1.1 Three Branches of Government


The Three Branches of Government
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	What is this Building?


	Who works here?
	What do they do?
	Which branch of government?
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	Congress, also known as the legislature.


	They legislate.

They make new laws.
	the legislative branch

	White House
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	The president and his administration (staff).
	They execute the government’s plan.

They manage the work of the government.
	the executive branch

	Supreme Court
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	The 9 Justices of the Supreme Court


	They reach judicial decisions.

They evaluate and interpret laws and decide if any laws have been broken.
	the judicial branch


Congress (Legislative Branch)
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Congress is located in the Capitol building, which sits on Capitol Hill, in Washington, D.C. The Capitol building is easily recognized by its large, central dome. The Capitol building has two large rooms, called “houses” or “chambers.” These rooms are where legislators meet to make new laws.
	The “lower house” = House of Representatives = 435 members

Members of the House of Representatives are called representatives or congresspersons.* Representatives serve for a term of two years.

Representation in the House of Representatives is proportional. This means that states with large populations get more representatives (and thus more votes) than states with small populations. We call this proportional representation.




	The “upper house” = The Senate = 100 members

Members of the Senate are called senators. Senators serve for a term of six years.

Representation in the Senate is equal. This means that every state gets the same number of senators. (Each state gets two senators; 50 states x 2 senators each = 100 senators total). We call this equal representation.




*The term congressman, congresswoman, or congressperson technically refers to either a member of the House of Representatives or a member of the Senate, since both houses are part of Congress. In common usage, however, the term congressperson refers to a member of the House of Representatives, since members of the senate are called “senators.”

The term “representative” can be equally ambiguous, since technically, senators are also representatives. The context of the word will usually tell you whether the speaker is referring to a member of the House (of Representatives) or to a member of Congress in general.

The White House (Executive Branch)
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	Front View
	Back View (Rose Garden)


The Executive Branch consists of the president, vice president, the president’s cabinet (advisors), and the rest of his administration (staff).

The president is also known as the chief executive and the commander in chief.

The president is elected for a term of four years. He may then be re-elected for another four years.

The president’s job is to manage the government and command the armed forces.

The Supreme Court (Judicial Branch)
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	Supreme Court Building


The Supreme Court is the nation’s highest court. There are nine judges on the Supreme Court. These judges are called Justices.

The Justices of the Supreme Court are appointed by the president. They can keep their job for the rest of their lives, if they want.

1.2 Religious Dissenters Move to America – (Reading)
For 1200 years, Roman Catholicism (the branch of Christianity that follows the pope in Rome) was the only religion in Western Europe. In those days, Western Europe was called Christendom, and the Roman Catholic Church
 was simply called “the Church.”

In 1517, a Catholic monk called Martin Luther
 tried to reform the Church. He started his reform movement with a simple act of protest: He nailed a long essay (his Ninety Five Theses) to the door of a Wittenberg Chapel, a Catholic church in Germany. This simple act of protest created quite a stir, and soon led to the creation of many new churches—meaning many new forms of Christianity. Many of these churches had very little in common, except for the fact that all of them emerged from this new religious movement that began as a protest against the pope. For this reason, we call these churches Protestant Churches, or Protestant Christianity
.

In 1534, King Henry VIII of England made his own contribution to this new religious movement. His reasons were rather selfish. He wanted a divorce, but the Pope wouldn’t grant him one—so Henry broke with the Church in Rome and created his own church, which he called the Church of England
. (The Church of England is also known as the Anglican Church). Conveniently, Henry declared himself the head of this new church, and he promptly granted himself the divorce which he wanted.

The new Church of England was not very different from the old Roman Catholic Church. Sure, the church now had a new name, and now the monarch (not the pope) had the last say in matters concerning religion. But still, the beliefs, rituals and practices of the Church of England remained almost identical to those of the Catholic Church.

This left many Britons feeling unsatisfied. Some people—radical Protestant groups like the Puritans
 and the Quakers
—thought that the new Church of England was not protestant enough. They wanted a simpler, more austere version of Christianity, without all the pageantry and rituals of the old Catholic church. Meanwhile, some Catholics remained loyal to the religion of their birth—and that meant remaining loyal to the pope in Rome. They did not accept that an English monarch had the right to declare himself the head of his own church.

What followed was many years of religious strife. Some British monarchs tried to enforce new laws which stated that all British citizens must be loyal members of the Church of England. Dissenters
—including both Puritans and Catholics—were beaten, imprisoned, and killed. (Dissenters are people who disagree with an official policy or belief). As religious oppression in England grew worse during the late 1600s, a growing number of British citizens, facing religious persecution at home, decided to attempt the dangerous journey to America.

Puritans, Quakers, and Catholics

Have you ever noticed how much a child is like its parents, even long after he or she is grown up? Similarly, America’s character can be traced back to the first settlers who moved here from Great Britain. In particular, three groups of religious dissenters—Puritans, Quakers, and Catholics—had a profound and lasting effect on American life and culture.

The Puritans were English men and women who disagreed with some of the ideas of the Church of England, especially its elaborate ceremonies and decorations. They wanted to “purify” the Church—and because of this, they were often considered troublemakers in England. The first Puritans who settled in America were called “Pilgrims.” A decade later, in 1630, a larger group arrived and established the colony of Massachusetts.
Puritans wanted religious freedom, but only for themselves. They had no tolerance for anyone with different religious views. They watched each other closely for sinful behavior, and were quick to whip, jail, banish, or even hang anyone who did not conform to their beliefs. In 1692, following a wave of hysterical accusations, 12 Puritan men and women were hanged for allegedly practicing witchcraft—an incident known as the Salem Witch Trials. It is little wonder that the Puritans have a reputation for being strict, religious, and not much fun.

But Puritans were also inventive, proud, and honest. Since the ability to read the Bible was so important to them, Puritans began the first public schools and the first college (Harvard) in the colonies. Another trait that helped them survive was their strong work ethic—their willingness to work very hard. For Puritans, hard work was “godly,” almost like a form of worship. Even today, the people of Massachusetts and other New England colonies are known for their Puritan work ethic
.

Another group of religious “misfits” were called Quakers. (The proper name for this group is the Society of Friends, but they were commonly called “Quakers” because of the way that they “quaked” or “shaked” with emotion during religious services). This group, like the Puritans, saw their colony as a kind of “holy experiment” to build a good society. But the Quakers had a very different religion than the Puritans. Each person, they felt, was guided by an “inner light.” There was no need for the church to rigidly control its members. They believed in the freedom to worship God in one’s own way. They also believed that everyone was equal in the sight of God, and they rejected distinctions of social class. They refused to fight in wars, and are known for their early opposition to slavery.
The leader of this group was William Penn
, a wealthy aristocrat who came to America in 1682 and founded the colony of “Pennsylvania” (named after his father). Penn invited to the new colony people of all religious beliefs and national origins. Indians, he insisted, were to be treated fairly. Philadelphia
 was the main city. (The name means “City of brotherly Love.”) The colony was very successful, and the Scotch-Irish and Germans flocked there in large numbers. As so many different groups arrived, Quaker beliefs were not always followed. Even so, Pennsylvania set a pattern for a pluralistic
 or open society
 that accepted people of different views and national origins. It is certainly no accident that the Declaration of Independence was written in the city of Pennsylvania many years later. By the late colonial era it had become the largest and most prosperous of the colonial cities.
Catholics also had a role in shaping America. Ever since King Henry VIII left the Roman Catholic Church and formed the Church of England, a Protestant church, Catholics in England were frequently harassed. Lord Baltimore
 organized an expedition to create Maryland as a safe haven (place) for Catholics. Protestants were welcome too, and an early law called the Tolerance Act
  provided for freedom of worship, which all Americans enjoy today.

1.1 Religious Dissenters Move to America—(Do Now)
Year: _____________________

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


1.2 Religious Dissenters Move to America – (Notes)

Key Points

· Puritans settled in Massachusetts.
· Quakers settled in Pennsylvania.

· Catholics settled in Maryland.
Top of Form

		Name ________________________      Date ________________


	

	
USA 001.2 Religious Dissenters 


1.

The Church of England is also called the

2.

This religious group founded Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, the "City of Brotherly Love."

3.

This colony was founded by Lord Baltimore as a safe haven for Catholics.

4.

The earliest settlers of Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, and Maryland were mostly of what national origin?

5.

This colony was established by Puritans.

6.

True or False: Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, and Maryland were settled mainly by religious dissenters.

9.

This religious group established the colony of Massachusetts.

7.

This colony was founded by William Penn, a wealthy Quaker.

8.

The Maryland colony had a large percentage of which religious group?




Bottom of Form

1.3 The Enlightenment (Reading A)
In medieval times, in Europe, the final word in almost every situation was the Christian Bible. Since peasants couldn’t read the Bible (it was in Latin), the word of God was passed to them from powerful figures: priests, kings, and lords. These rulers weren’t elected. They also exploited peasants for enormous economic gain and then sent them off to fight and die in wars, all in the name of God. Most people just followed the rules and didn’t ask questions. There was no democracy. The people had little voice.

Then came the Age of the Enlightenment
 (also known as the Age of Reason).  Some people started asking some big questions: Does God really exist? Is it true that some men were born to be rulers, while others were born to be slaves? To answer these questions, Enlightenment thinkers used reason instead of faith.
One of the most influential Enlightenment thinkers was an Englishman called John Locke
. Locke criticized the traditional idea that kings rule by “divine right.” Instead, he said, all men have “natural rights
” (such as the right to own property), and the job of the government is to protect these rights. He called this a “social contract
” between the rulers and the people.

Furthermore, he said that if a government does not serve the people, the people should rebel.
These ideas were radical and new—and not always well received in the kingdoms of Europe. But when these ideas spread to Britain’s colonies in America, many people here were willing to consider them seriously. Without King George breathing down their necks, Americans had always had more opportunities to think creatively about the best form of government.
Not all Enlightenment ideas were “new.” Some, in fact, were quite old. For example, the idea called “democracy” originated in the ancient Greek city-state of Athens. In those days, the people of Athens ruled themselves by electing leaders and voting on important issues. The ancient Romans also practiced a form of democracy—called representative democracy. In this form of democracy, the people elect representatives to make decisions for them.

Enlightenment thinkers in America—men like Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin, and George Washington—were convinced that democracy was the most “logical” form of government, and so, when they finally got a chance to create a brand new country—the United States—they decided to base it on democratic principles. It was a daring thing to do.
Remember, in the 1700s, not a single country in the whole world that was a democracy
 or a republic
 (a country where people “rule themselves” by voting for their leaders). That is why the United States is sometimes called “an experiment in democracy.”

Many of the ideas that our country is based on—freedom, equality, democracy, and rights—can be traced directly to the Enlightenment. If these ideas seem simple and obvious to us today, it just goes to show how influential the Enlightenment was in changing the way we see the world. The United States owes a special debt to the Enlightenment, because without the Enlightenment, there almost certainly would not have been a United States.
1.3 The Great Awakening—(Reading B)
Not all Americans were swept up by the Age of Reason. In the 1730s, thousands of ordinary citizens experienced strongly emotional “born again” experiences, usually after attending a religious meeting called a “revival
.” (The term “revival” also refers to the broader phenomenon—a marked increase in religious feelings throughout the entire country). The religious revival of the 1730s and 1740s is called “The Great Awakening
.”

Before the Great Awakening, most “old-school” preachers simply lectured to their audience in a dry and boring way. In comparison, Great Awakening preachers were exciting. The most famous preachers of this era were Jonathan Edwards
 and George Whitefield
. Apparently Whitefield could throw an audience into a “paroxysm” just by the way he pronounced the word “Mesopotamia.” And a leading Shakespearean actor of the day once said that he would give 20 guineas if only he could say “Oh” the way Whitefield did.

Most American colonists had never heard this emotional style of preaching before, and they responded with passion and enthusiasm. According to one contemporary account, at one meeting “the people were exceedingly moved, crying out in great numbers” and “there were some instances of persons lying in a trance, remaining for perhaps a whole 24 hours motionless, and a great deal of caution and pains were found necessary to keep the people, many of them, from running wild.” Such antics were not always met with approval by “old-school” religious leaders, many of whom found such behavior scandalous.

Although the Great Awakening was a reaction against the Enlightenment, it was also a long term cause of the Revolution. Before, ministers represented an upper class of sorts. But the ministers of the Great Awakening were not always ordained, and their popularity helped to break down respect for established churches. The new faiths that emerged were much more democratic in their approach. The overall message was one of greater equality. The Great Awakening was also a "national" occurrence. It was the first major event that all the colonies could share, helping to break down differences between them.  There was no such episode in England, further highlighting variances between Americans and their cousins across the sea.
1.3 The Enlightenment and the First Great Awakening—(Do Now)
Date: __________________________
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


1.3 The Enlightenment and the First Great Awakening—(Notes)
Key Points:

· The Enlightenment was a movement which emphasized reason (as opposed to faith). It encouraged people to “think for themselves” instead of believing everything that the bible (or a priest) might tell them.  It also caused people to question the traditional “divine right” of kings. These ideas spread to the American colonies, and greatly influenced the leaders of the Revolution.  Many Enlightenment ideas are contained in America’s founding documents—the Declaration of Independence and the U.S. Constitution.

· The Great Awakening was a religious movement which created and spread new denominations and congregations in the colonies, and this growing diversity promoted the idea of religious tolerance. Some historians believe that the challenge of the new churches to the traditional churches also served as a “practice run” for the political challenge colonists would later mount against the British government.
Top of Form

		Name ________________________      Date ________________


	

	

USA 001.3 Enlightenment & Great Awakening 


1.

This term refers to a form of government in which people elect their leaders and abide by majority vote.

2.

This word means "a government where the leaders are elected by the people."

3.

This word means essentially the same thing as "republic."

4.

This term refers to a form of government in which people elect their leaders and abide by majority rule.

5.

This word comes from the Greek word for "the people." It has come to mean a form of government where people vote for their leaders.

6.

This word means essentially the same thing as "democracy."

7.

A form of government in which citizens have the right to vote and to select their leaders is called a

8.

During the Enlightenment, philosophers believed that the most important thing was

[image: image10.wmf]
reason (thinking logically)

[image: image11.wmf]
faith (believing whatever the Bible says)

9..

The Enlightenment was a movement which emphasized

[image: image12.wmf]
reason and the scientific method

[image: image13.wmf]
faith and the teachings of the Church

[image: image14.wmf]
obedience to the king or queen

10.

This term means the same thing as "The Enlightenment."

11.

What form of government does the United States have?

12.

Ancient Greece has become a symbol of what political system?




Bottom of Form

2.1 The Declaration of Independence
In 1775, a group of influential colonists met in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, to discuss the future of the thirteen colonies
. By 1776, the members of this “congress” (meeting) were convinced that the colonies must break away from England
 and become independent states. (A “state” is a country with an independent government; the words “state” and “country” are often used interchangeably). But how should the colonies let their intentions be known? The members selected Thomas Jefferson
 to draft (write) a “Declaration of Independence
.”
Jefferson locked himself in a room for 17 days, writing on a special desk he had designed. In writing the document, he was heavily inspired by the ideas of the Enlightenment.

Below are the opening lines of the Declaration of Independence. The second sentence (in bold) has been called “the most famous sentence in the English language.”


What else does the declaration say?

The Declaration of Independence is a declaration (we are the United States!) and a break-up letter. It basically says, “We’re breaking up with you, King George, because you are a tyrant
.”
The declaration goes on to list “grievances” (all the things King George had done wrong). Here, instead of “you never bought me flowers” and “I never liked your haircut,” it accuses King George of “cutting off [our] trade” and “imposing taxes on us without our consent.” In all, it lists twenty-seven things that King George messed up.

The Declaration ends by actually naming the new country: “We, therefore, the Representatives of the United States of America . . . solemnly publish and declare, That these United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be Free and Independent States, that they are Absolved from all Allegiance to the British Crown.”

Signing the Declaration
When Jefferson had finished writing the Declaration of Independence, he brought it back to the meeting for approval. Would everyone be willing to sign it? The men at the meeting knew that they were not just representing themselves—they were representing the colonies from which they came. (People who go to a meeting as representatives of a larger group are called delegates
). But signing the Declaration was also a personal act of courage, because—by signing this document—these men were putting their own name on a document that was very clearly treasonous. (Treason
 is the crime of being disloyal to the king or government).
In those days—(and still today!)—treason is a serious crime. Signing such a document might easily get someone hanged—or even “drawn and quartered” (ripped apart into four different pieces by horses galloping in four different directions). Some nervous laughter must have filled the room.
As one-by-one the delegates signed the Declaration of Independence, one of the men, John Hancock, remarked that they must all “hang together.” By this he meant to say that all of them needed to stick together—to support each other and not change their minds or betray one another. Playing on his words, another delegate, Benjamin Franklin
, remarked, “We must all hang together, or most assuredly, we shall all hang separately.”

Do you get the pun? The above quote has become a bit famous, and it is easy to imagine some (educated) criminals repeating this quote as they sit in the back of a police car, waiting to be taken to the station for interrogation.

By signing the Declaration of Independence, the members of this “congress” (formally known as the Second Continental Congress) were committing themselves (and the colonies they represented) to an all-out war with Great Britain
. When a document is approved in this way, we say it has been adopted
. Can you guess on what date the Declaration was adopted?
That’s right. The Declaration of Independence was adopted on July 4th, 1776. It’s a date that we continue to celebrate every 4th of July—the “birthday” of the United States of America.

2.1 The Declaration of Independence—(Do Now)
Year: _________________________
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


2.1 The Declaration of Independence—(Lesson)

Below is an imaginary interview with Thomas Jefferson, the primary author of the Declaration of Independence.
	Reporter:
	Mr. Jefferson, many people have praised your “Declaration of Independence.”  Is there anyone in particular who influenced you?



	Jefferson:
	Of course. There’s hardly anything in the Declaration that is original. All I did was sum up some ideas that have been floating around for many years.



	Reporter:
	You’re talking about the ideas of “Enlightenment” thinkers?

	Jefferson:
	Yes, writers like John Locke, Baron de Montesquieu, and Jean Jacques Rousseau. They all influenced me.



	Reporter:
	Any of those men in particular?


	Jefferson:
	I would have to say that Lock influenced me the most. Locke was the first one to articulate the idea that people have “natural rights.”



	Reporter:
	What exactly are “natural rights
?”



	Jefferson:
	Well, you might say that they are God-given rights—rights that no man should be able to take away. However, many of us Enlightenment thinkers are not comfortable with using the word “God,” so instead we substitute the word “nature.” But really, for many of us, God and Nature mean almost the same thing. After all, if something is acting according to the laws of nature, then it is also operating under God’s laws.



	Reporter:
	Can you give us some examples of “natural rights”?




	Jefferson:
	Sure. In my Declaration of Independence, I list three of them:

1. The right to life
2. The right to liberty (freedom)
3. The pursuit of happiness (the right to chase your own dreams)


	Reporter:
	Do people also have a God-given right to own property?



	Jefferson:
	Locke certainly thought so. But not everyone agrees, so I left that one out of the Declaration.



	Reporter:
	In the Declaration you say that these natural rights are “unalienable
.” What exactly does that mean?



	Jefferson:
	It means that the government cannot take them away.



	Reporter:
	But that doesn’t quite make sense, does it? You say these “natural rights” are “unalienable”—yet quite often they do get taken away. For example, people often enslave other people, taking away their “natural” right to liberty.



	Jefferson:
	Yes, that’s true. But that only happens when the system breaks down—when governments aren’t working the way they should. In fact, the whole reason that we have governments is to prevent this sort of thing from happening. It’s the job of a government to protect the natural rights of citizens. Locke called it a “social contract.” According to this contract, people agree to respect the authority of the government, but in return the government has certain obligations—namely, to protect the rights of the people. And if the government breaks its end of the bargain—if it fails to protect the rights of the people—then the people have a right to rebel against the government.



	Reporter:
	So that is why the colonies decided to become independent?



	Jefferson:
	Exactly. King James wasn’t respecting our rights. He broke his end of the social contract, so we are no longer obligated to obey him.



	Reporter:
	That’s a pretty radical idea.



	Jefferson:
	Perhaps, but it’s all very rational. We really thought this thing through. God didn’t appoint King George the king, we did.



	Reporter:
	What do you mean?



	Jefferson
	Despite what kings would have you believe, there is no such thing as “divine right.” Kings are kings because ordinary people allow them to rule. To put it simply, George was our king because we agreed to let him rule over us. But now we have changed our mind, and we have decided that we are going to rule ourselves. We are going to form a government based on law, reason, and democratic principles.


	Reporter:
	That’s fascinating. One more question. You say that God wants all men to be free, yet you yourself own slaves. Isn’t that a contradiction? Aren’t you violating the “natural rights” of the people you own?



	Jefferson:
	Uh . . . well . . . that’s complicated. I’d love to explain it to you, but unfortunately I’m out of time.


Top of Form

		Name ________________________      Date ________________


	

	

USA 002.1 Declaration of Independence 


1.

From what famous document does this sentence come? 
"We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal . . . "

2.

Philosophers like John Locke and Voltaire claimed that the power to rule came from the people, not from divine right. This is a key idea which intellectual movement?

3.

An agreement between citizens and the government is called a

4.

What is the meaning of the word "congress"?

5.

The Declaration of Independence was signed in this city.

6.

The English philosopher John Locke argued that life, liberty, and property are

[image: image15.wmf]
economic rights earned in a capitalistic system

[image: image16.wmf]
natural rights that should be protected by government

[image: image17.wmf]
political rights to be granted as determined by law

[image: image18.wmf]
social rights guaranteed by the ruling class

7.

According to this idea, people agree to be ruled by a government, as long as that government honors their rights as citizens.

8.

The "13 Colonies" in North America were ruled by which European power?

9.

Who wrote the Declaration of Independence?

10.

This term refers to the crime of being disloyal to the king or the government.

11.

This document, written by Thomas Jefferson, declared that the 13 American Colonies were independent from Great Britain.

12.

The Declaration of Independence elaborates on the Enlightenment idea of

[image: image19.wmf]
natural rights.

[image: image20.wmf]
collective ownership.

[image: image21.wmf]
religious freedom.

[image: image22.wmf]
political equality.

13.

The Declaration of Independence was primarily written by

14.

This man wrote the Declaration of Independence.

15.

What famous document was signed on July 4, 1776?

16.

This famous document declared that the 13 American colonies were now independent states and no longer part of the British empire.

17.

A representative at a formal meeting is sometimes called a

18.

This term refers to the English colonies founded along the Atlantic coast of America

19.

If you formally agree to a document or plan, you are ___________ it.




Bottom of Form

2.2 Principles of the U.S. Constitution – (Reading)
Just because fifty-six colonists signed a “Declaration of Independence” did not mean that King George was going to let the colonies go free. On the contrary, he was determined to hold on to his North American colonies, and for the next ten years British troops tried to put down the American rebellion. This conflict is known as the Revolutionary War or the American War for Independence
.

It is amazing that a small group of colonies would even try to go up against the British army. But the British had some major strikes against them. They were trying to control a war from three thousand miles away. They also underestimated the military ability of the rebels, who made up for their lack of soldiers, supplies, and experience by fighting in ways that were almost unheard of at the time—ambushing, sniping, and deceiving. The rebel army (called the Continental army) was led by George Washington
, a capable commander who later became the first president of the United States.  Most importantly, the Americans received generous support from England’s age-old enemy, France.
Finally, the British gave up and allowed the “United States” to be free. Throughout the war, these states had cooperated with each other according to “rules” they had all agreed to—rules called the Articles of Confederation
. But following the war, some Americans felt that the Articles of Confederation needed to be revised. So once again, delegates from the 13 states met in Philadelphia. It was the summer of 1787.
As the delegates began to discuss the changes they wanted to make to the Articles of Confederation, they realized that revising the “Articles” might be more trouble than it was worth. It might be simpler just to start all over again and write a new constitution
. (A constitution is a rule book for the way the government works; it is often called the “supreme law of the land.”) And thus, for the next several months they met every day and debated what rules would govern the United States. This meeting became known as the Constitutional Convention
, and the final document they all signed is the U.S. Constitution
.
During that long hot summer of 1787, many Americans were naturally curious about what was going on inside the Constitutional Convention. After all, the delegates were creating the rules for the U.S. government—rules which would affect the lives of everyone. But if anyone wanted to know how things were going—they were out of luck. The framers (writers) of the Constitution had voted to keep their proceedings secret. They wanted to be able to change their minds about things they had already discussed, and they didn’t want people tearing apart the Constitution before it was even finished. Despite the summer heat, the delegates kept all the windows closed when they worked on the first floor. They even posted watchmen to make sure nothing leaked out.

Finally, their work completed, the delegates left the building for the last time. As they walked down the steps, a woman approached Benjamin Franklin, one of our most famous “founding fathers
.”

“Sir,” she asked. “Can you tell me what kind of government you have created?”

Franklin replied, “A republic—if you can keep it.”
(Remember, the words “democracy” and “republic” are often interchangeable; they commonly refer to the exact same thing: a form of government where people rule themselves by electing their leaders and voting on important issues).

Franklin’s reply reminds us that “democracy” was not a proven form of government in 1787. In 1787, the best examples of democratic governments were ancient Greece and Rome—but neither of these “states” had been able to stay democratic. Eventually, some ruler or another had seized all the power for himself—and that was that. No more elections, no more voting, no more equality or democracy. So the big question in 1787 was whether the United States would be able to stay a democracy for more than a short length of time.
2.2 Principles of the U.S. Constitution
Year: ________________________

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


2.2 Principles of the U.S. Constitution

To increase the chances of “keeping” our republic, the framers decided it would be a good idea to “spread the power around.” That way, no single person could seize control of the government.  How they accomplished this balancing act is the subject of today’s lesson.

But before we continue, let’s make sure you understand the difference between the following words (note the difference in spelling):
	principal =
	first, highest, most important thing or person. (Mr. Livingston is the principal of our school.



	principle =
	a basic idea or rule that everyone agrees with. (Most people agree with the principle that lying is wrong, but in the real world, lying is sometimes necessary).



The U.S. Constitution is based on three fundamental principles
:
1) Separation of Powers

2) Checks and Balances

3) Federalism

1) Separation of Powers

The principle called “Separation of Powers
” reminds me of a comedy skit that often appeared on an old TV show called Hee Haw. The skit poked fun at life in small, southern towns, where sometimes town officials “wear many hats.” The skit begins with an out-of-town driver stopping to fill up his car at a local gas station. When the gas station attendant overcharges the driver for gas, the driver complains and asks to see a policeman.
“Certainly,” replies the attendant. He then proceeds to take off his gas attendant’s cap, but reaching under the counter, he pulls out a policeman’s hat and puts it on his head. “May I help you?”

The driver now realizes he is screwed—but hoping for a little justice, he asks to see a judge.

“Certainly” replies the small-town policeman. He then takes off his policeman’s hat and puts on a judge’s robe. “May I help you?”

You get the idea.

This skit illustrates why it is rarely a good idea to give too much power to a single individual. A person with too much power can easily abuse
 his or her power.

To prevent abuses of power in the U.S. government, the framers of the Constitution designed a system where different people have authority over different things. That way, there is no single person (or small group of people) who has all the power in the United States.

This concept should not be too hard for you, since you have already learned that the U.S. government is divided into three “branches.” Do you remember what they are?
1) ______________________________
2) ______________________________
3) _____________________________

What does the executive branch do?
What does the legislative branch do?
What does the judicial branch do?
2) Checks and Balances

Another basic principle of the Constitution is called “checks and balances
.” This is the idea that if one branch of government starts to abuse its power, the other branches have the power to “check” it.

Vocabulary “check”:

The word “check” has several meanings.

· to verify something (I’m going to check your homework)
· a mark or symbol showing that something has been checked
· a bank note. (I’m going to write you a check for a $100).

· to stop the movement of something; to restrain something. (In some sports, you are allowed to check the movement of an opposing player by hitting him or her with your shoulders).

When we talk about “checks and balances” in government, we are referring to the last meaning of check. In other words, we are saying that each branch of government has the power to “stop” or “restrain” the other branches, and this creates a balance of power between the three branches. Each branch of our government, in theory, is equally powerful—like a three-way scale that is perfectly balanced because each basket is equally heavy.

Think back to the sketch about the out-of-town driver. If this town had a separation of powers, then:

· If the gas-station overcharges for gas, the police officer could arrest him.
· If the police officer arrests someone unfairly, the judge could throw the case out of court.
· If the judge makes bad decisions, the “people” can remove him by voting for someone else.
Similarly, in the U.S. government, each branch of government has the power to check the other branches. Here are some examples of how one branch of government can check (restrain) the power of the other branches:

· The president can veto
 a law passed by Congress. The word “veto” comes from the Latin phrase for “I forbid.” Veto power is the power to unilaterally (by oneself) stop a piece of legislation (a new law). This is an example of how the ________________ branch can check the power of the _____________________ branch.

· Congress can override
 that veto with a vote of two-thirds of both houses. To “override” a veto means to pass the law anyway, even though president tried to veto it. This is an example of how the ______________________ branch can check the power of the ___________________________ branch.
· The Supreme Court has the power to declare that a law is unconstitutional
 (cancel a law that is not in agreement with the constitution). This is an example of how the __________________branch can check the power of the _______________________ branch.

· When a president appoints (selects) someone to the Supreme Court, Congress has the power to approve (or reject) that appointment. This is an example of how the __________________ branch has the power to check the ____________________ branch.

· While the president has the power to declare war, Congress has the “power of the purse” (the power to decide how much money to spend), and can therefore effectively prevent the president from continuing an unpopular war. This is an example of how the __________________ branch and check the power of the __________________.
The principles of “separation of powers” and “checks and balances” work together. They prevent power from being accumulated in the hands of only a few government officials.

3) Federalism

The word “federal” can be very confusing, because sometimes when we say “federal” we mean “national” as in the federal government which is located in Washington, D.C.  At other times, however, we are talking about a federal system.

	federalism

(federal system)
	=
	the concept of dividing government into two layers, a national level and a state level.


The framers of the Constitution designed a federal system of government—a system in which power is divided (or shared) between the states and the federal (national) government.

In fact, all of us live under two governments. First, we must follow all the rules and laws of the state of California. Second, we must follow all of the laws of the federal (national) government.

Most states have governments which very closely resemble the federal government. For example, each state has its own constitution and its own “3 branches of government.” Here in California, we have our own Supreme Court (judicial branch), our own state legislature (legislative branch) and our own executive branch.
At the same time, all the states work under the “umbrella” of the federal (national) government.

At the federal (national) level, the head of the executive branch is the __________________.

At the state level, the head of the executive branch is called the ________________.

Even cities divide the power of municipal (city) government into branches. At the municipal level, the head of the executive branch is called the ______________.

Who is the current president of the United States?

Who is the current “president” of California?

Who is the current “president” of San Francisco?

The “capital city” of the United States is ________________________. This is where our federal (national) government has its most important buildings: The White House, the Capitol Building, and the Supreme Court Building.

The “capital city” of California is ____________________. Which branch of the California government works in this city?
Under our federal (multi-layered) system, the federal (national) government and state governments have jurisdiction
 over different things. (Did you catch that? I used the word “federal” twice in the same sentence, each time with a different meaning!)
	jurisdiction =
	the area over which a person (or institution) has authority. For example, loosely speaking, Mr. Livingston has jurisdiction over ISA, but he has no jurisdiction over Lincoln High School.




A federal system makes a lot of sense for a country as large and diverse as the United States. It allows individual regions (states) to make their own decisions regarding many different issues.  For example, in the United State, marriage is something that falls under the jurisdiction of the states. This means that each state has the right to makes its own laws regarding marriage and divorce.

Question: How are marriage laws different from state to state? How might this affect you if you wanted to get married (or get divorced)?

Should we have “national” (federal) laws regarding marriage? Why is this such a “hot topic” at the moment?

While our federal system works well most of the time, we do occasionally—actually, more than occasionally!—have conflicts over jurisdiction. Think of some of the movies you have watched:

· Have you ever seen a police chase where the cop car had to stop at the state line?

· Have you seen a police chase where the cop kept going—across state lines—and thus came into conflict with a police department from another state.

· Have you ever watched a local cop argue with a federal (national) cop?
By the way, what are federal cops called?

If you answered FBI, you are correct. The FBI stands for the Federal Bureau of Investigation—and these people are basically police officers who work for the federal (national) government.

Detectives and lawyers often argue over jurisdiction—in other words, who has the authority to be “in charge” of a particular case.

Myself, I have often seen scenes where a bad guy kidnaps a girl. Local cops are called in to do the investigation. At what point in this crime drama might the FBI get involved? In other words, at what point might the FBI get jurisdiction over the case?

If a conflict cannot be resolved at a lower level, the question of jurisdiction might have to be settled by the Supreme Court.
Key Points

The United States is based on some fundamental principles. These principles can be found in our “founding documents.”

	Founding Documents of the United States

	The Declaration of Independence
	U.S. Constitution

	· “All men are created equal.”

· All men have rights.

· We declare ourselves to be independent from Great Britain!
· signed on July 4th, 1776 (the “birthday of the United States).


	· A constitution is a “rule book” for the way the government works.

· The first version of the Constitution was called the “Articles of Confederation.” This agreement held the states together during the Revolutionary War.
· The current version of the U.S. Constitution was written in 1787.



Broadly speaking, we can say that the United States is based on the principles of equality and democracy. Furthermore, our Constitution is based on principles which “spread the power around.”

	1) Separation of Powers =
	the idea that our government should be divided into three different branches (executive, legislative, and judicial).



	2) Checks and Balances =
	the idea that each branch of government has the power to “check” or “restrain” the power of the other two branches.



	3) Federalism =
	the idea that multiple state governments can work side by side, all of them under the “umbrella” of a national or federal government.
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USA 002.2 Principles of the U.S. Constitution 


1.

A constitution can best be described as a

2.

All of us must follow the laws of California as well as the laws of our "national" government in Washington, D.C. This fact illustrates a principle called

3.

This term refers to the power of Congress to pass a new law--even if the president refuses to sign it (approve it).

4.

This term refers to the power of the president to say "no" to any new law created by Congress.

5.

"Separation of Powers" and "checks and balances" are principles which
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prevent any single branch of government from gaining too much power
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ensure that our country maintains its "Christian values"
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ensure that the government has adequate financial resources

6.

This man led the Continental Army then later became the 1st president of the United States.

7.

Which branch of the U.S. government is the most powerful?

8.

Which branch of government has the power to declare that a law is unconstitutional?

9.

Our system of government is "multi-layered," with state governments working side by side, all under the umbrella of the national government in Washington, D.C. This kind of system is based on a principle called

10.

At the Constitutional Convention in 1787, our founding fathers wrote the

11.

The "first constitution" of the United States was called the

12.

The Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) is a "police agency" that enforces what kinds of laws? (state/federal)

13.

The "president" (head of the executive branch) of California is called the

14.

This famous general led the American colonists during the American Revolution.

15.

As a result of this war, the 13 British colonies on the Atlantic coast of North America became independent states.

16.

This term refers to the area over which a person (or institution) has authority.

17.

In the United States, the government of each state is organized in the same way as the national government in Washington D.C. This idea is known as

18.

The "power of the purse" refers to the power to

19.

The capital city of California is

20.

In 1787, our founding fathers met in this city to make a plan for the U.S. government.

21.

The U.S. Constitution was written by delegates to what historically famous meeting?

22.

Who won the American Revolution (also known as the American War for Independence)?

23.

Which of these is NOT a basic principle of the U.S. Constitution?
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Survival of the Fittest
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Separation of Powers
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A Federal System
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Checks and Balances

24.

The fact that we have 3 branches of government demonstrates what principle of the U.S. Constitution?

25.

A set of laws which describes how the government works is called a

26.

Is you misuse something, you are a______________ it
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2.3 Constitutional Debates – (Reading)
Imagine that there are four gangs who dominate the streets of Potrero Hill. The gangs are divided along racial lines, and most people simply call these gangs by their race.
	“Blacks”
	“Latinos”
	“Asians”
	“Whites”

	24 members
	15 members
	7 members
	4 members


The gangs have never fought any wars against each other. In fact, many gang members have friends in other gangs. That said, there is still a lot of distrust among the gangs. Each gang is suspicious that some other gang may try to take over the whole hill.

You are the leader of one of the gangs, and one day you have a terrific idea: “Let’s get all the gangs together and join forces. We could create one big super-gang, “The United Gangs of Potrero Hill!”
So you invite the leaders and some other prominent gang members to a conference, and you share your idea. Everyone agrees it’s a terrific idea. Furthermore, you all decide that “federalism” is the perfect system for this situation. Each gang will continue to control its own territory, but at the same time, each gang will follow a “national” leader—the president of the United Gangs.

“How will we select the president?” asks an Asian.
“By voting, of course,” replies one of the Latinos. “The United Gangs must be based on democracy and equality.”

“That’s right,” says a member of the Blacks. “Each member of the United Gangs will get one vote.”

“Wait a minute!” says a member of the Whites. If each member gets one vote, then the Blacks will always have an unfair advantage. For example, the president will always be Black—because we know that Blacks will always vote for one of their own. And that’s not fair. Why should we join a super-gang if all that means is that we have to follow a Black?

“Do you have a better idea?” asks the Asian.

“I certainly do!” replies the White. “I think each gang should get one vote. That’s the only fair solution. That way, each gang will be equal, regardless of how big or small it is.”

““You can’t be serious!” exclaims the Black. We have eight times as many members as you do! So of course we should have more votes. Why would we join a super-gang if your 4 members are going to have just as much political power as our 24 members! That’s not real democracy! Real democracy is “one person, one vote.”

The White shakes his head. “In that case, we want no part of this super-gang.”
A member of the Latinos turns to you. “What do you think? This whole thing was your idea. How do you think we should elect the president of the United Gangs?”
Write you answer below. Be sure to explain your reasoning. Whatever you decide, try to convince everyone that your answer is the best and most fair solution to the problem.

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


2.3 Constitutional Debates

At the Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia in the summer of 1787, there were more than 600 highly contentious votes (debates that were resolved by voting). Fortunately, there are only two that you really need to know about:

1. The Great Compromise (also known as the Connecticut Compromise)

2. The 3/5 Compromise
The Great Compromise (also known as the Connecticut Compromise)

The Great Compromise
 arose because of one of the biggest debates about the new government: representation in Congress. Should large states get more votes in Congress, or should every state have equal representation? The Virginia Plan, favored by large states, said that each state’s population should determine the number of congressmen it got. The New Jersey plan, favored by small states, said every state should have equal representation. Neither side would budge. Then the representative from Connecticut proposed a Great Compromise (also called the Connecticut Compromise). The Connecticut solution was to have two houses in Congress, one with representation based on population (the House of Representatives), and another with equal representation of two members from each state (the Senate).

The delegate from Connecticut said, in effect, “Why not have both? Why not have one “house” (or legislative body) that is proportional (states with large populations get more representatives) and another “house” (or legislative body) that is equal (each state would get the same number of representatives).

It seemed, perhaps, like a strange solution, but both sides agreed. And that is how we came to have a “bicameral
” Congress.
	bi-
	=
	a prefix which means “two.” (For example, a bicycle has two wheels).

	cameral
	=
	room, or house, or “chamber.”


Therefore, a “bicameral” congress is a congress made up of two separate legislative bodies, each doing its work in a different “house,” or “room” or “chamber.”

The chamber (or legislative body) with proportional representation is called the ____________.
The chamber (or legislative body) with equal representation is called the ____________.

Both of them together are called ________________________, which is simply another way of saying the “legislature,” or the “legislative branch.”

Both of these groups meet in the same building, called the __________________building, which is located on _________________ Hill, in Washington, D.C.

However, as you know, while both groups meet in the same building, each meets in its own separate ____________________.

If you have been paying attention, then by now you are probably wondering: If our legislature (Congress) comprises two houses, how in the world does anything ever get done? Which vote is the one that really counts? Which legislative body makes the big decisions?
These are all good questions, and here is a partial answer: In order for a bill
 to become a law, the bill must be passed by both houses and signed by the president.

Vocabulary check:

The word “bill” can be a bit confusing, because it has at least a dozen different meanings. Here are some of the most common:
1. paper money you keep in your wallet

2. a list

3. a list of things that you purchased and need to pay for. (For example, after you eat a meal in a restaurant, the waiter or waitress will usually give you a bill.)
4. a proposed law (that is, a new law which has not yet been officially approved).
Now read the sentence again: In order for a bill to become a law, the bill must be passed by both houses and signed by the president.

Although bicameral legislatures can be awkward, they are in fact fairly common in countries around the world. This is because many countries have problems similar to those faced by our founding fathers. That is, many countries have regions with small populations, and regions with large populations, and each is afraid of giving up power to the other.
Question: Why is the Great Compromise sometimes called the Connecticut Compromise?

The 3/5 Compromise

Now that the delegates had agreed on a bicameral congress, another thorny problem remained. Exactly how many representatives would each state send to the House of Representatives?

Since representation in the House of Representatives is proportional, a census would have to be undertaken to count the number of people in each state. But should the census count slaves?

census
 = an official count of the number of people in an area, state, or country.
Southern slave states, like Virginia, said, “Of course! Slaves are part of our population. Since we have a large population, we need many representatives to represent them all!”

Northern states disagreed. Since slaves did not have rights, and slaves could not vote, it did not seem fair that southern slave states should be able to count them as “people” for the purposes of representation. In fact, it seemed downright hypocritical (two-faced).

The northern states were in effect saying: “Make up your mind! Are slaves “property” or are they “people”? If they are property, then you can’t count them as people in order to get more votes in the House of Representatives. And if they are people—well then, you should set these people free.”

But the slave states wanted to have it both ways.

Again, there was a deadlock. Before, the deadlock had been between big and small states. Now, the deadlock was between the slave states in the south, and the free states in the north.

Finally, another compromise was reached. Slaves would count as part of a state’s population—but they wouldn’t count fully. In fact, a slave would count as only 3/5 of a man. In other words, for purposes of the census, every 5 slaves would add three people to the state’s population. This decision is known as the 3/5 compromise
.
The northern states agreed to this compromise only because they believed slavery was dying out. They could not have imagined that in 1793 a new invention called the cotton gin would make slave plantations more profitable than ever—and thus increase the need for slaves.

The 3/5 Compromise no longer affects us, because slavery itself was abolished following the Civil War. We study this compromise, however, as a matter of historical interest. It shows that even back then—at the founding of our nation—there were serious disagreements over the matter of slavery.
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USA 002.3 Constitutional Debates 


1.

In the U.S. House of Representatives, representation is
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proportional (bigger states get more votes)
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equal (each state gets the same number of votes)

2.

True or False: The 3/5 Compromise in our Constitution was put there because our founding fathers believed that the vote of a Black slave should only count 3/5 as much as the vote of a free white person.

3.

The United States currently has a
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unicameral Congress
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bicameral Congress
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tricameral Congress

4.

The 3/5 compromise in our Constitution resulted from a disagreement over
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how much power the southern slave states should have in Congress
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how much power the president should have to declare war unilaterally
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how much power the federal government should have over the nation's finances (money)

5.

An official government count of how many people are in an area is called a

6.

At the Constitutional Convention, the Great Compromise (Connecticut Compromise) resolved a disagreement between
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big states with large populations and small states with small populations
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southern "slave" states and northern "free" states

7.

A legislative body that is composed of two "houses" or "chambers" is called

8.

This compromise resulted in a bicameral Congress.

9.

At the Constitutional Convention, the 3/5 compromise resolved a disagreement between
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big states with large populations and small states with small populations
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southern "slave" states and northern "free" states

10.

In the U.S. Senate, representation is
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equal (each state gets the same number of votes)
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proportional (bigger states get more votes)
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3.1 Seven Articles of the U.S. Constitution

Having worked out the Great Compromise and the 3/5 Compromise, the delegates were finally able to hammer out a constitution that they could all agree on. It consisted of a preamble (introduction) followed by seven “articles
.” An article is a large division of a legal document. Typically, articles are further subdivided into sections and clauses. Thus, when a lawyer wants to refer to a particular sentence of a long legal document, he or she will typically say something like this: “Article 1, section 4, paragraph 2, clause 7.”
Below is a short summary of the U.S. Constitution:
The Preamble
 starts with the famous phrase “We, the People . . . .”

Article 1 describes Congress, or the legislative branch. Congress is divided into two “houses,” the House of Representatives
 and the Senate
.
Article 2 describes the executive branch. The executive branch proposes policy, carries out laws, and makes treaties. The president is the head of this branch and also serves as commander in chief of the armed forces.

Article 3 described the Judicial Branch, which interprets the laws. It includes the Supreme Court. In a famous legal case in 1803 called Marbury v. Madison
, the Supreme Court, led by Chief Justice John Marshall
, claimed for itself the right of “judicial review
.” That means the Supreme Court has the final say on whether laws and actions of the government are constitutional or unconstitutional.
Article 4 describes the relationship between the states and the federal government, a relationship called federalism.

Article 5 describes the amendment process. Thus far, our Constitution has been amended 27 times. In other words, our Constitution includes 27 amendments
 (changes) which were added to the Constitution after the original document was ratified
 (formally approved).
Article 6, among other things, describes the oath that the president takes when he is sworn into office. And lastly, Article 7 describes the ratification process. In other words, it describes the way this new Constitution might be formally approved.
As the delegates returned to their home states, copies of the new Constitution in hand, the whole country started debating whether it was a good constitution or a bad constitution. Did it give too much power to the federal government? Many states were wary of losing their independence—and therefore they were reluctant to approve it. Furthermore, many states were upset that the new Constitution did not protect the rights of individuals.
People who liked the new constitution (and wanted to approve it) were called Federalists
. People who did NOT like the new Constitution (and therefore did NOT want to ratify it) were called Anti-Federalists
.

3.1 The Seven Articles of the Constitution
Year: ________________________

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


3.1 The Seven Articles of the Constitution


You are not expected to memorize to memorize the seven Articles of the Constitution. The primary purpose of this lesson is simply to acquaint you with some names and terms which are commonly used when discussing the Constitution.
Notes:

1) The Preamble. The Preamble (introduction) of the U.S. Constitution is a very famous sentence which you should certainly be able to recognize:

We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote the general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States of America.

2) Marbury v Madison. When the Constitution was first written, it was a bit unclear how, exactly, the Supreme Court could “check” the power of the other two branches. But in Marbury v. Madison, the Supreme Court said, in effect, “We have the power to declare laws unconstitutional.” This means that if the legislature or the president makes any rule or law which disagrees with the constitution, the Supreme Court has the power to “cancel” that law and throw it out.
Imagine, for example, that Congress has passed a new law saying that the president of the United States must be a Christian. The Supreme Court, after reviewing (studying) this law, would surely declare that this law is unconstitutional, because the constitution says that that “that no religious test shall be required as a qualification to any public office.” Therefore, the Supreme court would simply cancel the law and throw it out.

The power of the courts to declare laws unconstitutional is called judicial review.

Once again, the power of judicial review is not exactly found in the Constitution. But in 1803, in the famous Supreme Court Case called Marbury v. Madison, the Supreme Court kind of grabbed this power for itself—and it got away with it! This established a legal precedent (a legal decision which is used as an example of the law). Ever since then, everyone pretty much accepts the fact that the Supreme Court has the power of judicial review.

The Supreme Court Justice (judge) who “grabbed” the power of Judicial Review (even though it is not found in the Constitution) was John Marshall.

3) The Amendment Process. The framers (writers) of the Constitution were aware that from time to time, our country would want to change the Constitution. After all, how could 39 men, in 1787, anticipate all the ways that our country would grow and change over the next few hundred years? So in the Constitution, they included a section which describes HOW a change can be made to the Constitution.

A change (or addition) to a legal document is called an amendment.

It is not easy to amend the Constitution of the United States. In fact, in 220 years of U.S. History, the Constitution has only been amended 27 times. In other words, our current version of the Constitution includes 27 amendments which were not there at the time the framers signed the original document.

Studying the ways that the Constitution has been amended is an important part of U.S. History.

4) The Presidential Oath. Are you aware that when President Obama took his oath, the Supreme Court Justice (judge) who administered the oath made a silly mistake, which Obama courteously repeated, and thus some people claimed that Obama was not our legal president? To avoid any hint of impropriety (improper behavior), the Justice and the president repeated the oath later, in an unpublicized ceremony.

5) Ratification. Complicated legal documents (such as the U.S. Constitution) typically require the approval of many different people. The approval process is called ratification. Until an agreement is ratified, it does not have any legal power. Only after the document is ratified does the agreement go into effect.

In the case of the U.S. Constitution, 39 delegates at the Constitutional Convention signed the original document. But these delegates did not really have much legal authority. The states had sent them to the convention to negotiate a new agreement, but before the agreement could go into effect, the states themselves would have to ratify (approve) it.

6) Debate over ratification. Be sure to memorize the following terms:
Federalists = people who liked the new constitution and wanted to approve it

Anti-Federalists = people who did NOT like the new constitution and did NOT want to approve it.
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USA 003.1 Seven Articles of the U.S. Constitution 


1.

The power of the courts to declare laws unconstitutional is called

2.

A division (section) of a long legal document is often called a(n)

3.

A change or addition to a legal document is called a(n)

4.

Complicated legal documents typically require the approval of many people. This approval process is called

5.

The introduction to the U.S. Constitution is called the

6.

Typically, treaties and other such formal agreements don't go into effect (don't start) until they have been

7.

Key decisions of the Supreme Court under the leadership of John Marshall solidified the power of the Supreme Court to
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review the constitutionality of state and federal laws.
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accept appeals from lower federal courts.

[image: image46.wmf]
try cases involving foreign diplomats
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try cases between states.

8.

The main points (or sections) of a formal legal document are sometimes called

9.

This Supreme Court case is famous because it established the precedent of judicial review.
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3.2 Bill of Rights—(Do Now)
There is an old joke that is often attributed to Benjamin Franklin: “Democracy is two wolves and a lamb voting on what to have for lunch.” This joke illustrates one of the main problems with democracy. Democracy is based on majority rule
 (the idea that the side with the most votes wins). But just because a majority of people agree on something, does that make it morally right?

Perhaps the best example of this problem is the institution of slavery. The ancient Greek city-state of Athens is considered the first democracy in the world. The United States is the first modern democratic country. Yet both Athens and the United States allowed slavery, because the majority of the voters who lived in these places thought it was a good idea. Apparently there is no contradiction between democracy and slavery.

These examples illustrate a problem called “tyranny of the majority
.” Tyranny of the majority is the idea that in a democracy, a majority (the side with the most votes) can sometimes pass laws which are unfair, harsh, and oppressive to minorities.
The solution to the problem called “tyranny of the majority” is a “Bill of Rights.” A Bill of Rights is a list of rights which people have—and which no one can take away. For example, one of the most famous rights that we have here in the United States is called “freedom of religion.” That means that you can worship any deity (god) that you want—you can even worship Satan, if you please. Even if 99.9% of Americans think that worshipping Satan is wrong, they cannot pass any law which makes it a crime.

In 1787, after the delegates signed the U.S. Constitution, they went back to their home states to see if their states would approve it. Anti-Federalists
 did not want to ratify it. They said, “We’re not going to approve this! This Constitution does not have a Bill of Rights!
Alexander Hamilton (a founding father) and other Federalists
 worked very hard to convince the states to approve the Constitution anyway. In effect, they said, “Look, we’ve worked very hard at creating this document, and if you don’t approve it now, it may never be approved. So please approve this new constitution, and we promise you that the first thing the new government is going to do is to create a Bill of Rights.”

The states were persuaded. They ratified (formally approved) the new constitution. And true to the promise made by the Federalists, the newly-formed government immediately amended the constitution to include a Bill of Rights. In other words, they added new rules to the Constitution. Since these new rules were added after the constitution had already been ratified, they were tacked on (added) to the end of the Constitution, almost like endnotes in a formal academic paper. These new rules are called amendments. The first ten amendments to the constitution are called the Bill of Rights
.

Perhaps you can now understand the following quote from the New York Times: “Democracy is not freedom. Democracy is two wolves and a lamb voting on what to eat for lunch. Freedom comes from the recognition of certain rights which may not be taken away, not even by a 99% vote.”
3.2 Bill of Rights

Year: _______________________

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


3.2 Bill of Rights—(Lesson)

Notes:
1) The word “bill” can be a bit confusing since it has about a dozen different meanings. Here are some of the most common:
1. a list

2. a law

3. paper money you keep in your wallet

4. a list of things that you purchased and need to pay for

Obviously, a “bill of rights” means a list of rights.

2) Rights are things which you have permission to do. If you are exercising your rights, you are using them.
3) A “Bill of Rights” is a concept that dates back to the civil wars in England in the 1600s, when parliament was trying to limit the power of the monarchy. During this period, England had some tyrannical (harsh and oppressive) kings. The people rebelled, beheaded one king, then forced another into exile. The people then invited a new king and queen to take power. But before they allowed the new monarchs reign, they demanded that the new king and queen agree to a “Bill of Rights.”
4) Most political scientists agree that a successful democracy must balance the will of the majority with the rights of individuals and minorities. (You are going to see that sentence on a test, so make sure you understand it!)

Today’s Worksheet: The Origins of the American Political System
Top of Form

		Name ________________________      Date ________________
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1.

This term refers to the idea that in a democracy, a majority of people can sometimes pass laws which are unfair, harsh, or oppressive to minorities.

2.

The Bill of Rights was added to the Constitution to protect individuals from (a)

3.

According to most political scientists, a successful democracy must balance the rights of the majority with the rights of

4.

In 1787, many states did not want to ratify the new Constitution because it did not contain a

5.

The first 10 amendments to the U.S. Constitution are called the

6.

If you "exercise" a right, you are

7.

The Bill of Rights was added to the Constitution in order to protect individuals from a




Bottom of Form

3.3 The First Amendment—(Reading)
Of all the amendments, the first is undoubtedly the most famous. Read the text of the First Amendment:

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.
Here is a simple overview of what this amendment means:
	First Amendment

	Freedom of Religion
	Freedom of Speech

	· no official religion of the United States

· you can worship in any way you please
	· you can say anything you want

· you can print anything you want

· you can gather in a group (to protest, for example)

· you can challenge the government in court if you feel that the government has done you wrong


The first amendment continues to be the subject of many debates. For today’s Do Now, choose one of the following questions and write about it. You may want to imagine that you are a lawyer who is trying to persuade a judge of your point of view.

1) Do students have a right to free speech? What limits should there be against what a student can say in the classroom?

2) In many countries, teachers at public schools start each day by leading a prayer.  Would you object if teachers at ISA were to do the same thing? Why or why not? (Students who did not want to pray would be free to sit silently at their seat—that way, no one would be forced to pray to a god that she might not believe in).

3) Does your right to free speech allow you to say racist things about another group or person?
4) Does your right to free speech allow you to produce pornography that degrades and insults women?

5) Does your right to free speech allow you to play practical jokes such as shouting “Fire!” in a crowded theater—even though there isn’t any fire?
3.3 Freedom of Religion
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


3.3 First Amendment—(Lesson)


Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.
As you learned, the First Amendment guarantees two basic rights:

1) Freedom of Religion

2) Freedom of Speech

The first right, “freedom of religion” (in bold, above) can be broken down into two “clauses.” Study the meaning of each clause in the right-hand column

	
	Clause
	Meaning

	Establishment Clause
	Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion


	The United States cannot establish an “official” religion which all citizens must follow.

	Free Exercise Clause
	or prohibiting the free exercise thereof
	The government cannot stop you from practicing your religion in any way that you please.


Thomas Jefferson once wrote a letter in which he expressed his opinion that that First Amendment implies a “wall of separation between Church and State.” (By this he meant that religion should have no part in the making government decisions, and conversely, the government should not interfere with the way that people practice their religion. Although the words “separation of Church and State” are not actually found in the First Amendment, most people agree with Jefferson’s interpretation.

Clearly, then, the United States is a secular (non-religious) country, as opposed to a theocracy (a country ruled according to God’s laws). Can you give an example of a theocracy?
As mentioned earlier, many debates about the first amendment continue to this day. The following notes may be of interest to those of you who answered the Do Now questions:

Notes

1) A “free press” keeps government officials and politicians honest. For this reason, a free press is sometimes called the “Fourth Branch of Government.”

2) According to the Supreme Court, students do not have the same First Amendment rights as adult members of society. Specifically, schools can restrict a student’s speech if it is “disruptive” or “inappropriate.”

3) Prayer was common in U.S. public schools until 1962, when it was outlawed by the Supreme Court. According to the Court, a teacher who leads a prayer is “promoting” one religion over another, and therefore school prayer violates the principle of a “wall of separation between Church and State.” Many Americans disagree with this decision. And here’s another question for you: If you sign up for Choir at ISA, can Mr. Swiff (our Choir director) require you to sing a Christian spiritual? Defend your answer.

4) Racist speech is generally protected as your First Amendment right.

5) The Supreme Court has likewise been very reluctant to interfere with people who produce pornography.

6) Shouting “Fire!” in a crowded theater is a famous example of a situation in which you do not have a right to free speech, because, according to the Supreme Court, your words present an “immediate danger to others.”

Lastly, freedom of speech is a privilege that we often take for granted here in the United States. In many parts of the world, there is precious little freedom of speech. In fact, in many countries, criticizing the government will very likely get you imprisoned or killed. Exercise your freedom of speech by completing the following sentence:

President Obama is ________________________________________________________.

Top of Form

		Name ________________________      Date ________________
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1.

Imagine that you are a lawyer and you are defending a client who has been charged with distributing pornography. In this case, you would probably cite your client’s rights according to which amendment?

2.

Thanks to the First Amendment, newspapers in the United States are free to criticize the president and the government. This right is known as

3.

According to the First Amendment, the U.S government cannot

[image: image48.wmf]
prohibit the sale of alcohol

[image: image49.wmf]
take away your gun (unless you have broken the law)

[image: image50.wmf]
hold a prisoner without a trial

[image: image51.wmf]
attack another country without "due cause."

[image: image52.wmf]
establish an official religion

4.

"Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances."

The above quote comes from which amendment?

5.

The idea that there should be a "wall of separation between Church and State" is directly related to which amendment?

6.

Imagine that you are a lawyer and you are defending a client who has been arrested for making offensive speeches full of racist remarks against African-Americans. In this case, you would probably cite your client's rights according to which amendment?

7.

The amendment that protects freedom of religion and freedom of speech is the

8.

In the United States, newspapers are allowed to criticize the government. This concept is called

9.

A free press is sometimes called the ____________ branch of government.

10.

The right to peaceably assemble is guaranteed by the

11.

Today, teachers in public schools are not allowed to lead prayers in their classrooms because the Supreme court has ruled that it would violate

[image: image53.wmf]
the separation of church and state

[image: image54.wmf]
the right to bear arms

[image: image55.wmf]
the biblical commandment which prohibits "graven images"

12.

Freedom of speech, freedom of the press, and freedom of religion are all guaranteed by the ______________ amendment.

13.

The First Amendment is generally understood to imply a separation between ______________ and ____________________.

14.

[image: image56]The first Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, prohibiting the federal government from making any law "respecting an establishment of religion," was one response to the
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antireligious sentiments expressed during the Great Awakening.
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religious persecution exhibited by the Church of England.
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attempts by Maryland to make Catholicism the official state religion.

[image: image60.wmf]
increasing number or Puritans arriving in the country.

15.

This amendment guarantees freedom of speech and religion.

16.

True or False: The first amendment guarantees the right to "peaceably assemble"

17.

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion . . . or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press . . . .
The above text is from the

18.

In the United States, people are allowed to gather in groups to protest against the government. This right is called

19.

If you "exercise" a right, you are

20.

Freedom of speech, freedom of the press, and freedom of religion are all guaranteed by the

21.

This amendment gives people the right to worship Satan (the devil) even if a majority of people find this deeply offensive.
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4.1 Growing Industry and Capitalism—(Do Now)

Only a few decades after the American Revolution there was another big upheaval underway in the new nation. It was the start of the Industrial Revolution
, which spread to America from England about 1800. Combined with business attitudes and work habits that turned increasingly cash and profit oriented, it became a powerful engine of economic growth and social change.

In early America about 90 percent of the population were farmers. Many grew or made by hand almost everything they needed, or traded with neighbors in small communities where they lived. Products like shoes and guns were still made by skilled craftsmen and women who worked in a small shop or at home. Since people were dependent on neighbors in dozens of ways, anyone who put money making and personal profit very far ahead of neighborliness was taking a real risk. Religious leaders often criticized chasing after profit as a sin.

But from the earliest settlement at Jamestown, a profit-making or capitalist spirit had been growing. For example, the big plantations in the South sold tobacco and other products to British merchants for a profit. In the Northern colonies, merchants and ship owners developed a strong pattern of business and trade. These are all examples of capitalism
 before the growth of factories.

By 1800 there was a growing understanding that the wider community would actually be helped—not hurt—if each person and business simply pursued their own profit. The spread of the idea that the profit motive is morally good, or at least not morally evil, was of enormous importance in America’s history. It unleashed the power of individual initiative—and sometimes plain old greed—as never before.
Starting around 1820 the factory system
 grew rapidly in the Northern states as merchants sought ways to make greater profits. Factories use the principle of “division of labor
.” That means a complex job is divided into many small steps that can be done easily by unskilled workers. Factory managers also developed the use of interchangeable parts. That means each part of a product is made to the exact same pattern, so the parts can be easily and quickly assembled.

New machines powered by water wheels or steam engines made the factory system far more efficient than even the best individual craftsmen. The textile (cloth) industry in the New England states led the way in adopting machine production methods.

Factories produced things the growing population wanted, at lower prices than ever. The factory system created new jobs and opportunities for people who flocked to the growing cities and factory towns. The “get ahead” spirit of capitalism was embraced widely. It was clearly a liberating attitude when compared to older, traditional patterns of work and production. But many complained that the new attitude encouraged a heartless competition for wealth.

The cities of this period revealed an increasingly sharp contrast between business owners and the new factory labor class. Prosperous neighborhoods were easy to find. But workers often lived in harsh conditions that grew even worse when factories had to lay off their employees for lack of business.

Even in good times many factories were unhealthy places to work. Many employed children. Twelve hour days were common, six days a week. Some critics of the new pattern of factory labor started calling it “wage slavery.” Still very few people at that time believed the government should interfere with business practices. The policy of leaving businesses to set their own rules is often called a laissez-faire policy
.

Some people denounced the spreading capitalist spirit as a great corrupting force that should be rejected. A small number even bought land and formed their own separate communities, commonly called Utopian societies
. With names like “Harmonists” and “Perfectionists,” these groups often combined religious and socialist
 principles. They often believed in common ownership of all property, equal wages for everyone and an equal role for women. Most fell apart after a few years. Utopian socialism never spread widely, in part because few Americans could accept the group mentality found in such communities.

A different approach was taken by labor unions
 and worker’s’ associations that grew in this period. Their goal was to improve working conditions and wages. But they had only limited success in these years, partly because high immigration rates supplied plenty of willing workers. In addition, most business owners fiercely opposed labor unions.

But around 1850 the big question centered on the growing split between the industrialized North and the agricultural South. Half the country had begun transforming into a modern capitalist society of wage labor, factories, and farms without slavery. How could the nation remain partly stuck in the past with a vast region still tied to a slave labor system held over from the ancient world? By 1860, the South had an answer: Break the nation in two. It was a solution the North would not accept.

4.1 Growing Industry and Capitalism
Year: ___________________________
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


4.1 Growing Capitalism and Industry-(Lesson)

Notes:
1. Capitalism and communism are economic systems. The word “economy
” refers to money. Economists study the ways that countries (or groups of people) earn money, spend money, or manage their money.

Top of Form
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1.

This term refers to "perfect" communities established in the early and mid-1800s, often based on ideas religious socialism.

2.

The way that a country manages its money is called its

3.

If a government adopts a "laissez faire" economic policy, it can be expected to

4.

This term describes the rapid change from production by hand to production by machines.

5.

The system of producing goods under one roof in an organized, large-scale manner is called the

6.

This economic philosophy means "leave it alone."

7.

Organizations of workers who band together to try to improve wages and working conditions are called

8.

A country that adopts a "laissez faire" economic policy can best be described as
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fascist
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communist
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socialist
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totalitarian
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capitalist

9.

The practice in factories of taking a complex job, like the making of a shoe, and dividing it into small, simple steps is called

10.

According to this belief, the government should NOT interfere with the economic activity of businesses or individuals.

11.

According to this economic theory, governments should not interfere with business affairs.

12.

"If everyone pursues his own self interest, the result is good for the community as a whole."

The idea expressed in the quote is a basic assumption of

[image: image66.wmf]
federalism
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communism
[image: image68.wmf]
parliamentary democracy
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capitalism
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socialism

13.

In this economic system, individuals (not the government) own most factories, mines, farms

14.

This term is a French phrase which means "leave it alone."

[image: image71.wmf]
au contraire
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avant garde
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ancien regime
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aide-de-camp
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laissez faire

15.

In this economic system, factories, farms, and mines are owned by the government.
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4.2 Growing Reform and Religion—(Reading)
One remarkable fact about America today is that whenever a social problem comes to light, an organization of individual citizens springs up to try to solve it. This pattern, of individuals organizing to help other people in need, really blossomed in the early 1800s. One reason was that the number of people in need was growing as the population rose. Expanding cities, the factory system, and immigration were quickly changing American society in ways that created opportunities, but also problems.

Another factor in this reform movement was a revival of religious belief and feeling called the Second Great Awakening
. The reform activity that grew at the time was deeply rooted in Christian and Jewish religious traditions. These traditions put a high value on the individual, regardless of his or her circumstances, and teach that there is an obligation to help those who are in need.

A few Americans though the best approach to reform was to buy some land, and simply set up a new society. These “Utopian” communities often adopted elaborate rules aimed at creating social equality. Many blended religious and socialist ideas, and held their land in common ownership. Most fell apart within a few years, although a few, like the religious communities of Shakers, lasted longer.

One religious group that set up a separate society and prospered was the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, commonly called the Mormons
. This group was established near Rochester, New York in 1830 by Joseph Smith. But they were chased out of one settlement after another for their beliefs, which included polygamy
, or having more than one wife. They fled to the desert of Utah and founded Salt Lake City. Eventually the Mormons gave up polygamy, in order for Utah to accept by Congress as a new state. But they maintain to this day the strong community sense that helped keep them together in the toughest years of the mid-1800s.

Most reformers didn’t want to withdraw from American society, however; they just wanted to make things better. Alcohol and drunkenness were at the top of many reformers’ list of big problems to be solved. The temperance
 movement was the result. By 1860 the movement had convinced more than a dozen states to pass laws prohibiting or restricting the sale of liquor. Women were the driving force behind this effort, because they often suffered the most when their husbands drank up a paycheck or even became physically abusive.

Women were often involved in reform activities because social traditions and laws that the time kept them out of so many other fields. Women could not vote, and divorce, property, and inheritance laws treated the sexes unequally. At a famous convention held in 1848 in Seneca Falls
, New York, one group of women declared their intention to fight for full equality in society. It was an uphill battle. Most men—and probably most women—felt that separate roles helped create stronger families. In the changing society of the time, the role seen for women—the homemaker—was counted as vitally important. It brought her great respect, but also tended to cut off other possibilities.
Another famous activist in the women’s suffrage
 movement was Susan B. Anthony. (“Suffrage” is a term which means “the right to vote”).
Certainly the greatest of all reform movements was the drive to end slavery. The abolition movement
 grew in the North rapidly after 1831, when William Lloyd Garrison began publishing a newspaper called The Liberator.

A more dangerous role was taken up by the people who formed a secret network of routes and safe houses called the Underground Railroad. This network helped thousands of slaves escape to the free states of the North. Harriet Tubman
, an escaped slave, became famous as a “conductor” who risked death going back again and again to the South to help others escape.

Neither religion nor the reform movement made everyone, or even most people, into perfect citizens. Crime, poverty, and ignorance were only too widespread. Free blacks faced prejudice in the North as well as the South. Most churches, especially in the South refused to confront the evil of slavery. Prejudice against immigrants of the Catholic faith, especially the Irish fleeing the potato famine, was common. This sort of hostility gave rise to a secret society, commonly called the Know-Nothings
. The Know nothings were nativists
—native-native born Americans who did not want immigrants to come to the United States.
Yet amid the many conflicts of these years, the reform movements showed that individual citizens could organize and work effectively to make needed changes in American Life.

4.2 Growing Reform and Religion

Year: ________________________

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


4.2 Growing Reform and Religion—(Notes)

Much of the material in today’s lesson will show up on future content standards worksheets. The following notes are meant to emphasize the things which are important.
1) Second Great Awakening. Like the (first) Great Awakening, the Second Great Awakening was a religious revival. The Second Great Awakening broke out in the early 1800s (about 20 years after the American Revolution). In many areas, “camp meeting” style revival preaching drew thousands of people in highly emotional displays of religious belief.  The movement also saw the building of thousands of new churches, and the founding by many churches of colleges and universities, many of which survive to this day.  The Second Great Awakening also contributed to the rising reform movements of the era (public education, women’s rights, the temperance movement, and the abolition movement).

The most famous preacher of this period was Charles Grandison Finney. Finney was a fiery orator who condemned the frivolity of wealthy New Yorkers. He was very popular, but also aroused controversy. When Finney started preaching against slavery, an angry mob burned his church down.
2) Mormons. The state of California wants you to know about Mormons because they are an example of Religious Intolerance in America (the topic of a future worksheet). In any case, the story of the Mormons is fascinating.

In 1830 an American named Joseph Smith started a strange new form of Christianity which still exists today. The religion he established is properly called the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, but most members are commonly known as Mormons.

Smith claimed that an angel named Moroni had ordered him to dig in a certain spot on a certain hill in New York, and there he found some “plates of gold” on which were engraved a long lost book written by a man called Mormon. According to the story told on these plates, ancient Israelites had lived in America thousands of years ago, and Jesus himself had visited them at one time. But then these Israelites started fighting among themselves, until only one was left alive, and it was he—Mormon—who had buried the plates on the hill.

Smith avoided showing the plates to anyone, but he claimed to have translated the story from the original “Egyptian,” after which he reburied the plates, as instructed by the Angel. The Book of Mormon, first published in 1830, is treated as Holy Scripture by the Mormon religion.

Smith successfully organized his new church, but his religious community was chased out of town by other Christians who objected to Smith’s unorthodox beliefs. In particular, many objected to the Mormon practice of polygamy (having more than one wife). Smith himself married several dozen wives during his lifetime.

The Mormons continued to suffer persecution as they moved from place to place, and Smith himself was arrested and lynched in 1844. Two years later, his successor, Brigham Young, led the Mormon community on a historic trek westward across the continent (which in those days was still quite untamed), until finally they settled on the shores of the Great Salt Lake in Utah. There, the Mormon community flourished.

Eventually the Mormons gave up polygamy, in order for Utah to be accepted by Congress as a new state. But they maintain to this day a strong sense of community (as well as many secretive rituals which arouse the suspicion of outsiders).

The Mormon Church is an odd American success story. It started as a small community of persecuted believers, and grew into a mainstream church with more than 8 million members worldwide. In Utah, more than half the population is Mormon. And Brigham University, in Provo, Utah, is the largest religious university in the United States.

Many Americans still have mixed feelings about the Mormons. This was in evidence during the 2008 presidential elections, when Mitt Romney, a Mormon, ran for president. While many Christians admired his straight-laced, conservative values (pro-life, anti-same-sex-marriage), some people thought that his Mormon religion made him unfit to be president.
3) Prejudice against Catholics. The last paragraph of today’s reading mentions that “prejudice against immigrants of the Catholic faith, especially the Irish fleeing the potato famine, was common.” This is also important because it is another example of Religious Intolerance in America. Here are a few more details:
In 1845, Ireland suffered a terrible famine called the Irish Potato Famine. With nothing to eat in their own homeland, hundreds of thousands of Irish Catholics emigrated to the United States. These people did not receive a cordial welcome.

Anti-Catholic feelings were common among American Protestants in the 1800s. Many Protestants believed that Catholics weren’t really Christians at all. They called the pope the “anti-Christ” and they called the Catholic Church the “whore of Babylon.” (Both are biblical symbols of great evil).

Later in the century, more Catholics arrived from Italy and Poland. They too suffered discrimination. These immigrants often settled in ethnic neighborhoods, each with its own character. All of them were shunned by mainstream Protestants.

It may be hard for us today to appreciate how different things were back then. Today, Italians are considered “white,” and we do not usually think of them as an oppressed minority. Back then, however, the darker-skinned people of the Mediterranean were regarded as a different race, and ethnic and religious prejudices were often intermingled. In the cities, gangs of youths divided over these ethnic and religious lines, and often fought each other in bloody battles.

Catholics in the 19th century complained bitterly about American public schools. They thought that public education was too Protestant. (In those days, school usually started with a prayer and a reading from the King James Bible—a version of the bible which is different from the Catholic bible). As a result, Catholics started to build their own schools, in order to give their own children a “Catholic” education. The famous University of Notre Dame (a Catholic University) was built during this period.
4) Seneca Falls Convention. The Seneca Falls Convention is considered important because it marks the beginning of the Women’s Rights Movement. The meeting took place in Seneca Falls, New York, in 1848 to push for greater recognition of women’s rights.  The convention was called by Lucretia Mott and Elizabeth Cady Stanton, who were also active in the abolition movement. In fact, Mott and Stanton first got the idea for the convention when they attended an important anti-slavery convention but were not allowed to speak because they were women.

Delegates to the Seneca Falls Convention wrote a “Declaration of Sentiments and Resolutions” that announced, “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men and women are created equal.” (This sentence is alluding (referring) to another famous sentence. Did you catch the allusion?)

The document went on to accuse men of holding women in a second-class status, and demanded increased rights for women, including the right to vote.  The meeting did not lead immediately to great changes for women, but some legal reforms were started.  Many states, for example, wrote laws to allow women to manage their own property.

5) Temperance movement. The temperance movement is important because it is going to morph into the Prohibition movement which led to a complete prohibition (illegalization) of alcohol in 1920. One of the more colorful characters in the temperance movement was a woman called Carry Nation. She weighed something over 200 pounds and she believed in direct action. She would pray on her knees outside a saloon, pray that the saloonkeeper would close the place down on the grounds that it was morally wrong. If he refused to do so, though, she would actually invade saloons and smash them up. There was a series of incidents where she went into saloons with an axe and began to smash the bottles, and even the great wooden bars. Repeatedly she was arrested and imprisoned for it, but she understood that she could become what we could call a “prisoner of conscience,” meaning that many people would respect her for playing out her beliefs so vividly.

It wasn’t long before she had actually hired a publicity manager, so that each time she was going to invade a salon and smash it up, she had plenty of media attention beforehand. The journalists would gather. She would even sell autographed copies of the axe to well-wishers and curiosity seekers.

6) Abolition. The abolition movement is also terribly important because it led to the Civil War and marks the beginning of Civil Rights Movement in the United States.
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1.

After being persecuted in Illinois, this religious group moved west to Utah in 1844.

2.

This religious group used to practice polygamy.

3.

Susan B. Anthony was a famous

4.

This term refers to a political movement which fought for the end of slavery.

5.

This woman escaped slavery and became an important figure in the "underground railroad."

6.

This meeting was a major step toward women's suffrage.

7.

Before the Civil War, many people (especially in the northern states) wanted to end slavery. These people were called

8.

Elizabeth Cady Stanton is famous for organizing (the)

9.

This movement fought for the end of slavery.

10.

The "First Great Awakening" and the "Second Great Awakening" were
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labor movements

11.

The Seneca Falls Convention would MOST LIKELY come up in a conversation about
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imperialism
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women's suffrage
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Prohibition
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Social Darwinism

12.

This is a common name for members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints.

13.

This term means "the right to vote."
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4.3 Growing Apart: North and South—(Reading)
As America expanded rapidly after 1800 it also developed a split personality. The Industrial Revolution was changing America dramatically, but these changes were mainly concentrated in the North. The South remained a region of farms with few factories. While most Northern states eliminated slavery, the South kept the system of bound labor. Decade by decade the split widened.

Conflict between the two sections began long before the Civil War. One good place to start is with the tariffs
 passed by Congress in the 1810s and 1820s. (A tariff is a tax on imported goods). Higher tariffs, Congress decided, would protect the growth and profits of American manufacturers. The North got most of the benefit of this policy, since that’s where most of the country’s early factories were located. But Southerners were angered, since high tariffs raised the cost of imported products. Some South Carolina leaders even argued that the principle of “states’ rights” gave states the power of “nullification
”—the right to ignore the federal tariff law within their own borders.

The dispute between the two regions got so nasty that in 1832 South Carolina threatened to pull out of the United States, or secede
, over the tariff issue. Fortunately, President Andrew Jackson helped work out a compromise. But already some leaders in the South were seeing their political and economic interests as different from the North’s. They were already starting to talk about a right to leave the union.

Soon another sore point between the regions was growing. The slavery issue had been sleeping since the Missouri Compromise of 1820. That agreement in Congress set up a deal in which new territories came in as states two at a time: one without slavery and one with slavery allowed. That kept a safe political balance. But in 1831 William Lloyd Garrison began publishing a newspaper in Boston called The Liberator
, dedicated to ending all slavery. Thousands of people began joining the great cause of abolition, and the issue of slavery slept no more.

Slavery became even more strongly a North vs. South issue, even though three-quarters of Southerners did not own slaves, and Northern states generally did not permit free blacks full rights as citizens.

The Underground Railroad
, which helped escaped slaves find their way north, directly involved the abolitionists. Slave owners were angered when many Northerners refused to obey a federal law that required the return of fugitive slaves. Frederick Douglass
, himself an escaped slave, started another abolitionist newspaper called The North Star. Douglass and other escaped slaves brought the reality of slavery alive to Northerners with speeches and appearances at public rallies.

In 1852 a novel about slavery by Harriet Beecher Stowe, Uncle Tom’s Cabin
, became an instant best-seller and inflamed the passions of millions of people on both sides of the slavery issue.

Events continued to drive wedges between the regions. In 1857 the Dred Scott Decision
 of the U.S. Supreme Court declared that slavery legally could exist in any territory. The case was brought after Dred Scott, a slave in Missouri, was taken by his master to the Wisconsin Territory, which was free territory. Later, the slave and master returned to Missouri, which was a slave state.


With the help of lawyers in the abolition movement, Scott argued that—having lived for a time in a free territory—he was legally a free man. The Supreme Court disagreed. In his decision Chief Justice Roger Taney wrote that blacks, free or slave, were not citizens, and that they were “so inferior that they had no rights which a white man was bound to respect,” including the right to sue in court. Taney went on to say that Dred Scott was the property of his owner, and since property is protected by the Fifth Amendment to the Constitution, Congress had no right to deprive Scott’s owner of his property anywhere in the United States. In Taney’s opinion all the compromises that had already restricted slavery were unconstitutional.
Southerners were overjoyed at the decision. Northern abolitionists were enraged.

Two years later a white abolitionist named John Brown
 led his supporters on a raid on the federal government’s arsenal and gun factory at Harpers Ferry, Virginia. Brown had become obsessed with the idea of freeing slaves by military force, and in 1859 he organized a raid on government weapons stored at Harper’s Ferry, Virginia (now West Virginia). Brown planned to seize the weapons and give them to slaves to start a slave revolt. But U.S. army soldiers and marines surrounded him and his eighteen followers, and ten of his men were killed. Brown was captured, convicted, and hanged six weeks later.

Even so, Southerners were angered because he became a hero or martyr in the eyes of many people in the North who opposed slavery. Slave owners in the South saw the incident as dangerous treason. They had not forgotten the bloody revolt by slaves many years earlier in Virginia called the Nat Turner Rebellion. In that incident, a band of some seventy slaves had killed about sixty white before finally being captured or killed.

This was the climate as Abraham Lincoln ran in the presidential election of 1860. In his campaign, Lincoln said he opposed allowing slavery in any new territories, but he did not call for outright abolition of slavery. Still, many Southern leaders were convinced that the North, and Lincoln, would ruin them sooner or later. The four-way presidential race gave Lincoln and the Republican Party victory with votes from states in the North and West. Six weeks after the election, South Carolina seceded from the Union. Half a dozen other Deep South states quickly followed. Within a matter months the Confederacy grew to include 11 states, and the Civil War began.

4.3 Growing Apart: North and South—(Do Now)

Year: ________________________

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


4.3 Growing Apart: North and South—(Notes)


1) Nullification. The nullification crisis is considered important because it is an example of the struggle between “federal and state authority” (see standard, above). That is, it is an example of how states sometimes argue with the federal government over who has the power to do what. Nullification is the doctrine or theory that individual states have the right to nullify, or declare void, federal laws within their borders that they believe violate the Constitution.  The theory has been put forth from time to time in American history when disputes erupted between states’ rights and the powers of the federal government.  The doctrine of nullification has virtually no support today. Test Hint: Be sure to remember that the nullification crisis occurred as a result of an unpopular tariff.
2) The Dred Scott Decision. This famous Supreme Court case, Dred Scott v. Sandford (1857) is specifically mentioned in the standards. Be sure to remember it.
3) Frederick Douglass, an escaped slave, is famous for being a powerful public speaker and influential abolitionist. His most famous speech is called “What, to the Slave, is the 4th of July?” He had been invited to speak at a 4th of July celebration, and his audience probably expected him to praise the United States. Instead, he gave a withering critique of American hypocrisy:

What, to the American slave, is your Fourth of July?

I answer, a day that reveals to him more than all other days of the year, the gross injustice and cruelty to which he is the constant victim.

To him your celebration is a sham; your boasted liberty an unholy license; your national greatness, swelling vanity.

Your sounds of rejoicing are empty and heartless, your shouts of liberty and equality, hollow mockery; your prayers and hymns, your sermons and thanksgivings, with all your religious parade and solemnity, are to him mere bombast, fraud, deception, impiety, and hypocrisy—a thin veil to cover up crimes which would disgrace a nation of savages.
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1.

This white abolitionist used violence to try to end slavery. He was hanged after trying to steal guns from an arsenal at Harper's Ferry, Virginia.

2.

This newspaper, started by William Lloyd Garrison, was dedicated to ending slavery.

3.

Before the Civil War, which area of the United States had developed an agricultural economy which depended on slave labor?

4.

This book by Harriet Beecher Stowe had a profound effect on attitudes towards slavery in the decade before the Civil War.

5.

With the help of lawyers in the abolition movement, this man sued to win his freedom, with the argument that living in a free territory made him a free man.

6.

If a state wants to secede, this means it wants to

7.

This man escaped slavery and became a famous public speaker in the abolition movement in the decades before the Civil War.

8.

This abolitionist was hanged for trying to start a slave rebellion in Virginia.

9.

This man started The Liberator, an abolitionist newspaper.

10.

This term refers to a network of people, routes, and safe houses that helped escaped slaves find their way to freedom in the North.

11.

This woman wrote Uncle Tom's Cabin, a famous anti-slavery novel.

12.

This man claimed he was free because his master had taken him to a free territory. In 1857, The Supreme Court disagreed with him.

13.

"What, to the slave, is the 4th of July?" is a famous speech by
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5.1 The Civil War—(Reading A)
By 1860, the year Abraham Lincoln
, a Republican was elected president, the North and the South had become two vastly different regions. The North was changing into an industrial society, with factories, growing cities, and wage labor. The South, however, remained a region of farms, with slave labor a key part of the economy. On many issues, especially policies toward industry, tariffs, and slavery, the two sections of the country had grown increasingly hostile toward each other.

South Carolina had threatened to secede (leave the nation) before. The election of Lincoln was the final straw. Only six weeks after the election, South Carolina declared itself out of the Union
. It was soon followed by six other Southern states. Together, these states organized into the Confederate States of America.

This new country, headed by its president, Jefferson Davis, felt perfectly justified in this action. The United States, the Confederacy
 argued, was created as a voluntary union that a state could leave at any time. Many Confederate leaders believed they were following the principles of self-government that were at the heart of American beliefs.

The war began in 1861 when South Carolina soldiers fired upon U.S. troops who refused to leave Fort Sumter, a Federal fort on a small island in the harbor of Charleston. Lincoln called for volunteers for the Union army. The undecided states, (like Virginia, just south of Washington, D.C.) quickly took one side or the other.

As fighting began, the purpose of the war was to stop the 11 confederate states from seceding. Although Lincoln had long spoken against slavery, he did not make ending slavery a purpose of the war when it began. Several slave states, in fact, like Maryland and Kentucky, stayed in the Union.

The South was at a big disadvantage from the beginning. The North had over two times the population, most of the factories, and many more miles of railroads. The South, however, was fighting to defend its own territory, and it had very talented military leaders like General Robert E. Lee. Early in the war, these gave the South big victories. But over time the North’s advantages were overwhelming.

By 1862 Lincoln was convinced that ending slavery should be declared a specific goal of the war. Such a step would also help keep England from siding with the South. The president issued the Emancipation Proclamation
 in 1862, to take effect in January 1863. But victory in the war was long in coming and often appeared uncertain.

In April 1865 the capital of the Confederacy, Richmond, Virginia, finally fell. General Lee and his army retreated from the city with the Union army in hot pursuit. But within a week, Lee surrendered to General Ulysses S. Grant in a small town called Appomattox. Grant treated the defeated Confederate army generously, and sent supplies of food to the nearly starving soldiers. A few days later a fanatic named John Wilkes Booth shot and killed President Lincoln.
5.1 Civil War Revivals –(Reading B)
As the nation moved toward the Civil War, both sides rallied God to their own side. Some churches could not bear the strain. In 1837, the Presbyterian Church split apart, north and south, over the rightness or wrongness of slavery. In 1844, the Methodists also divided over slavery, followed a year later by the Baptists. All of them worshiped Jesus Christ, but this alone could not overcome their differences. As Abraham Lincoln would put it, "Both read the same Bible and pray to the same God, and each invokes His aid against the other."

Christians of the North believed that slavery was an obstacle to God's purpose for America, and the existence of slavery was preventing Christ’s return. Meanwhile, southern Christians defended slavery. They cited the apparent approval of slavery in many passages, as well as the fact that slavery was widespread among the ancient Hebrews and early Christians. Furthermore, they claimed that they were promoting the Christian faith among their slaves.

Both sides came to see the war as God’s punishment. Northerners thought that God was punishing America for tolerating slavery. Southerners thought that God was punishing the nation for such ungodly practices as labor unions, women's rights, and the abolition of slavery.

Both armies included chaplains, ministers who accompanied the troops and led religious services. The leaders of both sides—Abraham Lincoln in the north, and confederate generals such as Robert E. Lee in the south—also aroused religious feelings with stirring speeches and sermons. During the war’s many revivals, hundreds of thousands of soldiers “accepted Christ,” even while they went about the business of killing and plundering.

According to historian Paul Johnson: "To judge by the many hundreds of sermons and specially-composed church prayers which have survived, ministers were among the most fanatical on both sides. The churches played a major role in the dividing of the nation, and it is probably true that it was the splits in the churches which made a final split in the nation inevitable.”

Key Idea:

Religion played a big part in the U.S. Civil War. Both sides experienced an increase in religious feelings which were expressed in sermons, bible readings, and prayer meetings. Collectively, these meetings are known as Civil War revivals
. Armies on both sides encouraged the belief that “God is on our side,” and many revivals were led by military generals. Preachers on both sides inflamed passions by preaching that the Civil War was a kind of “holy war.”
5.1 Civil War—(Do Now)

Year: ________________________

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


5.1 Civil War—(Notes)


1) The Civil War. Here are six facts about the Civil War that I absolutely expect you to remember:
1. The nickname for the northern states was the “Union”.

2. The nickname for the southern states was the “Confederacy”.

3. Abraham Lincoln (president of the Union) freed the slaves—(at least symbolically)—with his Emancipation Proclamation.

4. The North (Union) won the war.

5. As a result of the Civil War, slavery was abolished in the United States.

6. A few days after the end of the war, President Lincoln was assassinated by a southerner.

2) Civil War dates. I also expect you to memorize the dates of the Civil War (1861 - 1865).  Here is a mnemonic device (memory aid) that may help you memorize these dates:
In 1861, the war begun.*

In 1862, the bullets flew.

In 1863, Lincoln set the slaves free.

In 1864, there still was war.

In 1865, soldiers went home to their wives.

*English learners please be aware that the grammar of the first sentence is deliberately incorrect.
Top of Form
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1.

This U.S. president freed the slaves.

2.

Which U.S. war was the first war documented by the new technology of photography?

3.

The assassination of President Lincoln took place shortly after the end of which war?

4.

Which side won the U.S. Civil War?

5.

In the United States, slavery was abolished as a result of which war?

6.

During the Civil War, the southern states were known as the
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Buccaneers
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Loyalists
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Union
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Confederacy
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Freebooters

7.

During the Civil War, the northern states were known as the

8.

In what year did the U.S. Civil War end?

9.

In what year did the U.S. Civil War begin?

10.

The years 1861 - 1865 correspond to what period in American History?
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5.2 Reconstruction—(Reading)
The period following the civil war is called Reconstruction
. This period lasted a dozen years, (from 1865 to 1787).

The Civil War was over, but big unanswered questions remained: What would happen to the Southerners who had fought against the Union? And what would happen to the four million slaves who had now been declared free?

Lincoln was dead, so the task of “reconstructing” the South fell first to his vice-president, Andrew Johnson, and then to Johnson’s successor, Ulysses Grant. (Grant was a military hero who had led the Union army during the war). These presidents struggled with Congress to find the right balance between “punishing” the South and welcoming the southern states back into the Union.

During Reconstruction, Congress passed three new constitutional amendments—the 13th Amendment
, the 14th Amendment
, and the 15th Amendment
. Not surprisingly, these three amendments are called the Reconstruction Era Amendments
.
	Amendment
	Effect

	13th
	This amendment officially outlawed slavery in America.

	14th
	This amendment made the former slaves citizens of the United States.

	15th
	This amendment gave black men the right to vote. (Women would not get the vote for another 50 years).


For the freed slave, Reconstruction offered a miraculous window of hope. Those born into slavery could now vote and own land. In parts of the South, blacks could ride with whites on trains and eat with them in restaurants. A new federal agency, the Freedmen’s Bureau
, opened schools, orphanages, and public relief projects aimed at improving the lives of blacks all over the South. Perhaps most stunning of all, African-Americans were holding political office. Blacks were becoming sheriffs and judges. They were elected to school boards and city councils. Sixteen blacks sat in Congress from 1867-77. All in all, about 600 blacks served as legislators at the local level.

Still, life was hard. The South’s economy was totally ruined by the war. Many farms and cities were in ruins. Southern whites feared what might happen with wandering groups of unemployed blacks, and passed laws called Black Codes
. These generally put curfews and travel restrictions on blacks, and prevented them from enjoying full rights of citizens.

Yet for all the hardships and uncertainties, Reconstruction was a “happy time” for blacks. Within a relatively short period of time—only a dozen years—Black men and women went from being slaves to being free citizens of the United States. Not only that, but Black men were even given the right to vote. For blacks, the future seemed brighter than ever before.
5.1 Reconstruction—(Do Now)

Year: ________________________

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


5.2 Reconstruction—(Notes)
Today’s worksheet is called The History of the Constitution. The following notes should help you make sense of the worksheet.
1. States’ Rights vs. Federal Authority. The U.S. Constitution is based on an idea called federalism—two layers of government that work side by side. States have authority (jurisdiction) over certain things (like marriage), while the federal (national) government has authority over others things (such as the nation’s defense). It is hardly surprising that there are often tug-o’-wars between the states and the federal government. The content standard cited above is basically asking the question: when states and the federal government get into a tussle—which side usually wins?
2. The Nullification Crisis. You have already studied the nullification crisis. This crisis started in the 1820s, when Congress passed tariffs on imported goods. The North wanted to protect its industries from foreign competition, but Southerners were angered, since high tariffs raised the cost of imported products. Some South Carolina leaders even argued that the principle of “states’ rights” gave states the power of “nullification
”—the right to ignore the federal tariff law within their own borders.

Today, there are very few people who still believe that states have the power to “nullify” federal laws. This shows that over time, the authority of the federal government has increased, while the authority of state governments has decreased. In other words, the Nullification Crisis teaches us that the federal government is more powerful than state governments.

3. The Civil War. We have also learned that the Civil War was fought over two divisive issues:

1. Do individual states have the right to secede
 from the United States? (secede = leave).

2. Should slavery be abolished everywhere? Or can individual states decide for themselves whether slavery should be legal or illegal?

The North’s victory settled these two questions once and for all.

1. Individual states do not have the right to leave the United States.

2. From now on, slavery would be illegal in all states.

Therefore, the Civil War is another clear example of how the power of the federal government has grown over time. Before the Civil War, states imagined that they were “equal” to the federal government, with the power to secede, and the power to deny basic rights to African-Americans. But Abraham Lincoln put them in their place.

4. Expansion of Democracy. The U.S. Constitution has been amended 27 times. (The first 10 amendments are called the Bill of Rights). You are not expected to remember all of these amendments, but you are expected to recognize that many of these amendments follow a general trend. Can you spot the trend?
	Amendment
	Date Ratified
	Effect

	
	1787
	When the Constitution was first ratified, only white men could vote.

	15th
	1870
	Black men are given the right to vote

	19th
	1920
	Women are given the right to vote

	24th
	1964
	Poll taxes are abolished. Finally, even poor blacks in Southern states can vote.

	26th
	1971
	18 year-olds are given the right to vote. This amendment was proposed during the Vietnam War era, a time when many eighteen-year-olds were being drafted to fight—yet still were not allowed to vote. Wisely, congress decided that if you are old enough to go to war and kill people, you are also old enough to vote.


5. Summary. Did you spot the overall trend? Hopefully you noticed that democracy has expanded over time. In other words, as years have passed, more and more people have been given the right to vote.
The U.S. Constitution has changed a lot since it was first ratified in 1787. Specifically, it has changed (been amended) 27 times. The effect of these changes has been to expand democracy—to include more and more people in the voting process.

Another way that the Constitution has changed is the shift in power which has occurred between the federal government and the states. (Power has shifted away from the states, and toward the federal government).  In 1787, states considered themselves “equal” to the federal government. But the Civil War changed all that. Today, the federal government has the “final word” when it comes to most disagreements.
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1.

These amendments abolished slavery, granted citizenship to African Americans, and gave Black men the right to vote.

2.

During this period in American history, Blacks became citizens for the first time.

3.

These amendments are sometimes called the Reconstruction Amendments.

4.

These amendments greatly increased the rights of African Americans.

5.

The period called "Reconstruction" is the period immediately following which war?

6.

The first African-Americans elected to Congress were elected during the period called

7.

This term refers to laws passed in Southern states after the Civil War that restricted travel and other activities of freed slaves.

8.

This term refers to the period from 1865-1877 following the Civil War.

9.

This amendment abolished slavery after the Civil War.

10.

The 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments had a huge impact on the lives of which ethnic/racial group?

11.

This agency offered help and education to freed slaves during the period known as Reconstruction.
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5.3 Jim Crow—(Reading)
The biggest problem with Reconstruction was that it came to an end. In 1876, a controversial election resulted in a new president, Rutherford B. Hayes, and Hayes—in a secret backroom deal—agreed to withdraw federal troops from the south in exchange for political support from southern politicians. This deal is called the Compromise of 1877
. With the federal troops gone, there was no one left to enforce fair treatment of blacks. Southern whites soon found ways to regain control over state governments and to “put blacks back in their place.”
In this lesson, you will learn how the great gains made by Blacks during Reconstruction were taken away as soon as Reconstruction came to an end. The period which follows is often called the Jim Crow Era
.
Economically, the South’s plantation system was destroyed by the war and the end of slavery. During Reconstruction, some northerners had wanted the land of the big plantations broken up and divided among the former slaves. In fact, many former slaves were promised “forty aces and a mule
,” in order to help them get a new start. Unfortunately, this land reform plan never went forward.

Instead, blacks soon found themselves trapped in an economic system called sharecropping
. Former slaves knew how to grow crops, but they had no land and could not afford to buy their own farms, so most entered into arrangements with southern whites, sometimes their former masters. In return for seed, tools, and use of the land, freedmen turned over a “share of the crop” at harvest time. Often 50% of the harvest was required as repayment. Few people could get ahead under those circumstances. Most blacks were illiterate and unable to make mathematical calculations. Some were at the mercy of vindictive whites who cheated sharecroppers outright. When the harvest came, if the debt exceeded harvest revenues, the sharecropper remained bound to the owner. Many black farmers owed so much money that even if they gave the landowner the entire crop for several harvests, they still would have been deep in debt. In many ways, this system resembled slavery.

Another problem faced by blacks was terrorism. Following the Civil War, some whites formed secret societies like the Ku Klux Klan
 to regain their political and social dominance. These groups used threats, beatings, and even murder to frighten blacks away from voting. The Klan and other groups were responsible for the lynching
 (public murder) of thousands of black citizens and the harassment and intimidation of countless others. Known for their white hoods and burning crosses, the KKK used terror and violence to prevent change in Southern society. And it was not only ex-Confederate soldiers and poor whites who joined the Klan. Ministers, merchants, military officers and other professionals all donned hoods, burned crosses, and murdered those who interfered with their white-supremacist vision.

Also, in the Jim Crow Era, southern states found sneaky ways to disenfranchise
 blacks. In other words, they used several devices to deny blacks the right to vote. Besides outright intimidation through the Ku Klux Klan and other organizations like it, there were poll taxes
, which imposed a fee for voting. This shut out most blacks because they were among the poorest members of southern society. Also, literacy tests
 and exams about provisions of the state constitution were administered to blacks, which they could not possibly pass because they had been denied an education for most of their lives. Even educated blacks would have found some of the questions impossible. (For example, one question on such a test was “How many bubbles are there in a bar of soap?”) Those who failed were not allowed to vote. Since whites could not answer such questions either, loopholes called grandfather clauses
 allowed individuals who did not pass the literacy test to vote—as long as their fathers or grandfathers had voted before Reconstruction began. Needless to say, blacks who were the sons of slaves could not take advantage of this loophole. These devices effectively eliminated the African-American vote in the South.

Furthermore, new laws segregated
 southern society into two worlds, one black, one white. Blacks and whites lived in separate neighborhoods, went to different schools, ate in separate restaurants, even sat in different places on the bus. Almost always, conditions for African-Americans were worse than those for whites.

Laws which enforced segregation were called “Jim Crow
” laws. They were named after a fictitious character in a popular minstrel show
. The character Jim Crow sang and danced and didn’t give anyone any trouble, and thus he represents a black person “who knows his place.”

In 1896 the Supreme Court reinforced Jim Crow laws in a famous case called Plessy v. Ferguson
. The case began when Homer Plessy, who was only one-eighth black and therefore looked white, wanted to show how foolish racial categories were. To do this he sat in the white section of a railroad car. He was promptly arrested and jailed.
His case went all the way to the Supreme Court, and in 1896 the Supreme Court issued its verdict: Homer Plessy was guilty. To support its opinion, the Supreme Court said that there is nothing unconstitutional about segregation as long as facilities for whites and blacks are “equal.” This idea is known as the “separate but equal doctrine”
.” In theory, “separate but equal” might sound okay, but in reality facilities for whites and blacks were very rarely equal. Nonetheless, the Plessy v Ferguson case and the “separate but equal” doctrine firmly established the legality of segregation for the next 58 years. (Plessy v. Ferguson and the “separate but equal doctrine were finally overturned by another famous Supreme Court Case, Brown v. Board of Education, in 1954).

In summary, federal troops left the South in 1877, bringing an end to the period known as Reconstruction. Without the troops and the support of the federal (national) blacks lost nearly everything they had gained during Reconstruction. Planters cheated the freedmen, and southern governments passed laws that kept poor blacks working on the planters’ land. Other new laws made it virtually impossible for blacks to vote and segregated blacks from whites in schools, libraries, hotels, rest rooms, trains, parks, hospitals, restaurants, and other places. And there wasn’t much that blacks could do about Jim Crow racism and discrimination, since they couldn’t vote.
Jim Crow stayed around for a long time. It wasn’t until some 75 years later that a “new” Civil Rights Movement led by Martin Luther King Jr. forced the federal government to once again intervene on behalf of blacks living in southern states. 

5.3 Jim Crow—(Do Now)

Year: ________________________

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


5.3 Jim Crow—(Notes)

Today’s worksheet, Effects of the Civil War, Reconstruction, and the Industrial Revolution, is mostly a review of things you have already learned. However, there may be a few terms that are unfamiliar to you. The following notes should help.

1. Demographic Shifts. The term “demographics” refers to the study of human populations. Demographers typically try to answer such questions as:

· How many people live in this area?

· Do most of them live in cities or on farms?

· What is the average age?

· What is the average family size?

· How long do most people live?

· What is their average income?
2. Demographic shifts caused by the Industrial Revolution. One of the biggest changes caused by the Industrial Revolution is the demographic shift toward cities. (Many people moved from living on farms to living in cities). This is because new machines made farms more productive (fewer people were needed to grow the same amount of food), so many farm workers lost their jobs. Your worksheet refers to this in the following sentence: “Mechanization of farming displaced many farm workers.” So where are all these out-of-work farmers going to go? To the cities, of course, to look for a new job! Fortunately, the cities have lots of new jobs, because new factories (also a result of the Industrial Revolution) need people to work the machines. These push-pull factors resulted in hundreds of thousands of people moving from farms to cities.
In another sentence, your worksheet says: “The United States shifted from a mostly rural to an industrial society after the Civil War.” A rural society is a society where most people live and work on farms. An “industrial society” is a society with lots of factories and large cities.  An industrial society is an urban society. Again, America’s shift from a rural society to an urban society is the result of the Industrial Revolution, which really picked up speed in the years following the Civil War.
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1.

Laws that kept the races segregated were called

2.

This term originally referred to a character in a minstrel show.

3.

This term refers to a type of entertainment featuring singers and comedians in blackface.

4.

Poll taxes, grandfather clauses, and literacy tests were used to

5.

This term refers to a farmer who "rents" his land by promising the owner a share of his crop.

6.

Extrajudicial executions are called

7.

This term refers to an organization of whites that terrorized blacks in the South after the Civil War.

8.

This term refers to the separation or isolation of a race, class, or group.
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6.1 The Industrial Revolution—(Reading)
“Industry” is a word that refers to businesses (especially factories) that make things. For example, if you work in the car industry, you probably work in a factory that makes cars, or some related business. The word “revolution” is used to describe a very rapid change. Therefore, by putting these two words together, we have created a term which implies a very rapid change in the way that people make things. More specifically, the term “Industrial Revolution” refers to the huge changes that took place in the world when people stopped making things by hand, and instead they started manufacturing things with machines.

The Industrial Revolution is directly related to the concepts of “work” and “energy.” Before the Industrial Revolution, all work was done either by humans or animals. A very limited amount of work was extracted from the wind (sailing, wind mills) or from water (water mills) or by burning fuels like wood or coal (for heat).  Basically, if you wanted to lift something, you had to lift it yourself, or you had to force an animal to lift it for you.

The Industrial Revolution changed that. The industrial Revolution started when people learned how to take heat energy (from burning wood or coal) and turn it into mechanical energy (energy that moves a piston or a wheel). Suddenly, humans and animals no longer had to do all the work. Now, if you wanted something lifted, you could build a machine to lift it. Today, machines do almost all the “work” in the world (or at least in the “industrial” world). All humans need to do is to keep feeding the machines.

When did the Industrial Revolution start? There is no precise starting date for the Industrial Revolution, but a convenient starting point is the year 1776. That was the year when British inventor James Watt invented the steam engine. This invention was the first time that a human had been able to take something like wood or coal, burn it, then convert that heat into mechanical energy.  1776 is also an easy date to remember; because it is the same year that our founding fathers signed the Declaration of Independence.

When did the Industrial Revolution end? By the year 1900, the Industrial Revolution had completely transformed the world. Factories were everywhere, and people no longer made things by hand. People no longer rode horses; instead they travelled on trains, streetcars, and early automobiles. Sailing ships had been replaced by steam ships. The year 1900 is therefore a convenient end date for the Industrial Revolution. So memorize these dates: The Industrial Revolution (1776 – 1900)

Wait! You said that the word “revolution” implies a rapid change. Now you’re telling me that the Industrial Revolution lasted more than 100 years!

Yes, that’s right. The Industrial Revolution was a “slow” revolution that took more than one hundred years. But that is lightning fast when you consider how thoroughly and completely it changed the world. If someone from 1776 could travel through time to the year 1900, he or she would be absolutely stunned by all the changes in the world. In particular, he or she would be astounded by the huge number of machines that humans have made. These machines do almost all the work that humans and animals used to do. Humans and animals no longer have to do “heavy lifting.” That’s what we’re talking about when we talk about the Industrial Revolution.

Not only did the Industrial Revolution change the world, it also accelerated the pace of change in the world. Before the Industrial Revolution, the world simply did not change that much from one generation to the next. If you were a farmer, you probably lived and worked in very much the same way as your great-great-great-great-great-great grandfather did. Lifestyles and work styles just didn’t change that much.

That is no longer true. The world that your parents were born in is quite different from the world that your grandparents were born in; and the world that you were born into is quite different from the world that your parents were born into. And if you have children, the world that they will be born into will very likely be completely different from the world that you were born into. This accelerated pace of change is a result of the Industrial Revolution.

People sometimes think that the Industrial Revolution occurred because humans got “smarter” or because the “scientific method” allowed us to invent new technologies. This is not quite true. We must not forget that the Industrial Revolution depends, first and foremost, on fossil fuels. Fossil fuels are fuels such as coal, oil, and natural gas. These substances used to be alive—they were living, organic matter—and therefore they burn very easily. They also have been “fossilized” (compressed into rocks or liquids), and therefore they are “concentrated.” These concentrated forms of energy are easily extracted from the earth. These fuels are the ones that we need to continually feed the machines.

Today, fossil fuels are relatively cheap, and therefore our society is blessed with an abundance of labor-saving devices. According to some calculations, the work that machines do for each person in the United States is equivalent to the work of 136 slaves. Think about that! Even the poorest among you is living the lifestyle of a king, thanks to your many “oil slaves.” But all of these slaves will stop working when we run out of oil. And when we do run out of fossil fuels, it probably won’t matter how “smart” we are or how technically innovative we are: The Industrial Age will come crashing to a halt—unless, of course, we can find a new source of energy.

Again, it bears repeating: The Industrial Revolution and our current age is an age of factories and machinery---machines that run on fossil fuels such as coal, oil, and natural gas. It is an age of “cheap energy,” and today, humans and animals hardly have to do any “lifting” or “pulling.” But fossil fuels are going to run out in the next hundred years, so very soon we may find ourselves moving rapidly toward a post-industrial world, a world that looks much more like the world of 1776 than the world we know today.

6.1 The Industrial Revolution
Year: _____________________
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


6.1 Industrial Revolution—(Notes)

Today’s worksheet is called Emergence of the United States as an Industrial Power. The point of this standard, I think, is contained in the first bullet point:

· At the end of the civil War, the United States was still a mostly agricultural nation. Within the next sixty years, the country grew to be the leading industrial power in the world.
That, if you think about it, is a pretty amazing fact. It means that by 1920, the United States had more factories and was making more things by machine than any other country. No wonder the United States is an economic and military superpower today! This leads to an interesting question: What enabled the United States to industrialize so quickly? The worksheet provides several answers. The following notes elaborate on two of the most important:

1. Natural Resources. The United States is incredibly blessed—it just happens to have an abundant supply of all the things that you need if you want to industrialize—that is, if you want to build machines and make them run. Primarily, you need steel, iron, and fossil fuels (coal, oil).

2. Canals, Rivers, and Railways. In 1800 most roads were poor. Soon, however, canals like the Erie Canal in New York State opened easier routes to the West. They also cut the cost of shipping farm crops and manufactured goods dramatically—in some cases by 90 percent. The steamboat quickly matched their success, because it could easily go upstream in rivers like the Mississippi and the Ohio, or navigate the great Lakes. After about 1830 railroad tracks began to spread rapidly across the landscape
.

People began to talk of a coast-to-coast railroad in the 1850s. As the West opened up, farmers needed fast, cheap transportation to send cattle and wheat back east. Building the transcontinental railroad
 was backbreaking work, especially without the heavy machines workers have today. One railroad company, the Central Pacific, started from California and built east, while the Union Pacific started from Nebraska and built west. The project was a sort of race, because whichever company laid more track got more money and more land beside the rail lines from the government.

When the Union Pacific and the Central Pacific met at Promontory Summit, Utah, in 1869, their amazing feat of engineering changed the face of the nation. It cleared the land of buffalo and pushed Indians onto reservations. New railway towns were born. For the first time ever, there were time zones and synchronized clocks to coordinate trains between those towns. Trains brought thousands of new pioneers to the plains, as a five-month journey became one of just eight days. Now America was united in a whole new way, as news, crops, people, and goods could travel between East and West as never before.
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1.

Which "Revolution" completely transformed the world between 1776 and 1900?

2.

The Industrial Revolution
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increased the pace of change in the world
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slowed down the pace of change in the world

3.

In 1776 British inventor James Watt invented the steam engine. This invention marks the beginning of which "Revolution"?

4.

Which are the dates of the Industrial Revolution?

5.

This railway system, completed in 1868, extended across the continent.

6.

What are fossil fuels?

7.

The Industrial Revolution is directly related to
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computers
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wind power
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pack animals
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fossil fuels
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automatic rifles

8.

[image: image98]The railroad building boom during the nineteenth century contributed to
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the rapid industrialization of the United States.
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the establishment of trade relations with Mexico.
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increasing agricultural production in the Northeast.
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dramatic population decreases in Southern cities.

9.

In the 1800s, the number of factories in the United States increased dramatically. This was a result of which "Revolution"?

10.

Who invented the steam engine?

11.

Which of the following is most closely related to the Industrial Revolution?
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machinery and factories
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democracy and capitalism
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fascism and communism
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women's suffrage
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abolition and Prohibition
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6.2 Robber Barons

In feudal times in Europe, some wealthy landowners would steal from travelers who passed through their lands. These not-so-noble noblemen became known as “robber barons.” (Baron is a nobleman’s title, like lord or earl.) After the Civil War in America, different kinds of robber barons came along. They didn’t steal directly from travelers passing through their lands, but they found other unethical and even illegal ways to build enormous fortunes. They became so rich and powerful that people began to call them robber barons too. The secret of their wealth lay in the big businesses they built—and the way they built them. In short, they bent the rules of laissez-faire capitalism.

Laissez-faire capitalism, or free-market capitalism, is based on two important principles:

1. The profit motive. Business owners (known as entrepreneurs) are encouraged to try to make a profit by providing a product or service. Importantly, they are also allowed to keep any profits they earn. The government does not interfere in any way. On the contrary, the government “stays out of their way,” allowing entrepreneurs to charge as much as they want for their products, while paying their workers as little as possible.

If the government does not stop these entrepreneurs from overcharging their customers and underpaying their employees—what does? The answer is the second fundamental idea of free-market capitalism:

2. Competition. Competition between businesses keeps prices down. If one company charges too much, customers will take their business elsewhere. And if one company pays its employees too little, workers will find a job elsewhere. Competition between businesses keeps prices down and keeps workers’ wages fair.

In a free market system, competition is both necessary and good. But America’s robber barons found sneaky ways to eliminate competition. Using unethical means, like manipulating stock and unfair labor practices, they drove rivals out of business until all competition was gone. This created monopolies or trusts
. (A “trust” is a type of monopoly).
Think about it. If you have the only lemonade stand on the block, you have a monopoly and can charge whatever people can afford or will agree to pay. But if somebody opens a lemonade stand down the street and charges less, you either have to lower your price or lose the business. That is the competition that is at the heart of a free market. But the robber barons owned all the lemonade stands—along with the lemons, the sugar, the water, and the glasses. By combining their businesses with other businesses, some robber barons soon controlled entire industries.

Two of America’s most famous robber barons were Andrew Carnegie
 (in the steel business) and John D. Rockefeller
 (in the oil business).

Andrew Carnegie revolutionized the steel industry with a new efficient method of turning iron to steel. (Steel is a stronger, more flexible, and lighter form of iron, and it became the foundation of the nation’s industrial growth.) Carnegie had come to America with his poor Scottish parents and started working when he was twelve, as a bobbin boy in a cotton mill. His was truly a rags-to-riches story.

John D. Rockefeller founded the Standard Oil Company in 1870. Soon the company owned more than 90 percent of America’s oil refineries. Rockefeller kept his costs low by buying up companies that let him pump, refine, and sell oil himself. He also made secret deals with railroads to get low rates for shipping.

The companies created by Carnegie and Rockefeller, as well as others like them, made great advances in technology and efficiency. But they were also designed to restrict or eliminate competition. And this, in the end, was bad for the average person. Monopolies and trusts often “fixed” prices, making everything more expensive. And while robber barons were busy getting rich, they were often doing so at the expense of the health, well-being, and sometimes even the lives of their workers. But workers couldn’t find better-paying jobs because all the jobs were controlled by a few people who kept labor unions out, often with the help of armed guards.

The American robber barons could get away with running roughshod over their consumers and employees because this kind of large-scale industry was new to America and there were few laws to control them. Many government officials simply went along because they believed that such businesses were good for America. Others were dishonest and took bribes. A few large companies were becoming larger and richer. At the same time, many average working people were stuck in terrible poverty.

By 1890 average people had complained enough that Congress passed the first law to control these businesses, the Sherman Anti-Trust Act
. (The word “act
” sometimes means the same thing as “law”). This law prohibits monopolies and trusts and other practices that eliminate competition. But few politicians had the courage to enforce this new law against the powerful robber barons. The power of the barons rivaled that of the government itself.

In fact, ironically, it was the robber barons who used the law for their own advantage. Arguing the labor unions “eliminate competition,” they used the Sherman Anti-Trust Act as a legal tool to limit union activity, making the lives of their workers even more miserable.

The rise of industry opened huge gaps between the masses of poor workers and the fabulously wealthy business owners. Though the wealthy were a distinct minority, they lived extravagantly, in castle-like houses with dozens of servants and gardeners. One robber Baron, Cornelius Vanderbilt, once threw a party where guests dug in sandboxes filled with diamonds and other precious gems. Such glittery displays of wealth prompted one noted American author, Mark Twain, to call the called the last quarter of the nineteenth century the “Gilded Age.”

The word gilded means gold-plated (but cheap on the inside). This era is called the Gilded Age because a handful of tycoons—industrial leaders and robber barons—were becoming insanely rich, but the booming economy hid corruption, dirty-deals, and the working poor that lay below the surface of society.
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1.

Business tycoons like John Rockefeller and Andrew Carnegie were sometimes called

2.

This man became fabulously wealthy by controlling the steel industry during the Gilded Age.

3.

Which famous American writer coined the phrase the "Gilded Age"?

4.

In a capitalist system, what keeps business people from over-charging their customers?

5.

If something is covered with a thin layer of gold, we say that it is

6.

Companies known as "trusts" are considered bad because they

7.

This term refers to the late 1800s, a period when some upper class Americans became fabulously wealthy.

8.

This man became fabulously wealthy by controlling the oil industry during the Gilded Age.

9.

Business organizations known as "trusts" are very similar to

10.

"Free market competition" is an idea that is closely associated with
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prohibition
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communism
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capitalism
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abolition
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socialism

11.

A close look at the Gilded Age reveals a lot of

12.

During this period in U.S. History, a handful of business tycoons became super-rich by controlling entire industries (such as the railroad, steel, or oil industries).

13.

The last few decades of the 1800s are often called the ______________ Age.

14.

When Congress passes an "Act," it is passing a

15.

When several companies are joined and managed as if they were one giant company, we call such a company a
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6.3 New Immigrants

Immigrants are another part of the Gilded Age story. Between 1870 and 1920, 27 million of them arrived in the United States. These immigrants are often called “New Immigrants” to distinguish them from earlier waves of immigration. (The term “New Immigrants” is somewhat misleading, however, because later waves of immigration continue even today, “newer” than the “new” immigration). Most came from impoverished farms and town in southern and eastern Europe. They scraped together money to travel as steerage
 passengers, crowded deep in the holds of ships where the luggage was stored. Like those who had come before them, immigrant arriving around the turn of the century were seeking jobs, homes, food, religious freedom, or escape from political wars in their homelands..

Compared to immigrants arriving today, immigrants during the Gilded Age received a gracious welcome. This welcoming mood was idealized in the poem at the base of the Statue of Liberty. This famous poem, “The New Colossus,” contains the following lines:

“Give me your tired, your poor,
your huddled masses yearning to breathe free,
the wretched refuse of your teeming shore.
Send these, the homeless, tempest-tossed, to me.
I lift my lamp beside the golden door.”

As immigrants sailed through the “golden door” of New York Harbor, they crowded on deck to see “Lady Liberty.” For most, the statue was a thrilling first glimpse of America. She towered majestically over New York Harbor and nearby Ellis Island, offering hope to the new arrivals.

The immigration station on Ellis Island was their first stop. Here, inspectors made immigrants pass health examinations and answer questions before they were allowed into the country. Those who had contagious diseases or deformities were turned back. For good reason the island was known as the “isle of tears” or “heartbreak island” among immigrants. But if the immigrants were healthy and “able-bodied,” they were granted citizenship in the United States, and allowed to proceed to New York City.
Where did New Immigrants make their new homes?  Often in cities, because many of the nation’s vast open spaces had already been settled. Moreover, many immigrants didn’t have the money to travel beyond their port of arrival. Cities also had more jobs, as well as ghettos
, or ethnic neighborhoods, settled by people from the same country. The ghettos provided a sense of community and familiarity that helped newcomers adjust to the new nation’s language, politics, and customs.

Still, urban areas were growing, and city life was crowded, loud, and dirty. Many immigrants lived in overflowing apartment buildings called tenements
. Tenements were hot, dark, cramped, airless, and unhealthy, with as many as eight families sharing one bathroom. To make matters worse, many were used as small factories, or “sweatshops,” where immigrant families worked long hours to make a scanty living doing jobs like rolling cigars, assembling silk flowers, or shelling nuts.

Where did the New Immigrants find work? Often in the mines and factories which were propelling America’s Industrial Revolution. Working conditions were typically quite awful. Most workers were on the job ten to fourteen hours a day, six days a week, for very little pay. Many workers, especially miners who worked underground with explosives, worked in unsafe conditions that claimed thousands of lives. Businessmen didn’t give much thought to improving these conditions—they didn’t have to. There were so many immigrants competing for jobs that any worker who complained could easily be replaced.
Since there was not much that one employee alone could do to improve conditions, workers slowly began to organize to make their voices heard. But organizing unions was a tough, uphill battle. Labor unions were sometimes considered illegal, and anyone who tried to organize a union might find himself in jail. Some employers hired thugs or “private security forces” to beat up or even kill labor leaders. For all these reasons, most early unions were not very successful.

By the late 1800s, however, organizations like the American Federation of Labor
 were starting to turn the tide.  The AF of L was formed by Samuel Gompers
, a poor Jewish immigrant who rose to become president of a cigar maker's union in New York City. The AF of L was actually a federation (association) of many labor unions, and as such, represents a trend toward "bigness" similar to what was happening in industry.

Of the millions of New Immigrants who came to the United States during the Gilded Age and the early 20th century, many were no doubt disappointed. Back in their homelands, many had heard wondrous stories about America, and some of them actually believed that here, the streets were “paved with gold.” Upon arriving, however, they faced the realities of factory work, poverty, and discrimination.
Nonetheless, America did offer many opportunities that they did not have in their own homelands. And within a few generations, most of these immigrants had become completely assimilated
 in American society.
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1.

This word means "to integrate somebody into a larger group, so that differences are minimized or eliminated."

2.

This island in New York harbor served as a processing center for new immigrants.

3.

This was a type of apartment building common in big cities starting in the mid-1800s.

4.

This man was the first leader of the American Federation of Labor (AF of L).

5.

In the 1800s, labor unions were sometimes considered
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polygamous
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fatuous
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elitist
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transcendental
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illegal

6.

This was the most famous of the labor unions that grew in the Gilded Age to fight for better pay and conditions for factory workers.
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11.3.1 Describe the contributions of various religious groups to American civic principles and social reform movements (e.g., civil and human rights, individual responsibility and the work ethic, antimonarchy and self-rule, worker protection, family-centered communities). 





11.1.1 Describe the Enlightenment and the rise of democratic ideas as the context in which the nation was founded. 





11.3.2 Analyze the great religious revivals and the leaders involved in them, including the First Great Awakening, the Second Great Awakening, the Civil War revivals, the Social Gospel Movement, the rise of Christian liberal theology in the nineteenth century, the impact of the Second Vatican Council, and the rise of Christian fundamentalism in current times. 





The Declaration of Independence





When in the Course of human events it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands which have connected them with another and to assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which the Laws of Nature and Nature’s God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel them to the separation. 





We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness. (That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed).”








11.1.2 Analyze the ideological origins of the American Revolution, the Founding Fathers' philosophy of divinely bestowed unalienable natural rights, the debates on the drafting and ratification of the Constitution, and the addition of the Bill of Rights. 





11.1.2 Analyze the ideological origins of the American Revolution, the Founding Fathers' philosophy of divinely bestowed unalienable natural rights, the debates on the drafting and ratification of the Constitution, and the addition of the Bill of Rights. 





11.1.2 Analyze the ideological origins of the American Revolution, the Founding Fathers' philosophy of divinely bestowed unalienable natural rights, the debates on the drafting and ratification of the Constitution, and the addition of the Bill of Rights. 





11.1.2 Analyze the ideological origins of the American Revolution, the Founding Fathers' philosophy of divinely bestowed unalienable natural rights, the debates on the drafting and ratification of the Constitution, and the addition of the Bill of Rights. 





11.1.2 Analyze the ideological origins of the American Revolution, the Founding Fathers' philosophy of divinely bestowed unalienable natural rights, the debates on the drafting and ratification of the Constitution, and the addition of the Bill of Rights. 





11.3.5 Describe the principles of religious liberty found in the Establishment and Free Exercise clauses of the First Amendment, including the debate on the issue of separation of church and state.





11.2.1 Know the effects of industrialization on living and working conditions, including the portrayal of working conditions and food safety in Upton Sinclair's The Jungle. 


11.2.2 Describe the changing landscape, including the growth of cities linked by industry and trade, and the development of cities divided according to race, ethnicity, and class. 





11.3.2 Analyze the great religious revivals and the leaders involved in them, including the First Great Awakening, the Second Great Awakening, the Civil War revivals, the Social Gospel Movement, the rise of Christian liberal theology in the nineteenth century, the impact of the Second Vatican Council, and the rise of Christian fundamentalism in current times. 


11.3.3 Cite incidences of religious intolerance in the United States (e.g., persecution of Mormons, anti-Catholic sentiment, anti-Semitism). 


11.10.7 Analyze the women's rights movement from the era of Elizabeth Stanton and Susan Anthony and the passage of the Nineteenth Amendment to the movement launched in the 1960s, including differing perspectives on the roles of women





11.1.3 Understand the history of the Constitution after 1787 with emphasis on federal versus state authority and growing democratization. 


11.10.2 Examine and analyze the key events, policies, and court cases in the evolution of civil rights, including Dred Scott v. Sandford, Plessy v. Ferguson, Brown v. Board of Education, Regents of the University of California v. Bakke, and California Proposition 209. 





11.1.4 Examine the effects of the Civil War and Reconstruction and of the industrial revolution, including demographic shifts and the emergence in the late nineteenth century of the United States as a world power. 


11.3.2 Analyze the great religious revivals and the leaders involved in them, including the First Great Awakening, the Second Great Awakening, the Civil War revivals, the Social Gospel Movement, the rise of Christian liberal theology in the nineteenth century, the impact of the Second Vatican Council, and the rise of Christian fundamentalism in current times. 





11.1.3 Understand the history of the Constitution after 1787 with emphasis on federal versus state authority and growing democratization. 


11.1.4 Examine the effects of the Civil War and Reconstruction and of the industrial revolution, including demographic shifts and the emergence in the late nineteenth century of the United States as a world power. 





11.1.4 Examine the effects of the Civil War and Reconstruction and of the industrial revolution, including demographic shifts and the emergence in the late nineteenth century of the United States as a world power. 





11.2.6 Trace the economic development of the United States and its emergence as a major industrial power, including its gains from trade and the advantages of its physical geography. 








� The cheapest way of travelling was called “steerage,” because passengers slept near the steering mechanism of the ship. 





� Catholic Church - the Christian church that developed in the Roman Empire after the death of Jesus Christ.  Catholic monasteries kept learning alive during the Middle Ages, and the Church itself was a key force in the political life of European kingdoms. �    Catholic priests were especially active during the Age of Discovery in the missions they started in areas of the New World controlled by Spain and France.  During the 1500s a religious movement in Europe called the Protestant Reformation created new churches that opposed some of the beliefs and practices of the Catholics.  Leaders of the new churches often argued that Christianity should be returned to a more simple form based solely on teachings in the Bible.  They also objected to the power of the Pope, the head of the Catholic Church.�    Over the next few centuries Catholics and Protestants often struggled - sometimes violently - to advance their own interpretations of Christianity.  The disputes affected not only European nations, but also the settlement and early history of America.  Fortunately, a spirit of religious tolerance grew up and spread in the new nation, greatly reducing the old conflicts over faith.�    The beliefs that evolved in the Judeo-Christian tradition (including Jews, Catholics, and Protestants) have had an enormous impact on the development of the moral and political ideas of our civilization.  For example, early Christians rejected, often at the cost of their own lives, the power of the Roman government to demand the worship of Roman leaders.  This concept of the self, with a private consciousness entitled to freedom of thought and belief, is at the core of American political beliefs even today.





� Martin Luther – German monk whose protest against the Catholic Church started the Protestant Reformation.





� Protestant Christianity – any version of Christianity that has roots in the Protestant Reformation. Many Protestant Churches have very little in common except for one thing: they do NOT believe that the pope in Rome is the supreme leader of Christianity.  





� Church of England/Anglican Church - the church formed when King Henry VIII broke the Catholic churches in England away from the control of the Catholic Pope in 1534, and placed them under his own control.  This new Protestant church adopted many of the beliefs of other Protestant churches, but also kept some traditions of the Catholic Church.  People who refused to accept the new official church were called dissenters, and in some periods could face jail or worse.  Disputes revolving around the beliefs of the church led several groups, including the Pilgrims and many Puritans, to leave England and start colonies in America. 





� Puritans - members of the Protestant Church of England who objected to some of its practices and beliefs, especially those that seemed similar to the Catholic Church.  They sought to make the Church of England more “pure” by excluding all practices and beliefs that could not be found in the Bible.  Among the most extreme of the Puritans were the Separatists who organized the famous voyage to America on the Mayflower in 1620.  Other Puritans hoped to work to change the church from within. �    In the decades after 1620, thousands of these more moderate Puritans also decided to also come to the Massachusetts area.  In the colonies, the Puritans became known as Congregationalists, because each congregation had the final say on church matters.  �    Because the Puritans held the Bible to be the ultimate authority, schools to teach reading became common in New England.  Another belief made work a kind of worship, and prosperity a sign of God’s blessing.  The early Puritan settlers in Massachusetts generally did not, however, tolerate people with different religious views.





� Quakers - the common name for members of a religious group that began in England in the mid-1600s called the Society of Friends.  Quakers held views that were quite radical for the times.  They opposed all war, and believed in social equality.  They believed each person could know God through his or her own “inner light.”  Their preaching often got them in trouble at home, and many began emigrating to America. �    Pennsylvania was founded by the Quaker William Penn in 1682.  In later years, Quakers were involved in many reform movements, such as the abolition of slavery.





� dissenters – people who disagree with an official policy or belief.





� Puritan work ethic – a willingness to work very hard, without concern for immediate rewards. 





� William Penn – Quaker who established the colony of Pennsylvania.





� Philadelphia – a city founded by Quakers in the colony of Pennsylvania. Its name means “The City of Brotherly Love.”





� pluralistic society - a society that accepts people with different ethnic origins, religious views, and political opinions.  In colonial times, Pennsylvania and New York were good examples.  In modern times, America is an example of a pluralistic society.





� open/closed society - An open society is one which allows people with different views to speak and write freely.  The open discussions that result are thought to be vital to the lives of individuals and to society itself, as well as to the proper operation of the government.  America today is a good example.  �    A closed society is one that is suspicious or intolerant of different views.  It sees dissent as dangerous, and seeks to control or suppress it.  Communist China is a good example.  �    The American colonies, with their English heritage, were generally far more open than almost any other societies of the time.  In the early years, however, the Puritan communities of Massachusetts were closed societies, at least on religious matters.  By the late colonial era, however, they had changed to the more tolerant views of an open society.





� Lord Baltimore - an English colonizer who was the first proprietor of the Maryland colony. Based on the ideas of freedom of religion and separation of church and state, Maryland became known as a haven for Roman Catholics in the New World.





� Tolerance Act – a law that provided for freedom of worship in Maryland.





� The Enlightenment - the era in the late 1600s through the 1700s that is sometimes also called the “Age of Reason.”  During this period, a number of writers in Europe began criticizing such ideas as the “divine right” of kings to rule.  Thinkers like John Locke in England began developing new ideas about individual rights that led to modern ideas of government.  For example, he wrote that all individuals are born with certain natural rights.  He said a legitimate government’s authority can only be based on a kind of “social contract” among the people to allow the government to serve the common needs of all for security.   He also wrote of a right of the people to overthrow an abusive government. �    These ideas spread to the American colonies, and greatly influenced the leaders of the Revolution.  Many Enlightenment ideas are contained in such documents as the Declaration of Independence. �    Enlightenment era thinkers put a great emphasis on the ability of the human mind to understand the universe and human society.  Just as a clock worked on the laws of physics, so could a political system be conceived as a kind of machine that needed only the right design to balance all the forces of society.  Writers of the U.S. Constitution were clearly thinking along such lines as they developed its system of checks and balances, etc.





� John Locke - an English writer and philosopher who lived during the Enlightenment era and developed the social contract theory of government.  In his famous Two Treatises of Civil Government (1690) he developed the idea of natural rights to life, liberty, and property.  He also attacked the idea of the “divine right” of kings, and suggested that individuals in a society have a right to revolt when their natural rights are abused.  His writings had a profound impact on American colonists like Thomas Jefferson as they developed their own ideas during the Revolution.





� natural rights – God-given rights. Enlightenment thinkers often merged God and Nature into one being.





� social contract theory - a political theory which holds that governments are formed as individuals form a kind of “social contract” among themselves.  With this contract, they each agree to give up a small part of their individual liberty to enjoy the benefits of a secure society.  This theory, also called the social compact theory, was developed during the Enlightenment by writers like John Locke.  Its influence can be seen in the Declaration of Independence in the lines that state, “That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed.” �    The social contract theory, which tries to base government on the broad masses of people, was a direct challenge to older ideas, which held that government was based on “God’s will” or ancient tradition or simply raw power.





� democracy – the idea that people can rule themselves by electing their leaders and voting on important issues. Also, any country based on these principles is called a democracy. (See republic, below).





� republic – refers to a country that is “ruled by the people” (that is, democratic). Both “democracy” and “republic” are terms which have been used and abused for centuries. Technically speaking, the United States is a republic because its citizens do not vote directly on bills (laws). Instead, the citizens elect representatives to do it for them. The word democracy doesn’t even appear in the Constitution (Neither does the word God).


True democracy is typically only found in small villages with “town-hall” meetings that allow everyone an equal vote. Still, many people call the United States a democracy, and many of the so-called republics, like the People’s Republic of China, really aren’t republics at all.





� revival – a religious meeting, often led by a travelling preacher who invites everyone, regardless of church membership or denomination. The word “revival” is also used to describe a period when many people all over the country show an increased interest in religion.





� Great Awakening - a revival of religious faith and preaching that spread in the colonies in the 1740s.  A new religious style, focused more on a direct appeal to the emotions than Biblical learning, was part of the movement.  It created and spread new denominations and congregations in the colonies, and this growing diversity promoted the idea of religious tolerance. �    Some historians believe that the challenge of the new churches to the traditional churches also served as a “practice run” for the political challenge colonists would later mount against the British government.


�


� Jonathan Edwards - a famous preacher of the First Great Awakening.





� George Whitefield – a famous preacher of the First Great Awakening.


� thirteen colonies – the original thirteen colonies belonged to Britain. When these colonies declared their independence, they allied themselves together to form a new country, “United States.” Today the United States comprises 50 different states.





� England – an island nation off the coast of Europe. It is also called Britain, Great Britain, or the United Kingdom. (While technically these names refer to different geographical or political regions, in “everyday use” they are often used interchangeably.





� Thomas Jefferson - the Revolutionary era leader from Virginia who was the main author of the Declaration of Independence. 





� Declaration of Independence – a founding document of the United States, written primarily by Thomas Jefferson. It formally declares that the 13 American colonies no longer consider themselves to be part of the British Empire. In a sense, it was tantamount to a declaration of war against Britain. The Declaration was signed by representatives from the colonies on July 4, 1776, a date we continue to observe as Independence Day—the birthday of the United States. 





� tyrant/tyranny - A tyrant is a ruler who is oppressive, cruel, or arbitrary.  Tyranny is the condition under such a ruler.





� delegate – a person who goes to a meeting as a representative of a large group. The words “delegate” and “representative” are often used interchangeably.





� treason – the crime of being disloyal the king or government.





� Benjamin Franklin - a printer in Philadelphia who became a key figure in the push for American independence, and later, an important figure in the writing of the U.S. Constitution. 





� Great Britain – an island nation off the coast of Europe. It is also called England, Britain, or the United Kingdom. (While technically these names refer to different geographical or political regions, in “everyday use” they are often used interchangeably).





� adopt – formally agree to a document or plan.





� natural rights – God-given rights. Enlightenment thinkers often merged God and Nature into one being.





� unalienable – refers to something that cannot be taken away.


� American Revolution / War for American Independence – the war which gave birth to the United States. Before the war, the “thirteen colonies” along the Atlantic coast belonged to Britain.  By winning the war against Britain, these colonies became semi-independent states which belong to the United States. 





� George Washington - the Virginia plantation owner who rose to command the Continental Army during the Revolution, and later served as the first president of the United States.





� Articles of Confederation - the document that organized the 13 states into a national government during the Revolution, and for about five years after.  This “first constitution” proved to be not very workable, because it gave too little power to the national level of government.  As a result, a convention was called for 1787 in Philadelphia to consider changes to the Articles.  The delegates decided instead to write an entirely new document, the U.S. Constitution.





� constitution – a constitution is like a rule-book for the way a government works. It might well be compared to an official rule book for a competitive sport such as basketball. Constitutions are often called “the supreme law of the land.”


 


� Constitutional Convention – a meeting held in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, in the summer of 1787, at which delegates (representatives) from the states gathered to write the U.S. Constitution.





� U.S. Constitution – the official “rulebook” of the United States. It describes the powers, rules, and limits of the government. It was written in the summer of 1787 at the Constitutional Convention, and is considered an essential “founding document.” Many other countries have based their own constitutions on the U.S. Constitution.


 


� founding fathers – the men who wrote the U.S. Constitution.





� principle - a basic idea or rule that everyone agrees with. (Most people agree with the principle that lying is wrong, but in the real world, lying is sometimes necessary).   





� separation of powers - the principle of dividing government power among different parts of the government so no one part gets too much power.  It can be seen clearly in the Constitution, with its division of the national government into three main branches, the Legislative, the Executive, and the Judicial.





� abuse – to misuse; to use in such a way that causes harm.





� checks and balances - the concept by which different parts of the government keep an eye on the other parts, and prevent them from getting too far out of line.  For example, the president can veto a bill passed by Congress, while Congress is given the power to impeach the president. 


 


� veto – refers to the power of the president to unilaterally stop a piece of legislation. (Literally, “I forbid”). 


� override – to override a veto means to pass a law anyway, even if the president has tried to veto it.





� unconstitutional – not in agreement with the Constitution.  If the Supreme Court says that a law is unconstitutional, then it is not a valid law and cannot be legitimately enforced.





� federalism - the concept of dividing government into two layers, a national level and a state level.  Under the Constitution, various governmental powers and responsibilities are split between the federal government and the state governments.  This keeps many key functions close to the people in their individual states, but also provides for a national government to handle functions appropriate to that level, such as the military, trade laws, and foreign relations.  (Cities, towns, and other local governments are actually part of the state layer, because they are established by state laws.)





� jurisdiction - the area over which a person (or institution) has authority. For example, loosely speaking, Mr. Livingston has jurisdiction over ISA, but he has no jurisdiction over Lincoln High School.





� Great Compromise (Connecticut Compromise) – an agreement reached at the Constitutional Convention to satisfy both big states (which favored proportional representation in Congress) and small states (which favored equal representation in Congress). The compromise resulted in a bicameral Congress—in other words, we two houses in Congress, one with representation based on population (the House of Representatives), and another with equal representation of two members from each state (the Senate).  





� bicameral – literally means “two rooms.” It refers to the idea of that our Congress (like other legislative bodies around the world) is divided into two bodies, “houses,” or “chambers.” The “upper house” is the Senate, and the “lower house” is the House of Representatives.





� bill – a proposed law (a law which has not yet been officially approved.





� census - an official count of the number of people in an area, state, or country.





� 3/5 Compromise – an agreement reached at the Constitutional Convention to satisfy both free states and slave states. According to this compromise, slaves would count as three-fifths of a person. (In other words, every five slaves would add three people to the state’s population). This compromise in no longer relevant today, since the 13th Amendment to the Constitution put an end to slavery.


� article – a large division of a legal document. Typically, articles are further subdivided into sections, paragraphs, and clauses. Thus, when a lawyer wants to refer to a particular sentence of a long legal document, he or she will typically say something like this: “Article 1, section 4, paragraph 2, clause 7.”





� Preamble – the opening paragraph (introduction) of the U.S. Constitution. It begins with the famous phrase “We, the People . . . .”





� House of Representatives - the “lower house” of the U.S. Congress.  The number of Representatives a state gets is based on the state’s population.  There are presently 435 members.  Every ten years, following the Census, adjustments are made to reflect population changes. House members are expected to closely follow issues that affect the people who elect them, and they face election every two years.





� Senate - the “upper house” of the U.S. Congress.  There are two U.S. senators from each state, and they serve six year terms.  Originally, they were appointed by each state’s legislature, but in the early 1900s, a constitutional amendment set up direct election of senators by the voters.  Senators tend to be older and have more political experience than members of the “lower house” - the House of Representatives. Since they serve longer terms, they are expected to take the “long view” of the nation’s affairs, rather than cast their votes according to the swings of public opinion.  (In many state governments, the upper house of the legislature is also often called the State Senate.) 





� Marbury v. Madison – famous Supreme Court case that established the precedent of judicial review.





� John Marshall – Supreme Court Justice who said that the Supreme Court has the power of judicial review (the power to declare laws unconstitutional) in the famous case Marbury v. Madison.





� judicial review - the right of the Supreme Court to review laws passed by Congress and determine whether they are constitutional or unconstitutional.  While this right is not spelled out in the Constitution itself, it was established in a famous 1803 Supreme Court case, Marbury v. Madison.  This power thus became a part of the system of checks and balances in the federal government.





� amendment - an addition or change to the Constitution.  The first ten amendments, ratified in 1791, are called the Bill of Rights.





� ratify - to officially approve or confirm, especially by a vote of a governmental body.  After the Constitution was written, the states held special conventions to ratify or to reject the document.  By July, 1788, all but two states had voted to ratify the Constitution, and the new government began organizing.





� Federalists - people who favored ratification (approval) of the U.S. Constitution.  Most tended to be from the wealthier classes, or were involved in finance or commerce.  Alexander Hamilton was a prominent Federalist.  Many of these people later formed the Federalist political party in the 1790s.





� Anti-Federalists - people who opposed ratification of the Constitution.  Patrick Henry and other Anti-Federalists felt the proposed change from the Articles of Confederation gave too much power to the national level government.  They preferred a system that kept almost all governmental power at the state level, where citizens could keep a close watch on what was happening. �    Many Anti-Federalists tended to be farmers or craftsmen who were suspicious that wealthier classes would be able to turn a strong central government to serve their own ends, rather than the good of the people generally.





� majority rule – the idea that the side with the most votes wins





� tyranny of the majority - the idea that in a democracy, a majority (the side with the most votes) can sometimes pass laws which are unfair, harsh, and oppressive to minorities.





� Anti-Federalists - people who opposed ratification of the Constitution.  Patrick Henry and other Anti-Federalists felt the proposed change from the Articles of Confederation gave too much power to the national level government.  They preferred a system that kept almost all governmental power at the state level, where citizens could keep a close watch on what was happening. �    Many Anti-Federalists tended to be farmers or craftsmen who were suspicious that wealthier classes would be able to turn a strong.





� Federalists - people who favored ratification (approval) of the U.S. Constitution.  Most tended to be from the wealthier classes, or were involved in finance or commerce.  Alexander Hamilton was a prominent Federalist.  Many of these people later formed the Federalist political party in the 1790s.





� Bill of Rights – the first ten amendments to the Constitution.


� Industrial Revolution - the rapid change from production by hand to production by machines.  The Industrial Revolution began in England around 1750 as new inventions made it possible to mechanize the production of textiles (cloth).  An early textile mill was built in America in 1790, and the technology spread rapidly in the early 1800s.  Factories to make clocks, carriages, shoes, and many other products soon adopted machine techniques as well. �    The Industrial Revolution was concentrated in the North, in part because water power was widely available there, as well as investors and a supply of people willing to work in the factories.  It had an enormous impact on the social life of the region by creating a new class of factory laborers, as well as a class of factory





� Capitalism - the economic system used in America and most other modern industrial countries.  In the capitalist system, individuals or groups of individuals own factories, mines, farms, etc.  (In the systems of socialism and communism, these are owned by the government.) �    Prices are set by competition in free markets, not by the government.  For this reason, capitalism is sometimes called the free market system.  Decisions about what to produce, how to produce it, and how much to produce are made by the owners, usually based on what will bring the greatest profit.  (In socialist and communist systems, these decisions are made by the government.) �    The capitalist system creates great opportunity and rapid economic growth.  It is criticized by socialists, however, for creating economic inequality, and under some circumstances, it can.  Generally, however, capitalism has actually proven to be more egalitarian than alternative systems.  In part, this is because laws evolved to prevent abuses and to promote better treatment of workers. �    Sometimes the term “mixed economy” is used to describe the American economy today, but in this mix, capitalism is by far the main component.  (The smaller component consists of government owned or directed activities, such as welfare, Social Security, space research, etc.)





� factory system - the system of producing goods under one roof in an organized, large-scale manner.  Starting around 1800 in America, the factory system began replacing the earlier pattern of production, in which skilled craftsmen worked at home or a small shop.  The factory commonly used the principle of "division of labor" to increase efficiency by dividing the work into small steps.  Each small step would be done over and over by a worker, so unskilled labor could be hired.  The factory system, combined with the Industrial Revolution, created an entirely new pattern of social life in American towns and cities, and gave rise to a large new class: the factory laborers





� division of labor - the practice in factories of taking a complex job, like the making of a shoe, and dividing it into small, simple steps.  By doing so, cheaper unskilled labor can be used, instead of the more expensive highly skilled labor needed if one person does the entire job. While this practice lowers costs and increases profits, it tends to reduce the worker to little more than a cog in the machinery of production.





� laissez-faire policy - the belief that the government should generally not interfere with the economic activity of businesses or individuals.  The term comes from French words meaning “allow to do.” �    This theory holds that everyone will prosper best if each person and firm simply pursues their own best interest.  Interference by the government, the theory holds, will only damage the prosperity of all. �    This vision of economic freedom spread from England to its colonies around the time of the American Revolution.  It continued growing through the 1800s.  But by the late 1880s, many people were questioning whether it was a realistic policy in the age of giant industry. �    Today, of course, the government has considerable power to regulate many aspects of business, and laws designed to protect workers’ interests are common.  But many people believe that the basic idea of laissez-faire still has some validity even today, and argue that government interference in the nation’s economic life should be held to a minimum. 





� Utopian societies/Utopian socialism - Utopian societies were the groups that formed in the early and mid-1800s to establish “perfect” societies.  (The name comes from the title of a book written in England about a perfect society called Utopia.)  More than a hundred different groups formed, motivated in part by a desire to escape from the changes brought about by the Industrial Revolution and the spread of the somewhat impersonal and harsh spirit of capitalism in American life. �    Most Utopian societies mixed Christian ideas of brotherhood with egalitarian ideas inspired by the American Revolution.  Many held property in common, and developed rules to ensure equality of conditions among the members.  Some sought to maintain equality between the sexes.  �    The Shakers are among the best known of the Utopian societies.  Communities started at Oneida, New York, and New Harmony, Indiana, are also well known.  Most Utopian societies failed within a few years, although some lasted for several decades or longer before disbanding. �    Utopian socialism is the term used to describe the system of shared work and common ownership typical in such communities.  Some writers at the time referred to them as communistic societies.





� socialism - an economic system in which factories, farms, and mines are owned by the government, rather than by individuals.  Prices and wages are typically controlled by the government, which also makes decisions about what should be produced. �    Socialism in its modern form developed as a reaction to the harsh conditions endured by workers in the 1800s.  Throughout that century, the Industrial Revolution and the growth of large-scale businesses were transforming the nature of the workplace.  Socialists argued that low pay and shocking working conditions common at the time were a result of the system of capitalism, which they said encouraged a heartless competition for wealth.  They wanted to replace capitalism with a more cooperative system that removed the incentive for individuals to pile up vast wealth at the expense of others.  �    An early form of the cooperative approach was seen in the Utopian societies that formed in America.  By the late 1800s, however, other socialist thinkers had emerged with a far larger vision:  that of moving America itself toward socialism.  The Socialist Party ran candidates for public office in the early 1900s, with one candidate for president, Eugene Debs, pulling almost a million votes in one election. �    Socialists proved to be talented dreamers and writers, and some of their ideas for reforms were adopted later by other political parties.  But they were never able to convince large numbers of Americans to abandon their hope of finding wealth in the system of capitalism. �    The radical form of socialism known as communism, which seeks a violent overthrow of the capitalist system, never attracted more than a very small number of Americans.  In the 1980s, the collapse of communism in Russia and elsewhere seemed to many Americans proof that socialist systems are simply incompatible with human





� labor unions - organizations of workers who band together to try to improve wages and working conditions.  These began appearing in America in the early 1800s, in response to the spread of the factory system and the Industrial Revolution.  Members sought to improve their condition by “collective bargaining” with business owners, that is, by negotiating for pay and conditions as a group.  Union members could threaten to strike and walk off the job to try to force improvements. �    In practice, however, unions had a tough, uphill battle.  In the 1800s, labor unions and organized job actions were sometimes considered illegal.  In addition, factory and business owners often hired “strike breakers” to defeat union attempts to win better pay. �    By the late 1800s, however, organizations like the American Federation of Labor were starting to turn the tide.  Unions were in the forefront of the movement to create the eight hour work day, abolish child labor, and pass workers’ compensation laws.  In the 1910s, passage of the Clayton Act gave unions for the first time a solid legal foundation for their activities.





� economy – a word which refers to money. Economists study the ways that countries (or groups of people) earn money, spend money, or manage their money.  


� Second Great Awakening - a revival of religious preaching and belief in the early 1800s.  In many areas, “camp meeting” style revival preaching drew thousands of people in highly emotional displays of religious belief.  The movement also saw the building of thousands of new churches, and the founding by many churches of colleges and universities, many of which survive to this day.  The Awakening also contributed to the rising reform movements of the era (public education, women’s rights, the temperance movement, and the abolition movement). 


The most famous preacher of this period was Charles Grandison Finney. Finney was a fiery orator who condemned the frivolity of wealthy New Yorkers. He was very popular, but also aroused controversy. When Finney started preaching against slavery, an angry mob burned his church down. 





� Mormons - a common name for members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints.  The religion was started by Joseph Smith in New York State in 1830.  Smith said he received golden tablets from an angel, Moroni, and translated these into the Book of Mormon. �    Smith and his followers moved to Ohio, then Missouri, and later, Illinois, where they established a town.  But resentment of the Mormons led to trouble, and Smith himself was killed in Illinois in 1844.  (It was Smith who began the practice of plural marriage, or polygamy, which was adopted by Mormons but later officially rejected in 1890.) �    Brigham Young was chosen to lead the religion, and he oversaw the migration of Mormons to Utah and the establishment of Salt Lake City. �    While accepting Jesus Christ and some aspects of Christianity, Mormonism has a number of beliefs that differ significantly from other Christian religions.  The faith is noted in modern times for the emphasis it places on strong families, and the missionary work young Mormons perform.





� polygamy – the practice of having more than one wife at the same time.





� temperance - the moderate use of, or abstinence from, alcoholic beverages.  The temperance movement grew in the early 1800s along with other reform movements of the era.  Women were at the head of the effort, because excessive drinking by men often caused abusive behavior.  By 1856, 13 states either restricted or prohibited the sale of liquor.





� Seneca Falls Convention - the meeting in Seneca Falls, New York, in 1848 to push for greater recognition of women’s rights.  The convention was called by Lucretia Mott and Elizabeth Cady Stanton, who were also active in the abolition movement.  �    Delegates wrote a “Declaration of Sentiments and Resolutions” that announced, “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men and women are created equal.” �   The document went on to accuse men of holding women in a second-class status, and demanded increased rights for women, including the right to vote.  The meeting did not lead immediately to great changes for women, but some legal reforms were started.  Many states, for example, wrote laws to allow women to manage their own property.





� women’s suffrage – the movement that pushed for women’s voting rights. (The word “suffrage” means right to vote).





� abolition movement - the movement to abolish slavery.  Even in colonial America, there were people and groups who opposed slavery, and pushed for its end.  But such efforts did not become a widespread movement until the American Revolution, when a number of northern states began passing laws ending or phasing out slavery. �    The strongest push for abolition came after about 1830.  In Boston, William Lloyd Garrison began publishing The Liberator in 1831. Other efforts like the Underground Railroad pulled thousands of people into the movement.





� Harriet Tubman - a black woman who escaped from slavery on a Maryland plantation in 1849, then became famous for her trips back into the South to help other slaves flee to the North.  �    Her work with the Underground Railroad in the 1850s was so successful she was called the “Black Moses.”  Tubman helped free more than 300 slaves, including her own parents.  She settled with her parents near Auburn, New York.  �    During the Civil War she helped lead raids by African-American Union soldiers into South Carolina. Tubman married a soldier she met during the war, and lived with him after the war in Auburn.  She remained active in social causes, including the women's rights movement. 





� Know-Nothings - a secret society formed in 1849 to push for a reduction in the number of immigrants entering America.  The high immigration rates at the time raised fear that the American culture would be swamped by foreign influences.  Anti-Catholic prejudice was especially strong, and it was common to see signs in shops and factories stating, “No Irish Need Apply.”  �     The Know-Nothings were pledged to secrecy, and if asked about the organization, were supposed to say, “I know nothing.”  Members swore to support only native-born Protestant candidates for public office. �    By the 1850s, the organization enjoyed wide support, and helped elect several dozen of members of Congress.  In 1856, the Know-Nothings became the American Party, but it fell apart soon thereafter in disputes over whether to support or oppose slavery.





� nativists – native born Americans who did not want immigrants to come to the United States.


� tariff - a tax on imports collected at the time the goods are brought into the country.  In early America, the federal government got its operating money mainly with a so-called “revenue tariff.”  It was low, and drew little criticism.  But in the 1810s and 1820s, Congress passed sharply higher “protective tariffs.”  These were aimed at helping America’s own industry by making imported goods more expensive. 





� nullification - the doctrine or theory that individual states have the right to nullify, or declare void, federal laws within their borders that they believe violate the Constitution.  The theory has been put forth from time to time in American history when disputes erupted between states’ rights and the powers of the federal government.  The doctrine of nullification has virtually no support today.





� secede/secession - To secede means to leave or withdraw from an organization or nation.  Secession is the act of seceding.  In the Civil War, the Southern states seceded from the United States and formed the Confederate States of America.





� The Liberator - The newspaper that began publishing in Boston in 1831, dedicated to ending slavery.  It was started by William Lloyd Garrison.  The paper played a big role in moving the abolition movement into high gear and highlighting the condition of slaves.  Garrison favored an immediate end to slavery.  He announced at one point that the northern states should simply leave and start a new country, declaring, “No Union with slaveholders.”


� Underground Railroad - the network of people, routes, and safe houses that helped escaped slaves find their way to freedom in the decades before the Civil War.  Whites and blacks in northern and southern states were involved in the effort, often at great risk.  "Conductors” used wagons with false bottoms and other tricks to avoid detection.  The final destination for the escaped slaves was usually a town or city in a free state, or even Canada. 


� Frederick Douglass - a slave who escaped to freedom in the North and became a famous public speaker in the abolition movement in the decades before the Civil War.  Douglass was born in Maryland, the son of a slave mother and white father.  The wife of one of his masters taught him how to read, although this was against state law at the time. �    Douglass worked as a field hand, and later, as a caulker in Baltimore, sealing the seams of ships.  He made his escape in 1838, landing eventually in Massachusetts.  There, he worked for the Massachusetts Anti-Slavery Society.  �    Douglass later started the North Star, an abolitionist newspaper, in Rochester, New York.  As the Civil War began, he urged Lincoln to make slavery the central issue of the war.  He also urged that blacks be allowed to join the fight as soldiers, a move that he felt would pave the way for acceptance of political equality for blacks. �    After the war, Douglass was appointed to a number of government posts, including U.S. minister to Haiti.  He died in 1895. 


� Uncle Tom’s Cabin - a book published in 1852, it sold hundreds of thousands of copies and added a powerful emotional fuel to the abolition movement.  It was written by Harriet Beecher Stowe, a Northerner who had actually spent very little time in the South.  But the heart-rending storyline, with a cruel master who abused a kind and decent slave, seemed to be positive proof of the worst claims about slave owners. �    Southerners claimed the book was an exaggeration.  They pointed to it as more evidence that Northerners were unfair in dealing with the issue of slavery. 


�Dred Scott Decision - a Supreme Court decision in 1857 which declared that slavery was legal in all the territories.  The decision helped push the country toward Civil War, because it undercut previous efforts to maintain a political balance between “free” territories and “slave” territories.  (The decision did say that states could exclude slavery, but the question of slavery in the territories was a key political issue at the time.) �    The case was brought after Dred Scott, a slave in Missouri, was taken by his master to the Wisconsin Territory, which was free territory under the Missouri Compromise.  Later, the slave and master returned to Missouri, which was a slave state. �    With the help of lawyers in the abolition movement, Scott sued in 1846 to win his freedom, with the argument that living in a free territory made him a free man. �    The case moved up through the Missouri court system, then to the Supreme Court.  The decision was devastating to opponents of slavery.  It held that Scott was not entitled to his freedom.  It also declared that Congress had no power to prohibit slavery in the territories, because doing so would deprive citizens of their right to own property.  The decision thus overturned the Missouri Compromise of 1820. �    Anger in northern states over the decision helped boost the new Republican Party, which strongly opposed the spread of slavery.  Abraham Lincoln was that party’s candidate in the election of 1860.





� John Brown’s raid - the raid by the fiery abolitionist John Brown on the federal arsenal (gun factory) at Harpers Ferry, Virginia (now West Virginia).  Brown had sworn to dedicate his life to the destruction of slavery, and had earlier taken part in the murder of five pro-slavery settlers in Kansas.  His raid at Harpers Ferry was apparently designed to encourage slaves to rise up in rebellion, and flee into the nearby Appalachian mountain range. �    His raid was financed by Boston abolitionists, and included 17 whites and free blacks.  In October, 1859, the raid began, but no slaves revolted, and federal troops quickly surrounded Brown and his group.  After two days of fighting, with more than half his men dead, Brown surrendered.  He was put on trial, and sentenced to hang. �    His remarks as the trial ended are famous for their powerful defense of his cause, although he denied he intended to cause a slave rebellion.  His execution inflamed passions in the North, where he was seen by many as a martyr in the cause of freedom.  Many Southerners were outraged that Northerners looked upon a convicted criminal as a hero.  The incident was another wedge pushing the two sections further apart.


� Abraham Lincoln – U.S. President who led the Union (North) during the U.S. Civil War.





� Union – nickname for the Northern states during the U.S. Civil War.





� Confederacy – nickname for the Southern States during the U.S. Civil War.





� Emancipation Proclamation - the order issued by President Abraham Lincoln in 1862 (effective Jan. 1863) that declared slaves free in the areas still held by the Confederates. �    It did not free slaves in Southern areas held by the Union, or in Union slave states like Maryland. �    Since Lincoln could not enforce the order in the areas still held by Confederates, the proclamation did not free anyone immediately.  Still, it was a clear statement that the end of slavery was at hand. �    From a war strategy standpoint, making slavery an issue in the war helped keep England from siding with the South.





� Civil War revivals – a term which describes the many religious meetings (bible readings, prayer meetings, sermons, etc.) which took place during the Civil War. Both sides—North and South—held these meetings and encouraged the belief that the Civil War was somehow a “holy war.” 





� Reconstruction was the period after the Civil War from 1865 to 1876. Reconstruction begins at the end of the Civil War in 1865 and ends in 1876 with the election of Rutherford B. Hayes. After 1876, the North gave up on key goals of Reconstruction, especially the protection of African-Americans from Southern racism.





� 13th Amendment - the constitutional amendment that abolished slavery after the Civil War.  It was passed in 1865, and completed the action begun by the Emancipation Proclamation (1863), which declared slavery abolished in Confederate held areas. 





� 14th Amendment - the constitutional amendment that officially made the former slaves citizens of the U.S. after the Civil War. Another key provision prohibits states from denying any citizen "equal protection" of the law.  It says that states cannot take someone's life, liberty, or property without "due process" of law.  This protection was vitally important to freed slaves.  �    Initially, most Southern states refused to accept the 14th Amendment.  Partly as a result, the U.S. Congress divided the South into military districts, and required the Southern states to adopt the 14th amendment in order to be readmitted as states. The 14th is considered one of the most important amendments because it indirectly forces states to abide by many of the principles listed in the federal Bill of Rights. 





� 15th Amendment - the constitutional amendment passed after the Civil War that guaranteed blacks the right to vote.  This amendment affected not only freed slaves in the South, but also blacks living in the North, who generally had not been allowed to vote.  �    The amendment was especially favored by the Republican party, since the votes of the freed slaves helped that party dominate national politics in the years after the war.





� Reconstruction Era Amendments – a broad term for the 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments of the Constitution.





� Freedmen's Bureau - an agency set up by the U.S. government at the close of the Civil War to help the freed slaves.  It offered help of various kinds, including education and resolving disputes with employers. The Bureau also helped many white Southerners impoverished by the war.  It did impressive work, but lacked the resources to solve all the problems left at the end of the war.





� Black Codes - laws passed in Southern states after the Civil War that restricted travel and other activities of freed slaves. �    The laws varied, and some provided for limited rights.  But generally, they deprived blacks of key civil rights.  Many barred blacks from juries and from testifying against white people.  Some required that blacks have proof of employment. 





� nullification - the doctrine or theory that individual states have the right to nullify, or declare void, federal laws within their borders that they believe violate the Constitution.  The theory has been put forth from time to time in American history when disputes erupted between states’ rights and the powers of the federal government.  The doctrine of nullification has virtually no support today.


� secede/secession - To secede means to leave or withdraw from an organization or nation.  Secession is the act of seceding.  In the Civil War, the Southern states seceded from the United States and formed the Confederate States of America.


� Compromise of 1877 – agreement in which President Hayes would be elected and Reconstruction would come to an end; that is, federal troops would be withdrawn from the South. 





� Jim Crow Era – a term which describes the state of affairs in the South after Reconstruction came to an end. This era is characterized by intimidation of Blacks and complete segregation of the races. 


.


� forty acres and a mule - a term that describes a land reform plan supported by some Northern leaders after the Civil War to help freed slaves start a new life.  Under this proposal, land of the big plantations would be divided up into 40 acre parcels, which would be given to freed slaves.  A mule would be given as well to pull plows. �    In a few areas, the plan was tried.  But it never went forward as a general policy, mainly because the idea of simply taking plantation owners' land seemed wrong. �    The failure to adopt some land reform plan is considered one of the great failures of the era, since it left most slaves without property.





� sharecropping - the term for the system of farm labor that grew in the South after the Civil War. The sharecropper was a freed slave or poor white who owned no land after the war.  He agreed to work a parcel of land owned by someone else, with the "rent" in the form of a share of the crop at harvest time.  The owner provided the land, seed, and tools, and claimed perhaps half the crop. Often, the sharecropper ended up in constant debt, and in a situation not much better than slavery.





� Ku Klux Klan - an organization of whites that terrorized blacks in the South after the Civil War.  The goal of the Klan, and several similar organizations, was to stop blacks from voting.  Many whites refused to accept any form of equality for blacks, and especially resented blacks who held political office. Klan members claimed they were only trying to protect the safety and rights of Southern whites in the postwar years.  But the widespread violence against blacks showed that their real goal was maintaining white dominance. �    The K.K.K. faded by the late 1800s, but reappeared after 1900, and again in the Civil Rights era of the 1960s.





� lynching – a term which means “extra-judicial execution.” In other words, a lynching is when someone is killed “outside the justice system” (without being given a fair trial). Another term for this might be “mob justice.” Needless to say, many Blacks who were lynched in the South were not guilty of any crime. Between the 1880s and the 1960s, white supremacists, or people who believed that whites were superior to everyone else, lynched more than 4,700 people (more than 3,400 of them black), in the North and West as well as the South.





� disenfranchise – the opposite of “enfranchise.” To “enfranchise” someone means to give them the right to vote. Therefore, to “disenfranchise” someone means to take away their right to vote. Following the Compromise of 1877 which brought an end to Reconstruction, most Black men were disenfranchised, meaning that their right to vote was taken away.





� poll tax - a tax of a fixed amount per person that had to be paid before the person could vote.





� literacy test – a reading test which had to be passed before a person was allowed to vote.





� grandfather clause – a clause (rule) that allowed individuals who did not pass the literacy test to vote if their fathers of grandfathers had voted before Reconstruction began; an exception to a law based on preexisting circumstances.





� segregation - a term usually used for the separation of people by race, either by law or custom.  Laws enforcing segregation of blacks from whites became common in the South in the decades after the Civil War.  Railroads, for example, had cars designated for blacks, and separate schools were kept.  A famous legal case, Plessey vs. Ferguson (1896), held that separate segregated facilities were legal, provided they were equal. In the North, segregation of blacks into certain jobs and neighborhoods was also common, although more a result of custom than law. Especially in the South, segregation remained a reality for most blacks well into the 1960s, when the Civil Rights movement successfully fought the pattern.





� Jim Crow Laws – laws that create or enforce segregation.





� minstrel show – a uniquely American form of entertainment consisting of comic skits, variety acts, dancing, and music, performed by white people in blackface or, especially after the Civil War, black people in blackface.





� Plessy v. Ferguson – the famous 1986 Supreme Court Case which affirmed segregation laws by saying that there wasn’t anything unconstitutional about facilities that are “separate but equal.”





� separate but equal - doctrine established by the 1896 Supreme Court case Plessy v. Ferguson that permitted laws segregating African Americans as long as equal facilities were provided


� landscape – a picture of land and scenery (as opposed to a portrait, which is a picture of a person).





� transcontinental railroad - a railway system extending across the continent


� trust - a form of business organization in which several companies are joined and managed as if they were one giant company.  They are illegal today, but were common in the late 1800s.  To form a trust, shareholders of several companies turn over their shares to "trustees" who manage and coordinate the separate companies.  The trust has more power to bargain with suppliers and create efficient, large-scale industries.  It can also avoid the costs of competition. �    Consumers, workers, and other competitors, however, are often hurt.  Trusts often became near monopolies, drove smaller firms out of business, and “fixed” prices.  The Standard Oil trust is often cited as an example of this pattern.  Many trusts also bribed politicians to gain special legislation or otherwise benefit their interests.  �    The Sherman Antitrust Act (1890) was an early, but not very successful, attempt to control abusive trusts.  After 1900 Congress began passing laws that were more effective, and federal courts forced some trusts to split up into separate competing companies. 





� Andrew Carnegie - the young Scottish immigrant who rose from a bobbin boy in a cotton mill to become the owner of America's largest steelmaking corporation in the late 1800s.  Largely self-educated, Carnegie worked his way up a series of jobs as America was becoming an industrial giant in the Gilded Age.  �    He pioneered business practices that are now common, including very large-scale production, and "rationalizing" the production processes.  This meant studying every aspect of the process carefully, then improving each step of production.  (McDonald's, for example, uses the same approach today with fast food.) �    He sold his steel company for $500 million in 1901, then gave away most of his fortune, much of it to build public libraries.  He spoke of an obligation of wealthy people to make money, then use it for the public good.  Workers in his plants, however, faced the same harsh conditions and long hours that were common in big industry at the time.





� John D. Rockefeller - the businessman who started the Standard Oil trust in 1882, and used it to gain control over most of the nation's oil business in the Gilded Age. �    Rockefeller brought organizational genius to a badly disorganized business.  But his methods also included crooked deals with railroads and price wars, all designed to drive competitors out of business.  He and his company are often studied today as examples of business practices of the era.  After 1900, courts ordered the trust broken into separate companies, some of which still exist today. �    Rockefeller, like Carnegie, gave away part of his fortune to worthy projects, such as medical research and the restoration of Colonial Williamsburg.  Some of his descendants are still powerful in banking and other fields.





� Sherman Antitrust Act - passed by Congress in 1890, it was an early attempt to try to control abuses by large combinations of businesses called trusts.  It generally outlawed combinations of companies that acted in restraint of free trade.  But it was only rarely used against the industrial giants until later laws, like the Clayton Act (1914), made it easier to win cases against trusts.





� act – a decision by Congress. (In other words, a “law”).


� ghetto – an ethnic neighborhood.





� tenements - a type of apartment building common in big cities starting in the mid 1800s.  They were often poorly built and overcrowded.  Many were created by dividing up floors and even rooms of large houses.  As a result, not all units had water or toilets.  Even in new tenements, these facilities were usually in a hallway shared by many families. �    In a landmark effort to use government power to improve social conditions, New York City passed building codes  (1876) to improve tenements.  Jacob Riis exposed the shocking conditions of life in the tenements in his famous 1890 book, How the Other Half Lives.





� American Federation of Labor - the most famous of the labor unions that grew in the Gilded Age to fight for better pay and conditions for factory workers.  The AF of L was formed in 1881 by Samuel Gompers, a poor Jewish immigrant who rose to become president of a cigar maker's union in New York City. 


    The AF of L was actually a federation (association) of many labor unions, and as such, represents a trend toward "bigness" similar to what was happening in industry.  It included only skilled workers, not unskilled workers. 


Gompers and the AF of L did not oppose the system of capitalism and big industry, as some radical labor leaders did.  He just wanted a better deal for workers, and fought for it until his death in the 1920s.  The AF of L later merged with the Congress of Industrial Organizations to form the AFL-CIO, a powerful union even today.





� Samuel Gompers - a poor Jewish immigrant who rose to become president of a cigar maker's union in New York City. He is famous for founding the American Federation of Labor (AFL), the most successful union during the Gilded Age.





� assimilate - to integrate somebody into a larger group, so that differences are minimized or eliminated, or become integrated in this way.
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