24.1 The Vietnam War

24.1 The Vietnam War—(Do Now Reading)
The Vietnam War was launched by Ho Chi Minh in the 1940s to force the French, and later, the U.S., out of Vietnam.  (Vietnam had been controlled by the French for many decades, and the French completely dominated the life of the nation.) 

The war sharply divided America in the 1960s, and claimed the lives of more than 50,000 Americans. 

The conflict began primarily as a war of national liberation, a goal that under other circumstances would have certainly won American support.  But Ho Chi Minh also embraced communism in his fight to liberate the Vietnamese.  As a result, the U.S. saw the conflict primarily as a dangerous attempt to spread communism.  In the tensions of the Cold War era, America felt compelled to support the French and non-communist Vietnamese leaders. 

Ho Chi Minh’s guerrilla army defeated the French in 1954, and the nation was temporarily divided into a communist North and a  non-communist South until an election could be arranged to reunite the country.  The election, however, never took place. 

American involvement grew in the 1960s, first under John F. Kennedy, then under Lyndon Johnson.  Johnson attempted to bring peace with promises of financial aid, then stepped up military action in hope of forcing the issue.  Nothing worked. 

A great disadvantage for America was the fact that the government of South Vietnam was corrupt, and did not have the full support of the South Vietnamese.  For this and other reasons, the war proved a frustrating experience for U.S. troops, as well as for Americans at home.  Anti-war protests became a regular feature of the times. 

America began scaling back its support for the South Vietnamese government in the late 1960s, and pulled out altogether in 1973.  South Vietnam and its capital, Saigon, fell to the communist forces in 1975.
24.1 The Vietnam War—(Do Now)
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24.1 The Vietnam War—(Lesson)
	Introduction
	

	Standards
	Today’s lesson addresses the following standards: 

· 11.9.3 Trace the origins and geopolitical consequences (foreign and domestic) of the Cold War and containment policy, including the Vietnam War.

· 11.9.4 List the effects of foreign policy on domestic policies and vice versa (e.g., protests during the war in Vietnam, the "nuclear freeze" movement). 



	Buddhists Protest in South Vietnam

(1963)
	Like Eisenhower before him, Kennedy supported the anti- communist dictator of South Vietnam, Ngo Dinh Diem. When communists (called Viet Kong) from North Vietnam tried to overthrow Diem’s government, Kennedy responded by sending more money and troops. However, Diem had become increasingly unpopular among his own people (South Vietnam). 

Part of the problem was caused by religious tensions. Due to Vietnam’s colonial heritage, about 20% of Vietnamese were Catholic, while the other 80% were Buddhist. Diem was a devout Catholic, and many of his policies favored the Catholic minority. Opposition to his rule often came from Buddhist monasteries. Diem, in turn, cracked down on Buddhist monasteries, claiming that they were hotbeds of communism. 



	Buddhist monk self-immolation Photo
	On a June day in 1963, a Buddhist monk walked into the middle of a busy Saigon intersection, sat quietly while a fellow monk poured gasoline over him, then lit himself on fire. It was a protest against Diem’s government. The photographs of this incident shocked the world. Later, other monks followed his example. 

In America, the pictures of monks setting themselves on fire had a sharp effect on public opinion. Americans started to ask themselves: “Why are we supporting a dictator who is that unpopular?” Americans had always imagined that they were the “good guys.” Now, people had doubts. 

In October of 1963, Kennedy approved the assassination of Diem by a general in South Vietnam’s army. (The general took control in a coup, but proved to be just as unpopular as Diem). A month later, Kennedy himself was assassinated. 



	Gulf of Tonkin Resolution

(August 1964)
	An incident in the Gulf of Tonkin in 1964 provided the justification for direct American military build-up. Two American ships, the Maddox and the Turner Joy were monitoring a South Vietnamese attack on some island held by the north, in the Gulf of Tonkin. A North Vietnamese gunboat attacked them. President Johnson alleged, wrongly, that it was an unprovoked attack. In fact, it had been the American advisers who had mounted this whole campaign right from the beginning.
The attack on the Maddox and the Turner Joy prompted a resolution in the United States Senate authorizing President Johnson to use force to secure American interests in the area. All but two of the members of the United States Senate voted to give the president this discretionary power over the fighting, and President Johnson used it as authorization for the war. In private, Johnson had called Vietnam “a raggedy-ass fourth-rate country,” but publicly there were no statements like that, of course. He wanted to project strength and anti-Communist resolve, even though the place to do it was an unexpected one.

With his active approval, the American military force in Vietnam from that point on rapidly ratcheted upwards, until by 1967, more than half a million Americans were fighting in Vietnam, whereas at the time of Kennedy’s death, the number had been just 16,000; so from 16,000 to more than 500,000.



	1964 Joint Resolution of Congress


	On at least one STAR question, the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution is referred to as the 1964 Joint Resolution of Congress. Do not be confused: The 1964 Joint Resolution of Congress is the exact same thing as the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution. 



	A different kind of war
	The American expectation of success, in one sense, was reasonable. The American military had learned a lot about long-range amphibious warfare in World War II fighting all over the Pacific, and the island campaigns there had also introduced them to the jungle warfare techniques in which American troops trained. The North Vietnamese army and the Viet Cong guerillas in the south were mainly poorly armed. They were a very, very low-tech fighting force. 

Right from the beginning, though, the Americans faced all kinds of difficulties there. First of all, they were reluctant to use too much force, for fear of prompting a Chinese or Russian intervention. After all, the Korean War had gone horribly wrong when MacArthur’s aggressive pursuit of the retreating North Koreans had prompted a Chinese intervention, and so the Johnson administration was very eager to make sure that that didn’t happen again.

The U.S. Army, therefore, wasn’t given authorization to bring the war to an end through the conquering or pacification of North Vietnam. Instead, it was a holding action, which the military itself didn’t like having to do, because it was potentially so inconclusive, and there was no clear end to the Americans’ role there. They hoped to be able to wear down the North Vietnamese army’s will, but actually it was American resolve that wore down much more quickly, because there was a far less vital interest at stake on the American side.

Often what happened is that during the daytime, and especially when the American military actually showed up in one of the localities, they could control it, but at night, when the soldiers and drawn back to their bases and to the cities, the Viet Cong could take over as well. That put the ordinary peasant population of Vietnam in an extremely vulnerable situation. They had to appear to be on the side of whomever was dominant, and sometimes, literally in the space of 24 hours, that would change back and forth, depending on who was there.

In addition, the terrain and the enemy’s fighting style made most of the American high-tech weapons unsuitable. It was impossible to use tanks in this kind of jungle warfare, for example. The Americans relied very heavily on helicopters, and that gave them an extremely high degree of mobility and temporary advantage in particular places, and they certainly inflicted far heavier casualties than they suffered because of the superiority in weapons. What they couldn’t do, however, was permanently win the allegiance and security of larger areas of the Vietnamese countryside.\



	Hearts and Minds
	A historian called John Shy has made an intriguing analogy between what was happening in Vietnam in the 1960s with what had happened during the American Revolution back in the 1770s and early 1780s. He said, “The same kinds of things were happening both places. In many parts of the American colonies, when the British army showed up, it could certainly intimidate the local population into the appearance of loyalty, but then, when the British army had gone and the American Revolutionary forces showed up, they could equally intimidate the population into the appearance loyalty to them, and because of the latent sympathy for the Revolution on the part of most of the colonists, progressively, the British were unable to have control of anywhere, unless they were actually right there in force.” It was an upsetting analogy, because it said, “We the Americans are now in the same position that the Redcoats were in back in the 1770s,” but it was an interesting and important contribution to thinking about how guerilla wars developed.
The American army was trained to fight battlefield wars as it had done against Hitler. It was much more difficult, in this case, when it was not at all clear who was a friend and who was an enemy. American policy makers themselves often used the phrase “hearts and minds,” as in, “We’ve got to win the hearts and minds of the people.” In fact, though, they were completely unable to do so.



	Hawks and Doves
	“Hawks” were people who supported the war; “doves” were those who wanted peace. Vietnam was the most unpopular and divisive war in American history, and the number of doves grew as the war dragged on.



	Tet Offensive

(1968)
	By the end of 1967, it was clear that the Vietnam War was gruesomely deadlocked. President Johnson repeatedly went before the nation, assuring television viewers that there was “light at the end of the tunnel,” but the increasing number of U.S. casualties created something the media  dubbed a “credibility gap” between what the administration claimed and what the public believed.

In this period of growing doubt, the North Vietnamese staged a series of massive offensives, first along their southern border, then against South Vietnam’s principal cities. The offensive began on January 30, 1968, a traditional Vietnamese lunar holiday called Tet.

The offensive, which included an assault on the U.S. Embassy in Saigon, was costly to U.S. forces, but it was far more costly to the Viet Cong. Militarily, the United States and its ally prevailed; nevertheless, the three-week campaign came across as a devastating psychological victory for the communists, convincing many Americans that the war was unwinnable.

With American casualties now topping 1,000 a month, it was hard to believe official (and quite accurate) military pronouncements that Tet was by no means a defeat. Tet hardened public opposition to the war and sharply divided legislators, with hawks (war supporters) on one side and doves (peace advocates) on the other.



	Execution Photo
	During the Tet offensive, South Vietnam’s chief of police (General Nguyen Ngoc Loan) executed a handcuffed prisoner by shooting him in the head. The photo of this event is an iconic (famous) image of the Vietnam War. 



	antiwar protests
	Antiwar protests started at colleges and universities and soon spread across the country. Most Americans supported LBJ and the war until the North Vietnamese led a 1968 attack called the Tet Offensive. Tet was the largest Vietnamese assault of the war, and though we pushed the North Vietnamese back, it showed Americans that—despite what some U.S. generals had been telling them—the end of the war was not just around the corner. Protesters chanted, “Hey, hey, LBJ, how many kids did you kill today?” 
Demonstrations against the war attracted massive crowds and celebrities too. Martin Luther King spoke out against the war, much to the horror of many of the Civil Rights people who didn’t want him to dilute his energy or prestige.

Under increasing attack President Johnson decided not to run for a second full term as president and retired in January of 1969. By that year, nearly thirty-four thousand men had refused to be drafted into the army. Some turned in or burned their draft cards. Others moved to Canada to avoid the draft.



	Election of Richard Nixon
	Richard Nixon, a Republican, had been vice-president in the 1950s under Dwight D. Eisenhower, and had run unsuccessfully against John F. Kennedy in 1960.  His political career was revived as the Democratic party split apart over the Vietnam War in 1968. 

Nixon promised to end the war “with peace and honor,” a resolution that certainly appealed to most Americans.  Once in office, however, he found that such an end would not be easily achieved.  As the conflict dragged on, anti-war protests on college campuses grew more common and violent.  Much of the anger of draft-age students turned to rage against Nixon himself as the president.



	Vietnamization
	“Vietnamization” was the term for President Richard Nixon’s policy in the early 1970s to turn the job of defending South Vietnam back to the South Vietnamese government.  The policy was part of a broader plan to reduce and eventually withdraw American troops from the Vietnam War.  



	My Lai Massacre (hit the news in 1969)
	Uncertainty about the enemy’s identity, uncertainty about whether the civilian population favored them, or favored the enemy, or was constantly shifting sides, contributed to Americans’ commission of atrocities, of which the best known was the My Lai massacre. This was a shocking news story in 1969. Lieutenant Calley, the commander of an American group, was convicted in a court martial of ordering the killing of 200 civilians. Of course, many civilians did help the Viet Cong or the North Vietnamese army. Although atrocities like that can’t be pardoned, it is understandable why the soldiers themselves should be so anxious about the uncertainty of whose loyalty lay where.


	fragging
	Morale among the American troops dropped very, very rapidly, and one of the manifestations of this fall in morale was the way in which soldiers would kill their own commanding officers if they thought the commanders were too zealous. This was called “fragging,” because it was possible to roll the fragmentation grenade into the tent where a zealous officer was sleeping and kill him, and then disavow all knowledge of how the action had come about. There were over 700 of these fragging incidents in the late 1960s and early 1970s.

	drug use
	Drug addiction also became very widespread. Vietnam is one of the areas of Southeast Asia in which the growing of powerful drugs is easy. An enormous drug trade was going on between Vietnamese people and the soldiers, and within the army as well. There were four times as many hospitalizations for drug addiction as there were for wounds in the hospitals. Of course, all this from the point of view of the high command was dismaying.



	draft resisters
	Domestic opposition to the war also became very widespread. Growing numbers of young men resisted the draft, or deserted once they had joined the army and been through basic training. Student deferments made it possible for you to go to college instead of going into the military, or at least, you knew you could defer your entry into the military until after you had gone through college. Suddenly, all kinds of people found that they were enthusiastic about higher education, and college enrollments had never been higher. However, that in turn meant that people who simply could not afford to go to college had to take on a disproportionate burden of the fighting, so that the American poor, particularly minorities, were much more likely to end up in combat positions that middle-class young men from prosperous families.



	anti-war protests grow
	What was really different about the Vietnam War was that, for the first time in American history, it became socially respectable to be an opponent of the war while it was going on. Big antiwar demonstrations on many campuses and in Washington enabled antiwar demonstrators to say, “We’re the ones taking an honorable position. We’re opposing this war because it’s immoral. The Americans have got no business being in Vietnam in the first place, and they’re committing atrocities against the people of Vietnam. We’re the bad guys in this war, and we ought not to be doing it.” There were even incidents like this: girls at antiwar demonstrations carrying signs that said, “Girls say ‘Yes’ to boys who say ‘No,’” a little play on the sexual revolution. In other words, “We’ll reward you for resisting the war with our sexual favors.”



	generation gap
	This was something that had never previously been seen in American war, the idea that you would get a lot of social support for not going to war. In many families, this intensified what was called in the 1960s “the generation gap,” because very often these were young men of 18 whose fathers were very likely to be World War II veterans, and of course the mood had been so different in the Second World War, when it was your patriotic duty to go off to fight. A veteran finding his son reluctant to do so would often be horrified by it, and they would talk across a great gap of mutual misunderstanding.

Of course, unlike World War II, it was difficult to make the case that vital American interests were at stake. The army itself was furious at being denied the chance of overall victory. on the other side, the “new left,” the political organizations of the student movement, was furious at the idea of the young and the poor being sacrificed in the name of abstractions thought up by old men who weren’t putting themselves at risk, especially when they didn’t seem to tally with what people actually found on the ground. Eventually, 60,000 Americans died in Vietnam, and 300,000 more were wounded there. At the same time, about two million of the Vietnamese people died.



	Nixon widens the war to Cambodia (1970)
	Nixon’s decision to widen the war into Cambodia in 1970 set off another great wave of campus demonstrations, most notoriously at Kent State University in Ohio, where National Guardsmen opened fire and killed four of the student onlookers.

	Kent State shootings

(1970)
	Tension mounted when four college students in an antiwar demonstration were killed by national guardsmen at Kent State University in Ohio in 1970. 

	Pentagon Papers (published 1971)
	The following year, The New York Times published articles revealing that the government had deceived the American people for years about the country’s increasing involvement in Vietnam and surrounding countries. These “Pentagon Papers” gave the antiwar movement new credibility, and protest grew in number until President Nixon agreed to bring U.S. troops home. 

	napalm
	

	Phan Thị Kim Phúc Photo
	Kim Phúc and her family were residents of the village of Trang Bang, South Vietnam. On June 8, 1972, South Vietnamese planes dropped a napalm bomb on Trang Bang, which had been attacked and occupied by North Vietnamese forces. Phúc joined a group of civilians and South Vietnamese soldiers who were fleeing from the Cao Dai Temple to the safety of South Vietnamese–held positions. A South Vietnamese Air Force pilot mistook the group for enemy soldiers and diverted to attack. The bombing killed two of Phúc's cousins and two other villagers. Associated Press photographer Nick Út earned a Pulitzer Prize for his photograph of the aftermath. It also was chosen as the World Press Photo of the Year for 1972. The image of Phúc running naked amid the chaos became one of the most haunting images of the Vietnam War. In an interview many years later, she recalled she was yelling, "Nóng quá, nóng quá" ("too hot, too hot") in the picture.

After snapping the photograph, Út took Kim Phúc and the other injured children to Barsky Hospital in Saigon, where it was determined that her burns were so severe that she probably would not survive. After a 14-month hospital stay and 17 surgical procedures, however, she was able to return home. Út continued to visit her until he was evacuated during the fall of Saigon, three years later.


	End of U.S. involvement (1973) 
	Peace talks began in Paris, in 1968, but Ho Chi Minh was able to use them to delay the actual conclusion of peace, because he knew that, as dedicated as Nixon was to “peace with honor,” he certainly would not withdraw at all costs, but only under circumstances that looked favorable to American prestige in the Cold War.

The United States ratcheted down its scale of involvement rapidly after 1970.

The Paris Peace Accords, signed in 1973, ended direct U.S. involvement in the Vietnam War. The peace agreement brought a temporary end to the fighting between North and South Vietnam. American prisoners of war returned home, although right up to the present there are people who allege that some prisoners are still being held in Vietnam, and the men missing in action have never been accounted for.



	Vietnam War continues, without the United States
	The Paris Peace Accords were routinely flouted by the North Vietnamese. The North Vietnamese and their South Vietnamese allies ignored the ceasefire and continued their invasion of South Vietnam. North Vietnamese military forces gradually moved through the southern provinces and two years later were in position to capture Saigon.

The Watergate crisis of 1972 through 1974, and the unpopularity of the war, prevented the Americans from ever returning to Vietnam, even when the North Vietnamese army launched a conventional offensive against the south, and finally overran it in 1975. The North Vietnamese entered Saigon on April 30.



	Fall of Saigon

(1975)
	

	Aftermath of the War
	The brutal repression in the south by the Communist victors after they had won led many Americans to re-think their whole approach to the war. The desperate escape of the boat people, that is Vietnamese people trying to get away from the communist regime after 1975, and then even worse suffering and genocide in Cambodia that came about in the 1970s, showed that for all the high-minded hopes sometimes attributed to them by the antiwar people in America, the communist people were absolutely ruthless in enforcing their regime by force on the conquered south. 

American “neo-conservatives” argued that the Americans’ role had been justified after all, not least on human rights grounds. In other words, on the big question of anti-Communism, war is as necessary as ever.


	consequences for military policy
	The war had lasting consequences for American military policy right up to the present. It introduced what is called the Vietnam syndrome, the idea that the army needs to be very, very cautious indeed before committing itself in a foreign venture. It must restrict the media’s access to the theater of war very closely. IN other words, it must manipulate media releases os that the kinds of scenes on American TV of the 1960s don’t recur, and, before going into war, the politicians must be sure that they’ve got what is called an “axe it” strategy. That is, the ability to get out quickly and decisively. They concluded since Vietnam that war is going to be popular only if it is short. 

In addition, since then, the military has devoted an enormous amount of attention to keeping American causalities low, so high-tech weaponry has become a higher priority than ever. All these factors certainly operated in the Gulf War in the early 1990s, which was quick and very, very closely managed—fought to a decisive conclusion, with very, very low American causalities. All of these factors, then, influencing the way the Gulf War was fought, can be traced back to elements of the Vietnam conflict.

	Today’s Worksheet
	No worksheet today.


24.2 The Nixon Years—(Do Now Reading)

Richard Nixon did some great things for the country by starting to make friend with China and the Soviet Union. But he also betrayed the nation in many ways. The criminal, secretive side of President Nixon was revealed in a scandal called “Watergate.”

The Watergate crisis began to unfold when five of Nixon’s staff members, who belonged to the Committee to Re-Elect the President (which became known as CREEP), were caught breaking in to the Democratic Party headquarters at the Watergate office building in Washington, D.C., in 1972. When word got out that the burglars had connections to the White House, Nixon’s advisors offered to pay the burglars to keep quiet and cover up the crime. But the scandal didn’t stay covered for long. Two young reporters from the Washington Post, Bob Woodward and Carl Bernstein, traced the crime back to the White House. The Post published what Woodward and Bernstein found (and in doing so acted as the watchdog the press is supposed to be in a democratic society). A criminal investigation followed.

Nixon repeatedly denied any involvement in the Watergate burglaries or in the other illegal actions the investigations revealed (among them, that he let his staff lie, steal confidential records, and tap phones; and that he used government money to improve his homes and weaseled out of income tax payments). One by one the president’s aids resigned. In an unrelated crime, Vice President Spiro Agnew admitted to filing a false tax return and also resigned. Investigators asked Nixon to give them copies of tapes that recorded his conversations in his offices. He finally released the tapes—with eighteen minutes erased from them. On the verge of being impeached for obstructing justice and violating his oath of office, in 1974 Nixon became the first and only American president to resign from office.

In all, fifty-six men were convicted of Watergate-related crimes. Some went to jail. Nixon was pardoned by his successor, Gerald Ford, a decision some people protested loudly. Others, President Ford included, thought it was best for the country to try to put the whole awful mess behind it.

24.2 The Nixon Years—(Do Now)

Year: __________________

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


24.2 The Nixon Years—(Lesson)

	Introduction
	

	Standards
	Today’s lesson addresses the following standards:

· 11.11.4 Explain the constitutional crisis originating from the Watergate scandal. 

· 11.9.6 Describe U.S. Middle East policy and its strategic, political, and economic interests, including those related to the Gulf War.



	Richard Nixon
(1969-1974)
	Richard Nixon was Republican president elected in 1968 who pledged to bring more “law and order” to America in the turbulent decade of the 1960s.  His presidency ended in 1974, however, when he resigned rather than face impeachment in the Watergate scandal. 

Nixon had been vice-president in the 1950s under Dwight D. Eisenhower, and had run unsuccessfully against John F. Kennedy in 1960.  His political career was revived as the Democratic party split apart over the Vietnam War in 1968. 

Nixon promised to end the war “with peace and honor,” a resolution that certainly appealed to most Americans.  Once in office, however, he found that such an end would not be easily achieved.  As the conflict dragged on, anti-war protests on college campuses grew more common and violent.  Much of the anger of draft-age students turned to rage against Nixon himself as the president. 

Rising crime, especially in cities, was another challenge of the times.  Nixon called for a “war against crime,” and said the “first civil right” was the right of citizens to be free of violence in their neighborhoods.  Crime rates, unfortunately, continued to rise. 

Another crisis in the Nixon years was the Arab Oil Embargo in 1973.  Arab nations in the Middle East stopped shipments of crude oil to the U.S. in a blatant attempt to force America to end its support of Israel.  The U.S. refused to be bullied, and was forced to deal with shortages of gasoline and higher prices. 

A highlight of the Nixon years was his successful effort to reduce tensions with China and the Soviet Union.  Even his critics applauded these steps, which greatly reduced the always present danger of a nuclear war. 

Nixon won reelection to a second term in 1972.  But the Watergate scandal (see entry) ended his presidency, and he left the White House in disgrace.  He recovered at least his reputation for a wide knowledge of international politics, and his advice was sought on such matters by later presidents.


	Apollo 11

(1969)
	Apollo 11 was the space mission that carried three American astronauts to the moon in 1969.  Neil Armstrong was the first to step out of the landing module and onto lunar soil.  As he did, he said, “That’s one small step for man, one giant leap for mankind.” 

The landing carried out the pledge of President John F. Kennedy to put a man on the moon by the end of the decade.  At a time of great turmoil, the event helped pull people together in celebration of a great accomplishment.  Some 600 million viewers watched the event on television worldwide.



	Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)

(1970)


	Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is a federal agency created in 1970, with wide powers to regulate pesticides, toxic chemicals, sewage treatment plants, and other sources of pollution.  Concern about the environment had been growing rapidly since the publication of Rachel Carson’s book, Silent Spring, in 1962.  The book warned of the dangers to the natural world of many chemicals used in industry and agriculture. 



	Nixon visits China and the Soviet Union
	The Cold War began to thaw when President Nixon visited two major communist powers—China and the Soviet Union, in 1972. The Vietnam War had shown Nixon that something had to change between the United States and communist countries, and his trip to Asia marked a shift in American foreign policy. It showed America that communist powers weren’t necessarily connected to one another or opposed to Western democracies. 



	End of the Vietnam War
	The Paris Peace Accords, signed in 1973, ended direct U.S. involvement in the Vietnam War. The peace agreement brought a temporary end to the fighting between North and South Vietnam.



	SALT I and II
	Nixon put America on the road to full diplomatic relations with China and began détente, or the lessening of tension, with the Soviet Union. We began to develop friendlier relations with the Soviets and agreed to several treaties that would reduce the number of nuclear weapons. Between 1972 and 1979, Strategic Arms Limitation Talks (SAT 1 and II) resulted in agreements that limited each country’s nuclear weapons. 



	Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC)
	OPEC is an organization of nations that attempts to control the price of oil on world markets through agreements to limit production.  It is a cartel - the technical term for a group formed to gain near-monopoly control of a product and its price. 

OPEC is run mainly by Arab countries in the Middle East.  In the 1970s the organization set oil production and sales limits for its member countries in order to force world oil prices higher.  The strategy worked, but created sharply higher prices for gasoline, fuel oil, and related products in the U.S.  The higher prices were a severe blow to the nation's economy.



	Arab Oil Embargo
(1973)
	By the 1970s, Americans had become very dependent on oil, not only for gas but also for heating homes and making products such as plastics and paint. America imported nearly half its oil supply, mostly from the oil-rich Arab countries of the Middle East. In 1973 the Arab nations attacked Israel in retaliation for land Israel had seized during ta war in 1967. Because the United States was Israel’s main ally, the Arab-controlled Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) cut off oil shipments to the United States and reduced shipments to other countries.
For Americans and their oversized, gas-guzzling cars, the energy crisis was a huge wake-up call. The younger generations that hadn’t experienced the sacrifices of the Great Depression and World War II suddenly knew what it was like to do without—and they didn’t like it. As gas lines snaked around the block, violence broke out among frustrated drivers. 

The Arab boycott was lifted in 1974, but the energy crisis made some people think about where they got their fuel, what kind of fuel they used, and how to conserve energy.

	Watergate
	Watergate was the nickname given by newspaper headline writers to the scandal that ended the presidency of Richard Nixon.  The name comes from the large apartment and office complex in Washington that was the scene of the crime. 

During the election campaign of 1972, a group of Nixon campaign advisors secretly arranged a break-in at the office of the Democratic party in the Watergate building.  They planned to look through the files for any embarrassing information, and wanted to plant “bugs” on the office telephones. 

The burglars were caught, although at first no one was aware of the political connection.  But the facts slowly emerged as reporters linked the burglars to the Nixon reelection campaign.  The president denied having any prior knowledge of the break-in.  But there was evidence that once he became aware of the crime, he tried to block the investigation. 

Hearings held by the U.S. Senate developed even more embarrassing evidence, including “hush money” paid to the burglars to plead guilty and keep quiet.  It was definitely not the kind of politics that Americans learned about in high school, and many were stunned and angered by the revelations. 

In the end, a number of people connected to the incident went to jail, including two of Nixon’s top aids.  Nixon himself resigned in 1974 to avoid impeachment.  He maintained to the end that he did not know about the Watergate break-in in advance, or approve of any of the crooked dealings exposed by the hearings.


	Gerald Ford
	Gerald Ford was the vice-president who became president in 1974 when Richard Nixon resigned over the Watergate scandal.  Ford had a reputation as a solid and respected Republican, and did much to reassure the country that the American system of government would survive the scandal. 

Much controversy surrounded Ford’s decision to issue a full pardon for the former president, however.  He said the pardon would allow the country to move ahead, and was not part of any “deal.”  Still, many critics said the pardon short-circuited the judicial process. 

Ford was re-nominated by the Republicans in the 1976 election, but lost to Democrat Jimmy Carter.



	The significance of the Watergate Scandal
	California standard 11.11.4 asks students to “explain the constitutional crisis originating from the Watergate scandal.” The following paragraphs help explain why Watergate was a “constitutional crisis.”

The Watergate scandal rose to a constitutional crisis due to the President's reluctance or refusal to cooperate with all three branches of the U.S. government: Congress (which held investigatory hearings and impeachment proceedings), his own Executive Branch agencies (investigations by the Justice Dept., the FBI and two Special Prosecutors) and the Judiciary (courts including, pivotally, the Supreme Court). 

As one consequence, in late July 1974 the congressional House Judiciary Committee voted three articles of impeachment against Nixon: obstruction of justice, abuse of power and contempt of Congress. What ultimately sealed Nixon's fate was the existence of audiotapes secretly made by Nixon which routinely recorded his White House conversations. 

After a year-long battle over access to the tapes, on July 24, 1974 the Supreme Court ruled 8-to-0 that Nixon had to turn over key tapes to the Special Prosecutor. 

On August 5, Nixon released what came to be known as the “smoking gun” tape. It showed that just six days after the Watergate burglary, Nixon knew of the involvement of White House and re-election officials, and that he encouraged an extensive coverup. Even his most ardent political allies could no longer support Nixon; impeachment by the full House, and trial in the Senate, was inevitable. 

To avoid this, they urged Nixon to resign, which he did on August 9, 1974. One month later, President Gerald Ford pardoned Nixon, in an attempt to put a political and legal end to the Watergate scandal.



	Today’s Worksheet
	Today’s worksheet: 
· The Constitution and the Watergate Crisis




24.3 Others Demand Civil Rights—(Do Now Reading)

Did other minority groups use nonviolent protest to fight for their rights?

Yes. In 1965 a Mexican-American named Cesar Chavez formed a union called the Farm Workers Association (later renamed the United Farm Workers, or UFW) to fight for better wages and conditions for migrant workers. These workers, who were usually of Mexican heritage, traveled from field to field, hoping to find work. They lived in shacks or tents without heat or running water. They worked for long hours doing backbreaking jobs in unsafe conditions, all for low pay.
Chavez, inspired by Mohandas Gandhi and Martin Luther King, Jr., led union members in a nonviolent strike against California grape growers to force the growers to meet the union’s demands. He then led a three-hundred-mile walk across California to call attention to his cause and fasted for almost a month. Millions of Americans became aware of Chavez’s cause and boycotted grapes. Eventually most of the major California grape growers agreed to sign contracts with the UFW.

What could women do in the early 1970s that they couldn’t do before?

A couple of things. After 1972 they could take part in a much wider variety of high school and college sports. Title IX of the Educational Amendments passed by Congress that year said that public schools had to provide equal access and opportunities for women and girls in education if the schools received money from the government. These opportunities included sports, and they resulted in major change. Most schools had offered plenty of sports programs for boys but few, if any, for girls. In 1971 girls made up only 7.5 percent of U.S. high school athletes; by 1996 the figure was 39 percent.

In 1973 the Supreme Court gave women the ability to do something completely different with their bodies. The Court’s ruling the case of Roe v. Wade made abortions legal within the first three months of pregnancy. Before Roe, many women had abortions illegally and in unsafe conditions, which often caused complications, and sometimes even death. Poor women were especially at risk. The court’s decision in Roe v. Wade has been controversial ever since it was issued. Then as now, people who support the decision say the right to an abortion is a basic right to safety, privacy, and choice. Many opponents feel the decision amounts to government-approved murder.

24.3 Others Demand Civil Rights—(Do Now)
Year: __________________

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


24.3 Others Demand Civil Rights—(Lesson)

	Introduction
	

	Standards
	Today’s lesson covers the following standards: 

· 11.10.5 Discuss the diffusion of the civil rights movement of African Americans from the churches of the rural South and the urban North, including the resistance to racial desegregation in Little Rock and Birmingham, and how the advances influenced the agendas, strategies, and effectiveness of the quests of American Indians, Asian Americans, and Hispanic Americans for civil rights and equal opportunities. 

· 11.10.7 Analyze the women's rights movement from the era of Elizabeth Stanton and Susan Anthony and the passage of the Nineteenth Amendment to the movement launched in the 1960s, including differing perspectives on the roles of women. 


	Cesar Chavez
	Cesar Chavez was a labor leader who launched a famous boycott of grapes in the 1960s as a way of forcing better treatment of migrant farm workers.  His work established the United Farm Workers union, and is a source of great pride for Hispanics nationwide. 

Chavez was the son of Mexican American migrant farm workers, and picked crops himself as a child.  He was familiar with the difficulties the migrants faced, including low pay, unsanitary conditions, and obstacles to education for children.  His marches and protests forced many middle class Americans to think for the first time about the people who picked the nation’s food crops.  He died in 1993, but his work continues through organizations like the United Farm Workers. 



	Grape Boycott

(succeeds in 1970)
	

	Women’s Liberation
	The Women’s Liberation movement was the movement launched in the 1960s to create a greater equality between women and men. The movement’s leaders, including Betty Friedan, challenged the traditional idea that women should have a special role in the home as wives and mothers.  Feminists, as women in the movement called themselves, sought equal opportunities in the work place and in schools.  They called for equal pay and promotion opportunities at work, and sought the expansion of day-care programs in the work place. 

By 1970, women were flooding into careers that had traditionally been dominated by men.  By 1980, women actually outnumbered men on college campuses.  But many women rejected the views of the most extreme “women’s libbers,” and argued that feminists were too eager to attack men as the source of all problems.



	Betty Friedan
	Betty Friedan was a leading feminist writer and organizer whose book, The Feminine Mystique, helped launch the Women’s Liberation movement in the 1960s. 

Friedan argued that the traditional role of the stay-at-home mother was oppressive and frustrating for women.  She called on women to reject traditional roles and fight for complete equality in the workplace and schools.  In 1966 she became one of the organizers of the National Organization for Women (NOW). 

The decades since have seen a rapid growth in the number of women with children who also hold jobs outside the home.  Many more women also pursue higher-level jobs and advanced education.


	Roe v. Wade
(1973)
	Roe v. Wade was the Supreme Court case in 1973 that legalized abortion in the U.S.  “Roe” was the fictitious name of the woman who originated the lawsuit.  The court ruled that a woman’s decision to have an abortion is protected by the right to privacy implicit in the Constitution.  The abortion issue continues to be one that generates strong feelings, with opponents calling it the equivalent of murder.  Supporters continue to argue that a human fetus is not legally or morally a person, and say abortion should be an option and a woman’s choice. 



	“Red Power” and the American Indian Movement (AIM)
	In the late 1960s, a “Red Power” movement emerged in Native American communities. In urban Native American ghettoes across the Midwest, the American Indian Movement (AIM) took shape. Members of AIM were tired of working through a system they believed was the primary reason many Native Americans lived in dire poverty. They chose attention-grabbing stunts as the means to draw attention to their cause.

In 1969, members of AIM seized Alcatraz Island in San Francisco Bay. AIM members offered the United States government the equivalent amount of trinkets that Peter Minuit paid to the inhabitants of Manhattan Island in 1626. For 18 months the occupation forces held firm. In 1972, AIM protesters occupied the Bureau of Indian Affairs building in Washington, DC. The final battle of the war for the Great Plains was re-enacted in 1973 when members of AIM seized Wounded Knee in South Dakota. After a 71 day holdout, the siege collapsed.



	Stonewall Riot

(1969)
	In June 1969, New York City police raided the Stonewall Inn for operating without a liquor license. The patrons of the Stonewall Inn were mostly homosexual, and for years they had felt that the police was singling out the bar unfairly. Tired of police harassment, this time the gays fought back, hurling rocks, fists, and insults at the police. The spontaneous riots and protests lasted several days. 

The Stonewall Riot commonly marks the beginning of the Gay Rights Movement. On the one year anniversary of the Stonewall Riot, the first gay rights parade was staged in New York City. 


	Gay Rights Movement
	The gay liberation movement made analogous claims to that of the Civil Rights movement and the feminists. Homosexuals began to say, “We are also members of a minority. We also are discriminated against in employment. Certainly, in social conduct we’re a despised minority, and we ought not to be.” 

From then on, the question of “coming out” became a central issue among homosexuals. That is, should you declare publicly that you are homosexual, and ethically, more controversial, should you out other people? That is, if you know that someone influential and important who could help your cause is homosexual, but won’t admit it publicly, should you out them? In other words, should you announce that they are in fact homosexual, and kind of force them in to the open on your side? That has remained a controversial question right up to the present.

Until 1973, American psychiatrists and psychologists regarded homosexuality as a kind of mental illness. In 1973, though, they struck that off their list of recognizable mental afflictions. In fact, by the end of the 20th century, homophobia had become the affliction, the idea of identifying homosexuals as deplorable. It was a very rapid shift if n the popular perception of homosexuals. 

Although many legal rights and protections such as marriage for gay Americans remained out of reach into the twenty-first century, small gains were achieved in the years that followed Stonewall. In 1974, the American Psychiatric Association officially removed homosexuality from its list of mental illnesses. 

By the mid-1970s, the FBI no longer considered homosexuals a security risk, and gays were no longer denied civil service jobs based on their sexual orientation.



	Today’s Worksheet
	Today’s Worksheet:

· Spread of the Civil Rights Movement




25.1 The Carter Years—(Do Now Reading)

The energy crisis seemed to be just one thing that made Americans frustrated, skeptical, and disoriented in the 1970s. Vietnam and Watergate loomed large in people’s memories, and as oil prices rose, so did unemployment and inflation. (Inflation means that prices rise and your money doesn’t buy as much as it used to). Combined, these things left many Americans feeling powerless and unsure of what they and their country were all about.

In 1976, American elected a new president, Jimmy Carter. Carter was a caring, approachable, and intelligent man. A one-time peanut farmer and former Navy officer from Georgia, he made human rights and the nation’s energy supply key topics of his administration.  This Democrat served only one term before losing the 1980 election to Republican challenger Ronald Reagan. 
Carter and his wife Rosalyn were both from a rural background and projected a sense of decency and old-time values that had a great appeal after the turbulence of the 1960s and early 1970s.  These values led Carter to push for cuts in U.S. aid to Latin American countries known for abusive actions against their citizens.  Carter also criticized Russia for its abuse of human rights and imprisonment of dissidents. 
25.1 The Carter Years—(Do Now)

Year: __________________

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


25.1 The Carter Years—(Lesson)

	Introduction
	

	Standards
	Today’s lesson addresses the following standards: 
· Examine and analyze the key events, policies, and court cases in the evolution of civil rights, including Dred Scott v. Sandford, Plessy v. Ferguson, Brown v. Board of Education, Regents of the University of California v. Bakke, and California Proposition 209.



	Jimmy Carter
(1977 – 1981)
	James (Jimmy) Carter was the one-time peanut farmer and former Navy officer from Georgia who was elected president in 1976.  He made human rights and the nation’s energy supply key topics of his administration.  This Democrat served only one term before losing the 1980 election to Republican challenger Ronald Reagan. 



	Affirmative Action
	Affirmative action is the practice of actively seeking to increase the number of racial minorities in a work place or school.  Such measures may include extra efforts to recruit more applicants, or may include actual quotas for hiring.  Supporters say these policies are needed to overcome the patterns of employment and education created when minorities were excluded from many jobs and schools.  Critics say some affirmative action policies are unfair, and amount to “reverse discrimination” against whites. 


	Colin Powell and Condoleezza Rice
	[unfinished] When explaining affirmative action, I like to use the examples of Colin Powell and Condoleezza Rice. At one time, they were arguably the two most powerful African-Americans in the United States. But they disagreed on affirmative action. 

Powell was generally against affirmative action. He said that when he attended Harvard University, he hated the idea that many of his classmates were probably looking at him and thinking, “He only made it in here because he’s black.” He wanted everyone to know that his hard work and his excellent grades were the reason that he had been accepted to Harvard, and not the color of his skin.

Rice, on the other hand, saw affirmative action programs as good and necessary for the black community. 

Others who supported affirmative action sometimes used Powell as an example. They argued that Powell would probably not have been promoted to Brigadier General if it had not been for affirmative action programs in the military. 



	Regents of the University of California v. Bakke
(1978)
	The Supreme Court decision in Regents v. Bakke (1978) was a major blow against affirmative action programs in the United States. 

Allan Bakke, a white male, applied to University of California, Davis School of Medicine in 1973 and 1974, but was rejected in both years, although “special applicants” were admitted with significantly lower academic scores than Bakke's. These special applicants were admitted under provisions either for members of a “minority groups” (such as Blacks or Hispanics), or as “economically and/or educationally disadvantaged”—but although many disadvantaged Caucasians had applied under this second provision, none had been successful. In 1974, in particular, the special admissions committee explicitly stated they would consider only candidates who were from explicitly designated minority groups.

After his second rejection, Bakke filed an action in state court for mandatory, injunctive, and declaratory relief to compel his admission to Davis, alleging that the special admissions program operated to exclude him on the basis of his race in violation of the Equal Protection Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment.

UC Davis Medical School counter-claimed for a declaration that its special admissions program was lawful.

The Supreme Court sided with Bakke, agreeing with him that Affirmative Action (as practiced by the university) was unconstitutional. The decision was a major blow against affirmative action programs throughout the United States.

	Camp David Accords (1978)
	One of Carter’s greatest achievements came from his efforts to bring Egyptian and Israeli leaders to Washington for peace talks.  The negotiations resulted in a historic peace treaty, called the Camp David Accords after the presidential vacation spot in Maryland where the talks were held.


	Iran Hostage Crisis

(1979)
	The success of the Camp David Accords was overshadowed by a hostage crisis in Iran the following year. The crisis started with a revolution in Iran. That country’s ruler, the Shah, a longtime U.S. ally, was overthrown by the Ayatollah Khomeini. The Ayatollah hated the United States for supporting the Shah. In November 1979, five hundred Iranians loyal to Khomeini stormed the U.S. embassy in Tehran, Iran, and took fifty-two American diplomats hostage. The hostages were blindfolded and paraded in front of TV cameras while the Iranians yelled insults and burned the American flag. President Carter was determined to get the hostages home safely, but the rescue mission he ordered not only failed miserably, it left eight marines dead in the Iranian desert. It was an embarrassing disaster that made America looked powerless and set the stage for more hostage-taking by Arabs. It also helped cost carter the 1980 presidential election, which he lost by a landslide to Ronald Reagan. The Iranians got in one last jab at Carter by releasing the hostages just minutes after he left office.

 

	Three Mile Island accident
(1979)
	Three Mile Island accident - a famous accident at a nuclear powered electricity generating station in Pennsylvania that occurred in 1979.  It resulted in a virtual end to the building of new nuclear power plants in the U.S.  Three Mile Island is in the Susquehanna River, not far from Harrisburg.  Nuclear power plants are often located near rivers because they need large amounts of water for cooling. 

The accident was created by a stuck pressure relief valve.  Instruments in the control room apparently did not give accurate information to the operators, and some of the uranium fuel rods overheated.  As a result, steam and a small quantity of radioactive particles were released.


	China Syndrome

(movie released in 1979)
	In a weird coincidence, just 12 days before the Three Mile Island accident, a new movie called the China Syndrome hit American theaters. The film tells the story of a reporter and cameraman who discover safety coverups at a nuclear power plant. The title refers to the concept that, if an American nuclear plant melts down, the core will melt through the Earth until it reaches China. (China, in this case, is a metaphor for “the opposite side of the earth.” The opposite side of the globe from the U.S. is actually in the Indian Ocean). 
In the film, a physicist says that the China Syndrome would render “an area the size of Pennsylvania” permanently uninhabitable. While some credit the accident's timing with helping to sell tickets, the studio attempted to avoid appearing as if it were exploiting the accident, including pulling the film from some theaters.



	Soviet Invasion of Afghanistan
(1980)
	In 1980, Soviet forces invaded Afghanistan to prop up (support) a communist government that had recently come to power there. For the next ten years, Soviet forces were bogged down in an unpopular, unwinnable war in Afghanistan that is sometimes called the Soviet Union’s Vietnam War.  

The U.S. didn’t much care about the fate of Afghanistan, but it saw the Afghan war as a good opportunity to torment its Cold War rival. So the U.S. started supplying Afghan rebel fighters with weapons. If you’ve seen the movie Rambo III (1988), then you have some idea of how Americans felt at the time: U.S. soldiers like Rambo were “good guys” who were helping the Afghan rebel fighters (also good guys) to throw off the domination of the evil Soviet Union.  

Ironically, one of the rebel fighters whom the U.S. was supporting was a Muslim fanatic called Osama bin Laden. (The word “bin” means “son of” in Arabic, so Osama bin Laden means “Osama, the son of Laden”). 

In 1989, the Soviets finally withdrew from Afghanistan, just as the U.S. had withdrawn from Vietnam in 1973. The country was quickly overrun by the Muslim rebels. And bin Laden, having achieved his primary goal (defeating the Soviet Union) was now free to turn his hatred against the United States. In 2001, bin-Laden gained world-wide notoriety for the “September 11” terrorist attacks against the United States. 

The Soviet War in Afghanistan is important for at least two reasons:

· The cost of the long war hurt the Soviet economy, and thus contributed to the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991.
· U.S. support for Muslim rebels in Afghanistan is a good example of “blowback” (unintended consequences). At the time, supporting Muslim fanatics like bin Laden seemed like a good idea. Now, not so much. 


	Carter’s problems lead to his re-election defeat
	Carter was unable to find a solution to serious economic problems.  Inflation of prices was lowering the buying power of wages, and high interest rates made it difficult for home buyers to afford loans.  Business growth stagnated.

Events in the Middle East also hurt Carter’s presidency. Televised news scenes of Iranians shouting “Death to America” continued month after month as the 1980 presidential election approached. The crisis seemed to confirm many people’s feeling that Carter wasn’t a strong enough leader to handle the country’s troubles.
Carter lost his reelection bid, but even after leaving the White House remained visible in various causes devoted to peace and justice.



	Today’s Worksheet
	No worksheet today.


25.2 The Conservative Revolution—(Do Now Reading)

25.2 The Conservative Revolution—(Do Now)

Year: __________________

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


25.2 The Conservative Revolution—(Lesson)

	Introduction
	The words “conservative” and “liberal” can be a bit tricky, because they can mean different things depending on the context. (An “economic conservative” is different from a “social conservative,” and a “neo-liberal” can actually be quite conservative). Generally speaking, however, conservatives are “traditional” or “old-fashioned,” and they tend to resist change. Liberals, on the other hand, embrace “modern” values and are not afraid to break with old traditions.
In today’s lesson, we take another look at these two words and the ebb and flow of liberal and conservative politics.



	Note to teacher
	In an earlier lesson, we learned the difference between Republicans and Democrats with regards to economic policies. At that time, I promised I would return to the subject of Republicans and Democrats with regards to social issues and military spending.

This was intended to be that lesson, but it turned into a lesson on the Conservative Revolution of the 1980s. When I revise this section, I will include more on the differences between Democrats and Republicans. 

In any case, I suggest that you use this lesson to teach—not only the Conservative Revolution—but the differences between Republicans and Democrats on issues such as abortion, gay marriage, gun control, immigration, law enforcement, military spending, etc. 



	Standards
	Today’s lesson addresses the following standards: 
· Analyze the great religious revivals and the leaders involved in them, including the First Great Awakening, the Second Great Awakening, the Civil War revivals, the Social Gospel Movement, the rise of Christian liberal theology in the nineteenth century, the impact of the Second Vatican Council, and the rise of Christian fundamentalism in current times. 



	conservative
	The term “conservative” describes political or social views that put a great emphasis on preserving traditional values and social patterns.  (Contrast with liberal views, which place less emphasis on tradition, and more on the ability of a society to create for itself new values and social patterns.) 

Conservatives view social patterns such as marriage, religion, gender roles, etc., as the result of many thousands of years of human development.  These patterns of life represent the accumulated wisdom of past generations, conservatives say, and should not be casually thrown aside. 

Conservatives are not opposed to change in society, as is sometimes said by liberals.  But they believe changes should carefully build upon, rather than simply overthrow, the important traditions of society. 

For example, conservatives have long argued that most government welfare programs tend to break up traditional marriage patterns and create single-parent homes.  The end result, conservatives say, is a worse form of poverty than existed before.  Conservatives say welfare policy must favor keeping families together, and require recipients to get real jobs as quickly as possible. 



	liberal
	The term “liberal” describes political or social views that put a great emphasis on creating new social patterns or values, often with the help of direct government action.  (Contrast with conservative views, which put more emphasis on the importance of traditional values and social patterns.) 

Liberals view society as something that can be easily reshaped to meet changing conditions.  They believe that many existing social patterns, including marriage, gender roles, and race relations are severely flawed and unfair.  Liberals seek to change or eliminate what they consider flaws in society, often by lobbying for new laws or regulations to force change “from the top down.” 

Favorite causes for liberals include welfare and other programs to help the disadvantaged.  Most also favor affirmative action programs for women and minorities in colleges and in the workplace. 



	A quick review of Christian Fundamentalism
	There have always been Christians who interpret the bible literally. But fundamentalism often grows stronger in response to perceived threats. Such was the case in the mid-1800s, when Darwin proposed his theory evolution. At that time, many Christian conservatives believed that modern science was a threat to their traditional beliefs, and they responded by joining a fundamentalist movement led by preachers such as Dwight Moody (a founder of the YMCA) and Billy Sunday (a retired baseball player). 

But then fundamentalism had started to wane (grow weaker). In 1925, the Scopes Monkey Trial seemed to mark a low-point for Christian fundamentalism. The trial had made fundamentalists seem narrow minded and out of touch with the modern world. 



	Liberal victories in the 1960s and 1970s
	Beginning in the 1960s, liberals seemed to be winning battle after battle. First blacks, then women, then homosexuals demanded equal rights. Society was becoming more permissive: Couples no longer waited until marriage before engaging in sex, and women were proudly having babies out of wedlock. Sex and pornography were everywhere. Conservatives were shocked by these changes.

In 1962, the Supreme Court ruled against “school prayer.” This meant that teachers could no longer start each day by having students recite a prayer. Bible readings were also outlawed in schools. Conservatives were outraged. They felt that their old-fashioned values were under attack. 

In 1973, in a famous case called Roe v. Wade, the Supreme Court ruled that a woman has a right to an abortion. To conservative Christians, this was another assault on their Christian values, since many conservatives believe that abortion is tantamount to murder. 

Enough was enough. The world was changing too rapidly, and now came the inevitable backlash. Conservative Christians started organizing themselves, and Christian Fundamentalism experienced another revival.



	The revival of Christian fundamentalism in the 1980s
	Following the Scopes Monkey Trial, many intellectuals had predicted that fundamentalism would steadily fade away. So it was something of a surprise when Christian fundamentalism returned in the 1980s, stronger and more powerful than ever. Led by a new set of populist preachers, fundamentalist Christians “fought back” against the changes that had rocked America in the 1960s and 1970s. 



	Jerry Falwell
	The leading figure in the fundamentalist revival of the 1980s was Jerry Falwell. Falwell was a televangelist (a preacher with his own TV show). Through his show, he spoke to millions of viewers, preaching a literal interpretation of the bible—including the return of Jesus Christ—and he often ranted about the decline in American morality. Actually, he believed that most Americans were “moral” (good), but that a vocal and active minority of sinful Americans was ruining the country.

His solution was to organize a Christian group which he called the Moral Majority. The name implies that the group represents some huge number of fundamentalist Christians who are tired of standing by and doing nothing while their country goes to hell. Having organized this group, Falwell did something new—he encouraged his followers to get involved in politics.

Until this time, most churches believed that ministers should not tell their followers how to vote. Politics and religion were two different things. But Falwell believed that Christians had a duty to try to save America. In 1980, he encouraged his followers to vote for Ronald Reagan. The support proved decisive and Reagan was elected. The new “Christian Right” had proven that it could influence national politics. Falwell died in 2007.



	Conservative Revolution
	Beginning in the early 1980s, the United States took a great leap back to the political right. Conservatives were once again in the driver’s seat with regards to economic, military, and social issues. This shift is often called the “Conservative Revolution” or the “Reagan Revolution.” 



	Election of Ronald Reagan
	In 1980, the presidential race pitted the incumbent chief executive, Jimmy Carter, against a newcomer to national politics, Ronald Reagan. First famous as an actor and later governor of California, Reagan charmed the public, and his conservative following in particular. The nation seemed to be searching for old-fashioned values, and voters found them in Ronald Reagan. 

Reagan’s presidency marks a high-point for American conservatives. For many conservatives, he is still regarded as a hero.


	American conservatives today
	The conservative movement that began in the 1980s continues to affect American politics. Compared to most Western European countries, the United States is quite conservative.


	Pat Robertson
	An influential figure in the current fundamentalist movement is Pat Robertson. Like Falwell, Robertson is a televangelist. He is currently the host of a show called the 700 Club. His show mixes news and politics with Robertson’s views on the bible and religion. In 1988, Robertson ran for president but lost. He then started a political organization called the Christian Coalition. This organization claims to represent the views of some 2.5 million fundamentalist Christians. The group distributes “voter guides” and has influenced many elections. 



	Is the “Christian Right” too powerful? 
	Many liberals are not comfortable with the way that Christian fundamentalists have gotten interjected themselves into politics. And many people have criticized both Falwell and Robertson for some of their opinions and remarks. For example, following the September 11 terrorist attacks on the United States, Falwell and Robertson suggested that the attacks were God’s way of punishing America for its tolerance of “the ACLU, pagans, abortionists, feminists, gays, and lesbians.” Many liberals consider such remarks to be hate speech. 



	social issues divide America
	Some of the most divisive issues in America today are social issues (as opposed to economic issues or foreign policy). Today, your teacher will guide you in a discussion of some of social issues which are dividing America today. Make sure you know the difference positions that Democrats and Republicans have on these issues.

	abortion
	

	gay marriage
	

	immigration
	

	law enforcement and the death penalty 
	

	gun control
	

	military spending
	military spending is not a social issue, but it does 

	Today’s Worksheet
	No Worksheet today.


25.3 The Reagan Years—(Do Now Reading)

Ronald Reagan has been called the “Teflon President” because there were many scandals during his administration, but none of them “stuck” to him. (Teflon is a non-stick metal that is used as a coating on frying pans). President Reagan was witty, old-fashioned, friendly, and optimistic. The oldest president to be elected, he turned seventy just after his inauguration. He had made his living as a radio sportscaster, a TV Host, and a Hollywood actor before going on to become governor of California. Reagan’s background as an entertainer made him an inspiring speaker. People called him the “Great Communicator.” His confidence and ease gave discouraged Americans a renewed patriotism and pride.

President Reagan’s steady pressure on the Soviet Union is credited with helping to end the Cold War. Still, Reagan’s weakness was his dislike for details. He spoke in broad terms and handed many of his responsibilities to his staff. Some say he didn’t pay much attention to what was going on around him. This inattention, combined with his affable nature, gave him the “Teflon” quality that let problems slide right off his back. During his administration, military interventions in Lebanon and the tiny Caribbean island of Granada cost American casualties; banking crises caused by lack of government watchfulness cost taxpayers billions of dollars; and the national debt quadrupled. Yet, despite these obvious problems with his presidency, Reagan remains a hero for many Republicans. 

25.3 The Reagan Years—(Do Now)
Year: __________________

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


25.3 The Reagan Years—(Lesson)

	Introduction
	

	Standards
	Today’s lesson addresses the following standards: 
· 11.9.4 List the effects of foreign policy on domestic policies and vice versa (e.g., protests during the war in Vietnam, the “nuclear freeze” movement). 

· 11.9.5 Analyze the role of the Reagan administration and other factors in the victory of the West in the Cold War.



	Ronald Reagan
(1981-1989)
	Ronald Reagan was the Republican president from 1981 to 1989 who led what is sometimes called “the conservative revolution” in national politics. 

Reagan had been a movie actor for much of his early career before entering politics and winning election as governor of California in 1966.  In 1980, he ran against Jimmy Carter, and attracted many voters who felt the Democratic president was indecisive. 

    Reagan projected a kind of patriotic confidence in America and its future that had fallen somewhat out of style after the Vietnam War and Watergate.  He said America needed first of all to get business growing again, by reducing taxes and excessive government regulations.  These policies were often called “Reaganomics” (see entry). 

    Reagan also called for cuts to many welfare programs, claiming that they were not effective, and were even encouraging people to stay on welfare rolls rather than get jobs.  A growing economy with good jobs, he said, was the best way to help poor people. 

    Congress approved many of the new proposals.  The country slipped into a recession in 1982, but the next year, a recovery was underway.  The economy grew steadily throughout the rest of his two terms. 

    Reagan felt the U.S. should stand firm in its opposition to communism.  Signs were already evident that the standard of living in communist nations was falling far behind that in the U.S. and other free nations.  He won from Congress a plan to strengthen the U.S. military, including money for the so-called “Star Wars Defense” (see entry). 

    In 1986, Reagan met with the Russian leader, Mikhail Gorbachev, to discuss reducing nuclear arms.  They also discussed Gorbachev’s attempts to move Russia to a more open society with free speech and other rights.  Reagan welcomed the new climate, confident that the obvious success of America and other democratic nations would eventually draw Russia away from its failed system of communism. 

    Reagan finished his second term in 1989, having helped his vice-president, George Bush, win the 1988 election.  Reagan had not radically cut the size of the federal government, as some of his supporters had hoped he would do.  But he had created an important shift in political thought and government policy that had long-lasting effects.

	Reaganomics
	“Reaganomics” is a general term for the economic policies supported by Ronald Reagan and other Republicans in the 1980s.  Generally, these policies favored lower tax rates and fewer government regulations as a method of encouraging investment and the growth of new businesses. 

Some writers referred to this approach as “supply side economics,” since the policies mainly dealt with the producers of goods and investors in business. 

Reaganomics tended to benefit wealthier Americans, but supporters justified the policies by explaining that “a rising tide lifts all boats.”  This meant that as business and investment grew, the growing economy would also benefit the poor by creating jobs and bigger paychecks. 

Reaganomics was a direct challenge to the widespread assumption of Democrats that the government should closely regulate businesses, and use taxes and welfare programs to spread wealth more evenly.  Reagan said such policies simply hurt business, raised tax rates, and put more people in the poverty cycle. 

While there were many critics of Reaganomics at first, the success of the economy by the mid-1980s gave the ideas new respectability. 



	entrepreneur
	An entrepreneur is an individual who starts a new business enterprise, especially one involving a new product or service.



	federal debt
	The “federal debt” is the money the country owes as a result of shortfalls or “deficits” in the nation’s budget.  When federal taxes do not raise enough money to cover the expenses of the federal government in a given year, there is a deficit.  The government borrows money to cover the deficit - sales of U.S. Savings Bonds are one method of borrowing.  Since these shortfalls or deficits have been a regular fact of government in recent decades, the borrowed money now adds up to a sizable debt. 

The debt, now in the trillions, has grown so large it is hard to even grasp the amount mentally.  Presidential candidates always make a big issue of the debt, but once in office, tend to avoid doing much about it.  Paying down the debt quickly would require either raising taxes or cutting programs, neither of which is very attractive to politicians. 



	bureaucracy
	The word “bureaucracy” refers to the offices and people that get the day- to-day work of government done.  This part of the government grew rapidly in the 1960s and 1970s as new laws and programs were created to deal with social and environmental problems. 

While the bureaucracy is a necessary part of the government, it is sometimes criticized as a kind of “permanent government” that is not as responsive as the elected offices. 



	Reagan increases military spending

	

	Star Wars Defense
	Star Wars Defense was the informal name for the “Strategic Defense Initiative” proposed by President Ronald Reagan as a defense against any missile attack launched against the U.S.  The plan called for creation of space-based weapons using lasers and other advanced technology to destroy enemy missiles shortly after they were launched. 

The proposal generated an outcry by critics who said the proposal would upset the “nuclear balance” with Russia, and possibly lead to war.  Some said it was technologically impossible.  Others, however, said it was a good idea, and would prove to Russia that America could stay ahead in weapons technology. 

Work on the system was abandoned when the Soviet Union began falling apart in the late 1980s, but there is still discussion of the concept as a way of protecting the country from “rogue” nations that acquire missiles and attempt to threaten the U.S. 



	AIDS
	AIDS is short Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome, a disease caused by the HIV virus.  The disease apparently jumped from monkeys into the human population several decades ago somewhere in Africa, then spread rapidly around the world in the 1980s.  The virus attacks the body’s biological defense system, making the infected person extremely susceptible to other diseases.  It is spread through contaminated body fluids, such as blood or semen. 

In the early 1980s, the identification of AIDS intensified the traumatic public policy debates that went on, particularly around homosexuals, though also around intravenous drug users. 



	Mikhail Gorbachev becomes president of the Soviet Union (1985)
	When Mikhail Gorbachev assumed the reins of power in the Soviet Union in 1985, no one predicted the revolution he would bring. A dedicated reformer, Gorbachev introduced the policies of glasnost and perestroika to the USSR.

Glasnost, or openness, meant a greater willingness on the part of Soviet officials to allow western ideas and goods into the USSR. Perestroika was an initiative that allowed limited market incentives to Soviet citizens.

Gorbachev hoped these changes would be enough to spark the sluggish Soviet economy. Freedom, however, is addictive. Soon, Soviet citizens were demanding even more freedoms—so much so that by 1991, the Soviet Union had collapsed. In other words, the former “union” had broken apart into 15 independent republics. (Imagine, for example, what if might be like if the United States were to break up into 50 independent countries).

While the collapse of the Soviet Union is something that we will discuss in our next lesson, you should be aware that the process began during the presidency of Ronald Reagan.



	Reagan talks tough 
	Reagan was proud of his reputation for being a fierce “anti-communist.” In speeches, he sometimes called the Soviet Union an “evil empire.” This, understandably, angered Soviet leaders.  In 1987 Reagan travelled to Berlin and openly called on President Gorbachev to “tear down this wall” [the Berlin Wall]. In response, the Soviet press accused Reagan of giving an “openly provocative, war-mongering speech.”
Reagan’s critics accused him of needlessly provoking the Soviet Union. After all, if you are trying to avoid a nuclear war with your enemy, it doesn’t make much sense to call your enemy names. But Reagan’s supporters loved him for this kind of “tough talk.” 

Later, when the Soviet Union collapsed in 1991, Republicans claimed that Reagan’s tough rhetoric (speeches) and hard-line attitude was responsible for “winning” the Cold War. (We will return to this topic in a future lesson). 

 

	Iran-Contra Scandal

(1986)
	One of the biggest scandals of Reagan’s presidency was the “Iran-Contra” Affair, which involved two sets of lies tangled into one big mess that stretched halfway around the globe. The affair involved the secret sale of missiles to Iran (one of America’s enemies) in exchange for American hostages held by Iranian-supported Lebanese terrorists. Profits from the secret arms sale were used to send a secret aid to a rebel army known as the “Contras” in Nicaragua. In 1984 Congress had cut off military aid to the Contras, who were fighting to overthrow the communist-like Sandanistas in their country. The Iran-Contra scandal, which came to light in 1986, wasn’t quite as bad as Watergate, but was definitely illegal and unconstitutional. Two members of the National Security Council were later convicted of obstructing Congress. Reagan himself was never charged.


	Nuclear Freeze Movement
	US political group, most active during the early 1980s, that advocated a bilateral freeze on nuclear weapons and their delivery systems. The idea was conceived by the American Friends Service Committee, a Quaker organization, and supported by the writings of arms control experts such as Randall Forsberg. In 1980 the American Friends Service Committee led a coalition of local and national antinuclear organizations in a nuclear weapons freeze campaign that significantly influenced US policy regarding disarmament. 

The nuclear freeze movement developed from the peace and environmental movements of the 1970s. In the late 1970s antinuclear and antimilitarist sentiment led to the formation of many grassroots organizations throughout the USA, that joined the national nuclear freeze campaign in 1980. Support for the campaign soon extended beyond its antinuclear base to include prominent politicians, citizens, and organizations. A referendum in the 1982 elections showed that 81% of those polled favored a freeze on nuclear weapons. By 1983 more than 150 national and international organizations endorsed the freeze campaign. The movement declined after Ronald Reagan was re-elected president of the USA in 1984. Although Reagan was against the nuclear freeze movement, the following year he and Mikhail Gorbachev agreed, at least in theory, to the abolition of nuclear weapons. 



	Relationship of Foreign and Domestic Policy
	In the 1960s and early 1970s, protests against the Vietnam War eventually prompted Nixon to withdraw U.S. troops from Vietnam. Likewise, in the 1980s, protests against nuclear weapons put pressure on Reagan to reduce nuclear weapons. 

Vietnam War protests and the Nuclear Freeze movement are examples of how citizens’ views can affect foreign policy. You will learn more about the relationship of foreign and domestic policy by doing today’s worksheet.



	Today’s Worksheet
	Today’s Worksheet:

· Relationship of Foreign and Domestic Policy




26.1 The Bush Sr. Years—(Do Now Reading)

In 1988 the United States elected in a new president, George H.W. Bush (the father of future president George W. Bush). Informally, some people call him George Bush Sr., in order to differentiate him from his son. The presidency of George Bush Sr. is remembered for two things: the collapse of the Soviet Union and the Persian Gulf War. 
Soon after Bush Sr. became president in 1989, Poland—a member of the Soviet bloc—elected a non-communist government. The world watched with anxious eyes, expecting Soviet tanks to roll into Poland to prevent the new government from taking power. However, Mikhail Gorbachev, the new leader of the Soviet Union, refused to act. 

Like dominoes, Eastern European communist dictatorships fell one by one. By the fall of 1989, East and West Germans were tearing down the Berlin Wall with pickaxes. Communist regimes were ousted in Hungary and Czechoslovakia. On Christmas Day, the brutal Romanian dictator Nicolae Ceausescu and his wife were summarily executed on live television. Yugoslavia threw off the yoke of communism only to dissolve quickly into a violent civil war.

Demands for freedom soon spread to the Soviet Union. The Baltic states of Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania declared independence. Talks of similar sentiments were heard in Ukraine, the Caucasus, and the Central Asian states. Here Gorbachev wished to draw the line. Self-determination for Eastern Europe was one thing, but he intended to maintain the territorial integrity of the Soviet Union. In 1991, he proposed a Union Treaty, giving greater autonomy to the Soviet republics, while keeping them under central control.

That summer, a coup by conservative hardliners took place. Gorbachev was placed under house arrest. Meanwhile, Boris Yeltsin, the leader of the Russian Soviet Republic, demanded the arrest of the hardliners. The army and the public sided with Yeltsin, and the coup failed. Though Gorbachev was freed, he was left with little legitimacy.

Nationalist leaders like Yeltsin were far more popular than he could hope to become. In December 1991, Ukraine, Belarus, and Russia itself declared independence and the Soviet Union was dissolved. Gorbachev was a president without a country. 

*


*


*

For today’s Do Now, imagine what it might be like if the United States “collapsed.” That is, imagine what it might be like if each of our fifty states declared independence from the “United” States, and now, in place of the United States, there are fifty new (and fully independent) countries in North America. And that, of course, would leave Barack Obama “a president without a country”.
How do you think Americans would feel? How do you think citizens of the Soviet Union might feel upon hearing this momentous news? 

26.1 The Bush Sr. Years—(Do Now)

Year: __________________

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


26.1 The Bush Sr. Years—(Lesson)

	Introduction
	

	Standards
	Today’s lesson addresses the following standards: 
· 11.9.5 Analyze the role of the Reagan administration and other factors in the victory of the West in the Cold War.

· Describe U.S. Middle East policy and its strategic, political, and economic interests, including those related to the Gulf War. 



	George H.W. Bush
(1989 – 1993)
	George H.W. Bush was the president elected in 1988 who rose to the top job after serving as vice-president under Ronald Reagan.  He served one term. 

Bush is best known for his leadership during Operation Desert Storm, the military strike to free Kuwait.  That small but oil-rich nation in the Middle East was attacked and occupied by Iraq in 1990.  Bush assembled a coalition of 25 nations committed to help restore freedom.  His popularity ratings soared as Iraqi forces were quickly pushed out of Kuwait. 

The Republican president stumbled on the issue of taxes and the national debt, however.  After a pledge of “no new taxes,” he agreed to a compromise with Democrats in Congress to raise some new taxes to avoid creating even greater federal debts.  But his switch of position cost him some credibility with voters.  A downturn in the economy also helped bring victory to the Democratic challenger, Bill Clinton, in 1992.


	Germans tear down the Berlin Wall

(1989)


	The Berlin Wall had long been the most prominent symbol of the Cold War. When Germans tore it down in 1989, the world watched in awe. Was the Cold War really over? 

	Collapse of the Soviet Union

(1991)
	In 1985, a new and younger leader, Mikhail Gorbachev, came to power in the Soviet Union. He believed that progress in his huge nation depended on making fundamental changes to the Soviet system. Communism sounded great in theory, but it wasn't working very well in practice because people had little incentive to work hard or improve their products. Gorbachev called for a more open, democratic government and economic reforms that looked a lot like capitalism. He also signed treaties with the U.S. limiting nuclear weapons, and he surprised the world by giving up Soviet control over the satellite countries of Eastern Europe.

In a wave of rebellion, most countries of Eastern Europe threw off their communist governments in 1989, and the Berlin Wall was joyously smashed to pieces. Back in the Soviet Union, forces unleashed by Gorbachev's reforms were spinning out of his control: regions of the Soviet Union itself were breaking away and setting up independent republics. In 1991, the Soviet Union ceased to exist, replaced by 15 new capitalist nations, the largest of which is Russia. Life got worse for many, and several of the republics are still struggling to develop working democracies and healthy economies. The collapse of the Soviet Union meant the Cold War was over, and there was only one remaining superpower, the United States.



	Persian Gulf War 

(Desert Storm)
	Desert Storm was the 1991 action led by the U.S. to free Kuwait from occupation by Iraq.  It is also called the Persian Gulf War. 

Iraq, under the leadership of Saddam Hussein, had been aggressively seeking to expand its power in the Middle East for many years.  Hussein himself was a dictator who ruled through a combination of brutality and assassination.  In taking Kuwait, he gambled that the U.S. would not want to risk a war. 

President George Bush, however, reacted swiftly to the Iraq invasion.  He pulled more than two dozen other nations into the effort to free Kuwait.  In January of 1990, air strikes began against Iraq, and a month later, a ground assault was launched.  In a matter of a few days, the Iraqi forces were fleeing Kuwait.  As they left, they set many of the area’s oil wells on fire, creating a monumental firefighting task. 

While Kuwait was free, Saddam Hussein remained in Iraq, and remained a source of trouble in the region.

       *        *        *

Operation Desert Storm was the attack phase of the Persian Gulf War fought against Iraq in 1991. The Gulf War was fought against Iraq by a coalition, or a group of nations, led by the United States. It was a brief war in which America’s military strength was overpowering. The attack against Iraq opened with fierce bombing and ended six weeks later with a hundred-hour ground war that drove Iraqi forces from Kuwait. The American-led coalition stopped short of invading Iraq and trying to overthrow its dictator, Saddam Hussein. But the great success with relatively few American losses made President George H.W. Bush very popular. For the first time since the terrible losses in Vietnam, many Americans felt confident about the American military once again. With the cooperation of so many other countries in the coalition, President Bush also felt hopeful that there would be now be a “New World Order.”

Part of his optimism about a world that worked more cooperatively came from another great change at that time. The long Cold War between America and the Soviet Union was over. After decades of repressive rule, communism had collapsed in many European countries in 1989 and 1990. The greatest symbol of the Cold War, the Berlin Wall, which divided communist East Berlin from democratic West Berlin, had been demolished in 1989. Communist East and democratic West Germany had been reunited. For a time it seemed that countries that were once enemies, including the United States and Russia, could join together, as they did to defeat Saddam Hussein, and create a new era of international peace.



	The Collapse of the Soviet Union (1991)
	In the 1980s, the conflict died out as Russian leaders faced up to the reality that communism was failing as an economic system.  By the end of the decade, it was collapsing as a political system. In the early 1990s, a large number of European countries, including Russia, threw off their communist governments in disgust over the general failure of the system to deliver on its promises. The Cold War was over.

	Who gets the credit for “winning” the Cold War?
	When the Soviet Union collapsed in 1991, Americans were pleasantly shocked, but shocked nonetheless. No one had anticipated this extraordinary turn of events. 

Republicans were quick to claim credit for winning the Cold War. They believed the military spending policies of the Reagan-Bush years forced the Soviets to the brink of economic collapse. In other words, they claimed that Reagan, by spending a lot of money on the U.S. military, had forced the Soviet Union to try to match us in military spending—and thus forced the Soviet Union to go broke. Republicans also loved to remind Americans about how tough and uncompromising Reagan had been in his rhetoric against the Soviet Union. 

Democrats argued that containment of communism was a bipartisan policy for 45 years begun by the Democrat Harry Truman. 
Others pointed out that no one really won the Cold War. The United States spent trillions of dollars arming itself for a direct confrontation with the Soviet Union that fortunately never came. Regardless, thousands of American lives were lost waging proxy wars in Korea and Vietnam.

Most Americans found it difficult to get used to the idea of no Cold War. Since 1945, Americans were born into a Cold War culture that featured McCarthyist witchhunts, backyard bomb shelters, a space race, a missile crisis, détente, the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan, and the Star Wars defense proposal. Now the enemy was beaten, but the world remained unsafe. In many ways, facing one superpower was simpler than challenging dozens of rogue states and renegade groups sponsoring global terrorism.



	The threat of Islamist terrorism replaces the threat of communism
	For 45 years, the number one threat to the United States had been “communism.” Now that communism had been defeated, would the United States enter a new era of peace and prosperity? Would we finally be able to stop spending so much money on our military, and instead spend money on schools, hospitals, and roads?

It seems not. With surprising quickness, a new enemy emerged: “terrorism” perpetrated by Islamist terrorists. This is not to suggest that terrorism is not a real problem. However, it should be pointed out that America’s huge military establishment needs a good reason to exits. It needs to be able to justify the half-trillion dollars it receives every year. There are millions of people whose jobs depend on the fact (or belief) that the U.S. has a scary “enemy.” 

In any case, within ten years, the costly Cold War had been replaced by an equally costly “War on Terror.”



	Rodney King
	The Rodney King case was a legal case in which a black man beaten by police in Los Angeles during an arrest won millions of dollars in an out-of-court settlement. 

Rodney King was stopped by police in 1991after a high-speed chase.  King attacked the police officers, and was subdued only after a fierce struggle.  But a videotape made by a bystander showed that he was struck a number of times after he was finally forced to the ground.

A deadly riot erupted in Los Angeles after a jury cleared the police of wrong-doing in the incident.  The federal government later brought new charges against the police officers for allegedly violating King’s civil rights.  Some of the new charges were upheld.  The case was a sign that issues of race and justice were still serious flash points in American society. 



	Today’s Worksheet
	Today’s Worksheet:

· End of the Cold War




26.2 The Clinton Years—(Do Now Reading)

In 1992, America elected a new president, William (Bill) Clinton. 

President Clinton was charismatic, hardworking, and uncommonly smart. The boy from small-town Arkansas could read before he was three and is the only president to have been a Rhodes Scholar at Oxford University in England. As president, Clinton balanced the budget and presided over a roaring economy with low unemployment. He established freer trade with Canada and Mexico with the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) in 1993 and signed the Brady Bill for handgun control.

Clinton ran into trouble when the public found out he was having a relationship with a young White House intern named Monica Lewinsky. When questioned, Clinton denied the relationship, lying to the nation and to members of his administration. For these lies, Clinton was impeached by the House of Representatives in 1998. To impeach a president means to accuse the president of crime while in office. Impeachment means the president will be removed from office if found guilty. (Basically, he will be fired). However, the Senate did not find Clinton guilty of the “high crimes and misdemeanors” needed to remove a president from office.

Clinton did things that most people considered immoral. He also lied in a court case, which is usually considered a crime. But those things were finally not considered serious enough offenses by the Senate, though he did lose some privileges as a lawyer, his profession before he entered politics. How will history judge President Clinton? Will he be remembered as the leader of America during a time of peace and prosperity? Or as the second president to be impeached? (Andrew Johnson was the first). It’s probably too soon to say.

26.2 The Clinton Years—(Do Now)

Year: __________________

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


26.2 The Clinton Years—(Lesson)

	Introduction
	

	Standards
	Today’s lesson addresses the following standards: 
· 11.11.6 Analyze the persistence of poverty and how different analyses of this issue influence welfare reform, health insurance reform, and other social policies.



	Bill Clinton
(1993-2001)
	Bill Clinton was the Democratic president elected in 1992 who called for a “redesign” of government, then became involved in a scandalous affair that nearly cost him the White House in his second term. 


Clinton came of age during the 1960s, and was inspired by the idealism of that era.  He spoke of himself as a “New Democrat.”  By that, he meant that he embraced the traditional Democratic concern for the underprivileged, but was also aware that the government could not solve every problem by itself. 


 The mix was not always easy to maintain.  He joined the call for welfare reform long supported by Republicans, for example, but resisted supporting real change until it was nearly forced upon him by Congress. 


In his second term, news surfaced that the president had engaged in a relationship with a young woman working at the White House, Monica Lewinsky.  Clinton denied the allegations, as he had other claims of a similar nature that had surfaced before.  When the truth of the charges became clear, Republicans in Congress attempted to remove his from office.  The attempt failed, but left Clinton’s credibility badly shaken.


	Welfare Reform
	The welfare reform movement was the movement that successfully sought during the 1990s to change welfare laws and place time limits and work requirements on welfare recipients. 

The push for welfare reform came primarily from conservatives in the Republican party.  They argued that decades of expanded welfare programs were creating a permanent welfare class with little interest in escaping poverty. 

The reforms enacted in the mid-1990s allowed states to set time limits for people receiving welfare, as well as work or job training requirements.  The strong economy of the decade helped make the programs more successful than some critics had expected. 



	Hillary Clinton attempts health care reform
	Especially controversial was a plan he and his wife, Hillary, supported to create a national health care system.  Old-line Democrats had long sought such a system, in which the government would manage or provide most health care.  But many critics pointed to the serious problems government run health systems were having in other countries, such as England.  In the end, the proposal was not supported by Congress, and died.


	Monica Lewinsky scandal
	The Monica Lewinsky scandal was a scandal created when allegations surfaced in 1998 that President Bill Clinton had a relationship with a young woman working in the White House as an intern.  The incident also involved false statements to a court by the president in a lawsuit brought by another woman against Clinton. 

When the truth came to light, Republicans in Congress attempted to remove him from office for perjury (making false statements in court).  The effort failed, however, in the Senate trial. 


The incident caused wide divisions in public opinion.  Many condemned Clinton’s behavior as a disgrace, while others shrugged it off as nobody’s business.  In the end, the details were such an embarrassment that most Americans were glad simply to have the issue fade away. 



	Columbine Massacre (1999)
	The 1990s witnessed several violent outbursts which have led some people to call it an “age of rage.” 
There was even violence in the schools. In the late 1990s thousands of students were expelled for bringing guns or other firearms to public schools. Some students who were not caught went on rampages, killing and wounding students and teachers. The worst of these occurred at Columbine High School in Littleton, Colorado, in 1999. Two boys killed twelve students and a teacher before shooting themselves. Some people blamed school violence on the media—violent video games, movies, television shows, and music—and other blamed parents who were out of touch with their children.



	Today’s Worksheet
	Today’s Worksheet:
· Poverty and Government Policy


26.3 World Powers after World War II—(Do Now Reading)

There is a fascinating video that has circulated widely on the web; it is called “Shift Happens.” The video includes the following riddle: 

Name this country . . . 

· richest in the world

· largest military

· center of world business and finance

· strongest education system

· world center of innovation and invention

· currency the world standard of value

· highest standard of living

The answer? England . . . in 1900.

It’s a trick question: Most people answer the United States, because, right now, the United States is arguably the richest and most powerful country on the planet. The point of the riddle is to remind us that a lot can change in a hundred years. 

In 1900, England was the world’s biggest superpower, but a hundred years later the United States had clearly won that title. In fact, the 20th century has been called “The American Century” because, by the year 2000, the United States was the only remaining superpower in the world. However, just because the United States is a superpower now, does not mean that it will remain a superpower forever. Indeed, that is the main point of the video Shift Happens. The video predicts that the United States will soon lose its dominant position to China. 

At the end of this lesson, we will watch the video “Shift Happens,” and hopefully we will have time to discuss why China may soon replace the United States as the world’s most powerful country. But first, let us try to understand what happened in the last century—how the United States came to replace England as the world’s greatest superpower. That is the topic of today’s lesson (and today’s worksheet). 

For today’s Do Now, make of list of the things which you think might cause a country to gain or lose power.   

26.3 World Powers after World War II—(Do Now)

Year: __________________

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


26.3 World Powers after World War II—(Lesson)

	Introduction
	Today’s lesson traces some of the developments in world affairs which caused Great Britain to decline as a world power in the 20th century, while the role of the United States steadily expanded.


	Standards
	Today’s lesson addresses the following standards: 
· 11.4.6 Trace the declining role of Great Britain and the expanding role of the United States in world affairs after World War II.



	Note to Teacher
	My intention for this lesson is to start off by discussing (and completing) the worksheet called World Powers After World War II. (The outline below comes from the worksheet). Following the worksheet, I plan to show the presentation Shift Happens (a PowerPoint file found in the locker) and then lead a discussion about the rise (and possibly imminent fall) of the American empire, as well as the rise of China. 


	The Decline of Great Britain
	· Great Damage from World War II.
· Economy needed to rebuild.

· Unable to manage empire that stretched around the world.

· Although it wanted to contain Russian influence after World War II, it was unable to continue to aid countries like Turkey and Greece—and therefore it asked the United States to take over. 

· British colonies sought and won independence, including India and African nations.

· Economy remained slow in decades after World War II.

· Allowed the United States to take leadership role in world affairs.

· Despite its “decline,” Britain remains a strong member of the United Nations and NATO.

· Britain joined the European Union in 1973 to strengthen economic cooperation in Europe. 



	The Rise of the United States
	· little damage from World War II
· by the end of World War II, the U.S. had the strongest economy in the world

· able to respond to crises and threats around the world

· quickly took leadership through Truman Doctrine (to help countries resist communism)

· Leader of Berlin airlift so that West Berlin could remain noncommunist (Russia blocked off roads to Berlin to prevent supplies from reaching the western sector.)

· Engaged in the Cold War to try to prevent USSR and Chinese communist expansion around the world; arms race resulted in nuclear missiles and huge military buildup.

· Fought in Korea and Vietnam to try to prevent communist control there; Korea remains divided, and Vietnam is a communist country.

· Deeply involved in Middle East in support of Israel and certain other countries at different times.

· After fall of communism in USSR and Eastern Europe, promoted trade with new democracies

· Currently the largest economy and military force in the word.



	Today’s Worksheet
	Today’s worksheet:

· World Powers After World War II


27.1 The United States and Mexico—(Do Now Reading)

The United States and Mexico share almost 2,000 miles of border. Relations between the two countries have generally been friendly, despite occasional conflicts. Both sides often hold negative stereotypes of each other. And even today, many Mexicans have not forgotten—nor forgiven—the fact that we stole one-half of Mexico’s territory in the mid-1800s. 

· Mexico depends on the United States because we buy so many of its products. We are Mexico’s principal trading partner.

· The U.S. depends on Mexico for its oil. Mexico has the largest oil deposits in Latin America. 

Relations between the countries often have been characterized by conflict. Analysts attribute much of the antagonism to the great disparities in wealth between the two countries.
The most important bilateral issues in the 1990s are drugs, trade, and illegal immigration into the United States. Drug trafficking is a pressing issue for both Mexico, as a producer and point of entry of the drug trade from South America into the United States drug market, and the United States, as a major consumer. Mexico insists that the trafficking of drugs would not exist without the enormous and growing market in the United States, thus placing responsibility on its northern neighbor. 

Trade between the two nations remains an important issue. A trade and environmental agreement signed in late 1989 paved the way for an expansion of bilateral trade and investment with the United States. In 1990 Mexico began negotiations over NAFTA with the United States and Canada. The main objective of NAFTA was to remove all trade barriers and investment obstacles among the three countries over a fifteen-year period. Negotiations concluded in 1992, and NAFTA was approved in 1993. The agreement was activated on January 1, 1994, creating the world's richest and largest trading bloc, consisting of 360 million consumers in a US$6.6 trillion market.

A third pressing issue between the two countries continues to be illegal immigration of Mexicans into the United States. By the mid-1990s, this issue occupied center stage in United States-Mexican relations. Since the 1960s, the number of Mexican illegal immigrants into the United States has soared to an average of 300,000 to 500,000 per year. These groups are concentrated in the southwestern states of the United States, especially California. Although NAFTA may help to decrease this trend in the long run, the presence of a large number of illegal residents in the United States--many of whom benefit from local and federal programs--triggered a legislative proposal in 1995 in the state of California to deprive these groups of any United States government support. In particular, legislation in the state of California has revived anti-United States feelings among Mexicans.

27.1 The United States and Mexico—(Do Now)

Year: __________________

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


27.1 The United States and Mexico—(Lesson)

	Introduction
	

	Standards
	Today’s lesson addresses the following standards: 
· 11.9.7 Examine relations between the United States and Mexico in the twentieth century, including key economic, political, immigration, and environmental issues. 

· 11.8.2 Describe the significance of Mexican immigration and its relationship to the agricultural economy, especially in California. 



	Note to teacher
	For today’s lesson, please follow the outlines of the two STAR worksheets that students will complete today.



	Today’s Worksheet
	Today you will do two worksheets:

· The United States and Mexico

· Mexican Immigration




27.2 The Persistence of Poverty—(Do Now Reading)

27.2 The Persistence of Poverty—(Do Now)
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27.2 The Persistence of Poverty—(Lesson)

	Introduction
	

	Standards
	Today’s lesson addresses the following standards: 
· 11.8.4 Analyze new federal government spending on defense, welfare, interest on the national debt, and federal and state spending on education, including the California Master Plan. 

· 11.11.6 Analyze the persistence of poverty and how different analyses of this issue influence welfare reform, health insurance reform, and other social policies. 



	Note to teacher
	Today’s lesson is based around two worksheets. Please follow the outline of the worksheets.

My intention was for the focus of this lesson to be a review of some of the differences between Democrats and Republicans regarding their spending priorities. For example, students should be able to recognize that programs like Johnson’s Great Society are typical of a Democratic approach to the problem of poverty, while Welfare Reform (ironically, under Clinton) are more typical of a Republican approach. 

Another focus of this lesson could be the problem of defense spending. For example, I plan to talk about how politically difficult it is for politicians of either party to propose cuts in military spending and the closure of military bases. I also plan to discuss the Republican Party’s reputation for being “tough on defense.” In such a discussion, I would probably talk about increased military spending during the Reagan years, and the fact that military personnel tend to vote Republican, but I would also question whether increases in military spending actually make us safer. 

These are just some ideas to help you fill out the lesson. 



	Today’s Worksheet
	Today you will do two worksheets:

· Review: Poverty and Government Policy 
· Postwar Changes in Government Spending



27.3 The Environmental Movement—(Do Now Reading)

27.3 The Environmental Movement—(Do Now)
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27.3 The Environmental Movement—(Lesson)

	Introduction
	This issue may be the biggest. If humans destroy the earth's environment, nothing else matters much. Our environment is a complex system of interactions between the atmosphere, weather, chemical compounds, and human activity. Humans appear to be altering this balance through overpopulation and pollution.


	Standards
	Today’s lesson addresses the following standards: 
· 11.11.5 Trace the impact of, need for, and controversies associated with environmental conservation, expansion of the national park system, and the development of environmental protection laws, with particular attention to the interaction between environmental protection advocates and property rights advocates. 

· 11.8.6 Discuss the diverse environmental regions of North America, their relationship to local economies, and the origins and prospects of environmental problems in those regions. 



	Note to teacher
	This lesson is largely a review, a bringing together of names and terms related to the environment. After discussing the entries below, I plan to round out the lesson by following the outline on the two worksheets that go along with this lesson.  


	conservation
	“Conservation” refers to the effort to preserve and protect wildlife and natural resources from destruction or erosion.  The movement dates back at least to 1872, when the nation’s first national park, Yellowstone, was created.  Theodore Roosevelt is famous for promoting public interest in conservation, and tripled the number of acres of land set aside for national forests.  In modern times, the term “environmental” has almost replaced “conservation” in the language. 



	Silent Spring
(1962)
	Since the 1940s, farmers had been using chemical pesticides to kill crop-eating insects. Some of these pesticides, such as DDT, do not decompose very easily, and thus they find their way into the food chain. In other words, the pesticide might first be ingested by insects, but then birds eat the poisoned insects, causing the birds to die too. By the 1960s, some areas were experiencing “Silent Springs” (a spring without birds). 

Rachel Carson was a biologist and author who became alarmed by this problem. In 1962, her book Silent Spring drew national attention to the problem of pesticides in our farmlands, rivers, and foods. The book is credited with launching the modern environmental movement. We will learn more about the environmental movement in a future lesson. 



	“Earthrise” 
(1968)
	In 1968, astronauts on the Apollo 8 mission captured the first image of the earth from outer space. This famous photo, called “Earthrise,” is widely credited with helping to start the modern environmental movement. 

Something unexpected happened when humans left the Earth and got their first good look at their home planet. It was a stunning sight! In contrast to all the dead, lifeless worlds visible in the heavens, Earth was a lovely blue sphere floating in space with white clouds swirling over pinkish continents. In all the dark, lonely, vastness of space, we could see only one water-covered world teeming with life. We realized how unusual and precious our planet is. This new view of Earth might represent the most profound shift in human perspective since the great voyages of discovery, and it came at a time when that beautiful blue sphere was being threatened with nuclear and environmental destruction by one of its own species.


	Environmental Protection Agency
(1970)
	The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is a federal agency created in 1970, with wide powers to regulate pesticides, toxic chemicals, sewage treatment plants, and other sources of pollution.  Concern about the environment had been growing rapidly since the publication of Rachel Carson’s book, Silent Spring, in 1962.  The book warned of the dangers to the natural world of many chemicals used in industry and agriculture. 



	First “Earth Day” (1970)
	

	Three Mile Island accident

(1979)
	The Three Mile Island accident was a famous accident at a nuclear powered electricity generating station in Pennsylvania that occurred in 1979.  It resulted in a virtual end to the building of new nuclear power plants in the U.S.  Three Mile Island is in the Susquehanna River, not far from Harrisburg.  Nuclear power plants are often located near rivers because they need large amounts of water for cooling. 

The accident was created by a stuck pressure relief valve.  Instruments in the control room apparently did not give accurate information to the operators, and some of the uranium fuel rods overheated.  As a result, steam and a small quantity of radioactive particles were released. 

The incident created great fears, and a fierce debate about how close the reactor had come to what is called a “melt-down.”  Had such an event occurred, hundreds of square miles would have become uninhabitable. 



	Global Warming
	Most scientists agree that human activity is contributing to global warming, which is changing the earth's environment, melting polar ice, raising ocean levels, and causing the extinction of many of earth’s species.

Although the United States is one of the world’s largest polluters, the U.S. is the only industrial nation not to approve the Kyoto Agreement to limit the production of greenhouse gasses.  These are pollutants such as carbon dioxide from cars and power plants that collect in the atmosphere where they can trap the sun’s heat like the glass of a greenhouse.  U.S. leaders were concerned that limiting greenhouse gasses could hurt American businesses, but others said America could help both the planet and the U.S. economy by developing new technologies and building new industries to reduce global warming.


	Today’s Worksheet
	Today you will do two worksheets:

· The Environmental Movement

· Environmental Regions of North America




28.1 Civil Rights in the Courts—(Do Now Reading)

28.1 Civil Rights in the Courts—(Do Now)
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28.1 Civil Rights in the Courts—(Lesson)

	Introduction
	Today’s lesson is mostly a review of famous court cases in the struggle for equality and civil rights


	Standards
	Today’s lesson addresses the following standards: 
· 11.10.2 Examine and analyze the key events, policies, and court cases in the evolution of civil rights, including Dred Scott v. Sandford, Plessy v. Ferguson, Brown v. Board of Education, Regents of the University of California v. Bakke, and California Proposition 209. 



	Note to teacher
	This lesson is mostly a review of famous civil rights cases. The only “new” thing in this lesson is California Proposition 209, which could lead to further discussion about affirmative action.
I may also include in this lesson a review of a previous worksheet, Lawyers Challenge Segregation in Higher Education. 



	Dred Scott v. Sandford 
(1857)


	The Dred Scott Decision was a Supreme Court decision in 1857 which declared that slavery was legal in all the territories.  The decision helped push the country toward Civil War, because it undercut previous efforts to maintain a political balance between “free” territories and “slave” territories.  (The decision did say that states could exclude slavery, but the question of slavery in the territories was a key political issue at the time.) 

The case was brought after Dred Scott, a slave in Missouri, was taken by his master to the Wisconsin Territory, which was free territory under the Missouri Compromise.  Later, the slave and master returned to Missouri, which was a slave state. 

With the help of lawyers in the abolition movement, Scott sued in 1846 to win his freedom, with the argument that living in a free territory made him a free man. 

The case moved up through the Missouri court system, then to the Supreme Court.  The decision was devastating to opponents of slavery.  It held that Scott was not entitled to his freedom.  It also declared that Congress had no power to prohibit slavery in the territories, because doing so would deprive citizens of their right to own property.  The decision thus overturned the Missouri Compromise of 1820. 

Anger in northern states over the decision helped boost the new Republican Party, which strongly opposed the spread of slavery.  Abraham Lincoln was that party’s candidate in the election of 1860. 



	Civil War / Reconstruction

Amendments
	· 13th Amendment abolished slavery

· 14th Amendment granted citizenship to slaves, thus granting them, at least in theory, equal protection under the law. In effect, the 14th amendment overturned the Dred Scott decision. 


	Plessy v. Ferguson (1896)
	In 1896 the Supreme Court reinforced Jim Crow laws in a case called Plessy v. Ferguson. Homer Plessy, who was only one-eight black and therefore looked white, wanted to show how foolish racial categories were. To test the idea that separate facilities could still be equal, Plessy sat in the white section of a railroad car. He was promptly arrested and jailed. Though he and his lawyers said “separate but equal” was unconstitutional, all the courts, right on up to the Supreme Court, disagreed. The verdict in Plessy v. Ferguson set the stage for legal discrimination.


	Brown v. Board of Education
	Brown v. Board of Education was the Supreme Court decision in 1954 that declared segregation of public schools unconstitutional.  The case was brought by the father of a girl in Topeka, Kansas.  The child had to attend a segregated black school instead of an all-white school that was much closer to her house.  Her case was argued by Thurgood Marshall, who later became the first black Supreme Court justice. 

The Brown decision overturned the Court’s earlier ruling in Plessy v. Ferguson (1896), which held that “separate but equal” public facilities were constitutional.  In later cases in the years after the Brown decision, the Court extended its logic to an almost total ban segregation.


	Affirmative Action
	Affirmative action is the practice of actively seeking to increase the number of racial minorities in a work place or school.  Such measures may include extra efforts to recruit more applicants, or may include actual quotas for hiring.  Supporters say these policies are needed to overcome the patterns of employment and education created when minorities were excluded from many jobs and schools.  Critics say some affirmative action policies are unfair, and amount to “reverse discrimination” against whites. 



	Regents of the University of California v Bakke (1978
	The Supreme Court decision in Regents v. Bakke (1978) was a major blow against affirmative action programs in the United States. 

Allan Bakke, a white male, applied to University of California, Davis School of Medicine in 1973 and 1974, but was rejected in both years, although “special applicants” were admitted with significantly lower academic scores than Bakke's. These special applicants were admitted under provisions either for members of a “minority groups” (such as Blacks or Hispanics), or as “economically and/or educationally disadvantaged”—but although many disadvantaged Caucasians had applied under this second provision, none had been successful. In 1974, in particular, the special admissions committee explicitly stated they would consider only candidates who were from explicitly designated minority groups.

After his second rejection, Bakke filed an action in state court for mandatory, injunctive, and declaratory relief to compel his admission to Davis, alleging that the special admissions program operated to exclude him on the basis of his race in violation of the Equal Protection Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment.

UC Davis Medical School counter-claimed for a declaration that its special admissions program was lawful.

The Supreme Court sided with Bakke, agreeing with him that Affirmative Action (as practiced by the university) was unconstitutional. The decision was a major blow against affirmative action programs throughout the United States.

	California Proposition 209

(1996)
	In 1996, California voters passed California Proposition 209, ending state-controlled affirmative action programs. Minority enrollments in California universities dropped.

For discussion: 

· Due to California Proposition 209, it is harder for African-American students today to be accepted at California Universities. Is this fair? Should African-American and other minority students be judged against each other, or should there be only one measuring stick for all races? 
· While minority enrollments in California universities have dropped, graduation rates for minority students have increased. In other words, it seems that now universities are making it tougher for minorities to get in, but those who do get in are better prepared for college-level work, and thus less likely to drop out. 


	Review: Lawyers Challenge Segregation in Higher Education
	You already know about the historic Brown v. Board decision that ended segregation in public schools. Unfortunately for you, the state of California also expects you to know about some less-famous cases which preceded Brown v. Board—in other words, cases which “paved the way” for Brown v. Board. These cases are sometimes called the “graduate schools” cases, since they focused on black college students who were trying to get advanced degrees from state colleges. 

The “graduate schools” cases are the subject of today’s worksheet. Read the information below, then complete the worksheet.

*          *          *

The Supreme Court decision in Plessy v. Ferguson (1896) gave segregation a solid legal foundation. No major challenge was mounted against it for many years. The National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), the leading civil rights organization, concentrated on other battles, such as campaigning against lynching and trying to ensure fair trials for criminal defendants. 

In the 1930s, however, the NAACP began challenging legal segregation. Led initially by Charles Houston and later by Thurgood Marshall, NAACP attorneys started the legal battle by focusing on graduate and professional school education. They believed that winning legal battles for integration at this level would be easiest for several reasons: 

· First, it made sense to concentrate on public (state supported) institutions, rather than privately owned institutions, since the 14th Amendment forbids the government from discriminating based on race, but says nothing about whether private individuals are allowed to discriminate.

· Second, most African Americans in the South had little access to graduate education, so this approach would show that there were no “separate but equal’ opportunities available to them. 

By forcing universities to accept black students, the NAACP hoped to create the legal basis for a broader attack on racial segregation at all levels. The efforts of the NAACP represent one of the greatest legal strategies in American history. Many of these courageous lawyers risked their personal safety when they traveled through the South, often meeting hostility from police and other whites. 

The success of the NAACP’s strategy led to the historic Supreme Court decision Brown v. Board of Education (1954) which finally did end segregation in all public schools.



	Today’s Worksheet
	Today’s Worksheets:

· Civil Rights in the Courts

· Review: Lawyers Challenge Segregation in the Courts




28.2 The Cold War and Containment of Communism—(Do Now Reading)

By fighting two terrible wars in the first half of the 20th Century, the great powers of Europe ended their own dominance of the modern world. At the end of the Second World War, two new “superpowers” emerged as the world's strongest nations: the capitalist United States and the communist Soviet Union.

The Soviets angered and frightened the West when they took control of eight Eastern European countries on the Soviet border with Europe. The Soviets wanted a protective barrier in case another Western nation invaded Russia as Hitler had done in the 20th Century and Napoleon had done in the 19th. The Soviet Union and its “satellites” came to be known as the Eastern bloc or the Soviet bloc.

The U. S. responded to the Soviet takeover of Eastern Europe with the Marshall Plan, a program that sent billions of dollars in American aid to Western Europe to rebuild economies crippled by war and to strengthen them against communism. This was the beginning of an intense 45-year struggle between the Western capitalist democracies and the totalitarian states of the communist Soviet bloc. It was called the Cold War because the conflict did not turn into a hot, shooting war between the superpowers.
By 1949, communists were in control Soviet Union, China, and Eastern Europe. More people were living under communism than capitalism. The West was genuinely afraid of communist world domination and the downfall of capitalism and democracy. Western leaders feared that if another country fell to communism, more might topple like a row of dominoes: this was the “domino theory.” The U.S. set out to do everything in its power to stop the further spread of communism, a policy called containment.

Although the United States and the Soviet Union never fought each other directly, they supported opposing sides in armed conflicts around the world. Local wars like Korea and Vietnam turned into substitutes, or “proxies,” for the superpower death-struggle between communism and capitalism. The U.S. backed anti-communist forces everywhere, even dictatorships that overthrew democratically elected governments. Critics of U.S. policy accused America of betraying its democratic principles, but defenders of U.S. foreign policy argued that communism was so evil it had to be opposed by all means possible.

28.2 The Cold War and Containment of Communism—(Do Now)
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28.2 The Cold War and Containment of Communism—(Lesson)

	Introduction
	Today’s lesson is a review of the Cold War and the policy of containment. 


	Standards
	Today’s worksheet addresses the following standards: 
· 11.9.3 Trace the origins and geopolitical consequences (foreign and domestic) of the Cold War and containment policy, including the era of McCarthyism, instances of domestic Communism (e.g., Alger Hiss) and blacklisting, the Truman Doctrine, the Berlin Blockade, the Korean War, the Bay of Pigs invasion and the Cuban Missile Crisis, atomic testing in the American West, the “mutual assured destruction” doctrine, and disarmament policies, the Vietnam War, and Latin American policy.



	Note to teacher
	The outline below comes straight from the star worksheet that accompanies this lesson.



	Origins of the Cold War 
	The United States and Soviet Union emerged as dominant after World War II. The Soviets declared that communism and capitalism were incompatible. 


	Containment
	Faced with Soviet aggression, the United States articulated the policy of containment in 1946. Economic and military measures were necessary to prevent the spread of communism to other countries.


	Nuclear Arms Race
	Both superpowers engaged in a nuclear arms race. The United States threatened to use any means, including nuclear weapons, to halt communist aggressors. A doctrine of Mutually Assured Destruction (MAD) kept both countries on the brink of nuclear war.


	Truman Doctrine (1947)
	The Truman Doctrine (1947) said the United States would provide aid to countries that were trying to resist communism.


	Berlin Blockade
(1948)
	In response to the Berlin Blockade by the Soviets, the United States and Great Britain air-lifted supplies into West Berlin and kept the Soviets from taking over the entire city.


	Korean War

(1951-1953)
	In the Korean War (1951–1953), communist North Korea invaded the democratic South. U.S. and UN troops contained the communist threat.



	McCarthyism
	The Korean War increased fear of communist activity at home and abroad. Republican Senator Joseph McCarthy made unsupported accusations against members of government. This practice was known as McCarthyism. The lives of many innocent people were ruined.



	Bay of Pigs Invasion (1961)
	In Cuba, communist dictator Fidel Castro received aid from the USSR. In 1961, President Kennedy approved CIA support for an invasion of Cuba at the Bay of Pigs by Cuban exiles. The invasion was a failure and hurt American prestige.



	Cuban Missile Crisis (1962)
	In 1962, the Cuban Missile Crisis took the two superpowers to the brink of nuclear war for six days. The crisis was averted when both sides made concessions.



	Vietnam War

(1954-1973)
	In 1954, President Eisenhower articulated the domino theory—the belief that if one country in Southeast Asia fell to communism, all would fall. American involvement in the region grew into the Vietnam War. In spite of almost 20 years of guerilla war, the United States was unable to stop the spread of communism. The war sharply divided American opinion.



	atomic weapons testing
	Atomic weapons testing in western states such as Nevada harmed the environment. In 1963, the United States and the Soviet Union agreed to a Limited Nuclear Test Ban Treaty that barred nuclear testing in the atmosphere.



	Containment in Latin America
	The policy of containment also affected Latin American policy. The united States used the CIA to support anticommunist groups in many countries. Many of the U.S.-supported regimes were undemocratic and used brutal tactics to remain in power.



	Today’s Worksheet
	Today’s Worksheet:

· The Cold War and the Containment of Communism




28.3 U.S. Policy in the Middle East—(Do Now Reading)
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28.3 U.S. Policy in the Middle East—(Lesson)

	Introduction
	Today’s lesson is a review of U.S. Policy in the Middle East.


	Standards
	Today’s worksheet addresses the following standards: 
· 11.9.6 Describe U.S. Middle East policy and its strategic, political, and economic interests, including those related to the Gulf War. 



	Note to teacher
	The outline below comes straight from the star worksheet.

	End of World War II
	The United States became the dominant power in the region as former European colonies became independent after World War II.


	Creation of Israel
(1948)
	The United States, along with Great Britain, the USSR, and the UN, supported the establishment of Israel as a Jewish state in 1948. Support for Israel, including weapons and economic aid, has embroiled the United States in conflicts between Israel and its neighbors. The United States has served as a mediator at times with varying degrees of success. The most important agreement was the Camp David Accords in 1978, which led to a treaty between Israel and Egypt.


	Iran Coup (1953)
	

	Suez Crisis

(1956)
	

	Eisenhower Doctrine
	President Eisenhower extended the policy of containment and the Truman Doctrine to the Middle East in 1957. This policy (called the Eisenhower Doctrine) led to conflict with countries such as Egypt, which received aid from the USSR. The United States wanted to keep access to the Suez Canal open because of its strategic location linking the Red Sea and the Mediterranean.


	Iran Hostage Crisis (1979)
	As in Latin America, the United States sometimes supported corrupt dictators in the region who were friendly to the United States and opposed communism. Support for the shah of Iran led to the Iran hostage crisis in 1979-1980.


	OPEC
	Beginning with President Nixon, the policy of containment led to a more practical approach based on protecting U.S. interests in the region. Foremost among these is U.S. dependence on foreign oil. American oil companies have been involved in the region since the 1930s. The Middle East oil industries were nationalized in the 1960s, and the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) was created. OPEC’s control of much of the world’s oil supply led to oil shortages and price increase during the 1970s.


	Nixon and the Middle East
	Beginning with President Nixon, the policy of containment led to a more practical approach based on protecting U.S. interests in the region. Foremost among these is U.S. dependence on foreign oil. American oil companies have been involved in the region since the 1930s. The Middle East oil industries were nationalized in the 1960s, and the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) was created. OPEC’s control of much of the world’s oil supply led to oil shortages and price increases during the 1870s.

	Arab Oil Embargo (1973)
	By the 1970s, Americans had become very dependent on oil, not only for gas but also for heating homes and making products such as plastics and paint. America imported nearly half its oil supply, mostly from the oil-rich Arab countries of the Middle East. In 1973 the Arab nations attacked Israel in retaliation for land Israel had seized during ta war in 1967. Because the United States was Israel’s main ally, the Arab-controlled Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) cut off oil shipments to the United States and reduced shipments to other countries.

For Americans and their oversized, gas-guzzling cars, the energy crisis was a huge wake-up call. The younger generations that hadn’t experienced the sacrifices of the Great Depression and World War II suddenly knew what it was like to do without—and they didn’t like it. As gas lines snaked around the block, violence broke out among frustrated drivers. 

The Arab boycott was lifted in 1974, but the energy crisis made some people think about where they got their fuel, what kind of fuel they used, and how to conserve energy.

	resentment against the U.S. grows in the Middle East
	To protect its interests, the United States has established military bases in friendly countries such as Saudi Arabia and Qatar throughout the region. Many Arabs, especially Muslim fundamentalists, oppose the U.S. presence and what they see as its unconditional support of Israel.


	U.S. supports Saddam Hussein during Iran-Iraq War
	Iran and Iraq fought a long war during the 1980s. The United States backed Iraq and Saddam Hussein because of strong opposition by Iran to the United States.


	U.S. opposes Saddam Hussein during 1991 Persian Gulf War
	Saddam Hussein’s invasion of Kuwait in 1990 led to the Gulf War in 1991. Iraq’s move was seen as a threat to oil fields in Saudi Arabia, and a severe threat to U.S. oil supplies. The United States formed a large international coalition and led troops against Iraq. After a six-week long war, Kuwait was liberated, but Hussein remained in power in Iraq. The United States then asked the UN to impose economic sanctions against Iraq in order to prevent the country from rearming or building nuclear weapons.


	September 11 terrorist attacks lead to war against Iraq and Afghanistan
	U.S. involvement in the Middle East escalated in response to terrorist attacks in 2001. President George W. Bush’s “War on Terror” led to military action against Iraq. U.S. troops invaded in 2003, ousting Saddam Hussein. Then, backed by strong U.S. military presence, Iraq began the slow process of rebuilding.
Note: It is unlikely that the STAR test will include questions about America’s two current wars: the war in Iraq and the war in Afghanistan. For this reason, we will wait until after the STAR test to cover these two wars. 



	Today’s Worksheet
	Today’s Worksheet:

· U.S. Policy in the Middle East




29.1 Immigration—(Do Now Reading)
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29.1 Immigration—(Lesson)

	Introduction
	Today’s lesson is mostly a review of American immigration policy. 



	Standards
	Today’s lesson addresses the following standards: 
· 11.3.4 Discuss the expanding religious pluralism in the United States and California that resulted from large-scale immigration in the twentieth century. 

· 11.11.1 Discuss the reasons for the nation's changing immigration policy, with emphasis on how the Immigration Act of 1965 and successor acts have transformed American society. 


	Note to teacher
	The entries below are the “least” that I want my students to remember about immigration. To go deeper into this topic, follow the outline of the star worksheet called Immigration in the 20th century. 



	religious pluralism
	According to the standard 11.3.4, you need to know how “religious pluralism resulted from immigration.” In other words, you need to know that “Immigrants have come to the United States from many parts of the world, and therefore this country has many different religions.” Seems kind of obvious, doesn’t it?



	Asians
	Asians started coming to the United States in the mid-1800s (at about the time of the Civil War). First they came to prospect for gold during the California Gold Rush; later they worked on the transcontinental railroad. But native-born Americans did not like competing with Asians for jobs, so in 1882, Congress passed the Chinese Exclusion Act, putting a brake on all Chinese Immigration. 

Thus, in the early 1900s, at a time when Lady Liberty was warmly welcoming European immigrants arriving in New York, Asian immigrants arriving in San Francisco were being turned away. Actually, Asians were still getting into the country—but now they had to be sneaky about it. They assumed false names and identities, and pretended that they were coming to see “relatives” who were already in the United States. These fake relatives were called “paper sons” and “paper daughters.” 

In response, the city of San Francisco created a prison-like detention center for incoming immigrants at Angel Island. (Angel Island is a small island in San Francisco Bay). Here, Asians were imprisoned for several months or several years, until they could either bribe their way into America, or were deported back home.


	Growing Nativism
	By the 1920s, even European immigrants were not so welcome any more. Cities like New York were simply overwhelmed. People did not like the competition for jobs. They complained, too, about the ethnicity of recent immigrants. Recently, more and more people had been coming from places like Russia, Italy, and Bulgaria. These “New Immigrants” were seen as less desirable, because they were “darker” and culturally stranger—that is, less Protestant—than the “Old Wave” who had come from England, Germany, and Scandinavia. Furthermore, the Russian Revolution, several years earlier, had sparked a “Red Scare” in the United States. (Red is the color of the communist flag). Americans were afraid that Jews immigrating from Russia might bring with them dangerous communist ideas. 

The Ku Klux Klan Revival of the 1920s was another expression of a growing nativist movement. Nativists were native-born Americans who did not want immigrants to come to the United States. They feared that the growing number of foreigners would degrade (destroy) America’s Protestant culture. They especially didn’t like Asians, Catholics, and Jews. 



	Immigration Act of 1924
	Congress responded to the nativist movement by passing the Immigration Act of 1924. This law was based on a quota system. (A quota is a set number). In this case, the quota system meant that a set number of immigrants from each country would be allowed into the U.S. every year. The quota for each country was based on population levels from 1890 (a date 30 years earlier, before the flood of New Immigrants). So, for example, if in 1890 only a small number of Italians had been living in the United States, then only a small number of Italians would be allowed to enter each year. 

The clear intent of the Immigration Act of 1924 was to strictly restrict the number of “undesirable” immigrants. Asians were excluded altogether. Simply put, the law was racist.



	Immigration Act of 1965
	Forty years later, the mood in the country had changed. The president, Lyndon Johnson, was genuinely committed to racial equality. At the base of the Statue of Liberty, he signed a new law designed to “correct a cruel and enduring wrong in the conduct of the American nation.” This law is called the Immigration Act of 1965.

The Immigration Act of 1965 ended the old, racist system. Now, immigrants would be allowed to come from anywhere in the world. Your chances of getting into the country were especially good if you could prove that:

· you had special skills that were valuable to the U.S. economy

· you had relatives who were already living in the country. 

The effects of this act were predictable. First, since priority is given to people with special skills, immigrants since 1965 have generally been more educated. These are not the low-skilled workers who flooded the country at the turn of the century. Now, immigrants are far more likely to be doctors, scientists, and engineers. In fact, some countries have complained of a “brain drain,” as so many of their top professionals have emigrated to the United States.  

Second, many “non-white” Americans have taken advantage of the “family reunification” provision. In a process called “chain migration,” one immigrant sponsors several other immigrants, who then sponsor several others themselves, and so on. Over time, entire families have re-established themselves in the United States.

What is the result? Look around you. America is no longer a white, Protestant, country. Today we are a diverse country—a country of many colors and religions. 



	multiculturalism vs. melting pot
	“Multiculturalism” is the view that America should embrace and celebrate the many different cultures of its immigrants and citizens.  This view contrasts with the “melting pot” view which encourages all ethnic groups to blend into a common American culture. 



	Today’s Worksheet
	Today’s Worksheet:
· Religious Pluralism and Immigration 

· Immigration in the 20th Century




29.2 Women’s Liberation Movement—(Do Now Reading)
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29.2 Women’s Liberation Movement—(Lesson)

	Introduction
	This lesson is mostly a review of the struggle by women to attain full social and political equality.


	Standards
	Today’s lesson addresses the following standards: 
· 11.10.7 Analyze the women's rights movement from the era of Elizabeth Stanton and Susan Anthony and the passage of the Nineteenth Amendment to the movement launched in the 1960s, including differing perspectives on the roles of women. 

· 11.11.3 Describe the changing roles of women in society as reflected in the entry of more women into the labor force and the changing family structure. 



	Note to teacher
	This lesson brings together some names and terms which have already been covered, as well as some new ones. 



	Seneca Falls Convention
(1848)
	The Seneca Falls Convention was the meeting in Seneca Falls, New York, in 1848 to push for greater recognition of women’s rights.  The convention was called by Lucretia Mott and Elizabeth Cady Stanton, who were also active in the abolition movement.  

Delegates wrote a “Declaration of Sentiments and Resolutions” that announced, “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men and women are created equal.” 

The document went on to accuse men of holding women in a second-class status, and demanded increased rights for women, including the right to vote.  The meeting did not lead immediately to great changes for women, but some legal reforms were started.  Many states, for example, wrote laws to allow women to manage their own property. 



	Susan B. Anthony
	Susan B. Anthony was the most famous of the 19th century women who organized to fight for woman suffrage (the right to vote).  A teacher in Rochester, N.Y., she became involved in the movement with Elizabeth Cady Stanton in the 1850s. 

Anthony and a group of other women in Rochester voted in the 1872 presidential election.  She was arrested some weeks later, tried, and fined $100.  She refused to pay.  She continued pressing for a constitutional amendment guaranteeing the right of women to vote, while other groups favored a state-by-state approach.  Anthony died in 1906, but her work helped bring about the 19th Amendment, which gave women the right to vote nationwide in 1920.


	Women’s Suffrage
	Women’s suffrage is the formal term for women’s voting rights.  The organized movement to win woman suffrage dates back to the 1848 Seneca Falls Convention in New York state.  The movement advanced during the late 1800s with the work of suffragettes like Susan B. Anthony.  It was not until 1920 that the 19th Amendment was passed by Congress to give women full voting rights, although some states did grant women limited voting rights earlier.


	World War I
	In England and America, World War I helped to bring about at least one good thing. For the first time, women were allowed to vote. For years, British and American women had been demanding the right to vote (also known as suffrage). Women who marched, protested, and spoke in public about their right to suffrage were called suffragettes. If you’ve ever seen the movie Mary Poppins, you might remember that Mrs. Banks is a suffragette. She wraps a banner around her, proclaiming that women should have the right to vote, and marches off singing: 

We’re clearly soldiers in petticoats

And dauntless crusaders for women’s votes . . . 

 Our daughter’s daughters will adore us

And they’ll sing in grateful chorus

“Well done, sister suffragette!”

After World War I ended, it seemed obvious that women should be allowed to vote. After all, while the men had gone off to fight, women had done the men’s jobs—and done them perfectly well. Why in the worlds shouldn’t they be given the same right to vote as the men?



	19th Amendment

(Women get the right to vote)
	For women in America to vote, an amendment to the Constitution had to be passed. In 1918, Congress agreed to begin the process of changing the Constitution so that women could gain suffrage. One representative to Congress, Frederick Hicks of New York, was sitting by his dying wife when it came time to pass the amendment. She told him to leave her deathbed and go help pass the amendment—so he did!

The Nineteenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution reads:

The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of sex. Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.

The Nineteenth Amendment was enacted in 1920, after a 70-year struggle led by the women's suffrage movement. The groundwork for the suffrage movement was laid in 1848 in Seneca Falls, New York, now considered the birthplace of the women's movement.


	Rosie the Riveter (World War II)
	Rosie the Riveter was a poster figure of a woman working at an aircraft factory who became a symbol of the women who entered the American workforce during World War Two.  Some five million women went to work, many at steel mills and factories that involved heavy physical labor. 

The depiction of such women in posters showed an affectionate respect for their work, although in some cases women were met with resentment from men on the job site.  After the war, most of these women returned home, often to become the wives of returning servicemen.  But their experience in the workplace helped shape new attitudes toward women working in non-traditional jobs. 



	Presidential Commission on the Status of Women (established 1961)
	President Kennedy appointed a Commission on the Status of Women in 1961. This pre-dated Friedan’s book, and its first head was Eleanor Roosevelt. She was the widow of President Franklin Roosevelt, the great leader of the New Deal era, and she herself was one of the great standard bearers of liberalism all through the middle of the 20th century.

The report, which the commission delivered in 1963, agreed that women were discriminated against in jobs, in payment, and in the law. Some states, even then in the 1960s, didn’t let women sit on juries, and didn’t let them make wills. The women’s movement took form, in the 1960s, in response to these perceived injustices. It started as a moderate procedural organization and later on picked up some more radical overtones. 


	Feminine Mystique (1963) 
	Betty Friedan was a leading feminist writer and organizer whose book, The Feminine Mystique, helped launch the Women’s Liberation movement in the 1960s. 

Friedan argued that the traditional role of the stay-at-home mother was oppressive and frustrating for women.  She called on women to reject traditional roles and fight for complete equality in the workplace and schools.  In 1966 she became one of the organizers of the National Organization for Women (NOW). 

The decades since have seen a rapid growth in the number of women with children who also hold jobs outside the home.  Many more women also pursue higher-level jobs and advanced education. 



	Women’s Liberation
	The Women’s Liberation movement was launched in the 1960s to create a greater equality between women and men.  The movement’s leaders, including Betty Friedan, challenged the traditional idea that women should have a special role in the home as wives and mothers.  Feminists, as women in the movement called themselves, sought equal opportunities in the work place and in schools.  They called for equal pay and promotion opportunities at work, and sought the expansion of day-care programs in the work place. 

By 1970, women were flooding into careers that had traditionally been dominated by men.  By 1980, women actually outnumbered men on college campuses.  But many women rejected the views of the most extreme “women’s libbers,” and argued that feminists were too eager to attack men as the source of all problems.


	Child Care
	One of the great obstacles to women’s entry into the workforce was the question of childcare. If a mother is going to work, what are her children going to do, especially her pre-school age children? What are they going to do at the same time? Thus, access to good quality childcare became and remained a very important issue among feminists. Should the government underwrite it, or was the private sector adequate to provide affordable childcare of the right kind? More generally, was looking after the children intrinsically a woman’s job rather than a man’s job? Ought not childcare duties be shared equally among the two genders? 



	Civil Rights and anti-Vietnam War movement also galvanize women
	In the mid-and late 1960s, women who were involved in the area of radical movements, particularly working for the civil rights and then working in the anti-Vietnam War movement, became very critical of the gender discrimination they encountered among their male comrades. 

For example, in 1968, during one of the great student uprisings at Columbia University in New York, the student radicals occupied the administration building until the administration met what they called their non-negotiable demands. It wasn’t long before the college girls there found that they were being made to do cooking and housework, however, so a group of them posted a sign that said, “Free women don’t cook,” and they insisted on the equal sharing between men and women of all the domestic duties. They had a vision of themselves as social revolutionaries, and they said, “We’re changing everything. We’re not just changing things like who does or doesn’t go off to fight in the war: we’re changing society at a more basic level.



	sexism
	Women also sought to oppose what they called “sexism.” It was a new word in the 1960s, picking up the idea of racism and applying it to gender: Sexism. They sought to oppose sexism and women’s self-delusion by conducting “consciousness-raising” workshops. You see, what was unusual about feminism was this: Very often, the feminist leaders had to persuade other women that they were, in fact, victims of discrimination even if they didn’t feel as though they were. Consciousness raising was the process of persuading women. “You are, in fact, being victimized.” It’s very odd, isn’t it? Usually, if you are the victim of persecution, you simply have no doubt about it at all. You haven’t usually got to be persuaded of it, but here’s a case where that was a little bit different.

Women in consciousness-raising groups counseled one another: “We must avoid the bad old tradition of women thinking of each other as rivals for the affections of the men. We’ve got to have solidarity among ourselves, sisterhood.” “Sisterhood is powerful” was one of the great slogans of the women’s movement. 

They denounced such conventional forms of female display as beauty contests, which they regarded as the very worst of this. A radical feminist group called “Witch” picketed the Miss America Pageant in 1968 in Atlantic City, carrying posters that said, “Miss America sells it,” the implication that it’s almost a form of prostitution to become involved in these beauty pageants. The woman ought not to be evaluated on the basis of such frivolous externals as their appearance.

The feminists themselves compared themselves with to other minority groups, in particular, with the African American population. They said, “Although it’s true that we’re not a numerical minority in the way the African-American population is,” and in fact, they may even have been a slight majority, “nevertheless, we’re the victims of systematic discrimination, and that sense, we’re minority.” 



	Gloria Steinem and Ms. Magazine
	Among the slightly more radical feminists, the principal figure was Gloria Steinem. She was the co-founder in 1972 of Ms. Magazine. “Ms.” was a new title. The idea was: Why is it that men should have only one title, “Mr.,” whether or not they are married, whereas women should have two different ones. “Miss” if they’re not married and “Mrs.” if they are? Let’s have a neutral term, “Ms.,” so that the same kind of insidious discrimination does get made. This became the name of the journal, produced by and for women.
Earlier on, Gloria Steinem herself had been a freelance journalist who had encountered what became known as the “glass ceiling” in journalism. She wanted to do serious political stories, but her editors were constantly pushing her off on what she regarded as frivolous and unworthy assignments. For example, most famously, Gloria Steinem went underground as a Playboy bunny, and had to put on the silly bunny costume and the floppy ears and so on, and then write an expose about what it was really like being a bunny.

Now, ironically, even though she became one of the most articulate spokespersons for the feminist movement, the mainstream media was very attracted to Gloria Steinem because she was beautiful. she was articulate, but she was also very striking in her appearance, so the mainstream media would regularly ask Gloria Steinem form “the women’s view” on these issues, with the result that something a cult of personality grew up around her, very much to the bristling resentment of many other feminist leaders who didn’t like the way which the old convention of the beautiful women getting the best of everything was being duplicated. 



	Sexual Revolution
	The feminist movement coincided with what is called the “sexual revolution,” and it is no coincidence that is should have done so, because this was a period when questions about men’s and women’s proper roles and attitudes towards each other were heightened and were very self-consciously scrutinized. The Kinsey Report on male sexuality in 1948, and the Kinsey Report on female sexuality in 1953, had found very high levels of premarital sex and extramarital sex, and also of homosexuality among both men and women. Thus, for the first time, there was some sort of pseudo-scientific support for the idea that this was actually a society where there’s far more sex going on than had previously been officially recognized. 

In 1953, Hugh Hefner brought out the first edition of Playboy, promoting a hedonistic philosophy of sex, that sex is something recreational and entertaining, and that you ought not to think of it as being solely confined to marriage. 

Author Helen Gurley Brown later became the very successful editor another journal, Cosmopolitan, and this was a journal that pioneered in having naked men in the centerfold as the kind of polar opposite or mirror image of Playboy. Bur Reynolds in 1972 was the first of these men.

The sexual revolution had certainly been greatly facilitated by the perfection of the contraceptive pill in the early 1960s, because that was a technology that really did make it possible to reliably separated sex from procreation, if it was used properly. 

In 1968, the Roman Catholic Church went into convulsions when the Pope, Paul VI, issued the encyclical letter “Humanae Vitae,” in which he upheld the Catholic Church’s traditional teaching against the use of artificial contraceptives. His view was: Sex is a gift from God, and to have sex in which your intention is not procreative is turning away from God in an insulting way.” Certainly, however, most of the Catholic people, knowing that this statement was on the way and expecting that it would be endorsing the pill, were horrified to discover it was just the opposite. 

Meanwhile, during the 1960s and early 1970s, the taboo on cohabitation outside of marriage, and of childbearing outside of marriage, broke down very rapidly. Consequently, what would have been regarded with absolute horror in the early 1960s in the American middle classes was regarded as entirely commonplace by the mid-1970s. 

	Abortion Debate
	No topic related to the feminist movement has aroused such passion and controversy as much as the right to an abortion. In the 1960s, there was no federal law regulating abortions, and many states had banned the practice entirely, except when the life of the mother was endangered.

Women’s groups argued that illegality led many women to seek black market abortions by unlicensed physicians or to perform the procedure on themselves. As a result, several states such as California and New York began to legitimize abortions. With no definitive ruling from the federal government, women’s groups sought the opinion of the United States Supreme Court.

The battle began in Texas, which outlawed any type of abortion unless a doctor determined that the mother’s life was in danger. The anonymous Jane Roe challenged the Texas law, and the case slowly made its way to the highest court in the land.

After two years of hearing evidence, the Court invalidated the Texas law by a 7-2 vote. Using the same reasoning as the Griswold v. Connecticut decision, the majority of the justices maintained that a right to privacy was implied by the Ninth and Fourteenth Amendments. No state could restrict abortions during the first three months, or trimester, of a pregnancy.

States were permitted to adopt restrictive laws in accordance with respecting the mother’s health during the second trimester. The practice could be banned outright during the third trimester. Any state law that conflicted with this ruling was automatically overturned.

Women's groups were ecstatic. But immediately an opposition emerged. The Roman Catholic Church had long criticized abortion as a form of infanticide. Many fundamentalist Protestant ministers joined the outcry. The National Right to Life Committee formed with the explicit goal of reversing Roe v. Wade.

The issue is fundamentally thorny because it involves basic faiths. Those who believe life begins at conception feel that the unborn child deserves the same legal protections as an adult. Ending such a life is equivalent to murder to those who subscribe to this belief. Others argue that life begins at birth, and that laws restricting abortion interfere with the right of a woman to decide what is in her own best interests. Opponents of abortion use the label “pro-life” to define their cause. Supporters of Roe v. Wade identify themselves as “pro-choice.”
Since 1973, the battle has raged. Pro-life groups began to lobby their Senators and Representatives to propose a Right-to-Life Amendment to the Constitution. Although introduced in Congress, the measure has never received the necessary support. Pro-choice groups such as the National Abortion Rights Action League fear that a slow erosion of abortion rights has taken place since Roe v. Wade.

The Hyde Amendment of 1976 prohibits the use of federal Medicaid funds to be used for abortions. Later Court decisions such as Planned Parenthood v. Casey (1992) have upheld the right of states to impose waiting periods and parental notification requirements. President George Bush imposed a "gag rule" that prohibited workers in federally funded clinics from even mentioning abortion as an option with their patients. Bill Clinton promptly ended the gag rule in 1993.

Planned Parenthood clinics have become local battlegrounds over the abortion controversy. Since Planned Parenthood prides itself in providing safe, inexpensive abortions, protesters regularly picket outside their offices. Several Planned Parenthood sites have even been bombed by antiabortion extremists.

The fate of Roe v. Wade continues to lie with the Supreme Court. Although every ruling since 1973 upheld the decision, the composition of the Court changes with every retirement. Activists on each side demand a "litmus test" for any justice named to the federal courts. Republicans have tended to appoint pro-life judges, and Democrats have selected pro-choice nominees.

At the dawn of the 21st century, the battle remains as fierce as ever.



	Roe v. Wade (1973)
	Roe v. Wade was the Supreme Court case in 1973 that legalized abortion in the U.S.  “Roe” was the fictitious name of the woman who originated the lawsuit.  The court ruled that a woman’s decision to have an abortion is protected by the right to privacy implicit in the Constitution.  The abortion issue continues to be one that generates strong feelings, with opponents calling it the equivalent of murder.  Supporters continue to argue that a human fetus is not legally or morally a person, and say abortion should be an option and a woman’s choice. 



	Phyllis Schlafly and the anti-feminist backlash
	All these very rapid changes in society between the early 1960s and 1980s led to a sharp anti-feminist backlash. Phyllis Schlafly is the great figure here. She was the leader of the campaign called “Stop ERA,” and she’s a woman show own life is full of paradoxes. When she was a college student during the Second World War, she paid her way through college by working in a machine gun factory, test-firing the guns. She was the mother of six, the wife of a lawyer, herself a highly qualified and well-educated person, a lobbyist, and so on. In many ways she seemed to fit the profile of the woman who could do it all, the feminist career woman. In fact, though, she thought it was horrifying that feminists should be pressuring for the transformation of the society, and she did what she could to stop it.
The Equal Rights Amendment, which would have abolished gender distinction, passed through Congress in 1972 and seemed likely to become part of the Constitution. An amendment needs the ratification of three-quarters of the state governments, which by then meant 38 states. Very quickly, it got 35 of the, but the Schlafly did everything she could to prevent the last states from ratifying. She created a very effective grassroots lobbying organization, particularly of women who didn’t work, moms who stayed at home. She said, “If we’re not careful, women are going to have to act in America like they do in the Soviet Union. They’re going to have to go into combat, just like the Russian women did in the Second World War. We’re going to have unisex bathrooms, and the idea that all this is going to be enforced by the feral government is going to vastly expand federal power, which is already too great.

She was a fight-wing Republican who didn’t like the increasing reach of the government, ever since the New Deal period. Gradually, her lobbyists were able to restrict the ratification of the ERA, with the result that it was never incorporated in the American Constitution, because several of the states that had ratified it under intense pressure de-ratified. It remained controversial as to whether a state could, in fact do that.



	Equal Rights Amendment (ERA)

[never ratified]
	“Equality of rights under the law shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any state on account of sex.” These simple words are the main text of the Equal Rights Amendment (ERA), affirming the equal application of the U.S. Constitution to both females and males. 

The ERA was written in 1923 by Alice Paul, suffragist leader and founder of the National Woman's Party.  She and the NWP considered the ERA to be the next necessary step after the 19th Amendment (affirming women's right to vote) in guaranteeing "equal justice under law" to all citizens. 

The ERA was introduced into every session of Congress between 1923 and 1972, when it was passed and sent to the states for ratification. The seven-year time limit in the ERA’s proposing clause was extended by Congress to June 30, 1982, but at the deadline, the ERA had been ratified by 35 states, leaving it three states short of the 38 required for ratification. It has been reintroduced into every Congress since that time.



	glass ceiling
	While the phrase glass ceiling is metaphorical, many women who find themselves bumping their heads on it find it very real indeed. It is most often used to describe the sexist attitude many women run into at the workplace. In a discussion of ascending the corporate ladder, the word “ceiling” implies that there is a limit to how far someone can climb it. Along with this implied barrier is the idea that it is glass, meaning that, while it is very real, it is transparent and not obvious to the observer. The term glass ceiling is most often applied in business situations in which women feel, either accurately or not, that men are deeply entrenched in the upper echelons of power, and women, try as they might, find it nearly impossible to break through. 



	Today’s Worksheet
	Today you will do two worksheets:

· Women’s Rights and Women’s Roles

· The Changing Roles of Women




29.3 Religious Revivals in America—(Do Now Reading)
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29.3 Religious Revivals in America—(Lesson)

	Introduction
	Today’s lesson is a review of the role that religious revivals have played in American history.

	Standards
	Today’s lesson addresses the following standards: 
· 11.3.2 Analyze the great religious revivals and the leaders involved in them, including the First Great Awakening, the Second Great Awakening, the Civil War revivals, the Social Gospel Movement, the rise of Christian liberal theology in the nineteenth century, the impact of the Second Vatican Council, and the rise of Christian fundamentalism in current times. 



	Note to teacher
	As an outline for today lesson, please use the chart on the first page of the worksheet.
Note: Personally, I have a problem with the bullet point that says that Christian Liberal Theology “resisted the theory of evolution.” I think this is confusing for students. Although it is true that the leader of the movement, Horace Bushnell, was never quite able to accept evolution, I think liberal Christian theology is best understood as the opposite of fundamentalism: 

· fundamentalists believe in the story of the creation

· liberal Christians embrace modern scientific theories, and try to reconcile those theories with their religious beliefs. 


	Today’s Worksheet
	Today’s worksheet:

· Religious Revivals in America




30.1 The Labor Movement—(Do Now Reading)

When the Industrial Revolution started, wealthy people had a huge advantage. The wealthy could afford to build factories, and the factories made them even richer. Meanwhile, ordinary workers found it very hard to get ahead.

Does it seem fair to you that the owner of a factory can earn millions every year, while his workers—the people who are running his machines—are earning less than $2 per day?

Does it seem fair to you a rich factory owner can hire little children (as young as seven or eight) and force them to work in a dark, wet coal mine 18-hour a day? 

Does it seem fair to you that factory owners can get away with operating unsafe factories? Some owners locked their workers inside—and the windows didn’t have fire escapes! In one tragic incident in 1905 called the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire, 146 your women lost their lives because they were trapped in a burning factory.

During the Gilded Age, many people thought that these things were NOT fair. Why should the owners of the factories get rich, while everyone else remained poor? They wanted the government to pass new laws to prevent business leaders from exploiting their workers. (If you exploit someone, you are taking unfair advantage of him or her).

But the government refused to listen. Politicians during this period still believed in Social Darwinism and laissez faire economics. They believed that the government should leave businesses alone. Of course, some politicians were simply corrupt, and they did whatever the “robber barons” told them to do. 

And that is why, during the Gilded Age, most factories were miserable places to work. The wages were extremely low, and working conditions were uncomfortable at best and deadly dangerous at worst.

In response to these conditions, workers started forming labor unions. A labor union is a group of workers who band together to try to improve wages (pay) and working conditions.  Members try to improve their condition through “collective bargaining,” that is, by negotiating for pay and conditions as a group.  Union members can threaten to strike (stop working) unless their demands are met.

30.1 The Labor Movement—(Do Now)
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30.1 The Labor Movement—(Lesson)

	Introduction
	This lesson brings together the history of the labor movement since the beginning of the Industrial Revolution until today. 


	Standards
	Today’s lesson addresses the following standards:

· 11.6.5 Trace the advances and retreats of organized labor, from the creation of the American Federation of Labor and the Congress of Industrial Organizations to current issues of a postindustrial, multinational economy, including the United Farm Workers in California.


	Note to teacher
	This lesson is mostly a review, with a few new details thrown in.

	division of labor
	The term “division of labor” refers to the practice in factories of taking a complex job, like the making of a shoe, and dividing it into small, simple steps.  By doing so, cheaper unskilled labor can be used, instead of the more expensive highly skilled labor needed if one person does the entire job. 

While this practice lowers costs and increases profits, it tends to reduce the worker to little more than a cog in the machinery of production.

	factory system
	The “factory system” refers to the system of producing goods under one roof in an organized, large-scale manner.  Starting around 1800 in America, the factory system began replacing the earlier pattern of production, in which skilled craftsmen worked at home or a small shop.  The factory commonly used the principle of “division of labor” to increase efficiency by dividing the work into small steps.  Each small step would be done over and over by a worker, so unskilled labor could be hired.  The factory system, combined with the Industrial Revolution, created an entirely new pattern of social life in American towns and cities, and gave rise to a large new class:  the factory laborers.

	Industrial Revolution
	The “Industrial Revolution” refers to the rapid change from production by hand production by machines.  The Industrial Revolution began in England around 1750 as new inventions made it possible to mechanize the production of textiles (cloth).  An early textile mill was built in America in 1790, and the technology spread rapidly in the early 1800s.  Factories to make clocks, carriages, shoes, and many other products soon adopted machine techniques as well. 

The Industrial Revolution was concentrated in the North, in part because water power was widely available there, as well as investors and a supply of people willing to work in the factories.  It had an enormous impact on the social life of the region by creating a new class of factory laborers, as well as a class of factory owners.

	Labor Unions
	Labor Unions are organizations of workers who band together to try to improve wages and working conditions.  These began appearing in America in the early 1800s, in response to the spread of the factory system and the Industrial Revolution.  Members sought to improve their condition by “collective bargaining” with business owners, that is, by negotiating for pay and conditions as a group.  Union members could threaten to strike and walk off the job to try to force improvements. 

In the 1910s, passage of the Clayton Act gave unions for the first time a solid legal foundation for their activities.


	Labor Unions during the Gilded Age (late 1800s)
	Getting an employer to raise you pay is hardly ever easy. It boils down to a question of who needs whom more. Is your employer desperate to keep you on the job, because it might be hard to replace you? Or are you desperate to keep your job, because you are afraid that if you lose your job, you might not be able to find another one? These kinds of questions illustrate a principle called “supply and demand.” If there are many jobs, but few workers, then the workers can usually get what they want. But if there are many workers and few jobs, then employers have the upper hand. An employer can easily replace anyone who threatens to go on strike. Even if all his workers walk off the job, it might not be too hard to hire and train a whole new work force.  

During the Gilded Age, millions of new immigrants were coming to America—most of them desperate for jobs—so organizing unions was a tough, uphill battle. In addition, labor unions were sometimes considered illegal, and anyone who tried to organize a union might find himself in jail. Sometimes employers hired thugs or “private security forces” to beat up or even kill labor leaders. For all these reasons, most early unions were not very successful.

By the late 1800s, however, organizations like the American Federation of Labor (AFL) (see below) were starting to turn the tide.  Unions were in the forefront of the movement to create the eight hour work day, abolish child labor, and pass workers’ compensation laws.  



	American Federation of Labor (AFL)
	The American Federation of Labor was the most famous of the labor unions that grew in the Gilded Age to fight for better pay and conditions for factory workers.  The AF of L was formed in 1881 by Samuel Gompers, a poor Jewish immigrant who rose to become president of a cigar maker's union in New York City. 

The AF of L was actually a federation (association) of many labor unions, and as such, represents a trend toward "bigness" similar to what was happening in industry.  It included only skilled workers, not unskilled workers. 

Gompers and the AF of L did not oppose the system of capitalism and big industry, as some radical labor leaders did.  He just wanted a better deal for workers, and fought for it until his death in the 1920s.  The AF of L later merged with the Congress of Industrial Organizations to form the AFL-CIO, a powerful union even today.


	International Workers of the World (IWW)

	In 1905, a group of socialists met in Chicago and formed a new union called the Industrial Workers of the World. (Members were nicknamed the “Wobblies”). These socialists argued that low pay and shocking working conditions were a result of the system of capitalism, which they said encouraged a heartless competition for wealth.  They wanted to replace capitalism with a more cooperative system, called socialism, a system in which factories, farms, and mines are owned by the government, instead of individuals. This, they hoped, would remove the incentive for individuals to pile up vast wealth at the expense of others.  Socialist ideas were popular in the early 1900s—at least among the working class.

But owners and politicians feared the ideas of socialism, and they especially feared its most “extreme” form, called communism. Communists believed that only a violent revolution could solve the problems of the working class. Alarmed by the growing popularity of the Wobblies, some states passed laws making membership in the union a crime. The government continued to repress the Wobblies, and in the mid-1920s, the union started to lose strength.

The IWW continues to organize workers today, but (compared to the AFL-CIO) the IWW is small and not very powerful.



	Labor unions in the Progressive Era
	In the Progressive Era (the period following the Gilded Age), government took a tougher stand against the robber barons and Big Business. New laws were passed which made it illegal for businesses to organize themselves into “trusts.” (A trust is a sneaky agreement designed to eliminate competition). Ironically, some of these same laws were used to bust up union activities. Business leaders claimed that unions were also illegal “trusts” because they, too, eliminated competition (the competition between workers trying to get a job). 



	Clayton Act
	In 1914, Congress gave workers a helping hand by passing the Clayton Act. This law said, in effect, “Unions are not trusts, and it is perfectly legal for unions to hold meetings or go on strike, as long as they do it peacefully.” For the first time, it was very clear that union activities were legal. 

The Clayton Act helped establish a solid legal basis for labor unions. It was among the most important laws of the Progressive movement. It said labor unions were not subject to antitrust laws aimed at big business, and said federal courts could not issue injunctions (orders) against peaceful strikes, picketing, or union meetings. 

But the Clayton Act did have some shortcomings. Although the law had legalized union activity, employers still had many sneaky ways to discourage people from joining unions. For example, they could spy on, interrogate, discipline, discharge, and blacklist union members. Union organizing was still a dangerous activity.



	Union membership remains low
	Prior to 1935, American workers had the right to become trade union members and to withhold their labor during industrial disputes, but employers also had the right to fire workers because they had enrolled in unions or had taken part in strikes. During economic hard times it was more difficult for an employee to find other work than it was for an employer to hire another employee. Thus, workers were hesitant to join trade unions, and by 1933 just 10 percent of America's workforce was unionized.



	The Great Depression and Roosevelt’s New Deal


	Life for working-class Americans got worse in the 1930s. A severe economic slowdown called the Great Depression caused factories to close and millions of people lost their jobs. With more people competing for fewer jobs, it was hard for labor to make much progress. Anyone who tried to organize a union was quickly replaced by a non-union worker. And anyone who tried to organize a strike might find herself “blacklisted” (put on a list of “troublemakers” whom employers refused to hire). 

The whole capitalist system seemed to have failed. Working-class people were angry. Strikes often turned violent, and employers responded with violence. In this context, some people thought that a communist revolution here in the United States was a real possibility. (During this period, many Americans believed Soviet propaganda which claimed that the Soviet Union was a worker’s paradise where everything was running smoothly. Of course, this wasn’t true). 

To avert a possible revolution, Congress was willing to give working people more rights. Under the leadership of President Franklin Roosevelt, Congress passed a series of new laws. This package of laws is called Roosevelt’s New Deal.



	National Labor Relations Act
(Wagner Act)

(1935)


	Among the most important of the New Deal Laws was the National Labor Relations Act (also known as the Wagner Act). This law guaranteed that workers could join unions without fear of reprisals, and it prohibited employers from doing things that discouraged or prevented union membership. In other words, an employer could not fire you just because you joined a union.

Union leaders loved this new law, and many called it the “Magna Carta” of American Labor. (The Magna Carta was a famous document that is considered the first “Bill of Rights”). Immediately, union leaders started organizing and union membership soared. Unions thrived like never before. This is especially remarkable since the U.S. was still in the midst of an economic depression, and unemployment was high. According to the principle of supply and demand, this should have been a difficult time to engage in union activity. 



	Congress of Industrial Organizations

(CIO)

(established in 1938)
	In the mid-1930s, members of the AFL started quarrelling among themselves. Some members felt that unions should be based on craft (skill). Others felt that unions should be based on industry (workplace). In 1935, these differences tore the AFL apart. Unions who favored “industrial organization” defected and formed a rival organization called the Congress of Industrial Organizations (CIO). 

For the next 20 years, the CIO and the AFL battled for leadership of American labor, often trying to organize the same workers.
 

	Sit-down strikes
	The Great Depression witnessed the first sit-down strikes. Usually, when workers went on strike, they walked around the front gate in a “picket line.” Employers would then try to get “strikebreakers” to “cross the picket line.” In other words, the goal of the employer was to get replacement workers inside the factory. 

In a sit-down strike, the workers pretend like they are going to work as usual. But once inside the factory, they sit-down and refuse to work. This makes it harder for the employer to bring in strikebreakers, because the last thing that the employer wants is a scuffle to break out inside the factory, which might damage the factory itself. Sometimes the sit-down strikes lasted over a month, with the workers staying inside the whole time. Meanwhile, their wives outside would pass food through the windows to enable them to keep the strike going. Sit-down strikes were enormously effective and increased the power of unions.



	Taft Hartley Act
	By 1947, the mood of the country had changed once again. This time, many people thought that unions had become too powerful. Moreover, the Cold War had started, and another Red Scare (a wave of anti-communist hysteria) was sweeping through the country. Some people suspected that unions were full of communists, and they wanted something done to curb their power. 

In this atmosphere, Congress passed the Taft-Hartley Act, a law designed to weaken the power of the unions. Labor leaders hated it, and they called it the “slave labor act.” President Harry Truman didn’t like the law either—in fact he refused to sign it. But Republicans in Congress had enough votes to pass it anyway. 



	AFL and CIO merge (1955)
	The passage of the Taft-Hartley Act in 1947 aroused unions to renewed political activity. The CIO joined the AFL in opposition to the new law, and the two rival organizations gradually started to work together again. In 1955, the AFL and the CIO finally merged, forming the AFL-CIO.
Today, the American Federation of Labor and Congress of Industrial Organizations, commonly called the AFL–CIO, is the largest federation of unions in the United States. It is made up of 56 national and international unions, together representing more than 11 million workers. From 1955 until 2005, the AFL–CIO's member unions represented nearly all unionized workers in the United States. 



	Charges of corruption hurt unions
	In 1957 the AFL-CIO expelled the Teamsters Union (a large trucker’s union) after it was revealed that the union was involved in criminal activity. Apparently, union leaders had found multiple ways to get rich from illegal schemes: they accepted bribes, extorted money, and did little to help honest workers. 
Charges of corruption hurt other unions, too. Some unions had clear links to the Mafia. The public got angry, and law enforcement officials sent some labor leaders to prison. In 1975, Jimmy Hoffa, a famous leader of a Teamsters Union, disappeared mysteriously, and it is widely assumed that he was killed by the Mafia in some internal power struggle.



	migrant farm workers
	Migrant farm labor is one of the most difficult, back-breaking jobs in the world. (A migrant worker is a person who travels from farm to farm, planting or picking crops). Typically, it is done by the poorest immigrants—Mexican-born men and women who are trying to earn enough money to support their families back home. As they travel from place, they are forced to live in dirty, overcrowded tents, in cars, or open fields. Child labor is common.  Heat, cold, and illness caused by toxic chemicals are common. And often workers get paid less than the legal minimum wage. 

Efforts to organize migrant workers have always been difficult. For one thing, they are not protected by the National Labor Relations Act. Also, many are afraid of being deported. And their transitory lifestyle makes it difficult to meet with them regularly.



	United Farm Workers
	In the 1960s, Cesar Chavez (see below), a Mexican American, organized the first successful union for migrant laborers, the United Farm Workers. Chavez had been angered when grape-growers in California cut pay rates during a harvest. As workers went on strike, Chavez called for a nationwide boycott of grapes. (A boycott is when a group of people refuse to buy a certain product). Hundreds of students, religious workers, and labor activists talked to consumers in front of markets, asking them to do a simple thing: “Help the farm workers by not buying grapes.” Millions of Americans supported the boycott.

The strike and boycott lasted five years until finally the growers gave in and agreed to meet the union’s demands. It was a historic victory, and Chavez became a hero—especially in the Latino community.  




Cesar Chavez was a labor leader who launched a famous boycott of grapes in the 1960s as a way of forcing better treatment of migrant farm workers.  His work established the United Farm Workers union, and is a source of great pride for Hispanics nationwide. 

	Chavez was the son of Mexican American migrant farm workers, and picked crops himself as a child.  He was familiar with the difficulties the migrants faced, including low pay, unsanitary conditions, and obstacles to education for children.  His marches and protests forced many middle class Americans to think for the first time about the people who picked the nation’s food crops.  He died in 1993, but his work continues through organizations like the United Farm Workers. 


	

	global economy
	The “global economy” is a term for the fact that the economies of most of the world’s nations have become increasingly interconnected.  For example, a computer chip designed in America may be produced in a Korean factory for use in a Japanese VCR that is sold in a dozen or more countries. 

The trend has opened many opportunities, but it also creates some problems.  Companies often move factories from high labor cost countries like the U.S., and build them instead in Asia or Mexico. 

Unions are not strong in a global economy where companies can move jobs to other areas of the country or to foreign countries.



	Today’s Worksheet
	Today’s worksheet:

· The Labor Movement




30.2 Technology—(Do Now Reading)

Today we often talk about “debugging” a computer. Did you know that this term originally meant removing the moths from inside it? 

It’s true! The first fully electronic computer, ENIAC, was built for use during World War II and shown to the public in 1946. ENIAC was no laptop—it took up an entire room and weighed thirty tons. The first computers were enormous, expensive, impractical, and complicated. They could break down if a small insect got inside them—hence the term debugging. But with the development of the microchip in 1971, several companies began building smaller computers that would fit on your desk at home or at work. In 1977 came the Apple computer, and in 1981 IBM introduced the personal computer (PC). Computers have been getting smaller and more powerful ever since.

Computers and microchips are the backbone of the technology revolution that continues to change people’s lives and economy today. Now we have cellular phones, digital cameras, Palm Pilots, MP-3 players, and all sorts of other gadgets that are made possible by the microchip. But possibly the most significant development of the “information age” is the Internet. Like the first computers, the Internet was developed by the U.S. military and researchers at universities. It entered mainstream America in the early 1990s, and soon, millions were “surfing” the Internet via the World Wide Web. The Internet has changed the way we live, think, shop, learn, and communicate. People across the country or around the globe can meet and connect online; the world seems smaller now.

30.2 Technology—(Do Now)

Year: __________________

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


30.2 Technology—(Lesson)

	Introduction
	

	Standards
	Today’s lesson addresses the following standards: 
· 11.7.6 Describe major developments in aviation, weaponry, communication, and medicine and the war's impact on the location of American industry and use of resources. 

· 11.8.7 Describe the effects on society and the economy of technological developments since 1945, including the computer revolution, changes in communication, advances in medicine, and improvements in agricultural technology. 


	Note to teacher
	Please follow the outlines provided by the worksheets.


	Today’s Worksheet
	Today you will do two worksheets:

· The War Affects Technology and Industry

· Advances in Technology




30.3 Recent Social Changes—(Do Now Reading)

30.3 Recent Social Changes—(Do Now)

Year: __________________

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


30.3 Recent Social Changes—(Lesson)

	Introduction
	

	Standards
	Today’s lesson addresses the following standards: 
· 11.11.7 Explain how the federal, state, and local governments have responded to demographic and social changes such as population shifts to the suburbs, racial concentrations in the cities, Frostbelt-to-Sunbelt migration, international migration, decline of family farms, increases in out-of-wedlock births, and drug abuse. 

· 11.8.1 Trace the growth of service sector, white collar, and professional sector jobs in business and government. 



	Note to teacher
	Please follow the outline provided on the first page of the worksheet, Recent Population and Social Changes. This might also be a good lesson to review a previous worksheet, Growth of the Service Sector. 

If you need more material, you could get a head start on the next lesson, which is a long one.  


	belt regions
	The belt regions of the United States are portions of the country that share certain characteristics. The “belt” terminology was first applied to growing regions for various crops, which often follow lines of latitude because those are more likely to have similar climates, hence the allusion to a long clothing belt as seen on a map.

The usage has expanded to other climatic, economic, and cultural concentrations. These regions are not formally defined; they frequently overlap and have vague borders.

	rustbelt
	A rustbelt city is one that experiences population loss, rising crime rates, loss of union jobs, particularly in manufacturing, white flight to the suburbs, and a generally declining urban environment. Cities like Gary, Indiana, Detroit, Michigan, and Milwaukee, Wisconsin saw a steady stream of manufacturing jobs leave to lower-wage regions of the country, Mexico, and overseas. Massive, but abandoned factories rusted away and scarred the landscape of once vibrant cities.



	sunbelt
	The rustbelt was contrasted in the 1970s to the rise of the “sunbelt,” or cities in the south and southwest characterized by high rates of immigration, low wages, retirement communities, and new defense, oil, and high tech industries. The sunbelt also corresponded with the rise to power of the Republican Party in the 1980s, as electoral votes shifted to the south and southwest states adding political to economic advantage. 



	post-industrial society
	A “post-industrial society” is a society that has moved past the stage of heavy industry to an economy that is mainly centered on knowledge-based and service professions.  America today, and many European countries, are post-industrial societies.  In these countries, factory jobs are falling, but high-tech employment is growing.  The service sector of the economy - which includes everything from lawyers to hair cutters - is rising rapidly. 

A post-industrial society creates great opportunities, but has some disadvantages.  Factory jobs that carry high pay for unskilled labor become scarce.  An education beyond high school becomes a necessity.  People with little education find it very hard to get on a career ladder that leads to a middle class income.

	Today’s Worksheet
	Today you will do two worksheets:

· Recent Social and Population Changes

· Growth of the Service Economy



31.1 President’s Review

	Introduction
	In today’s lesson, we review the presidents of the 20th century and the major issues their presidencies. 

	Standards
	Today’s lesson covers the following standards: 

· 11.11.2 Discuss the significant domestic policy speeches of Truman, Eisenhower, Kennedy, Johnson, Nixon, Carter, Reagan, Bush, and Clinton (e.g., with regard to education, civil rights, economic policy, environmental policy).



	Note to teacher
	This lesson is intended as a review, as well as preparation for today’s worksheet: Domestic Policy Since World War II.


	Theodore Roosevelt
	Roosevelt, Theodore - president of the U.S. from 1901 to 1909.  Roosevelt is famous as the first president to challenge the power of the industrial giants, and was nicknamed the “trust buster.” 

    Roosevelt came from a wealthy New York family.  As a young man, he devoted himself to outdoor activities and exercise to overcome a sickly physical condition.  He went into law, then politics, and became a leader of Republicans in New York state.  He made a name for himself as a reformer who opposed the frequently corrupt “political machine” politics common in the late 1800s. 

    When the Spanish-American War broke out in 1898, Roosevelt formed a volunteer unit called the Rough Riders.  The unit had only a minor role in the fighting in Cuba, but Roosevelt’s style of flamboyant leadership made him something of a legend.  Back in New York, Roosevelt was elected governor.  He was elected vice-president in 1900, and became president when William McKinley was assassinated in 1901. 

    As president, Roosevelt moved to expand the federal government’s power to take steps against corporations that had formed into trusts and other forms of monopoly.  He revived the almost-forgotten Sherman Anti-Trust Act, and brought suit against several dozen corporations. 

    In another action, he got involved in the bitter United Mine Workers strike of 1902.  His action to force the mine owners to reach a compromise with the union was the first time a president used his power on behalf of workers in a labor dispute. 

    Roosevelt used a proverb to illustrate his approach to foreign affairs:  “Speak softly and carry a big stick.”  In order to get control of land the U.S. needed to build the Panama Canal, he openly encouraged a revolt by Panamanians from Colombia, which was stalling the project.  His “big stick” in this case consisted of American warships sent to the region as a quiet but effective show of force. 

    Roosevelt had made a promise not to seek another term, and stepped down in 1909 after helping his vice-president, William Taft, win the White House.  Differences between the men led Roosevelt to challenge Taft for the Republican nomination in 1912.  Roosevelt was unable to win the nomination, however, and decided to run as the nominee of the Progressive Party.  The party platform was notable for its call for sweeping reforms in America, including proposals to create new government regulations to protect workers. 

    Democrat Woodrow Wilson won the three-way contest.  Theodore Roosevelt died in 1919.

	William Taft
	The 2nd “Progressive President.”

	Woodrow Wilson
	Wilson, Woodrow - president from 1913 to 1921, he brought America into World War One and proposed the formation of the League of Nations when the war ended.  Wilson was born in Virginia, the son of a Presbyterian minister, and showed though his life and presidency a strong sense of justice and duty to humanity. 

    Much of his life was spent in academic circles, and he became president of Princeton University in 1902.  He became involved in politics as a reform-minded Democrat, and won the three-way race for president in 1912. 

    Many of the reform efforts Wilson supported involved money and big business.  He pushed for creation of the Federal Reserve System to bring the nation’s money supply and banking system under better control.  He supported the creation of a new income tax, which shifted more of the tax burden onto wealthier Americans.  He also supported creation of the Federal Trade Commission, which had the power to investigate wrong doing by big corporations. 

    Wilson hoped to keep America out of World War One as that deadly struggle began in 1914.  But continued attacks on passenger ships by German U-Boats (submarines) convinced him to ask for a declaration of war in 1917.  American soldiers fresh from training arrived to boost the nearly exhausted troops of the Allies, and helped defeat Germany on the battlefields of northern France. 

    At the peace conference, Wilson came with his Fourteen Points plan to help eliminate the causes that had led to the war in the first place.  These included an end to secret treaties and a reduction of military forces.  

    The last point called for creation of a League of Nations.  But many leaders in the U.S. Senate opposed involving America in the proposed League, and argued that America should keep its traditional policy of steering clear of involvement in European affairs. 

    Wilson was determined to fight for approval of the League, but had a stroke and became partially paralyzed while touring the country to win support for the plan.  The Senate never approved the treaty containing the League of Nations, and signed a separate peace treaty with Germany in 1921.  Wilson died that same year.

	Warren Harding
	

	Calvin Coolidge
	

	Herbert Hoover
	Hoover, Herbert - the president of the U.S. when the Great Depression hit in 1930.  Hoover’s inability to solve the economic crisis brought the resentment of angry citizens who lost jobs and homes.  His name was adapted to create the term “Hoovervilles” for the shanty towns of unemployed people that sprang up outside many cities.  Pants pockets turned inside-out were termed “Hoover flags.” 

    In fact, President Hoover did try to address the causes of the depression, mainly through programs to help businesses get back on their feet.  This, Hoover and many other leaders felt, would create jobs and end the crisis.  Hoover believed that getting the federal government directly involved in relief efforts for individuals would send the wrong message. 

    Hoover was defeated in the 1932 election by the Democratic Party candidate, Franklin D. Roosevelt, who promised new policies and said that the government had a “duty to see that no citizen shall starve.”

	Franklin Roosevelt
	Roosevelt, Franklin Delano - president of the U.S. during the Great Depression and most of World War Two.  Through the creation of the New Deal agencies and programs like Social Security, FDR brought about sweeping changes in the role of the federal government in American life that are still felt today. 

    FDR began his career in New York state politics in 1910.  In spite of an attack of polio that left him with braces on his legs, he was elected governor of New York in 1928.  As the Great Depression began, he led the creation of relief programs for people in that state hit with job loss. 

    His willingness to try such measures was a big factor in his election in 1932 as president.  He promised a “New Deal” to address the problems of soaring unemployment and factory closings.  Once in office, he set to work creating an “alphabet soup” of agencies like the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) and Public Works Administration (PWA) to create jobs and boost the economy. 

    During this time, the “fire side chats” he delivered to the people by radio helped calm the fear that gripped much of America.  His wife, Eleanor, became famous for traveling the country to see the conditions that resulted from the depression.  Her role as a politically active First Lady inspired a generation of young women. 

    As Germany’s power grew under Adolf Hitler and the Nazi government, Roosevelt watched and spoke of keeping Americans out of war.  But when the Second World War began in 1939, he pushed for aid to England.  With the attack on Pearl Harbor, FDR assumed a key leadership role with the heads of the other Allied nations, including England’s Winston Churchill.  Roosevelt was elected to a fourth term in 1945, but died in April of that year.

	Harry Truman
	Truman, Harry S. - president of the U.S. as World War Two ended.  Truman, who came to office on the death of Franklin D. Roosevelt in 1945, made the decision to drop the atomic bomb on Japan. 

    After the war, he put forth what became known as the “Truman Doctrine.”  This policy declared that the U.S. would come to the aid of nations threatened by communist takeover.  As such, it was an example of America’s policy of containment of communism. 

    One example of Truman’s commitment to support free governments came in Berlin in 1948.  The capital city, like Germany itself, had been divided into four zones, each under the control of one of the major Allied powers involved in World War Two.  While most of the Allies wanted to see Germany restored to independence, Russia wanted to keep its section under communist control.  It decided to block all highways into Berlin, which was located in their section. 

    Truman ordered an airlift of food and supplies into the city.  The Berlin Airlift continued night and day for ten months.  Finally, the Russians backed down, although they continued to control East Germany and part of Berlin for another 40 years. 

    Truman also supported the decision of the United Nations to come to the aid of South Korea when it was attacked by North Korea in 1950.  The stalemate that developed hurt Truman politically, however, and he did not seek reelection in 1952. 

    In the U.S., Truman proposed new civil rights laws to help African - Americans, and called for other progressive measures like government supported medical insurance.  Most of these efforts were blocked by Congress, but many became law in later years.

	Dwight Eisenhower
	Eisenhower, Dwight D. - president of the U.S. from 1953 to 1961, a period of prosperity in America but also a period marked with the international tensions of the Cold War. 

    Eisenhower had risen rapidly as an army officer during World War Two, and was the commander of Allied forces in Europe at the time of the D-Day landings and the liberation of France.  He left active duty after the war, and became the Republican candidate for president in 1952.  His easy-going, friendly and somewhat conservative spirit was a good fit for the times, and he easily won reelection in 1956. 

    Conflicts created by the Cold War took much of his attention.  He helped negotiate peace in the Korean War in 1953, and he expanded American alliances with countries in other parts of the world to help stop the spread of communism. 

    At home, a big issue was the Civil Rights movement that grew after the Supreme Court ruled segregated public schools illegal in 1954.  When the governor of Arkansas tried to defy the ruling in 1957, the president sent in federal troops to escort African-American students into a previously all-white school in Little Rock. 

    Eisenhower is often remembered today for his warning about what he called “the military-industrial complex.”  He argued in a famous speech that the great size of the military and military-related corporations posed a possible danger for America’s political system.  The danger could only be avoided, he said, if citizens made it a point to be well-informed about issues involving these groups. 



	John Kennedy
	Kennedy, John F. - the president from 1961 to 1963 who championed the cause of civil rights and set a goal of landing an American astronaut on the moon.  His years in office are often recalled by his supporters as a kind of golden era of idealism and change in American life.  He was assassinated in Dallas, Texas, in 1963. 

    Kennedy came from a wealthy Boston family, and served terms in both houses of Congress.  His race for the presidency is remembered for a series of televised debates with the Republican nominee, Richard Nixon.  Kennedy’s youthful look and polished image helped swing many voters to his Democratic Party ticket.  He became the first Catholic elected to the White House. 

    In office, Kennedy’s biggest crisis was dealing with the Soviet Union’s attempt to place nuclear missiles in Cuba.  Kennedy ordered a blockade around the island, and Russia agreed to withdraw the weapons. 

    JFK is remembered as the president who launched the Peace Corps, a program in which American volunteers went overseas to help people in underdeveloped areas of the world.  Yet he also expanded American involvement in the Vietnam War by sending thousands of advisors to help the South Vietnamese military. 

    Kennedy moved cautiously on civil rights at first, but took steps to fight discrimination in housing.  He proposed the law that later became the Civil Rights Act of 1964, which generally prohibited discrimination in public places. 

    Kennedy’s death shocked the nation deeply.  An official investigation concluded that the gunman acted alone, but the motive remains a mystery. 

King, Jr., Rev. Martin Luther - the most famous leader of

	Lyndon Johnson
	Johnson, Lyndon  - the president from 1963 to 1969 who called for a “War on Poverty,” but found his political career ruined by his policies in the Vietnam War. 

    Johnson, a Texan, was John F. Kennedy’s vice-president, and was sworn into office after Kennedy’s assassination in Dallas.  He continued Kennedy’s push for racial justice, and won support in Congress for the Civil Rights Act of 1964. 

    Johnson won reelection that year, and won approval of a bold set of social welfare programs under the name “The Great Society.”  These greatly expanded federal spending for public housing, medical care for the poor and elderly, and education for the disadvantaged.  He also pressed for approval of a federal law designed to protect the voting rights of blacks. 

    In Vietnam, Johnson attempted to negotiate peace terms, but underestimated the determination of the North Vietnamese communists.  He pressed for a great expansion of American forces in the war, and began bombing attacks in an attempt to force a settlement. 

    As the war grew, however, so did protests by Americans.  As the 1968 election approached, Johnson announced that he would not seek another term.  The election was won by a Republican, Richard Nixon.

	Richard Nixon
	Nixon, Richard - the Republican president elected in 1968 who pledged to bring more “law and order” to America in the turbulent decade of the 1960s.  His presidency ended in 1974, however, when he resigned rather than face impeachment in the Watergate scandal. 

    Nixon had been vice-president in the 1950s under Dwight D. Eisenhower, and had run unsuccessfully against John F. Kennedy in 1960.  His political career was revived as the Democratic party split apart over the Vietnam War in 1968. 

    Nixon promised to end the war “with peace and honor,” a resolution that certainly appealed to most Americans.  Once in office, however, he found that such an end would not be easily achieved.  As the conflict dragged on, anti-war protests on college campuses grew more common and violent.  Much of the anger of draft-age students turned to rage against Nixon himself as the president. 

    Rising crime, especially in cities, was another challenge of the times.  Nixon called for a “war against crime,” and said the “first civil right” was the right of citizens to be free of violence in their neighborhoods.  Crime rates, unfortunately, continued to rise. 

    Another crisis in the Nixon years was the Arab Oil Embargo in 1973.  Arab nations in the Middle East stopped shipments of crude oil to the U.S. in a blatant attempt to force America to end its support of Israel.  The U.S. refused to be bullied, and was forced to deal with shortages of gasoline and higher prices. 

    A highlight of the Nixon years was his successful effort to reduce tensions with China and the Soviet Union.  Even his critics applauded these steps, which greatly reduced the always present danger of a nuclear war. 

    Nixon won reelection to a second term in 1972.  But the Watergate scandal (see entry) ended his presidency, and he left the White House in disgrace.  He recovered at least his reputation for a wide knowledge of international politics, and his advice was sought on such matters by later presidents.

	Gerald Ford
	Ford, Gerald - the vice-president who became president in 1974 when Richard Nixon resigned over the Watergate scandal.  Ford had a reputation as a solid and respected Republican, and did much to reassure the country that the American system of government would survive the scandal. 

    Much controversy surrounded Ford’s decision to issue a full pardon for the former president, however.  He said the pardon would allow the country to move ahead, and was not part of any “deal.”  Still, many critics said the pardon short-circuited the judicial process. 

    Ford was re-nominated by the Republicans in the 1976 election, but lost to Democrat Jimmy Carter.



	Jimmy Carter
	Carter, Jimmy - the one-time peanut farmer and former Navy officer from Georgia who was elected president in 1976.  He made human rights and the nation’s energy supply key topics of his administration.  This Democrat served only one term before losing the 1980 election to Republican challenger Ronald Reagan. 

    Carter and his wife Rosalyn were both from a rural background and projected a sense of decency and old-time values that had a great appeal after the turbulence of the 1960s and early 1970s.  These values led Carter to push for cuts in U.S. aid to Latin American countries known for abusive actions against their citizens.  Carter also criticized Russia for its abuse of human rights and imprisonment of dissidents. 

    One of Carter’s greatest achievements came from his efforts to bring Egyptian and Israeli leaders to Washington for peace talks.  The negotiations resulted in a historic peace treaty, called the Camp David Accords after the presidential vacation spot in Maryland where the talks were held. 

    In America, however, Carter was unable to find a solution to serious economic problems.  Inflation of prices was lowering the buying power of wages, and high interest rates made it difficult for home buyers to afford loans.  Business growth stagnated. 

    Events in the Middle East also hurt Carter’s presidency.  Militant religious extremists in Iran took more than 50 Americans hostage in 1979.  Efforts to negotiate their release and an airborne military rescue attempt all failed.  Televised news scenes of Iranians shouting “Death to America” continued month after month as the 1980 presidential election approached. 

    Carter lost his reelection bid, but even after leaving the White House remained visible in various causes devoted to peace and justice.

	Ronald Reagan
	Reagan, Ronald - the Republican president from 1981 to 1989 who led what is sometimes called “the conservative revolution” in national politics. 

    Reagan had been a movie actor for much of his early career before entering politics and winning election as governor of California in 1966.  In 1980, he ran against Jimmy Carter, and attracted many voters who felt the Democratic president was indecisive. 

    Reagan projected a kind of patriotic confidence in America and its future that had fallen somewhat out of style after the Vietnam War and Watergate.  He said America needed first of all to get business growing again, by reducing taxes and excessive government regulations.  These policies were often called “Reaganomics” (see entry). 

    Reagan also called for cuts to many welfare programs, claiming that they were not effective, and were even encouraging people to stay on welfare rolls rather than get jobs.  A growing economy with good jobs, he said, was the best way to help poor people. 

    Congress approved many of the new proposals.  The country slipped into a recession in 1982, but the next year, a recovery was underway.  The economy grew steadily throughout the rest of his two terms. 

    Reagan felt the U.S. should stand firm in its opposition to communism.  Signs were already evident that the standard of living in communist nations was falling far behind that in the U.S. and other free nations.  He won from Congress a plan to strengthen the U.S. military, including money for the so-called “Star Wars Defense” (see entry). 

    In 1986, Reagan met with the Russian leader, Mikhail Gorbachev, to discuss reducing nuclear arms.  They also discussed Gorbachev’s attempts to move Russia to a more open society with free speech and other rights.  Reagan welcomed the new climate, confident that the obvious success of America and other democratic nations would eventually draw Russia away from its failed system of communism. 

    Reagan finished his second term in 1989, having helped his vice-president, George Bush, win the 1988 election.  Reagan had not radically cut the size of the federal government, as some of his supporters had hoped he would do.  But he had created an important shift in political thought and government policy that had long-lasting effects.

	George H.W. Bush (Sr.)
	Bush, George H. W. - the president elected in 1988 who rose to the top job after serving as vice-president under Ronald Reagan.  He served one term. 

    Bush is best known for his leadership during Operation Desert Storm, the military strike to free Kuwait.  That small but oil-rich nation in the Middle East was attacked and occupied by Iraq in 1990.  Bush assembled a coalition of 25 nations committed to help restore freedom.  His popularity ratings soared as Iraqi forces were quickly pushed out of Kuwait. 

    The Republican president stumbled on the issue of taxes and the national debt, however.  After a pledge of “no new taxes,” he agreed to a compromise with Democrats in Congress to raise some new taxes to avoid creating even greater federal debts.  But his switch of position cost him some credibility with voters.  A downturn in the economy also helped bring victory to the Democratic challenger, Bill Clinton, in 1992.

	Bill Clinton
	Clinton, Bill - the Democratic president elected in 1992 who called for a “redesign” of government, then became involved in a scandalous affair that nearly cost him the White House in his second term. 

    Clinton came of age during the 1960s, and was inspired by the idealism of that era.  He spoke of himself as a “New Democrat.”  By that, he meant that he embraced the traditional Democratic concern for the underprivileged, but was also aware that the government could not solve every problem by itself. 

    The mix was not always easy to maintain.  He joined the call for welfare reform long supported by Republicans, for example, but resisted supporting real change until it was nearly forced upon him by Congress. 

    Especially controversial was a plan he and his wife, Hillary, supported to create a national health care system.  Old-line Democrats had long sought such a system, in which the government would manage or provide most health care.  But many critics pointed to the serious problems government run health systems were having in other countries, such as England.  In the end, the proposal was not supported by Congress, and died. 

    In his second term, news surfaced that the president had engaged in a relationship with a young woman working at the White House, Monica Lewinsky.  Clinton denied the allegations, as he had other claims of a similar nature that had surfaced before.  When the truth of the charges became clear, Republicans in Congress attempted to remove his from office.  The attempt failed, but left Clinton’s credibility badly shaken.

	George W. Bush (Jr.)
	Bush, George W. - elected president in 2000, he is the son of President George H.W. Bush and is a former governor of Texas.  

    The presidential election was so close that the Supreme Court was called upon to decide how certain ballots cast in Florida should be counted. 

    The threat of terrorism was the first major challenge for the new president.  His firm but steady reaction to the attacks on Sept. 11, 2001 against the World Trade Center and the Pentagon won him wide respect.  The Bush administration quickly enlisted the support of many other nations in a military action in Afghanistan to capture or destroy groups that had aided the attackers.  

    At home, President Bush pushed for a reorganization of various federal offices under a new Department of Homeland Security.  The nation began planning for the possibility of even larger terrorist attacks against the U.S. by followers of Osama bin Laden.  

     The president's decision to send troops to the Middle East in a showdown with the Iraqi dictator Saddam Hussein, however, brought some criticism from those who hoped war could be avoided.  

	Barack Obama
	

	Today’s worksheet
	Today’s worksheet: 

· Domestic Policy Since World War II




STAR Review

Congratulations! You have now covered all the standards for 11th grade U.S. History. 

If you haven’t yet taken the STAR test, we will spend the next few lessons reviewing for it. 
Use the material on the following pages to review for the STAR test. Your teacher will explain any specific expectations that he or she may have. 
After the STAR test, we will continue with our study of U.S. History into the 21st century. 

STAR Review: The Gilded Age
	1 
	The Civil War left the South devastated, but it gave a big boost to the North and the West. In the Gilded Age business and industry grew to a size and power that rivaled the government itself. Men like Andrew Carnegie (in the steel business) and John D. Rockefeller (in the oil business) were at the head of this trend. The companies they created, and others like them, made great advances in technology and efficiency. But some, like the Standard Oil trust, organized whole industries in ways designed to restrict or eliminate competition.



	2 
	Cities continued growing rapidly. By 1900 many had electric trolley systems and large downtown department stores. The first steel framed “skyscrapers” were being built in Chicago. New inventions like the telephone and Thomas Edison’s electric light bulb were developed. Books, magazines, and newspapers spread much more widely. Sports like baseball, boxing, and bicycling captured the interest of millions.



	3 
	Gilded Age cities held sharp contrasts. Rich business owners built extravagant mansions, but the lower classes lived in overcrowded tenement buildings. Big-city “political machines” gave some small help to the poor in return for their votes at election time. But those who ran the political machines often grew wealthy through various forms of graft and even outright theft. New York City’s Boss Tweed is often ranked as the best example of such crooks.



	4 
	A few new laws tried to deal with problems that appeared in the Gilded Age. The Sherman Antitrust Act was passed by Congress to try to control the trusts. New York City passed laws to improve tenement buildings. But the “get ahead, go ahead” attitude toward business made such laws hard to enforce. There was a related attitude of “rugged individualism”: determination and hard work would get you ahead, so if you stayed poor, it was our own fault. Labor unions objected to that view of poverty. They blamed poverty mainly on employers’ greed, and organized strikes for better pay and working conditions. The American Federation of Labor, a nation-wide union led by Samuel Gompers, was formed in these years.



	5 
	This era is also remembered for the Wild West. Railroads were spreading after the Civil War, and the first transcontinental railroad was completed in 1869. But was another set of tracks reaching into Kansas that solved a big problem for ranchers in Texas. Now, cowboys could round up Texas Longhorns and move them up the Chisholm Trail to the rail like at Abilene, Kansas. From there, railroads carried the cattle for sale in cities like St. Louis and Chicago. New trails and new “cow towns” like Dodge City were soon growing.



	6 
	Mining and lumbering also drew many people to the West. But farmland was the biggest draw of all. The Homestead Act passed by Congress gave 160 acres in the West to anyone who would settle there and farm the land. Many tried and gave up. Others, however, stayed and slowly claimed the countryside with the help of the new barbed wire fences.



	7 
	As more people moved west, Indians already living there were forced to move to reservations. Settlers feared attacks by the Indians. Indians resented the constant cheating by dishonest government agents. 



	8 
	Indians fought the plan to restrict them to reservations. The vast numbers of settlers and soldiers, and the destruction of the wild buffalo hers, soon overwhelmed them. One of the most famous incidents in the Indian Wars was Custer’s Last Stand. But that Indian victory in what is now Montana was the exception to the pattern. Eventually Congress developed a plan to dissolve the tribes and “Americanize” the Indians. This policy was put forth in the Dawes Act (1887), but it failed miserably. Most Indians did not wish to lose their tribal identity, and resisted the efforts to make them do so. 



	9 
	Immigrants were another part of the Gilded Age story. After 1880 many more were arriving from Eastern And Southern European countries. They found opportunity, sometimes also resentment from the native-born, who feared the cultural changes the newcomers might bring. Still, Ellis Island became famous as the first stop for millions of New Americans. 



	10 
	By 1900 America had grown well beyond its shores with the addition of Alaska and Hawaii. It fought to help Cuba free itself from Spain in the Spanish-American War. With victory in that conflict, the U.S. took control of Puerto Rico and the Philippines from Spain.



	11 
	At home, inventors were tinkering with early automobiles. Women, led by Susan B. Anthony, were pushing hard for the right to vote. Women like Jane Addams also led the attack on social problems, often focusing their efforts on city slums. Journalists—both men and women—were exposing the problems of the era in newspapers and magazines. A new movement called Populism was organizing farmers and workers into the National People’s (or Populist) Party. It didn’t last long, but it promoted many reforms that later became law, such ash the eight hour work day and the secret ballot. The century ended with the hopeful expectation that America’s growing pains, while very real would be cured.




STAR Review: 1900s: The Progressive Era

	1 
	As 1900 rolled around America was becoming a world power. In the Spanish American War (1898) our country helped liberate Cuba from Spain, and took control of Puerto Rico and the Philippines. The term “imperialism” describes the relationship that followed. We kept control of these islands partly to help them, but also to benefit ourselves for trade. Critics called it “un-American.” Many other nations around the world were making similar grabs for distant lands in order to build or expand empires.



	2 
	Theodore Roosevelt became president in 1901. He believed America had a big role to play in the world, and should not avoid it. One good example is the Panama Canal, begun in 1904. Many people there wanted the canal, but some other nations in the region felt America had bullied the project through.



	3 
	Theodore Roosevelt was also a great supporter of conservation measures designed to protect natural resources for future generations. He pushed for more wildlife sanctuaries, protected large areas of forests, and added a number of new national parks.



	4 
	Many people including Roosevelt believed that reforms to help “the average guy” were badly needed because of the changes that had been occurring in America. This attitude was expressed in the Progressive movement. Journalists called muckrakers kept attention on the issues of Progressivism. They took photographs and wrote about problems like child labor, sweatshops, and the life of the poor in big cities. They exposed the ways big city bosses still controlled many American cities. They also wrote about unsafe practices in the food industry, and the danger of many medicines. Upton Sinclair’s famous book The Jungle is the best known example. It helped win Roosevelt’s support for the proposed Pure Food and Drug Act and the Meat Inspection Act, which were passed in 1906.



	5 
	Roosevelt felt the power of the federal government had to grow to match the power of big business. He became known as the “trust buster” because of his efforts to stop abusive trusts and monopolies. His administration sued in the courts to break up dozens of giant companies controlling oil, beef, sugar, steel, and other products. He also pushed to give the Interstate Commerce Commission more power to regulate businesses that operated across state lines, such as the railroads. (Still businesses faced nothing like the extensive safety and labor regulations that common today in America).



	6 
	One reason the Progressive movement was so successful was that it had broad appeal to middle class Americans, not just the working classes and farmers. Many feared that if reforms were not made to improve life for workers, voters might turn instead to the ideas of socialism. Socialists like Eugene Debs said the government should take over the factories and railroads, and operate them for everyone’s benefit. Socialists did help push many ideas of the Progressive movement forward. But the vast majority of Americans wanted to get ahead in the existing system of capitalism and free enterprise, not replace it. They wanted reform, not revolution.



	7 
	The Progressive movement did not instantly solve all of America’s problems. But it proved that the American system of government could respond to modern problems affecting ordinary citizens. (Compare this to Russia, where the Tsar’s refusal to make any reforms was already leading to a violent revolution). The Progressive movement was not just part of national politics, however. At the local level, reform-minded mayors in many cities worked to improve schools, parks, and water systems. Many state governments were passing laws to restrict child labor, and many set up workmen’s compensation systems to help support people injured on the job.



	8 
	The main engine of growth and change in America, however, was not the government, but private industry and private individuals. Two bicycle mechanics from Ohio, William and Orville Wright, went to the windy dunes of North Carolina to prove they could fly! The automobile, especially the Model T developed by Henry Ford, began changing the look of America in this decade. Ford soon achieved mass production of cars on moving assembly lines. He later pushed the idea of paying workers higher wages to give them a decent life and keep them productive.



	9 
	Many working class Americans did share some of the growing prosperity of this era. But for many others, work conditions were bad, the hours long, and pay rates low. Labor unions like the United Mine Workers and labor leaders like Mother Jones continued fighting against excessive work hours and child labor. Black leaders, including W.E.B. Du Bois, organized the NAACP to fight racial discrimination. Success for most of these efforts was many years away, and for millions of people the American Dream seemed distant and impossible to attain. Still there was widespread confidence that progress for the common man was being made in America. The long lines on Ellis Island proved that millions of immigrants from other countries agreed.



	10 
	Roosevelt helped his fellow Republican, William Taft, win the White House in the 1908 election, but was not satisfied with the job he did. In 1912 he ran as the candidate of a new political party, the Progressive Party (also called the Bull Moose Party), but the three-way split gave the election to Woodrow Wilson, a Democrat.




STAR Review: 1910s: World War One

	1 
	This decade opened with the optimistic spirit set by the Progressive movement the previous decade. But people might well have taken the sinking of the unsinkable Titanic, a floating symbol of modern industrial progress, as a warning to beware. 



	2 
	In 1912 Woodrow Wilson was elected president. He agreed with the Progressives on many issues of the day. For example he pushed for creation of the Federal Trade Commission. It had the power to investigate crooked dealings by businesses and take action against them. A new law called the Clayton Act was a strong legal weapon against businesses that tried to form monopolies. It also set up the first solid legal protection for labor unions. Public anger over a fire that killed more than a hundred women and girls at the Triangle Shirtwaist Company in New York City (1911) helped create public support for new laws designed to protect workers.



	3 
	The nation’s money and banking system was greatly improved with the creation of the 

Federal Reserve System. Also in this decade, a federal income tax system was created by Congress. That helped the working class by shifting a larger share of the nations’ tax burden to people with higher incomes.



	4 
	World War One in Europe broke out in 1914. It was caused by a number of factors. Most of the countries of Europe were competing with each other for power. They had entered into various alliances with each other for self-protection. The big nations were all armed to the teeth. Many military leaders, especially in Germany, were eager for any kind of a fight that might help them expand their territory. 



	5 
	The spark to ignite the war flashed when a Serbian assassinated the heir to the throne of Austria-Hungary. The complicated web of treaties and alliances in Europe led one country after another to gear up for war. Germany moved first, marching across Belgium to attack France. Germany became head of the Central Powers. This group also included Austria-Hungary, Bulgaria, and Turkey (at that time, part of the Ottoman Empire).



	6 
	On the other side were the Allied Powers: England, France, Russia, and Italy. Many Americans wanted to stay out of the fight. This attitude is usually called isolationism. But submarine attacks on ships like the Lusitania by German U-Boats angered many, and helped sway public opinion. America entered the war in 1917 on the Allied side.



	7 
	Suddenly, anti-German feelings exploded nationwide. As the war fever grew, Congress passed the Espionage Act and the Sedition Act to stop critics of the war from agitating against the American involvement. There were objections that the laws violated the right of free speech guaranteed by the Constitution, but hundreds of Americans were arrested and jailed none the less. Socialists and radical labor leaders were often singled out as targets, since many of them criticized the war as a creation of big businesses interested only in profits.



	8 
	Submarines, machine guns, tanks, poison gas, trench warfare, and airplanes mad this war especially brutal. The incredible death and destruction shook the traditional social order of Europe. It also broke the confidence that reason and technology would bring only progress for mankind. People later said this was “the end of innocence” for the human race.



	9 
	The most extreme example of the breakup of the old order came in Russia. The Bolsheviks, a communist group, seized power in the chaotic conditions there during the war. The communists killed the Tsar and his family, and ended the absolute rule of the old aristocratic class. Socialists everywhere cheered the Revolution and its leader Lenin. They hoped communism (a form of socialism) would point the way to a great future for mankind without impoverished working classes and warfare. Few guessed how quickly the new Communist Party government would become an oppressive and brutal dictatorship.



	10 
	America sent about two million troops to the war. By the end of 1918, Germany asked for an armistice (a cease-fire) to end the fighting. The peace treaty was negotiated at Versailles, outside Paris. President Wilson came with his Fourteen Points plan, which he felt would create a stable peace. It was designed to settle boundary disputes and eliminate some of the problems that had led to the war in the3 first place. For example it called for an end to secret treaties. It also called for a general reduction in each nation’s armaments.



	11 
	The 14th Point in the plan called for creation of a League of Nations to settle future international disputes before they became wars. But Americans, by now sick of the troubles of Europe, would not support the idea. The U.S. Senate voted to reject the treaty and prevented America from joining the League of Nations.



	12 
	In a move that proved a big mistake, the Allies demanded that Germany accept total responsibility for causing the war, and make a ‘pay back” through reparations payments. The payments and debt made it difficult for Germany to get back to a normal economy after the war. The poverty that resulted and resentment over the peace treaty, helped thugs like Nazi leader Adolf Hitler rise to power. The stage was set for another World War just twenty years later. 




STAR Review: 1920s: The Roaring Twenties

	1 
	World War I devastated Europe, but America thrived in the decade after the surrender of Germany. For a great many Americans, the future seemed bright. Cities and wealth were growing. Airplanes in the sky, radio broadcasting, and Hollywood films in the theaters were just some of the signs that a new age had indeed arrives. 



	2 
	The Women’s Suffrage movement achieved its goal when the “new woman” got the right to vote in 1920. Social expectations still divided jobs into some proper for women, and some not. But women were increasingly found in business offices, and Amelia Earhart showed that women were ready to break traditional barriers. The flapper became one symbol of the times, with short bobbed hair and a new style of clothing her mother probably didn’t approve of.



	3 
	Not everyone was happy with the arrival of new ideas, new styles, and other changes in American life. Margaret Sanger, a nurse and social reformer, was actually jailed in New York City for her campaign to make birth control information more available. The sensational trial of John Scopes drew even wider attention. He broke a state law in Tennessee that prohibited the teaching of evolution in public schools. The case revealed a deep split between people with traditional religious beliefs and those who embraced different views.



	4 
	People with religious and traditional views were certainly the main force behind another famous aspect of the decade. In 1920s America outlawed alcohol. But all during the years of Prohibition, bootleggers kept an illegal supply going. Gangsters like al Capone were soon prospering. Speakeasies were clubs where alcohol was served in spite of the laws, thanks to payoffs to the police. A bottle of booze became, for some young people, a sign of being sophisticated. Many people became convinced that the new law actually made alcohol more destructive to society than it was when it was legal. Prohibition was repealed 13 years later the same way it began, with a constitutional amendment.



	5 
	Black Americans in the South began moving to the North in great numbers during World War One. This trend, called the Great Migration, continued in the 1920s. They went to take jobs in factories in cities like Chicago and Detroit. A new music called jazz spread with them. New York City’s neighborhood called Harlem became a center of African-American literature, music, dance, and painting. This “rebirth” of African-American culture came to be known as the Harlem Renaissance. But shocking cases of lynchings of blacks and the reappearance of the Ku Klux Klan demonstrated the sad state of race relations nationwide. A spirit of intolerance often extended to immigrants as well, especially those involved in labor union activities.



	6 
	The automobile, now being produced by the millions on assembly lines, became a key force shaping American social and economic life in the 1920s. By the middle of the decade the average family owned a car. Roads were steadily improved, and many businesses related to automobiles and tourism began growing rapidly.



	7 
	In this decade silent movies were replaced by the “talkies” out of Hollywood as new sound-on-film technology was developed. Sports figures like baseball’s Babe Ruth and daring aviators like Charles Lindbergh also captured the public imagination. The age of the celebrity had begun.



	8 
	The high life of the rich could be followed by the envious reader in daily newspapers. But writers like F. Scott Fitzgerald criticized the times in books like The Great Gatsby. Americans, he suggested, were fast losing their character and values in a never-ending chase after status, wealth, and glamour.



	9 
	In 1929, the Roaring Twenties came crashing down. Business had been growing, and stock market prices had been rising for years. Many investors, eager to jump on the wagon, were even borrowing money to buy stocks. As prices rose, more buyers wanted a piece of the action. Prices continued to shoot up beyond any reasonable value.



	10 
	In fact, the economy was not as good as it seemed. Farmers, using tractors and reapers, were producing plenty of food. But they were growing more than they could sell, and prices were slumping. Factories were turning out plenty of things to buy. But the nation’s consumers, as a whole, did not have enough income to buy all that the nation’s factories could produce. Most working class people, for example, were still poorly paid and had little purchasing power. There were other troublesome economic signs as well. 



	11 
	High tariffs passed by Congress in these years hurt international trade. European countries, still trying to recover from World War I, had very little money to buy American products. In addition, many American banks had loaned money recklessly.



	12 
	Suddenly the bubble burst, as a growing number of people decided to get their money out of the stock market. Soon there were more sellers than buyers, and prices slipped. Once the fall started, everyone wanted out. The market crashed as fearful stock owners tried to sell at any price. As a result of the Stock Market Crash, many people saw a lifetime of saving (and even borrowed money) wiped out in days. It was a dark ending to a decade in which everything had seemed possible.




STAR Review: 1930s: The Great Depression

	1 
	The Stock Market Crash in 1929 was not the only cause of the Great Depression. Mechanization of farms and factories had been throwing people out of work. Improved production led farms and factories to produce more than consumers as a group could afford to buy. A depression easily starts when farms and factories can’t sell what they produce. Soon there are layoffs and falling prices, but as people lose their jobs, they buy even less.



	2 
	The Great Depression was a terrible blow to American pride. In every big city tense of thousands of people were unemployed, while many factories sat idle. Many people waited in relief lines for a bowl of soup, while grain elevators overflowed. 

Thousands of banks failed, and many people’s life savings were wiped out. The American economic system, capitalism, seemed to have hit a dead end. As if things weren’t bad enough already, a drought stuck and turned Oklahoma and many neighboring states into a “Dust Bowl.” The plight of farmers there was portrayed in a famous book (and movie) titled The Grapes of Wrath. 



	3 
	By 1932 about one quarter of the nation’s workers had no job. President Herbert Hoover tried bailing out banks and industries with federal loans. But he wanted to avoid involving the federal government in direct help for individual citizens. That, he feared, would represent a dangerous change in American ideas about the proper role of the government.



	4 
	Franklin Delano Roosevelt promised in the 1932 elections to give a “New Deal” to Americans. Once elected, he was willing to try anything that might help, starting with federal relief money for desperate families. He launched the Civilian Conservation Corps to give jobs to unemployed young men, mostly working in parks or on soil conservation projects. The Public Works Administration put people to work building bridges, hospitals, and airports. Roosevelt hoped such projects and their huge payrolls would get money circulating and boost the economy. (This approach is often called “pump-priming”).



	5 
	One of Roosevelt’s first steps, however, was to close all banks briefly until they proved they were financially stable. Better banking regulations were created to protect deposits and stop the financial panics that were causing bank runs.



	6 
	Roosevelt tried to deal with the basic causes of the depression as well. The Agriculture Adjustment Act paid farmers to leave some land idle, so the price of farm products would back up enough to give farmers a reasonable profit. The National Recovery Administration created a program that brought together manufacturers to agree on reasonable production levels, prices, working hours, and wages. (Some anti-trust laws had to be suspended to permit these agreements). The goal was to break up the pattern of over0-production by industry that resulted in low profits, low wages, and layoffs of workers.



	7 
	Later New Deal programs included the Social Security Act, which created pensions for retired workers as well as payments to support widowed spouses and their children. Another important reform was the Fair Labor Standards Act, which set up the first national minimum wage.



	8 
	Critics said FDR’s policies were “socialistic,” and gave far too much power to the federal government. Two New Deal programs were, in fact, declared unconstitutional by the Supreme Court. And while he helped restore confidence in the economy, the depression did not quickly end. It took World War Two to accomplish that. The New Deal did, however, greatly expand both the size of the federal government and the roles it played in American life. These years mark the start in America of what usually called a “welfare state,” that is a country in which the government takes on a major responsibility for planning and promoting the welfare of citizens.



	9 
	Fortunately, the vast majority of Americans avoided extreme ideas of the sort that led to dictatorships in some European countries. Russia had Stalin as a communist dictator in these years. Germany and Italy both developed fascism, a brutal system that glorifies war and aggression. It helped that America’s economy was not a complete disaster, in spite of the depression. Many people and businesses actually did well in this period. Labor unions, helped by a new federal law, fought for and won a bigger place in mines, steel mills, and auto plants. It was a great decade for Hollywood, and films like The Wizard of Oz expressed the hope that a brighter future would arrive, with American values still intact.



	10 
	By the time FDR was re-elected in 1936, serious trouble was brewing around the world. Adolf Hitler and his Nazi party had risen to power in Germany. The dictator Benito Mussolini ruled Italy. Other European leaders followed a policy of appeasement, rather than making a stand against the rising tide of the fascist dictators. In 1937 Japan invaded China.



	11 
	Americans watched, but most were reluctant to do anything that might involve the country in another war. Congress even passed several Neutrality Acts to try to keep from being dragged in the conflicts. Then, in 1939, Germany invaded Poland, and World War Two began. The president had once warned, “This generation of Americans has a rendezvous with Destiny.” Now, the shape of Destiny was becoming visible.




STAR Review 1940s: World War Two
	1 
	By 1940 Germany, Italy, and Japan—the Axis Powers—had already attacked neighboring countries. In June of that year France fell to the German “blitzkrieg” method of lightning fast attack. Hitler next turned waves of German airplanes against England in the Battle of Britain. Prime Minister Winston Churchill rallied British spirits with his stirring declarations that England would never surrender. President Franklin Roosevelt watched the aggression of the Axis powers with alarm, but most Americans were not yet ready to joint the fight. He did, however, push Congress to approve the Lend-Lease program, which sent desperately needed weapons and supplies to England and Russia.



	2 
	When Japan attacked the U.S. naval base at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, in December 1941, America entered the war. Getting supplies to the other Allies was now critical. Long convoys of ships continued crossing the Atlantic, always in danger of German U-boat attacks. In a move that would later be heavily criticized, Japanese-Americans on the West Coast were removed and confined to internment camps as possible security risks.



	3 
	Roosevelt knew that victory would depend on out-producing the enemy. Thousands of factories were converted to make weapons. A system of rationing with coupons was started to conserve oil, food, and other products, and make sure everyone got a fair share of what was available. Scientists and engineers went to work to develop or improve radar, aircraft design, and the super-secret atomic bomb. Women took many jobs held by men before the war, and even joined special military units like the Women’s Army Corps.



	4 
	Germany’s grip on Europe was too strong to attack immediately. To buy time, American and British forces fist attacked Germans holding North Africa in 1942. Russians held their battle lines against the German invasion with almost unbelievable courage. 



	5 
	The assault on Hitler’s empire began with massive troop landings on the shores of Normandy in France on D-Day—June 6, 1944. After liberating France, the American and other Allied soldiers fought on toward Germany. As the Western Allied armies advanced into Germany early in 1945, the true horror of Nazi concentration camps like Dachau was exposed. Russians advancing against Germany from the east through Poland found more proof of the Holocaust in Nazi death camps like Auschwitz.



	6 
	Berlin, the German capital, fell to Russian troops in April 1945. Hitler killed himself. (Mussolini was captured by Italian freedom fighters and shot). The fight against the Japanese empire in the Pacific began even before Germany fell, in the islands and seas near Australia. Japan’s area of control was slowly pushed back in brutal battles closer and closer to Japan itself.



	7 
	FDR died during the war, in April of 1945. That was when President Harry Truman learned of the Manhattan Project. A few months later, Truman made the decision to use the newly developed atomic bomb against Japan. They surrendered after Hiroshima and Nagasaki were completely destroyed that August with the deadly weapon. Truman said he made the decision to save both American and Japanese lives, since a conventional assault n Japan could have killed a million people. America occupied Japan and put a democratic constitution into effect.



	8 
	America also helped Europe get back on its feet with extensive financial help under the Marshall plan. This help was offered regardless of which side a nation fought on during the war. By the early 1950s most of Western Europe was flourishing again.



	9 
	Russia had fought alongside the other Allies, but the terrible war losses only hardened that country’s view that it would be safest to keep control over the countries of Eastern Europe. Russia forced these nations, including Poland and the eastern part of Germany, to form communist governments. American leaders hoped to limit the further spread o communism with a policy called “containment.” Many European nations, now as fearful Russia as they had been of Germany, joined with America in a defense alliance called NATO. The new world struggle called the Cold War, would last until 1990.



	10 
	Back in America, fear of Russia’s intentions created a “Red scare” and led to some controversial laws and accusations against suspected communists. But the years after 1945 were mostly good ones. Returning soldiers came back to a hero’s welcome. The G.I. Bill paid their tuition to college or technical school, and helped veterans get loans for buying homes. Factories converted back to making cars and refrigerators instead of tanks and bombs. “Rosie the Riveter” went home, eager to start a family, but aware of new possibilities in herself.



	11 
	The war against Hitler’s racist system helped America declare its ideals more clearly than ever. One result was that people were more willing to confront racism in our own society. In 1947 Jackie Robinson broke the color line in professional baseball. In 1948 President Truman issued an order calling for racial equality in the armed forces. Years of struggles were still ahead in the long fight for the civil rights of African-Americans, but now there could be no turning back.




STAR Review: 1950s: Post-War Prosperity

	
	The end of World War Two in 1945 left America with a much larger federal government, and clearly in the position of world leader. It also left the Soviet Union in a good position to spread its political/economic system of communism. Few doubted that it intended to do so.



	
	China and North Korea became communist after the war ended. In 1950 North Korea invaded South Korea. The U.S. and the United Nations sent troops to help South Korea defend itself. The Korean War was one hot spot in the “Cold War,” the common term for the struggle between Russia and the United States for dominance in the decades after 1945.



	
	One aspect of the struggle surfaced in a scare that communists secretly help positions in the U.S. government. Senator Joseph McCarthy created a climate of fear and suspicion for several years with such claims. His accusations were eventually exposed as wildly exaggerated. The term “McCarthyism” grew to describe his tactic of making accusations without real evidence.



	
	During this decade great social changes were underway in America. One sign was the spread of huge new suburban housing tracts like one in Levittown, New York. Millions of young married couples were starting families in the years after World War Two. (Their children would later be called the baby boom generation). Some people complained that life in the suburbs was dull, and put too much emphasis on conformity. A popular song complained of houses and people that “all look just the same.” But for most families a new home in the new suburbs seemed a big step up in the American Dream. 



	
	The work place was also changing. The white collar office worker became much more commonplace as big corporations continued to grow. With names like IBM, GM, and AT&T, the corporations of the 1950s produced and managed a vast expansion of wealth in America. The hard times of the Great Depression and the war years were almost forgotten. “Keeping up with the Joneses” next door became the challenge for many people. Economic growth and strong labor unions helped boost even most factory workers into the solid middle class. 



	
	But the spread of the middle class lifestyle only highlighted the fact that most black Americans were outside the doors of opportunity. Americans had helped defeat a monstrous system in Europe that preached racial superiority. How, many people asked themselves, could America continue to allow racial segregation here? But it was here, as “Whites Only” signs and segregated schools made obvious. In this decade the Civil Rights movement geared up to directly challenge this widely accepted pattern.



	
	Some victories came in the courts, such as the case of Brown v. Board or Education of Topeka, Kansas, in 1954. This Supreme Court decision declared segregated public schools illegal. Other victories came as courageous Southern blacks, including women like Rosa Parks, refused to continue taking seats “in the back of the bus.”



	
	Most whites knew segregation wasn’t right. But many feared that racial integration would bring crime to their neighborhoods and trouble to schools. Cultural differences expressed in behavior and lifestyle meant every step carried the risk of misunderstanding and resentment.



	
	Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. emerged as a leader by using the tactics of non-violent civil disobedience to appeal to white citizens’ sense of the American ideals of justice and equality. Many whites supported the movement. Many others, however, resisted integration and claimed that the federal government had no right to force the issue. Some turned to hate and violence, as was seen in the integration of a high school in Little Rock, Arkansas. President Dwight D. Eisenhower showed he would use troops if necessary to enforce the law. Some schools were integrated, but resistance in many areas often delayed the effort well into the 1960s.



	
	These were also years of great scientific and medical advances. UNIVAC, an early digital computer made for business use, became a familiar name. A vaccine to stop polio was developed. But the launch in Russia of Sputnik, the fist space satellite, caused America embarrassment. Rivalry with the Soviet Union intensified. Schools beefed up instruction in math and science, and education generally became a bigger priority. The space race was on, alongside a far more dangerous arms race. The hydrogen bomb was one of the frightening new atomic weapons that could e hurled across the world on jet bombers, and later, on rockets called Intercontinental Ballistic Missiles.



	
	Through it all, the great new entertainer was television. It soon revealed its potential as a creative medium, but also found criticism as a “vast wasteland” of mediocre programs. Popular music was also changing. A new style called rock and roll grew very popular as the first of the baby-boomers reached their teenage years. Its best known performer in this decade was Elvis Presley.




STAR Review: 1960s: New Frontiers

	1 
	As the 1960s began, two big issues were facing America: first, the Cold War policy of containment of communism, and second, the Civil Rights movement here at home. 



	2 
	John F. Kennedy, a Democrat, was elected in 1960. He projected an image that appealed to many Americans: youthful, educated, and idealistic. He called on Americans to pursue causes like racial equality and world peace. Many Americans responded by joining the Peace Core. But events in this decade proved that peace and equality were goals which would not be easy to achieve.  



	3 
	Cuba was the first big problem for JFK. Revolutionaries led by Fidel Castro, a communist, had taken over the island. The Soviet Union soon built nuclear missile launchers in Cuba. In response, Kennedy ordered American ships to form a blockade around the island to stop any new missiles from being brought in. There was widespread fear that the Cuban Missile Crisis would trigger a nuclear war, but Russia backed down.



	4 
	In another Cold War action, Kennedy sent a much larger number of military advisors to South Vietnam. The government there was desperately trying to fight off communist revolutionaries (the Viet Cong) backed by North Vietnam. It was a step that seemed to commit the U.S. to even greater involvement as things steadily got worse.



	5 
	Kennedy was assassinated in Dallas, Texas, in 1963. Lyndon Johnson became president. He, too, was concerned with issues of civil rights and poverty. He proposed that Americans fight what he called a War on Poverty to build “The Great Society.” His proposals led to a big expansion of government social programs. More money went into public housing projects, for example, ad education programs for the poor were expanded.



	6 
	President Johnson also pushed Congress for approval of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. That law is important because it generally prohibits discrimination based on race, color, religion, or sex. A year later he won passage of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, an important new law designed to protect black citizens’ voting rights.



	7 
	But the growing war in Vietnam demanded more of the nation’s attention and money. Johnson sent more troops to support South Vietnam. The total reached half a million. He ordered bombing attacks on military targets in North Vietnam itself in 19645. He hoped the attacks would force leaders there to negotiate an end to the war. But critics in America denounced the new strategy and said it was only making the war more deadly than before.



	8 
	Meanwhile, a number of social issues were boiling in America. Riots broke out in black neighborhoods in a number of large cities by the mid-1960s. The Black Power movement, led by people like Malcolm X, pushed a message of black pride and even separatism. Some in the movement were rejecting older civil rights leaders like Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr., who had struggled to bring blacks and whites together. King had inspired many Americans with his “I Have a Dream” speech, delivered at the March on Washington, but the dream still seemed very far away.  


	9 
	Another big issue was Women’s Liberation. Its leaders, including Betty Friedan, called for an end to the customs and attitudes that still restricted them from some jobs, or set a double standard for behavior. The newly developed birth control pill and the mini-skirt became symbols of new attitudes toward sexuality. Some voices were asking what would happen as out-of-wedlock births, divorce, and fatherless homes increase, but few wanted to hear the answers.



	10 
	In this decade the baby boom generation reached high school and college age. This large group of young people born after WWII tilted American culture in many ways. The wild hair, clothing, and music of the Hippie movement reflected this. Young people poured energy into many other aspects of the era, including the sexual revolution, drug use, and the anti-war movement. Parents often struggled to understand why their children seemed in open rebellion to society, when society had given them more advantages than any previous generation. On their side of the generation gap, many young people talked and sang songs about an America that seemed to fall short of its ideals.



	11 
	By the late 1960s opposition to the Vietnam War had grown so strong that President Johnson decided not to seek re-election. Many Americans felt society was spinning out of control, especially after the assassinations in 1968 of Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. and political candidate Robert Kennedy. Richard Nixon, a Republican who promised more emphasis on “law and order,” won the 1968 election.



	12 
	One pause in this turbulent but exciting time came as America landed astronauts on the moon in 1969. Neil Armstrong became the first man to leave a footprint on lunar soil. People around the world watched the Apollo 11 mission on television, and Americans celebrated their pride as one nation. 



	13 
	But as the decade drew to a close, the shouts of the many groups seeking to reshape American society showed conflict was going to stay on the American agenda. No end to the Vietnam war was in sight, and opponents of America’s involvement were becoming more vocal than ever in their protests.




STAR Review: 1970s: The Watergate Scandal

	1 
	As the 1970s began, the key issue was the continuing war in Vietnam. President Richard Nixon had pledged to end it quickly. But he wanted to avoid an outright defeat for America. He pushed for a process that he called Vietnamization of the war, which meant turning the3 fighting back over to the South Vietnamese themselves. Meanwhile, anger over the situation was rapidly growing across America. Mass demonstrations against the war were held in Washington and on many college campuses.



	2 
	Nixon felt the protests in America were only encouraging communist North Vietnam to keep their attacks on South Vietnam. He and his supporters wanted to discredit the anti-war movement. Among other things, a group of Nixon supporters broke into the Washington offices of the Democratic Party in the Watergate building. They intended to place “bugs” (illegal listening devices) on the office telephones. They also wanted to search the office files for documents that might embarrass or discredit the Democrats, who generally opposed Nixon’s policies in Vietnam.



	3 
	But the break-in was discovered. Nixon denied any connection to the incident itself, but investigators turned up convincing evidence that he tried to cover up the crime, and had lied about it to the American people. Congress was soon moving to impeach the president. Rather than face that possibility, he resigned. Vice President Gerald Ford became president, and issued a pardon that protected Nixon from prosecution.



	4 
	But the break-in was discovered. Nixon denied any connection to the incident itself, but investigators turned up convincing evidence that he tried to cover up the crime, and had lied about it to the American people. Congress was soon moving to impeach the president. Rather than face that possibility, he resigned. Vice President Gerald Ford became president, and issued a pardon that protected Nixon from prosecution.



	5 
	In 1973, as the Watergate scandal was still unfolding, America pulled the last of its troops out of Vietnam. But a shaky cease-fire that had been negotiated did not last long. The North Vietnamese army pushed into Saigon and forcibly reunited the country in 1975. Thousands of Vietnamese risked their lives and fled in overcrowded boats rather than stay under the rule of the communist government. May eventually settled in the U.S.



	6 
	There were other important developments in this decade. In 1970 the first Earth Day was organized. People became more aware of the dangers of air and water pollution. The Environmental Protection Agency was created to establish new federal regulations to protect the public. The nation’s rivers looked cleaner and smelled better as thousands of sewage treatment plants were upgraded to new EPA standards. Work also began to identify and clean up dump sites where toxic chemical waste had been buried underground or simply abandoned in old factories.



	7 
	President Jimmy Carter, who held office in the late 1970s, was especially concerned about the future energy supply. Oil producing countries in the Middle East had formed a group called OPEC, and conspired to raise the price of oil sharply. This increased the price of countless products based on oil, causing severe inflation. Some people said that expanding nuclear energy would solve the problem. But an accident at the Three Mile Island reactor in Pennsylvania convinced many Americans that nuclear power was just too dangerous. Alternative energy sources like solar power and wind power were explored, but no good solution was found to end our dependence on foreign oil.



	8 
	The nation celebrated its 200th birthday—The Bicentennial—in 1976. Americans had plenty to celebrate. Vast social changes had been made to improve race relations, help the poor, improve education, and protect the environment. A president had resigned in a scandal, yet the government changed leaders peacefully. Most Americans felt special pride as they gathered for that year’s July 4th festivities.



	9 
	But America also faced serious challenges. Violent crime and illegal drug use were growing dramatically in many areas. Factories were closing down at an alarming rate as imported cars and other products from overseas grew popular with American shoppers. The Supreme Court decision legalizing abortion (Roe v. Wade) created sharp divisions of public opinion. Many city residents, white and black, were becoming fed up with urban problems and moved out to the suburbs. This trend, sometimes called ‘white flight,” left American cities with a shrinking middle class and a shrinking tax base.



	10 
	The international situation was mixed. Early in the decade President Nixon pushed successfully for improved relations with Russia and China. President Carter helped persuade Israel and Egypt to sign a historic peace treaty. Even so, the Middle East remained a tinderbox of conflict between Israel and many of the Arab nations. In 1979 a revolution in Iran resulted in an international crisis as America diplomats stationed there were held hostage for more than a year.



	11 
	President Carter, a Democrat, was dealing with tat crisis as he began his re-election Campaign. But many Americans were increasingly troubled by the country’s lengthening list of problems. Republican candidate Ronal Reagan argued that a new approach was needed. He called for tax reductions to promote the growth of businesses jobs. He said America needed to take a more forceful stand to protect America n interests around the world. It was a message that carried him to the White House as the leader of what some called “the conservative revolution.”


STAR Review: 1980s: The Reagan Years

	1 
	As Ronald Reagan wound up his challenge for the White House in 1980, he had good reason to hope for victory. The economy was stalled. Inflation was running more than 10 percent a year, reducing the purchasing power of people’s wages and savings. Interest rates for bank loans and unemployment figures were both high. On top of it all, many of the big American corporations were moving their factories to other countries where labor costs were lower. Voters were open to new ideas.



	2 
	Some Democrats argued that America’s days of rapid economic growth were over. They said federal government policies should mainly concentrate on making everyone’s share of the pie more equal. Reagan, a Republican, said growth was stalled because the government had already become too big and interfered too much in the economy. High taxes and excessive regulations, he argued, were killing the incentive to start new businesses. Reagan also said the great expansion of government social programs had created a “welfare trap” that often kept the poor in a life of dependency. Business growth (which creates jobs) would give better opportunities to people of all income levels, he argued.



	3 
	Reagan’s ideas represented a shift away from the views widely held by liberals since the days of Franklin Roosevelt’s New Deal programs. The “conservative revolution” of Reagan and his supporters carried a majority of voters on Election Day.



	4 
	Once in office, Reagan pushed for a 30 percent cut in the federal income tax rate. This was balanced in part by reducing the budgets of many federally financed social programs. He and his supporters in Congress said the programs were doing very little to actually help the needy, and were just supporting a large government bureaucracy. Most Democrats criticized the Reagan cuts (often called Reaganomics) as “cold hearted.”



	5 
	The economy did improve dramatically during Reagan’s two terms, in part thanks to tax cuts and other pro-business measures. And in spite of budget reductions, the most important social welfare programs remained in place.



	6 
	Controversy also surrounded Reagan’s strategic Defense Initiative, sometimes called the Star Wars Defense system. The proposal to create an advanced system of defense against Russian nuclear missiles was criticized by some as technologically impossible. Research and design work began. But the project was dropped, mainly because the Soviet Union and its communist system collapsed as the decade ended. (More than 20 years later, the idea was revived as Americans responded to the rising threat of world-wide terrorism).



	7 
	In Central America, Reagan’s belief in a strong stand against communism was also evident. In both El Salvador and Nicaragua, uprisings against unpopular and abusive governments were spreading. But Reagan believed it was safer in the long run to push for reform of existing governments, rather than risk a victory by revolutionaries with communist leanings. The fighting in Central America sent tens of thousands of refugees from that region to America.



	8 
	Technology continued changing America in the 1980s. The success of the Space Shuttle was clear sign of American leadership in high-tech industries. Computers became chap enough that small businesses and ordinary people began buying them by the millions.



	9 
	The American economy was shifting to what experts called a new “post-industrial” pattern. Knowledge was becoming the key ingredient in the economy, not coal or iron ore or steel mills. Another trend was the increasingly global economy created by world-wide trade. Bothe these trends created many opportunities, but sometimes eliminated jobs as older factories closed or laid off workers. Still, “entrepreneur” became a familiar word in this decade for people who started new businesses and who sometimes grew very wealthy in the process. Computer wizard Bill Gates is one famous example.



	10 
	By the end of his second term even his critics were admitting that Reagan had given back to America a more optimistic spirit. But opponents were happy to point out that one of his campaign promises, to reduce the federal debt, had not been kept. Another concern, especially in cities, was a rise in the number of homeless people.



	11 
	In the 1988 elections Democrats challenged Reagan’s vice-president, George H.W. Bush, for the White House was little-known candidate. The strength of the Reagan presidency helped Bush easily win the election.



	12 
	Soon, however, the biggest political news was out of Russia. That nation, far behind the free nations economically, was beginning attempts to reorganize itself. Within two years the communists were forced out of power in Russia, and the Soviet Union itself was breaking apart. For decades Americans had lived under threat of nuclear war, and had sacrificed lives and fortunes in places like Korea, Vietnam, and Central America in the struggle to contain communism. Almost overnight, the cold War ended. American even began discussing ways to help Russia get on her feet as a free society. An era was passing, and now the biggest threat to Americans seemed to be a strange new disease called AIDS, not international politics.




STAR Review: 1990s: The Cold War Ends
	1 
	Looking over newspaper headlines, most Americans would probably rank 1990 a very good year. The Cold War ended as communist leaders lost their grip on the Soviet Union. The struggle had been a dark streak running through American life for more than forty years. McCarthyism, the arms race, fallout shelters, Vietnam—they were all a part of it. Now, incredibly, the Russians were admitting openly that communism had led them not to a workers’ paradise, but into poverty and oppression.



	2 
	The collapse of the Soviet Union and communism had an enormous impact on America. American armed forces were told to begin cutting back, as the old enemy began acting more like a friend. Politicians including President George H.W. Bush began talking about the “Peace Dividend,” that is, the money that could be switched from defense needs to help solve other problems.



	3 
	Another sign of the change came as American troops moved into the Middle East to free Kuwait in early 1991, after it was invaded by Iraq. In earlier times Russia would have played its hand against America’s intervention. Now it cooperated with the multi-national effort of Operation Desert Storm. The American-led military action was a big success. But some people grumbled that the whole affair seemed more about oil than liberty. Kuwait, quickly freed, was still no democracy.



	4 
	Overall, Desert Storm and the changed in Russia seemed to most citizens a sign of the strength of America’s basic principles. Ye as the 1992 presidential campaign got underway, it was clear that beyond the basics there was considerable disagreement. Conservatives claimed America’s culture was rapidly falling apart. They pointed to the growth of violence, the spread of single parent families, and young people unwilling or unable to take responsible roles in society. Liberals saw the same problems, but claimed they were evidence of racism, sexism, or lack of opportunity for the poor. 



	5 
	Race and ethnicity remained troublesome issues. African-Americans had successfully moved into the highest levels of society. Virginia, once part of the old Confederacy, had elected a black governor. But in Los Angeles a deadly riot erupted when police accused of brutality during the arrest of a speeding black motorist named Rodney King were declared “not guilty” by a mostly white jury. Race relations were also strained by complaints that affirmative action programs designed to help minorities amounted to “reverse discrimination” against whites.



	6 
	At the same time other ethnic groups, especially Hispanics, were becoming more prominent parts of the American picture. As a union leader, Cesar Chavez became famous for his work to improve conditions for Hispanic farm workers. Big city school districts struggled to cope with children speaking dozens of languages. Some leaders argued that America should simply embrace the new spirit of “multiculturalism.” Others, however, warned that without a common culture and language shared by all Americans, the country would fall apart in endless squabbling among different groups.



	7 
	Many of these issues became part of the 1992 election. Democrat Bill Clinton, a former governor of Arkansas, won the White House. He had come of age during the turbulent 1960s and embraced many of the liberal views that had grown in that era.



	8 
	President Clinton and his wife, Hillary, were eager to create a National Health Care system. Canada, England, and a number of other countries had such plans in place for years. The proposal would put the federal government in charge of providing medical care to all. The idea was very attractive to the millions of Americans who could not afford the cost of health insurance. But critics said turning over control of the nation’s hospitals and doctors to the federal government would result in lower quality medical care for everyone. The plan was defeated by Congress.



	9 
	The 1994 election tipped both houses of Congress to Republican majorities for the first time in many years. It seemed a clear signal that the shift to more conservative views that started in the 1980s was still very much alive. Welfare reform was one result. Congress wrote, and the president approved, changed that allowed states to set time limits and work requirements for welfare recipients. Budge compromises were also reached to bring federal spending in better balance with the government’s income from taxes. A rapidly growing economy in the last half of this decade helped bring success to both these efforts.



	10 
	President Clinton was reelected in 1996, keeping the White House in the hands of Democrats. Before the decade was over, however, the president was impeached when allegations were made of personal misconduct involving a young woman working at the White House. The president was convicted by the Senate of some charges related to the scandal. But the Senate voted against removing Clinton from office. As the Monica Lewinsky scandal faded from headlines, most Americans were thankful that the nation was ending the decade on a prosperous and mostly peaceful note.
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