoholic beverages. 





� Populist Movement – a political movement in the late 1800s which fought for the needs of farmers and factory workers. The Populist Party didn’t last long, but it promoted many reforms which later became law, such as the eight hour work day and the secret ballot.





� Susan B. Anthony  - the most famous of the 19th century women who organized to fight for woman suffrage (the right to vote).  A teacher in Rochester, N.Y., she became involved in the movement with Elizabeth Cady Stanton in the 1850s. �    Anthony and a group of other women in Rochester voted in the 1872 presidential election.  She was arrested some weeks later, tried, and fined $100.  She refused to pay.  She continued pressing for a constitutional amendment guaranteeing the right of women to vote, while other groups favored a state-by-state approach.  Anthony died in 1906, but her work helped bring about the 19th Amendment, which gave women the right to vote nationwide in 1920.





� Puritans - members of the Protestant Church of England who objected to some of its practices and beliefs, especially those that seemed similar to the Catholic Church.  They sought to make the Church of England more “pure” by excluding all practices and beliefs that could not be found in the Bible.





� Quakers - the common name for members of a religious group that began in England in the mid-1600s called the Society of Friends.  Quakers held views that were quite radical for the times.  They opposed all war, and believed in social equality.





� First Great Awakening - a revival of religious faith and preaching that spread in the colonies in the 1740s.  A new religious style, focused more on a direct appeal to the emotions than Biblical learning, was part of the movement.  It created and spread new denominations and congregations in the colonies, and this growing diversity promoted the idea of religious tolerance. Some historians believe that the challenge of the new churches to the traditional churches also served as a “practice run” for the political challenge colonists would later mount against the British government.





� Second Great Awakening - a revival of religious preaching and belief in the early 1800s.  In many areas, “camp meeting” style revival preaching drew thousands of people in highly emotional displays of religious belief.  The movement also saw the building of thousands of new churches, and the founding by many churches of colleges and universities, many of which survive to this day.  The Awakening also contributed to the rising reform movements of the era (public education, women’s rights, the temperance movement, and the abolition movement).





� Civil War revivals – religious services (prayer meetings, bible readings) held by both sides during the Civil War, often very close to the battlefront. Many soldiers on both sides were “saved,” while preachers back home fanned the flames of war by insisting that the war over slavery was a kind of “holy war.” 





� William Randolph Hearst - owner of two New York newspapers practicing yellow journalism.





� Joseph Pulitzer - owner of a New York newspaper who competed with William Randolph Hearst for readers





� yellow journalism – a type of sensational, biased, and often false reporting for the sake of attracting readers. 





� William McKinley – president of the U.S. during the Spanish-American War of 1898. He was assassinated by an anarchist in 1901, and succeeded by his vice president, Theodore Roosevelt.





� “Remember the Maine!” – a popular slogan that rallied support for the Spanish-American War. After the Maine exploded in Havana harbor, American newspapers blamed Spain and incited the public to seek revenge.





� Rough Riders – a volunteer unit led by (future president) Teddy Roosevelt during the Spanish-American War.





� empire – a country that rules over other countries.





� The White Man’s Burden – a famous poem by British poet Rudyard Kipling, in which Kipling expresses the belief—common at that time—that white men have an obligation to help the darker-skinned races. The poem was written about America’s colonization of the Philippines.





� Monroe Doctrine - President Monroe declared that the Americas were no longer open to colonization and warned Europe to respect the independence of new nations in Latin America.


� imperialism - Imperialism is the dominance or control of a weaker country by a stronger country for the stronger country’s benefit. �    In U.S. history, the charge of imperialism was made by critics after the Spanish-American War (1898) when America decided to keep control of the Philippines.  In the years since, America has sometimes been called “imperialist” by critics who point to instances when the nation used its power or prestige to influence affairs in other nations. �    With a few exceptions, however, America has shown a remarkable eagerness to avoid imperialism, and has sacrificed fortunes and lives to help other nations stand on their own feet as free societies. 


� Platt Amendment – a law which effectively made Cuba an American protectorate.





� annexation - incorporating a territory within the domain of a country.





� Queen Liliuokalani – the last queen of the Kingdom of Hawaii. She was overthrown by American planters in 1893.


� sphere of influence – section of a country where one foreign nation enjoys special rights and powers.





� Open Door Policy - a policy that allowed each foreign nation in China to trade freely in the other nations' spheres of influence.





� Boxer Rebellion - Chinese rebellion against foreigners that was crushed by an international military force.





� Manchuria - resource-rich province in northeastern China that was conquered by Japan.


� Great White Fleet - the voyage around the world of 16 American battleships to demonstrate American naval power.





� Big Stick Diplomacy – refers to Theodore Roosevelt’s approach to international relations. More specifically, it refers to his willingness to use military force to intimidate or invade other countries—especially the countries of Central America and the Caribbean. The Panama Revolution and the voyage of the Great White Fleet are common examples.





� Monroe Doctrine - President Monroe declared that the Americas were no longer open to colonization and warned Europe to respect the independence of new nations in Latin America





� Roosevelt Corollary - President Roosevelt's addition to the Monroe Doctrine declaring that the United States would intervene in Latin American affairs to maintain stability in the Western Hemisphere characteristic of "big stick" diplomacy.





� Upton Sinclair – author who exposed conditions in the meatpacking industry in his novel The Jungle.





� The Jungle - a famous book by Upton Sinclair that exposed shocking conditions in the meat packing industry in the early 1900s.  The book helped gain President Theodore Roosevelt’s support for passage of the Pure Food and Drug Act.





� socialism - belief that business should be publicly owned and run by the government.





� regulations – rules which businesses must follow.





� Pure Food and Drug Act - a law passed by Congress in 1906 that placed regulations on the manufacturing of prepared foods and some medicines.  The law, along with the Meat Inspection Act, was passed as writers and scientists exposed shocking facts about the way food and drugs were prepared and sold.  It ranks among the most important of the laws associated with the Progressive movement.  It has been greatly strengthened in the decades since.





� muckrakers - reporters and writers in the late 1800s and early 1900s who exposed problems in American society like child labor, sweatshops, corruption in politics. Today they would be called investigative reporters.


� Jane Addams – social reformer who established Hull House in the slums of Chicago in order to help immigrants adjust to American life.





� Hull House – settlement house established by Jane Addams in the slums of Chicago.





� Margaret Sanger - a nurse and social worker who fought for the right to distribute information about birth control in the 1910s and 1920s.  Her work landed her in jail briefly, but she continued her efforts and started the organization that later became Planned Parenthood. �    Sanger took up the cause of birth control after working as a nurse in poor neighborhoods in New York City.  She found that many women were eager for information on how to limit the size of their families, but at the time, a national anti-pornography law was often interpreted as prohibiting contraception publications. (A federal court struck down that interpretation in the 1930s.) Sanger expanded her efforts to the international level as well, and worked to bring birth control information to India and other countries.





� Planned Parenthood – organization started by Margaret Sanger which provides birth control information and services.





� progressivism - a political movement that crossed party lines which believed that industrialism and urbanization had created many social problems and that government should take a more active role in dealing with these problems.


� Thomas Edison – a famous inventor who developed the first commercially practical electric light bulb in 1879. 





� Alexander Graham Bell – a famous inventor who is credited with inventing the telephone in 1876.





� movable assembly line – a mass production technique pioneered by Herny Ford. At Ford’s automobile plant, each worker was assigned a specific task and would perform it over and over again as car after car rolled slowly by on the line.





� Henry Ford – a business leader who founded the Ford Motor company. He is famous for developing the assembly line to mass produce automobiles.  





� Model T - the most famous of the early automobiles developed by Henry Ford.  It was introduced in 1908, and became a hit with buyers who nicknamed it the “Tin Lizzie.”  The car was built on a moving assembly line system, which enabled Ford to sell the car at a very low price, at one point under $300.





� Wilbur and Orville Wright - the two brothers from Ohio who developed the first successful airplane in 1903. The brothers were bicycle mechanics and had built up a successful business.  They also spent years working with kites and wing shapes to understand the physics of flight.  Their first powered airplane flew at Kitty Hawk, North Carolina, and now hangs in the Air and Space Museum in Washington, D.C.





� socialism – the belief that business and factories should be publicly owned and run by the government.





� International Workers of the World (IWW) – a socialist labor union founded by Eugene Debs in 1904. Members of the IWW are called Wobblies. The IWW reached its peak membership in the early 1920s, but soon thereafter began to lose strength. The IWW continues to organize workers today, but compared to other labor unions (such as the AFL-CIO) the IWW is small and not very powerful. 





� Wobblies – a nickname for members of the IWW (International Workers of the World).


� Taft had already served one term in the Whitehouse, and now he was running for re-election.


� Former president Teddy Roosevelt had also served in the Whitehouse—before Taft. And, in fact, Taft is his best friend. But now Roosevelt wants to run again. Maybe he has a big ego and he misses the power of the presidency. Or maybe he just thinks that he can do a better job than his best friend, Taft. In any case, he has a problem. He can’t run as a Republican, because the Republican Party has already decided that they are going to go with Taft. So Roosevelt decides to form a new political party, which he calls the “Progressive Party.” As all this is going on, a reporter asks Roosevelt, “How do you feel?” Roosevelt is an outdoor kind of guy, and he loves to hunt, so he says, “I feel fit as a bull moose!” (A bull moose is a large male moose). After that, people start calling his new Progressive Party the “Bull Moose Party.” It’s just a nickname. The Progressive Party and the ‘’Bull Moose Party” are the same thing. And it hardly seems to matter, because Roosevelt loses the election, and his new “Progressive Party” soon fades away. 


 


� laissez-faire - policy that government should interfere as little as possible in the nation's economy.





� Children’s Bureau – government agency established in 1912 to promote the welfare of children. It is an example of a Progressive Era reform.  





� Interstate Commerce Commission – a federal agency established in 1887 to try to stop price-fixing on the railroads. The agency was feeble at first, but it was strengthened during the administration of Theodore Roosevelt. 





� Sherman Antitrust Act - passed by Congress in 1890, it was an early attempt to try to control abuses by large combinations of businesses called trusts.  It generally outlawed combinations of companies that acted in restraint of free trade.  But it was only rarely used against the industrial giants until later laws, like the Clayton Act (1914), made it easier to win cases against trusts.





� 16th Amendment – amendment to the Constitution that authorized the federal government to collect taxes on individual income.





� income tax - a tax paid to the federal government on personal income.  The income tax was adopted in 1914 as a Progressive movement reform aimed at shifting more of the tax burden to wealthier Americans.  Although it was a small tax on the wealthy at the time, it has since grown to be a fairly hefty tax paid by most working Americans.  It is still a progressive tax, which means that the tax rate goes up on higher incomes. Most middle-class Americans today pay at a rate of about 15 percent of their total income.





� Hiram Johnson – governor of California during the Progressive Era, he became a California hero for his willingness to challenge the power of big railroad monopolies. He is also known for giving Californians the democratic tools of initiative, referendum, and recall.





� Booker T. Washington - African American educator who argued that African Americans should focus on economic goals rather than political goals. He founded the Tuskeegee Institute, a famous black college. His most famous speech is called the “Atlanta Compromise.”





� Atlanta Compromise – a famous speech by Booker T. Washington in which he told blacks to “cast down your bucket where you are.” 





� Tuskegee Institute – famous black college established by Booker T. Washington.





� George Washington Carver - black scientist and professor at the Tuskegee Institute who discovered new ways to make agricultural lands more productive by diversifying crops.





� W.E.B. DuBois - African American activist who opposed the Atlanta Compromise and argued the African Americans should demand their civil rights.





� NAACP - organization formed in 1909 to ensure the political rights of African Americans.





� Ida B. Wells - African American woman from Tennessee who launched a crusade against lynching.





� muckraker - a journalist who uncovers abuses and corruption in a society.





� Plessy v. Ferguson – In 1896 the Supreme Court reinforced Jim Crow laws in a case called Plessy v. Ferguson. Homer Plessy, who was only one-eighth black and therefore looked white, wanted to show how foolish racial categories were. To test the idea that separate facilities could still be equal, Plessy sat in the white section of a railroad car. He was promptly arrested and jailed. Though he and his layers said “separate but equal” was unconstitutional, all the courts, right on up to the Supreme Court, disagreed. The verdict in Plessy v. Ferguson set the stage for legal discrimination.





� separate but equal - doctrine established by the 1896 Supreme Court case Plessy v. Ferguson that permitted laws segregating African Americans as long as equal facilities were provided.





� Brown v. Board of Education – famous court case in 1954 that overturned the “separate but equal doctrine” which had been established in Plessy v. Ferguson (1896). In Brown v. Board, the Supreme Court ruled that public schools had to desegregate “with all deliberate speed.”





� overturn - To overturn a case means to admit that the original judges’ decision was wrong.





� Marcus Garvey - African American political leader who called for "Negro Nationalism" and the glorification of black culture and traditions of the past. He was the leader of the “Back to Africa” movement.”





� UNIA – organization founded by Marcus Garvey


� Back to Africa Movement – movement led by Marcus Garvey with the goal of establishing a black homeland in Africa.


� Allies - Britain, France, Italy, Russia, and later the United States fighting against the Central Powers World War I





� Central Powers - Germany, Austria-Hungary, the Ottoman Empire, and Bulgaria fighting against the Allies in World War I





� Karl Marx – The father of modern socialism. “Marxism” is the theory of socialism in which a class struggle would exist until the workers were finally victorious, creating a classless society.





� Vladimir Lenin - leader of the Bolshevik Party who overthrew the government of Russia during World War I.





� Treaty of Versailles - the agreement ending World War I.





� League of Nations - an association of nations established at the end of World War I in order to preserve peace and prevent future wars. The United States never joined.


� Central Powers - the alliance of Germany, Austria-Hungary, the Ottoman Empire (Turkey), and a number of other countries in World War One.  They were defeated by the Allied Powers. 


� Allied Powers - the alliance of Great Britain, France, Russia, and a number of other countries in World War One.  They fought against the Central Powers, headed by Germany.  The U.S. entered the war in 1917 on the side of the Allied Powers, helping achieve victory in 1918. 





�isolationism - the belief that America should not get involved in trouble in other parts of the world.  This attitude was especially strong in the years before America got involved in World War One, and again in the years before World War Two.  The attitude was especially strong in the 1930s because of the memory of the destruction caused by World War One. 


 


� Zimmermann telegram – a secret telegram that revealed that Germany was trying to get Mexico to join World War I on the side of the Central Powers. In the telegram, Germany’s foreign minister, Arthur Zimmermann, proposed that if Mexico attacked the United States, Germany would help it reclaim the territories it has had lost seventy years earlier in the Mexican-American War (specifically, the American states of Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona). The telegram was published in U.S. newspapers in 1917, convincing  many Americans to join World War I on the side of the Allies.  





� Committee on Public Information - a government agency that created propaganda to recruit soldiers and rally public support for America’s involvement in World War I.





� propaganda - the spreading of ideas about an institution or individual for the purpose of influencing opinion.





� Selective Service Act – a 1917 law requiring all young men to register for military service. Its purpose was to draft young men for World War I.  


� draft – a selection of people for military service; conscription.





� Espionage Act/Sedition Act - two laws passed by Congress during World War One that were used to intimidate or jail critics of American involvement in the war.  (Espionage means spying; sedition means speaking or writing against the government.) �    Socialists and radical labor leaders were especially singled out for prosecution, and hundreds were given jail terms.  Newspapers and magazines critical of the war effort were denied the use of the postal service. �    The two laws are often cited as examples of the way the emotions of wartime can lead otherwise decent citizens and officials to support measures that violate citizens’ rights. 





� Great Migration - the movement of thousands of African-Americans from the South to northern cities that started during World War One.  As the armaments (weapons) factories expanded to meet the needs of the war, job shortages developed.  Blacks frustrated by race relations in the South were especially eager to take these jobs.  The migration continued into the 1920s and even beyond. �    The migration brought many new opportunities for African-Americans.  But it also brought cultural conflict with blacks already established in northern cities.  The Urban League was started as an organization to help the new arrivals adjust to the ways of big city life and also to deal with the problems caused by discrimination by whites.





� Vladimir Lenin - leader of the Bolshevik Party who overthrew the government of Russia in 1917.





� communism - a form of socialism that embraces revolution and the violent overthrow of the capitalist system.  Like other modern forms of socialism, it began in the mid-1800s as a reaction to the oppressive conditions often endured by workers as the Industrial Revolution spread in Europe and America.  Communists analyzed these conditions as a kind of “war” between the factory owning class and the factory labor class that was emerging at that time. �     Led by thinkers like Karl Marx, communists believed that these two classes would move farther apart until the working class revolted and seized control of the factories, farms, and mines.  Under communism, these would be owned collectively by the government and operated for the good of all. �    The world’s first communist revolution occurred in Russia in 1917, led by the Bolshevik Party.  After World War Two, Russia forcibly extended the system over many of the countries of Eastern Europe. �    The writings of communist thinkers are often powerful in their appeal to an idealistic sense of social justice, as well as their expression of outrage over the condition of the world’s poor.  The actual experience of communist-controlled nations like Russia, China, and Cuba, however, has shown how easily the system slips into a pattern of dictatorship, murder, and oppression on a staggering scale. �    In the early 1990s, a large number of European countries, including Russia, threw off their communist governments in disgust over the general failure of the system to deliver on its promises. 





� doughboys – a nickname for U.S. soldiers who fought in World War I.





� Treaty of Versailles – the agreement ending World War I.





� Fourteen Points - President Wilson’s plan for the peace treaty ending World War I.





� League of Nations - the organization of nations that Woodrow Wilson proposed at the end of World War One as part of his Fourteen Point Plan.  He called it “the only hope of mankind.”  The League was formed, but the U.S. did not join, in part because of a return of isolationist views in America.  Most Americans simply wanted to avoid getting involved in European affairs. �    As the world drifted toward another world war in the 1930s, the League proved unable or unwilling to take serious steps to deal with the actions of Italy and Germany.  After World War Two, the United Nations was formed as an international organization, with the U.S. a leading member. 





� reparations - payments that Germany was forced to pay by France and England after World War One for the war damages it had caused.  The sum of money - 32 billion dollars - was so large that it was impossible for Germany to pay the full amount without destroying its own economic recovery. 
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